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DELHIRIOTS

Police: Road
blocks sign of
conspiracy,
chargesheet

by Thursday

ENS&PTI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

A DAY after former JNU student
Umar Khalid was arrested, senior
Delhi Police officers Monday said
they were set to file a conspiracy
chargesheet in the Northeast
Delhi riots of February 2020, and
identified blocking of traffic by
anti-CAA protesters as “the first
indicator that there was a con-
spiracy due towhichitall started”.

Speaking at a webinar organ-
ised by the Delhi Police Gazetted
Officers Association, which was
also attended by Commissioner
S N Shrivastava, Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Special
Cell) Pramod Singh Kushwaha
was quoted by PTI as saying they
had not found any proof yet of
the involvement of pro-CAA-
NRC protesters.

Kushwabha said, “When we
started investigating the Delhi ri-
ots, we first saw all the sites and
found a common pattern that
traffic jam was started at all the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

NATIONAL
ENGINEER'S DAY

A RED initiative appears
in today’s edition of

The Indian Express. This
page is an initiative of the
marketing solutions team
of The Indian Express
Group and contains
content paid for by
advertisers. This page
should be read as an
advertisement.

The PM, other MPs in the Lok Sabha Monday. Members wore
masks and rows were separated by polycarbonate sheets. P11

PM sets tone, Govt

skirts China,

economy

on Day 1 of Parliament

LIZMATHEW
& HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

CITING A heavy legislative
agenda, the government avoided
the Opposition’s attempts to
raise issues like the India-China
border row and economic crisis
on the first day of the 18-day
Parliament session on Monday.

Congress leader in Lok Sabha

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury also
sought to discuss The Indian
Express investigation report ona
Shenzen-based technology
company with links to the
Chinese government monitoring
over 10,000 Indian individuals
and organisations in its global
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Centre seeks House nod
for Rs 20,000 cr to banks

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE GOVERNMENT on Monday
sought Parliament’s approval to
inject Rs 20,000 crore of equity
capital in public sector banks
(PSB).

The Union Budget 2020-21
did not make any allocation to-
wards fund infusion in state-
owned banks for this year, as
banks were expected toraise cap-
ital from the equity markets. But
with banks expected to record a
spike in non-performing assets

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Nonew
@ fiscal push

EXPLAINED

BARRING EQUITY
infusion in public sector
banks and some
spending in the health
sector, the supplemen-
tary demands for grants
does not indicate any
renewed fiscal push in
the wake of record
contraction in the
economy.

AN EXPRESSINVESTIGATIONPARTTWO

New economy under watch:

Tech start-ups, range of apps
from payment to healthcare

A

Flipkart co-founder Binny Bansal, IIT-K’s Abhay Karandikar,
IIT-B’s Deepak Phatak, CIO of Premji’s VC firm under watch

BUSINESS AS USUAL
By UNNY
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Top venture capitalists on list;
digital health and education,
delivery services most followed

KAUNAIN SHERIFF M &
JAY MAZOOMDAAR
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

FROM AN engineering student
interning with the Indian
Railways to the Chief Investment
Officer at the venture capital
company set up by Azim Premyji,
the Overseas Key Individual
DataBase (OKIDB), built by
Chinese firm Zhenhua Data, has
atleast 1,400 entries covering the
entire spectrum of India’s new
economy, aninvestigation by The
Indian Express has revealed.

Those targeted include ven-
ture capitalists, angel investors,
founders and chief technology
officers of the country’s promis-
ing startups and e-commerce
platforms, and foreigner in-
vestors based in India.

They form part of the 10,000
Indian individuals and entities
targeted in the database and
comes when Chinese investment

CHINA IS
WATCHING

TOMORROW, PART THREE
THE ACCUSED & THE
SUSPECTS; TOP
BUREAUCRATS

inIndian startups surged by over
10 times from $ 381 million in
2016 to $4.6 billion in 2019.
However, the ongoing border
standoff has caused uncertainties

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

30 JUDGES ON
MONITORED LIST rs

J&K to North-East, Rijiju to
Mufti, many CMs in between

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE geography of those being
monitored in India by the Chinese
firm Zhenhua Data is telling.

The Indian Express investiga-
tion of Zhenhua's (OKIDB)
Overseas Key Information
DataBase reveals thatatleast 180
politicians and bureaucrats on the
target list are from states in the

North-East including Arunachal
Pradesh and Nagaland; Sikkim;
and the newly created Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir; and Ladakh.

This assumes significance
given that Zhenhua Data claims
to be working with the intelli-
gence, government, military and
security agencies.

Significantly, the database in-
cludes as many as 30 prominent

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Very serious matter, step in
and start probe: Oppn to Govt

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, MUMBAI,
SEPTEMBER 14

TAKING NOTE of The Indian
Express investigation report
that a Shenzen-based technol-
ogy company with links to the
Chinese government and the

Chinese Communist Party is
monitoring over 10,000 Indian
individuals and organisations
in its global database of “for-
eign targets”, Opposition mem-
bers asked the government
Monday to step in, open a
probe and take the initiative for
a global dialogue.
CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

End user key,
govt looks at
‘depth’ of
data mined

& PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

TAKING NOTE of The Indian
Express investigation of a
Shenzhen firm with links to the
Chinese government and the
Chinese Communist Party which
is monitoring thousands of indi-
viduals, the Indian security es-
tablishment, directly dealing
with cyber security, is evaluating
the depth of data being collected
and the risks it may pose to na-
tional security.

Top government officials said
an assessment is being prepared
for National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval. “While the reports clearly
state the scale of the operation,
we are more concerned about its
depth —towhatlevel of detail the
Chinese firm is profiling individ-
ualsin terms of data points, the fi-
nancial investment in hardware
facilitated by its partners, and the
need for upgrading cyber hygiene
atourend,” said a top official.

Simultaneously, the revela-
tions are being discussed at the
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borrowings and commitments are cited as the major reasons behind the downfall of the industry in times of
the pandemic

EXPRESS RESEARCH

PM MODI AHEAD OF HINDI’'S STRUGGLE

MONSOON SESSION OVER URDU

There’s corona and Urdu was predominant
there’s duty, MPs language in areas today
chose duty, he said called the ‘Hindi belt’

Delhi Police’s
chargesheet

NEW EPISODE EVERYDAY

In today’s episode we’re looking at what
Delhi Police said in a supplementary
chargesheet in a Northeast Delhi riots case

FROMPAGE ONE

Probe: Oppn

The Congress said the report
about “Chinese digital surveil-
lance” of India's leaders and oth-
ers is “quite disturbing” and it is
important to know the extent of
this surveillance, and if there is
more to this than collating data.
It said the development has huge
implications for national security
and privacy of citizens.

Anand Sharma, Congress
deputy leader in Rajya Sabha, told
reporters: “We hope the govern-
ment will go to the bottom of it
and take appropriate action to
protect data privacy of citizens.
This has huge implications for na-
tional security, besides the pri-
vacy of citizens.” Sharmais chair-
man of the Parliamentary
standing committee on Home
Affairs. Gaurav Gogoi, Congress
deputy leader in the Lok Sabha,
said, “We want the Government
of India to step up its efforts be-
cause when we confronta coun-
try like China — we are con-
fronting China not only on land,
sea and air, we are confronting
Chinese intentions in cyberspace
as well — Government of India
should not be caught sleeping.”

“Inthe days to come, the gov-
ernment should make it clear
that all the data collected by
Chinese agencies have not been
used to manipulate policy, have
notbeen used to gain more intel-
ligence data on our military oron
sensitive information,” he said.

Former External Affairs
Minister Salman Khurshid said it
is time the government initiates a
global dialogue on such threats.
“If what is reported is true, there
is certainly a great sense of con-
cern and disquiet,” he said.

“We encountered this before
inthe matter of various platforms
associated with the United States
that were culling out and using
metadataand many issues were
raised at that time.lam not quite
sure how far we took that matter,
and how we resolve this. But
there is growing concern across
the globe,and there needstobea
global conversation,” he said.

Referring to the military
standoff with China, he said,
“Right now, we can express our
immediate concern with our
neighbour because of the exist-
ing circumstances, but I think this
is a larger problem that needs to
be handled globally,and Iam sure
we are well placed to take an ini-
tiative in this matter.”

Praveen Chakravarty, head of
the Congress’s technology and
data cell, said, “The news is quite
disturbing. Most importantly, we
need to know the extent of this
surveillance, and if there is more
to this than collating public data
on people. The government has
toassure the nation through ade-
tailed investigation.”

“Equally, the increasing inci-
dence of foreign technology com-
panies intruding into India's and
Indians' affairs is alarming. We
need an anti-digital surveillance
law soon, which will also incor-
porate data privacy,” he said.

In its official reaction,
Congress communication de-
partment in-charge Randeep
Surjewala said, “If the report is
true, then was the Modi govern-
ment aware? Or they didn’t
know that we were being spied
upon? Why is the government
failing to protect our borders over
and over again?”

TMC Lok Sabha member
SaugataRoy said: “lmoved anad-
journment motion in Parliament
today regarding this issue... al-
though I did not get a chance to
mention it. This is an extremely
serious matter that a Chinese
agency, controlled by the Chinese
Communist Party and the
Chinese government, is farming
datainformation onall top polit-
ical leaders, officials, Army staff
and scientists. It is invading data
privacy of Indian leaders. Our
government needs to raise this
with the Chinese government.”

RJD Rajya Sabha memberand
party spokesperson Manoj Jha

said: “When we opened the
newspaper this morning, we saw
one of the scariest news items in
recent times. What worries me s
how we are tackling these issues
with China. Today, the Prime
Minister made a comment that
we need to stand by our soldiers,
thatwe doand have always done.
Our soldiers have never disap-
pointed us. It is the diplomatic
corridors which have... The gov-
ernment has had a robust no-
nonsense policy when it comes
to another neighbour, Pakistan.
Our question is why do we shy
away from a similar robust pol-
icy for Beijing? This is such a seri-
ous news item. Why has the gov-
ernment not responded?”.

BSP Lok Sabha member
Kunwar Danish Ali said: “The in-
vestigative report published in
The Indian Express is an eye-
opener. The Government of India
has blind faith in Chinese firms.”

SP Rajya Sabha member
Kunwar Rewati Raman Singh
said, “This (the investigation)is a
warning for India... Chinais trans-
gressing on our territory again.
How much Indian land has been
captured, the government is not
telling us.”

Shiv Sena leader and
Mabharashtra Transport Minister
Anil Parabtold reporters: “Itis the
job of the Union government to
protect leaders from
Maharashtra.  Not  just
Maharashtra, but all leaders in
the list should be protected.”

NCP Rajya Sabha member
Vandana Chavan said: “The feel-
ingnowis thatall ourdatacanbe
compromised. Thisis noless than
cyber warfare.”

Data mined

level of ministries concerned, in-
cluding the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MelTY), which has
a specialised division on cyber
laws and e-security. “We are
analysing the scope of the opera-
tion. Since it involves the
President and the Prime Minister,
the political establishment has to
take a call on what the govern-
ment’s response should be,” said
an official who did not wish tobe
named.

Sources said that while many
companies collect personal data
of similar nature by scraping
open source platforms, given that
this involves a Chinese firm
which works with the military
and security agencies, the gov-
ernment is concerned about the
end use and the end user.

“In itself, granular data may
notbe revelatory but tracked over
afewyears, 24 by 7, using sophis-
ticated tools of analysis, open
source data on an individual can
be a great information asset.
More so, if he or she is a top offi-
cial or in a strategic setting,” said
an official. “We need to go
through the entire list and iden-
tify cyber hygiene issues.”

The Indian Express had on
Monday reported that at least
10,000 Indian individuals and or-
ganisations from politics to busi-
ness, judiciary to media, even
crime accused, are being moni-
tored real time online by big data
firm Zhenhua Data that caters to
the Chinese governmentand the
People’s Liberation Army.

Parliament Day 1

database of “foreign targets”, but
Speaker Om Birla said the
Business Advisory Committee
(BAC)would meet on Tuesday to
fix a time for discussing “sensi-
tive issues”.

Sources said Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh is likely to make a
statement on the India-China
border issue on Tuesday, if the
BACdecides toslot it.

In his customary remarks be-
fore the start of the session, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi called
on Parliament to send outa unan-
imous message that the entire
country stands behind its Armed
Forces. “This Parliament, partic-
ularly this session, has a special
responsibility... when our brave

soldiers are at the border... The
faith with which they are stand-
ing, determined to protect the
motherland, Parliament, and all
itsmembers, will send outames-
sage in a unanimous voice, spirit
and resolve that the country
stands in support of them,” he
said. “The entire Parliament
stands with the brave soldiers
with one voice. I believe that
Parliament will send out a very
strong message,” he said.

When the session began,
Chowdhury tried to raise the is-
sue of Chinese aggression twice.
Chowdhury also sought to refer
to The Indian Express report on the
“hybrid warfare”. “The BAC will
discuss and fix a time for dis-
cussing sensitive issues. We will
discuss sensitive issues sensi-
tively,” Birla responded.

Speaking to The Indian Express
later, Chowdhury said, “l was sur-
prised that not asingle word was
allowed to be spoken on the is-
sue. The issue is being discussed
by the media and public. Why
can't Parliament discuss it? Why
is the government evading a dis-
cussion?” he said.

“The people in this country
are being kept in the dark about
what exactly is happening at the
border. There have been confus-
ingreports.Inorder togive aclear
picture, the government should
come out and offer a threadbare
discussion,” he said.

“The Congress party also sup-
ports the soldiers and the risk
they have taken to protect the na-
tion. We stand behind the sol-
diers. We want to support the
government, but the government
can'trunaway fromdiscussions,”
he said.

During the 30-minute zero
hour, the treasury benches
avoided issues like the India-
China border row, unemploy-
ment, migrant crisis and eco-
nomic slowdown. The NCP's
Supriya Sule was the only MP
who raised the issue of unem-
ployment and economic crisis.
Urging the Centre to assist
Maharashtra, she said: “On the
first day, we could have discussed
the state of economy and unem-
ployment. I don't see the Centre
talking much about them.”

The BJP MPs stuck to raising
other issues. While Sanjay Seth
talked about conversions in
Jharkhand, Ravi Kishan spoke
about drug trafficking with refer-
ence to the film industry.

Meanwhile, the government
introduced eight Bills in the Lok
Sabha and passed two pending
Bills.

Money for banks

and higher loan losses in the
wake of Covid-19, equity raising
by PSBs from capital markets is
now possible at low valuations.
Government equity support will
provide extra cushion and help
the banks raise more funds from
the markets.

According to the first batch of
supplementary demands for
grants 2020-21 tabled in
Parliament on Monday, a total of
Rs 20,000 crore has been sought
“for meeting expenditure to-
wards recapitalisation of public
sector banks through issue of
government securities”.

The government sought ap-
proval for a total additional
spending of Rs 2,35,852 crore,
which includes cash outgo of Rs
1,66,983 crore, while the rest will
be met through savings of de-
partments and ministries.

Apart from bank capital infu-
sion, Rs 40,000 crore has been
sought towards increased spend-
ing under the MGNREGS and
Rs33,771.48 crore for direct ben-
efit transfer under Jan Dhan
Yojana and National Social
Assistance Programme.

Approval for Rs 44,340 crore
of spending has also been sought
towards providing additional al-
location under post devolution
revenue deficit grant to states as
per the 15th Finance
Commission's recommenda-

tions.

about the future of this invest-
ment boom. The prominent
faces being tracked in OKIDB in-
clude T K Kurien, the Chief
Investment Officer at the Premyji
Invest, a venture capital com-
pany set up by Azim Premji;
Anish Shah, Group CFO,
Mahindra Group; PKX Thomas,
CTO, Reliance Brands; Brian
Bade, Chief Executive, Reliance
Retail; and Vineet Sekhsaria,
Country Head, Morgan Stanley,
Real Estate Investing.

Also in OKIDB are Flipkart
co-founder Binny Bansal;
Zomato founder and CEO
Deepinder Goyal; Swiggy co-
founder and CEO Nandan
Reddy; Nykaa co-founder and
CEO Falguni Nayar; Uber India’s
head of driver operations Pavan
Vaish, and PayU business head
Nameet Potnis.

Also under watch are
Professor Abhay Karandikar,
Director, IIT, Kanpur; and
Professor Deepak B Phatak, IIT,
Bombay, known for upgrading
Aakash, advertised by its man-
ufacturer as the “world’s cheap-
esttablet.”

An analyses of the entries
show that venture capitalists
and angel investors are the most
tracked persons in OKIDB. The
focus is also on founders, CEO,
CFOs, CTOs, and COOs of key
sectors.

The rapidly growing digital
health sector is the one most
tracked portfolio, followed by
the digital education sector.
Post-demonetisation, the Modi

leaders and bureaucrats from
the Kashmir Valley and Ladakh,
the arena of the current India-
China standoff at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

China was in a face-off with
India at Doklam in Sikkim in
2017; Beijing had knocked at the
UN Security Council seeking a
meeting to discuss India’s abro-
gation of the special status of
Jammuand Kashmir last August,
and earlier in March had stalled
a UNSC proposal to designate
Jaish-e-Mohammad  chief
Masood Azhar aglobal terrorist.

Beijing’s watch on the
North-East has many reasons.
Foroveradecade, China’sdam-
building spree and water diver-
sion plans along the
Brahmaputra (Yarlung

government has been pushing
for  digital  payments.
Unsurprisingly, the top pay-
ment apps are part of the data-
base. So are the supply chain
portfolio and delivery apps. Also
under watch are the tech start-
upsin the urban transportation
segment.

Some of the entries in
OKIDB under key segments are:

Angel investors and
venture capitalists:

W Matrix Partners India,
whose portfolios include Indian
ride sharing company Ola,
Practo(a platform that connects
patients with doctors), and the
Indian payment gateway app
Razor Pay.

M Kalaari Capital, whose
portfolios include Indian e-
commerce companies
Snapdeal, Myntra & Urban
Ladder.

M Seed Fund, who portfolios
include sports media firm
sportskeeda,and RedBUS.in,an
aggregator of routes, tickets and
inventory for inter-city bus net-
work.

W Fireside Ventures thathas
backed brands such as
MamaEarth and the Ayurveda
Experience.

The list includes the
Japanese officials on Incubate
fund in India, whose portfolios
in the country include
ShopKirana, leading Go-to-
Market platform brand, Yulu,
the rental bike-sharing plat-

J&K to North-East,
many Chief Ministers in between

Tsangpo)onits side also remain
asource of tension between the
two neighbours. Those in the
Zhenhua list include at least 12
current or former Chief
Ministers and their relatives; 10
serving ministers holding infra-
structure portfolios such as
Power, Water Resources,
[rrigation, River Development
and Public Works, and several
key  bureaucrats from
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Sikkim, Tripura and West
Bengal.

From Kiren Rijiju, Union
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Youth Affairs and
Sports, to Mehbooba Mufti, for-
mer Chief Minister of JRK when
it was a state — she is currently

New economy under watch

form,and Gaming Monk, an es-
ports gaming platform.

Also in OKIDB are German
officials of NEXT STEP India,
which is a market discovery
program for German startups to
explore opportunities in India;
and top officials of the
Everstone Capital, which man-
ages assets worth $5 billion
across private equity, real estate,
and venture capital.

Digital Healthcare

B Cipla-backed Wellthy
Therapeutics, that delivers clin-
ically-validated digital thera-
pies.

M Strand Life Sciences, the
Bengaluru based silico technol-
ogy company named as the
technology pioneer twice at the
World Economic Forum.

B Gramin Healthcare, that
provides primary healthcare
services in Rural India.

Digital Education

B Byjus, adda247,
Oliveboard, the country’s top
learning apps.

M Learnyst, the all-in-one
platform that helps educators
build their own online plat-
forms to conduct live classes.

M Kenznow, a top online
platform for education abroad.

B Aucxilo, that offers study
loans for Indian students.

Payments

B Country’s leading pay-
ment apps Paytm, Razorpay,
and PhonePe.

Rijiju

in detention — those being
monitored include Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad Sangma,
Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio and his deputy
Yanthungo Patton.

Not only do these states and
UTs share international borders
with five countries including
China, they are key to the
Centre’s Act East Policy being a
critical physical bridge between
India and South-East Asia.

Politically, the ruling BJP has
expanded its footprintin the re-
gion with its own Chief
Ministers in Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur, and Tripura,
since it assumed power at the
Centre in 2014.

Among those being moni-
tored are former members of

to Mulfti,

M Pine Labs, an Indian mer-
chant platform valued atUSD 1
billion.

M Avenues Payments, that
provides the payment gateway
CCAvenue that had partnered
60 Indian banks.

M FSS payment gateway
that had partnered with mer-
chants like IRCTC.

Supply Chain

B Mahindra Logistics

B Truxapp, supply chain
transportapp

W Shadowfax, a leading
crowdsourced B2B last mile de-
livery services platform

M Mojro, a logistics service
startup

M Logistimo, supply chain
firm that connects remote com-
munities with essential serv-
ices.

Delivery Apps:

M Online supermarket apps
Bigbasket and Daily Bazaar,
Zappfresh & Fresh Meat Market

B Food delivery apps
Zomato, Swiggy  and
FoodPanda; online meat deliv-
ery platforms; and now.bike,
B2Bdelivery platform for micro
retailers.

URBAN
TRANSPORTATION: Besides
Yuly, the database includes
Cityflo, the app-based premium
daily commute company;
Rapido, one of India’s largest
bike taxi services; and Lithium
Urban Technologies, a fully elec-
tric mobility service provider.

Parliament from Ladakh, lead-
ers of PDP and National
Conference in the Valley; state
Congress President Ghulam
Ahmad Mir; former Union
Minister Saifuddin Soz; Karan
Singh, son of Hari Singh, the last
king of the princely state of J&K.

In OKIDB, former Chief
Ministers from the North-East
include two from Assam, three
from Arunachal Pradesh, two
from Meghalaya, one each from
Manipur, Sikkim and Mizoram.

The list mentions bureau-
crats including Umang Narula,
now advisor to Lieutenant
Governor in Ladakh, and Japu
Deru, former MLA from
Bomdila and former advisor to
Arunachal Chief Minister Pema
Khandu.

Government sources said
bank wise equity infusion plan
will be finalised after taking into
account their internal assess-
ment of the impact of Covid-19
on their “balance sheets, liquid-
ity profile, asset quality and prof-
itability”.

The RBI has asked both pri-
vate sector and public sector
banks to raise equity to
strengthen their balance sheets.
A number of private banks have
raised capital of over Rs 80,000
crore from equity markets since
April.

“The current pandemic re-
lated shock is likely to place
greater pressure on the balance
sheets of banks, leading to ero-
sion of their capital. Proactive
building of buffers and raising
capital will be crucial not only to
ensure credit flow but also to
build resilience in the financial
system,” RBI  Governor
Shaktikanta Das had said last
month.

In recent years, the govern-
ment has significantly capitalised
state-owned banks and pursued
consolidation in the PSU banking

space. In the last three financial
years, the government has in-
fused equity of Rs 2.65 lakh crore
into state-owned banks. But the
pandemic is expected to lead to
a further surge in NPAs and ero-
sion of capital, necessitating an-
other round of capital raising by
banks. Industry sources said Rs
20,000 crore of capital may not
be enough for all PSBs and this
equity may go to relatively
weaker banks.

As per arecentassessment of
anexpert panel set up by the RBI,
corporate sector debt adding up
to Rs 15.52 lakh crore has come
under stress following the pan-
demic. The KV Kamath commit-
tee, which worked out the finan-
cial parameters for a loan
restructuring plan, has said that
72 per cent of the banking sector
debtworthRs 37.72 lakh crore re-
mains under stress, which is al-
most 37 per cent of the total non-
food bank credit.

Among other proposals to
augment the health infrastruc-
ture, the government has sought
Rs 14,231.96 crore, including Rs
5,915.49 crore, for meeting addi-

tional expenditure towards
grants-in-aid general for contain-
ment of the pandemic and Rs
2,475 crore to the Indian Council
of Medical Research. Approval for
anotherRs 10,000 crore has been
sought to meet expenditure to-
wards food subsidy under the
National Food Security Act.

Rs 1,232 crore will be allo-
cated to the Small Industries
Development Bank of Indiaonin-
terest subvention of 2 per centon
prompt repayment of Shishu
loans extended under the
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana.
AnotherRs4,000 crore willbe be
provided to the National Credit
Guarantee Trustee Company
Limited for giving government-
guaranteed collateral-free addi-
tional loans to MSMEs under the
Rs 3 lakh crore of Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme.

In May, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had an-
nounced a 65 per cent increase
(Rs40,000 crore) over the Budget
outlay for MGNREGS in the fifth
and final tranche of the
AtmaNirbhar Bharat package. In
the 2020-21 Budget estimate, the

New Delhi

government had reduced the al-
location under the scheme to Rs
61,500 crore, compared to the re-
vised estimate of Rs 71,002 crore
in 2019-20. The sharp hike came
amid migrants going back to their
hometowns after the nationwide
lockdown, leading to a sharp
surge in demand for NREGS
work.

Delhi Police

sites simultaneously. It was the
first indicator that there was a
conspiracy due to which it all
started.”

With questions having been
raised over the lack of action
against BJP leader Kapil Mishra
over his alleged inflammatory
speech a day before the riots in
the area, the DyCP was quoted as
saying, "A narrative is being cre-
ated that pro-CAA/NRC people
were involved in it, but it has not
come into the investigation yet.”

On Monday, the Delhi Police
got 10-day custody of Khalid,
who has been booked under the
UAPA, on charges stemming from
his participation in the anti-CAA
protests. The Delhi Police Special

Cell also questioned filmmakers
Rahul Roy and Saba Dewan on
Monday for around eight hours
and has told them to join the in-
vestigation in connection with
the riots.

Commenting on the criticism
over Khalid's arrest and the Delhi
Police investigation of the case,
Shrivastava said at the webinar,
"As we are approaching the final
end of this investigation, and as
you know Umar Khalid was ar-
rested so there is more sort of cry
especially on social media, print
media and also today the TV
channels... (They) are trying to
take away the sheen from the in-
vestigation. You know that peo-
ple whom we investigate, many
have very good social media pres-
ence."

Shrivastava said the Delhi
Police wouldfile a chargesheet by
Thursday in connection with the
conspiracy case in theriots."As it
is nearing, there is more and
more clamour and news... some
attempt by some interest groups
to discredit Delhi Police investi-
gation. The Delhi Police has regis-
tered 751 cases and it has gone
about itina very fair and impar-
tial manner and out of 751 cases,
340 have been solved. The re-
maining we have not got much
leadsin."

As per the PTI report,
Kushwaha said they had identi-
fied 25 protest sites, most of them
in trans-Yamuna area, and that
people who were part of it came
from outside, and were notlocals.
"People kept on going to the
protest sites again and again and
they talked about the CAA-NRC
so that more and more people
would come there and it would
look like a CAA-NRC protest was
going on.

Seeking Khalid’s custody for
10 days, the Delhi Police told
Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat on Monday that
they wanted to confront him
with documents running into 11
lakh pages.

Granting the police’s request,
AS] Rawat observed,
"Considering the nature of the
case and role of the accused
Umar Khalid that has surfaced so
far regarding the conspiracy and
involvement in anti-
CAA/NPR/NRC protest, with the
support of several radical
groups/organisations... [ deem it
fit that, for having an effective and
proper investigation, to allow the
present application for seeking
police custody.”

Special Public Prosecutor
Amit Prasad said that "from ex-
amination of witnesses, it was re-
vealed thataccused Umar Khalid
was coordinating the protest sites
in Delhi with other radical
groups",and said his custody was
required to "unearth a deep-
rooted conspiracy".

Trideep Pais, who appeared
on behalf of Khalid, said police
have stated no specific reason for
the remand. Pointing out that
Khalid had been questioned for
five hours on July 31,and around
12 hours on Sunday before his ar-
rest, Pais said, "Whatis their case?
This application does not even
say what they want to confront
him with; they want to make
(up) stuff as they go along.
Whether itis a speech which pro-
vokes or not --isn'titincumbent
to say when did he speak, where
did he speak?"

He also read out a transcript
of Khalid's speech, and said he
had not even been in Delhi dur-
ing the riots. "(His) Amravati
speechisabout peace..Evenlam
against the CAA, that is not a
crime. Whatis the crime Umaris
said to have committed? It is pub-
lic knowledge that people have
been pressured to give state-
mentsin police custody. They say
he protested. Everyone
protested... Thisapplicationis not
worth even a one-day custody.”

Prasad admitted that not
much had been disclosed, but
said this was needed under the
UAPA, for maintaining “sanctity
of the investigation”.
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EILM INDUSTRY APPEALS
70 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
FOR REOPENING OF CINEMAS

-~ -"-n..‘_. s

HUNLOCKCINEMASAVEJOBS

AT THE RATE OF A MONTHLY LOSS OF RS 1,500 CRORE, THE CINEMA EXHIBITION INDUSTRY
WOULD HAVE LOST UP TO RS 9,000 CRORES IN 6 MONTHS OF THE LOCKDOWN

Films are the soft power of India and cinemas continue to be the main form of entertainment
for millions of Indians. The cinema exhibition sector, comprising of close to 10,000 cinema
screens across the country, is a critical part of a functioning and dynamic film industry. This is
a sector which directly employs more than 2 lakh people while providing indirect employment
to lakhs of people. Due to countrywide lockdowns, the cinema exhibition industry has run into
an extremely adverse and hostile situation; it was the first sector to be shut down and will be
the last sector to reopen.

Malls, Airlines, Railways, Retail, Restaurants, Gyms and many such services have already
been restarted as part of 'Unlock India'. In the recently announced ‘Unlock 4’, Bars and Metro
services have also been permitted to reopen. Cinemas are equipped with better abilities to
ensure crowd management in stringent hygienic environments while maintaining applicable
social distancing norms. The following factors ensure the cinemas are always safe;

* Only paying patrons visit us unlike other activities where there are no entry tickets

Movie show timings are staggered, therefore no crowd build-up

Controlled and regulated entry and exits

Availability of ample waiting areas

Cinemas are professionally managed, hence compliance to SOPs is assured

Countries such as China, Korea, UK, France, Italy, Spain, UAE, USA, Singapore, Malaysia, Sri
Lanka and many others have already opened cinemas to the public with implementation of the
highest degree of safety protocols and have seen an encouraging response from the audiences.
Overall, more than 85 countries have fully reopened cinemas across the globe.

Assigning top-most priority to the health and well-being of our guests and employees, we have
developed and are ready to implement a safety plan with the most stringent SOP's, to ensure a
safe, secure and a hygienic cinema viewing experience for the movie lovers of our country.

GIVEN THE DIRE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF THE EPIDEMIC ON OUR SECTOR AND LIVELIHOODS OF PEOPLE
WE SINCERELY URGE THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA TO ALLOW REOPENING OF CINEMAS ON AN URGENT BASIS.

>

PRODUCERS
GUILD
OF INDIA

Multiplex Association of India

Under the aegis of
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry

N . mE . NE = New Delhi mE .
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° NOTICE FOR OBTAINING

TEMPORARY LICENSE FOR

SALE OF REDUCED EMISSION

IMPROVED (GREEN)
CRACKERS

APPROVED BY PESO

Application forms and terms & conditions
will be available w.e.f. 15.09.2020

e Applicant can download prescribed forms and affidavit from
www.delhipolicelicensing.gov.in

e Prescribed form & affidavit are also available at
the offices of jurisdictional DCsP

Forms can be submitted at District DCsP offices from
15.09.2020 to 22.09.2020 (both days inclusive)

Last date of depositing application forms is

22.09.2020 upto 06:00 PM

at the respective offices of jurisdictional District DCsP.

Last date for issuance of license by Districts DCsP is
23.10.2020

Validity of temporary fireworks license for
pucca shops is 24 days and 15 days for temporary shed
from the date of issuance of respective licenses

Appeals against rejection of applications by District DCSP can be
filed before jurisdictional Joint Commissioners of Police/Ranges
between 23.10.2020 & 24.10.2020 (both days inclusive)

DP/9254/2020

Appeals will be decided by the jurisdictional Joint CsP/Ranges
between 26.10.2020 & 27.10.2020 (both days inclusive)

E-mail to CP, Delhi at: cp.snshrivastava@delhipolice.gov.in
Write to: CP, Delhi at PO. Box No. 171, GPO, New Delhi

TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090

FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL112

TE
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CPM TOO CONDEMNS MOVE

Congjoins chorus against UAPAin
Umar arrest: ‘Has chilling effect’

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

ADAY after Delhi Police arrested
former JNU student leader Umar
Khalid under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA), the Congress Monday ap-
peared critical of the move while
the Left outrightly condemnedit.

Arguing that UAPA is a
special law that should apply in
special circumstances, senior
Congress leader Salman
Khurshid said invoking it in cases
of protests will have a “chilling
effect” on democratic rights.

Rajya Sabha MP and
Congress spokesperson
Abhishek Singhvi told The Indian
Express: “Congress has no prob-
lem with a fair, non-discrimina-
tory, even and balanced applica-
tion of the law. This is the
expectation in Khalid’s case also.
Unfortunately, past events have
frequently belied such expecta-
tions. We hope that does not re-
cur in this case. Apart from this
apprehension, we believe in the
law taking its course.”

Former Law Minister and
Rajya Sabha MP Kapil Sibal told

The Indian Express: “The manner
in which the police seems to be
investigating the Delhi riots es-
tablishes two things — the inves-
tigation process has been sullied
and is proceeding in tandem
with political considerations of
the union government to brush
under the carpet the complicity
of those who started the riots
and targeted people, and blame
those who were the victims.”
He said: “The fact that they
have obviously obtained state-
ments seeking to name academi-
cians like Jayati Ghosh, leaders
like Sitaram Yechury and people
like Apoorvanand who sympa-
thised with those who were
peacefully agitating shows the
extent to which the government
will go to silence dissent. Even
economists, intellectuals and po-
litical leaders are being targeted
toinstill fear in the minds of oth-
ers. This augurs ill for democracy
and is a pointer to the slow deci-
mation of Constitutional values.”
Lok Sabha MP Shashi Tharoor
tweeted: “PM says he welcomes
criticism, but forgets to mention
the cost of criticism to be paid by
those who who speak out. In to-
day’s India, payback is only re-

Police arrested former JNU
student Umar Khalid under
the UAPA on Sunday

served to our own citizens, never
against countries who actually
questionand challenge our sover-
eignty. #StandWithUmarKhalid.”

The Congress officially did
not react to the arrest.

The CPM said Khalid’s arrest
under provisions of the “dracon-
ian” UAPA is condemnable.

“This comes following the de-
tention, under UAPA, of Natasha
Narwal, Devangana Kalita (JNU),
Ishrat Jahan, a former councillor
of the Congress party, Jamia stu-
dents Meeran Haider, alsoanR|D
youth leader, Asif Tanha, Safoora
Zargar and Gulfisha Fatima and

Shifa-Ur-Rehman,” it said, argu-
ing that while “top BJP leaders
who made hate speeches and in-
cited violence are protected by
the Central government, young
peaceful protesters against the
CAA are being targeted and ar-
rested citing the utterly manu-
factured version of the country’s
Home Ministry and the Delhi
Police linking anti-CAA protests
with communal violence”.

The Centre, the CPM said,
must stop the practice of the
Special Branch summoning anti-
CAA activists for questioning and
trying to coerce them into impli-
cating those targeted by the
Home Ministry and the police.

Talking to The Indian Express,
Khurshid said: “If young people
in their enthusiasm and pas-
sions cross the line, [ would be
very surprised that they cross
the line to such an extent that
they could impose criminal cul-
pability on them.”

“But we don’t know enough.
Whatwe have seen of the charges
and chargesheets that have been
filed, they are extremely unsatis-
factory. Some judges have picked
them up to say that this is not fair.
Some judges have treated them

in their routine manner in which
investigations happen where you
tilt in the favour of the investiga-
tion because youdon’t wanttoin-
terfere with it. But the overall
picture is extremely unsatisfac-
tory,” he said.

The UAPA, he said, is being
imposed almost on a routine
manner on people who other-
wise would be granted bail.

“UAPA is imposed and then
they say this is a larger conspir-
acy... we will need more time to
investigate the larger conspiracy.
So, this imposing of UAPA indis-
criminately in this manner is ex-
tremely unsatisfactory. Because
UAPA is about terrorism and not
about anyone violating the nor-
mallaw of the land in which case
the CrPC applies to them. But
UAPA is a special case and it is a
special law that should apply in
very special circumstances. And
I'm not sure that it is very sensi-
ble for anyone to say there was
large-scale intent at terrorism or
something akin to terrorism that
happens when these kinds of civil
strikes happen and people come
out to agitate, etc. It is extremely
unfair and has a chilling effect on
democratic rights,” he said.

9 retd IPS officers raise questions on riot probe

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

ACADEMICS, ARTISTS, activists
and lawyers Monday con-
demned Umar Khalid’s arrest
and invoking of UAPA against
him, even as nine retired IPS offi-
cers questioned the Delhi Police’s
investigation of the Delhi riots.
“As citizens deeply commit-
ted to Constitutional values, we
condemn the arrest of Umar
Khalid who has been subjected
to a malicious investigation tar-
geting peaceful anti-CAA pro-
testers... With deep anguish, we

have no doubt in saying that this
investigation is not about the vi-
olence in the national capital, but
on the completely peaceful and
democratic protests across the
country against the unconstitu-
tional CAA,” read a statement
by 36 signatories, including
Syeda Hameed, Arundhati Roy,
Ramachandra Guha, T M
Krishna, Brinda Karat, Jignesh
Mevani, P Sainath, Prashant
Bhushan and Harsh Mander.
On Sunday;, retired IPS officer
Julio Ribeiro, who was former
Mumbai police commissioner,
DGP Gujarat and Punjab, and for-
mer Indian Ambassador to

Romania, had written to Delhi
Police  Commissioner S N
Shrivastava, questioning the
probe into the Northeast Delhi
riots cases. On Monday, nine
more retired officers wrote an
open letter to Shrivastava re-
questing re-investigation of all
riot cases. The signatories of the
letter included former Director
General National Crime Records
Bureau Shafi Alam and former
Special Director CBI K Saleem Ali.

“We were sad to note that one
of your Special Commissioners
had tried to influence investiga-
tions claiming resentment
among Hindus over the arrest of

some rioters belonging to their
community. Such a majoritarian
attitude in the police leadership
leads toa travesty of justice for the
victims of violence and their fam-
ily members belonging to minor-
ity communities. This would fur-
ther mean that the real culprits of
the violence belonging to the ma-
jority community are likely to go
scot free,” read the letter.
“Basing investigations on
‘disclosures’ without concrete
evidence violates all principles
of fair investigation. While im-
plicating leaders and activists,
who expressed their views
against CAA, all those who insti-

gated violence and are associ-
ated with the ruling party have
been let off the hook,” it read.

Delhi Police’s Additional
PRO Anil Mittal said that “inves-
tigation of all riot cases has been
done professionally and metic-
ulously. The matter is subjudice,
and any grievances in this re-
gard have to be raised at the ap-
propriate forum. Regarding the
letter written by Special CP,
mentioned in this letter, the
matter has already been adju-
dicated by the Delhi High Court.
Prima facie, nothing wrong was
found in issuing directions by
senior officers”.

SerenuiE

Government of Rajasthan
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EARS OF
CELEBRATING
THE MAHATMA

#HISRAT_AdH_ B

“ In the fight against Covid-19, our core belief is that 'Each Life
Matters. We will continue to work tirelessly until corona is

completely eliminated from the state®

Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister

Dialogue on Corona Awareness

Open Platform Discussion with Eminent Doctors

15" September, 2020, 11:30 AM (Today)

PARTICIPANTS

Chief Minister, Rajasthan
Health Minister MoS, Health

Distinquished Doctors of the Country

Dr. Naresh Trehan
(CMD, Medanta, Gurugram)

Dr. S. K. Sarin
\ (Director, ILBS, New Delhi)

Dr. Devi Shetty

(Chairman, Narayana Hridayalaya, Banglov

-

TV Channels

Online Platforms for Live Telecast - Facebook,
Youtube, E-Mitra Plus Centers, Video Walls & Regional

El https://www.facebook.com/AshokGehlot.Rajasthan
{I https://www.youtube.com/user/GehlotAshok

~

Rajasthan Samwad

J

Department of Information and Public Relations, Rajasthan

Firozpur).

torailways.

consignments.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT UNITS (BDUs)
I 1l | TeevaSenvices _EY)!

In order to increase the share of rail transportation
in non-traditional cargoes, exclusive Business
Development Units have been set up at the
zonal headquarter and all five divisions i.e.
(Delhi, Ambala, Lucknow, Moradabad and

I g Transportation Solutions

These units have been mandated to interact with
various industries and trading entities and offer
suitable rail transportation solutions to find
mutually beneficial ways and to facilitate a shift

Q) Time-tabled Freight Trains

One major initiative being planned by Northern
Railway in this regard is the running of time-
tabled freight trains for less than full train load

These services have been named as ‘TEEVRA
Services' (Time-tabled Efficient and
Economically Viable Railway Services) and
would be offering time-tabled freight
transportation services between different
origin-destination combinations. Freight
customers would be able to book according to

thewagon basis.

Affordable Freight Services @ ) |

This initiative of Northern Railway is aimed at
providing affordable time-tabled freight
services for MSMEs and other small industries

and units.

" Contactetis (o)

Interested business entities may contact the
following nodal coordinators of the Business
Development Units (BDUs) for any enquiry,

suggestions or assistance.

Name of Officer |  Office |  Contact Number
Chief Freight Northern Railway, Headquarters 011-23387643,
Transportation Manager, NR Office, Baroda House, New Delhi 9717630903
Senior Divisional Operations Delhi Division 011-23743352,
Manager, New Delhi DRM Office, New Delhi 9717631900
Senior Divisional Operations Lucknow Division 0522-2234520,
Manager, Lucknow DRM Office, Lucknow 9794833900
Senior Divisional Operations Moradabad Division 0591-2412012,
Manager, Moradabad DRM Office, Moradabad 9760534900
Senior Divisional Operations Ambala Division, 0171-2610553,
Manager, Ambala DRM Office, Ambala 9729539900
Senior Divisional Operations Firozpur Division, 01632-244488,
Manager, Firozpur DRM Office, Firozpur 9779232900

Integrated Helpline No.

139

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Your Convenience ¢ Our Concern

Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

Pls join us on o o !ﬂo

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

New Delhi

Security Helpline No.

182
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National Engineer's Day

ADVERTORIAL

Engineering is a way of thlnkmg'

Celebrated in the loving memory of Sir M Visvesvaraya, one
of India’s finest engineers of all times, National Engineers
Day celebrates the noble profession of engineering and its

various contributions to mankind

ciety and its success, engineering as

a profession is of immense impor-
tance to mankind. Since time immemor-
ial, engineers have put their efforts in
“transforming the theoretical to the
practical for the betterment of all.” The
term engineering is derived from the
Latin ingenium, meaning "cleverness"
and ingeniare, meaning "to contrive,
devise".

Born on September 15, 1861, in Mud-
denahalli village of Karnataka, the
Bharat Ratna awardee Sir Mokshagun-
dam Visvesvaraya was a stellar Indian

I TS a given that for growth of our so-

civil engineer of his time. He contributed
significantly to India’s progress and
went on to become the country’s “most
prolific civil engineer, dam builder, econ-
omist, statesman, and can be counted
among the last century’s foremost na-
tion-builders.” Among his notable con-
tributions are the construction of the Kr-
ishna Raja Sagara Dam in Mysore as
well as the flood protection system for
the city of Hyderabad. While he was the
chief engineer for the former, he was the
chief designer for the latter.

Sir M Visvesvaraya is credited with his
contribution to harnessing water re-

sources in the country and was chiefly
responsible for the building and consol-
idation of dams across the country. Hon-
ouring Sir M Visvesvaraya’s innovative
and novel engineering solutions, every
year our country celebrates National En-
gineers Day on 15 September, as a trib-
ute towards his remarkable achieve-
ments for the betterment of our society.
“Due to his outstanding contribution to
the society, Government of India con-
ferred 'Bharat Ratna' on this legend in
the year 1955. He was also awarded the
British knighthood by King George V,
and hence has the honorific 'sir'”.

Disrupting the Electronic Goods Industry to Reach the Masses!

What was your thought process
behind the conceptualisation of
Detel EV?

As soon as the Govt declared that by
2030, most of the automobile industry
will be electric, Dr Yogesh Bhatia,
Founder/CEO Detel India/ B2Badda.com
[PreLoved Device wanted to bring an af-
fordable electric vehicle in the market
with a price point attractive to the
masses. As a responsible brand, Detel
has always strived to bridge the gap be-
tween desirability and affordability by
launching economical, good quality
products.

How did you engineer this
product to make it the world's
most economical electric bike?

At the price point that we have
launched Detel
Easy EV, with
lithium ion bat-
tery and 3 years
warranty,  we
have again given a disruptive price
point to our customers. EV with Lead
acid battery are available at more ex-
pensive price point with warranty of just
1 year.With Detel Easy, we are proud to
be a brand which is#connecting40cror-
eindians and#deteldecarbonisesindia.

Is India ready for electric bikes
and cars, as not many are using it
currently? What is your take on
this?

Depending on having charging sta-
tions is a big disadvantage for EV. But
with Launch of our first Electric vehicle
product, Detel Easy, which is easily
chargeable at home or office, we have
removed this hindrance too. The battery
can be dismantled and taken near a
charging point making it absolutely has-
sle free for our valuable customers.

What is the biggest challenge
that consumers face regarding

DETEL

Detelt

electric bikes? How is the indus-
try trying to resolve this?

The biggest challenge definitely is
high dependency on charging stations
for the electric vehicles. Detel Easy has
resolved this by breaking this entry level
barrier for the customers. Detel Easy is
as easy as charging your other gadgets
at home, or anywhere where there is a
plug point. Industry can definitely re-
solve this by introducing new products at
economical prices so that customers can
adapt to entry level products easily.

What can be done to provide a
boost to the EV industry in India?

EV user should be prioritised and in-
centivised by giving them parking con-
cessions/priority, toll concessions etc for
contributing to the environment by be-
ing responsible
customers.

What other
products do
you offer to
consumers?

Detel, a 3year old brand is one of the
top 100SMEs of India, associated with
consumer electronics. It also has a sub
brand DetelPro which is it's health and
hygiene vertical. The company also com-
prises of B2Badda.com, India’s first hy-
brid online business platform and
PreLoved Device.

Being a start-up in the EV in-
dustry, what challenges do you
face?

We would like to make a significant
change through our vision of connect-
ing 40 crore Indians. There are several
challenges which we need to address
towards accomplishing our goal suc-
cessfully such as sourcing of raw mate-
rials, procurement and charging station
infrastructure.

What are your expectations
from the government?

Consumer Electronics

B2B A

adda 5 .;:.
o Oﬁﬂpka E-Bozaar

B2B Platform

“Realising the rural India’s hesitation
for putting huge investments in
electronic goods, Dr. Yogesh Bhatia,
Founder & CEO of Detel India,
b2badda.com and PreLoved Device,
relied on his over 23 years of extensive
experience to establish Detel India —
an affordable, yet technologically
advanced consumer electronics brand.
The brand's vision is to make such
electronic goods and products that
are accessible in every nook and
corner of the country.

DETEL FAMILY

DetelEY

Electric Vehicle

With every purchase of
EV, Detel is proud

to gift atree toit's
customer, in his name.
The customer will

also get the geo
location of the tree
along with a certificate.
A humble initiative by
Detel for our mother
earth, for a greener,
healthier India.
#deteldecarboniseindia

The expectation from the govern-
ment is to prioritize EV consumers -
Parking space, charging station and sub-
sidy to EV manufacturing plants so as to
make it more affordable. This would
make us even more Atmanirbhar and
will resonate with government's vision
too.

Since your product prices are
low compared with other brands,
does this strategy hurt your
profit margins being a start-up?

As per our business philosophy, we
always try to bridge the gap between
desirability and affordability in each of
the category of our business. EV industry
is a new entrant for us, so the price
point was necessary to meet this goal
of making our EV consumers adapt to
this innovative product.

What is the vision of Detel In-
dia?

Detel India vision is to establish Detel
Brand as a trustworthy, reliable, value
for money, “Make in India” brand for all
Indians and hopefully, in future, for the
global community as well.

What will be your advice to
budding engineers and engineer-

DetelPro

ing start-ups of today?

On this special day, we would like to
thank all our bright engineers of India
for bringing so much recognition glob-
ally. With the vision of our cabinet min-
ister,Mr Nitin Gadkari to see India as a
global hub for EV industry,we would be
delighted to see more indigenous, eco
friendly, innovative and economical
products to make India be ahead of the
world in EV industry.

Your advice to your fellow
business fraternity. Your words
of wisdom on adapting change?

Without sounding too philosophi-
cal, I would say "badlaav hee samay
ka niyam hai" — those who cannot
change their minds cannot change
anything. Do not be rigid about your
products or markets. Be ready to
change your thinking, strategy,
and processes according to the market
situations. We all have suddenly
encountered “the unexpected”. This
will result in markets changing; in the
short, medium, and long term. Do not
be afraid of taking decisions and
to adapt to continuously changing
conditions.

Health & Hygiene

Refurbished Devices

New Delhi
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CORONAVIRUS

IN THE CAPITAL

Total Vacant

TOTALCASES | HoSPITALBEDS 14,456 7,767
2,21.533 | ventiLators 1222 461
Daily cases | Recoveries | Deaths | Tests §
Sep 13 4235 3,403 29 56,656 %
Sep 14 3,229 3,374 26 44,884 'g
Total 28,641* 1,88,122 4,770 | 21,84,316 £

96,000 recoveries under home
isolation prove its success: CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

AROUND 96,000 people in Delhi,
who were put under home isola-
tion, have so far recovered from
Covid-19 while 30 deaths have
been registered in this category,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in-
formed the Delhi Legislative
Assembly during a one-day spe-
cial session on Monday.

As per figures shared by the
CM, out of 1.88 lakh recoveries
recorded in Delhi so far, 51.18%
people got cured under home iso-
lation, which he said was reflec-
tive of the success of the experi-
ment that encouraged people to
get tested and also prevented
healthcare infrastructure from
getting overwhelmed.

The Delhi government’s
September 14 health bulletin said
16,568 patients remain under
home isolation in the city.

“Once we introduced the
home isolation protocol, people
stopped avoiding  tests.
Otherwise, many did so to avoid
going to quarantine centres. In
fact, contrary to perception, fam-
ily members of a person actually
take great care of asick person. All
across the world, healthcare in-
frastructure came under great
strain and we thought if devel-
oped countries are struggling to
cope, what will be the situation
here. Hence, we encouraged
home isolation,” Kejriwal said.

Participating in a short dura-
tion discussion, Kejriwal said
Covid cases rapidly grew in Delhi

— BRIEFLY —

CM lauds JEE
mains qualifiers

New Delhi: Over 500 stu-
dents from Delhi govern-
ment schools qualified the
recently concluded JEE
mains. Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said,
“Congratulations to each
student and teachers.Am
proud of you.”

Farmers
stopped at
border

Noida: A farmers group
protesting against agricul-
tural ordinances was
stopped at Ghaziabad
border while enroute to
Jantar Mantar Monday.

Woman held
forkilling
daughter

Noida: A 32-year-old
woman was arrested for
allegedly Kkilling her
daughterin Noida's Sector
49. The accused’s family
has told police that she has
been suffering from men-
tal health issues and
would often have violent
episodes.

Man held
for robbery

Noida: A35-year-old man
was arrested by Noida
Police for allegedly rob-
bing people after meeting
themonthe pretext of sell-
ing products on OLX. ENS

CM Kejriwal speaks at the Legislative Assembly Monday
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as 32,000 passengers had re-
turned to the city from various
foreign countries by March 22.
"Out of all the flights returning to
India, 80%-90% landed in Delhi.
And at that point, there were no
norms on isolation, quarantine,
there was no ICMR guideline. On
March 22, the Delhi Health
Secretary wrote to district mag-
istrates directing them to identify
all 32,000 passengers who had
returned. It was an impossible
task. Only around that time did
the Centre issue guidelines to
quarantine such people.

"They came from countries
which had a high prevalence of
the virus. We did not have enough

PPEs, testing kits. They must have
spread the virus to agreat extent.
Ialso want to thank the Centre for
providing us testing kits, oxygen
cylinders. If the Centre says it
tackled coronavirus alone, it
would be lying, and if we say we
controlled the situation alone, we
would be lying. It was a team ef-
fort which also involved NGOs,
spiritual organisations, etc,"
Kejriwal said.

As perrecords, the decision to
screen foreign return passengers
attheairport and share their con-
tacts with the district administra-
tions was taken on March 3,
when the city had one positive
case. According to official docu-

25-yr-old doc dies
after month-long

battle with Covid

ASTHA SAXENA &
SOMYA LAKHANI
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

A 25-YEAR-OLD doctor who
completed his MBBS from Al-
IMS died Monday morning af-
ter having battled Covid for over
amonth.

Dr Vikas Solanki, a resident
of Hisar in Haryana, tested pos-
itive for the disease last month
and had been availing treat-
ment at a hospital there. He was
shifted to the AIIMS campus in
Jhajjar as his complications
grew.

On Saturday, Dr Solanki was
shifted from the Jhajjar campus
to AlIMS Trauma Centre in Delhi
and was put on ventilator.

Dr Ajay Mohan, a surgery
resident at AIIMS, who was
Solanki's senior during their
MBBS days at the Institute, said
he died at 8.30 am at the
Trauma Centre. Mohan said
Solanki was initially “asympto-
matic” and that the virus “first
impacted his pancreas leading
to hypoglycemia and sepsis.
Slowly, his organs started shut-
ting down. He underwent dial-
ysis too — the condition of his
lungs deteriorated and then on
Monday morning, he passed
away. He was a dynamic young
man; it's so heartbreaking and
scary."

Friends and colleagues who
worked with him at AIIMS de-
scribed him as a topper, and a
jovial person with a great vision.
According to doctors, Solanki
left the institute in 2018-2019,
but planned to apply for a non-

Dr Vikas Solanki completed
his MBBS from AIIMS. He
was undergoing treatment
at AIIMS Jhajjar

academic job in the institute.

Dr Wamiqur Rehman
Gajdhar, his senior and a close
friend from his AIIMS days,
who recently lost his father to
Covid, said, “I was yet to come
out of the grief of losing my fa-
ther, and now news about Vikas
has left me heartbroken. He
was one of the brightest stu-
dents I have met at AIIMS. He
had knowledge about every-
thing — from medicine to phi-
losophy, politics to history. We
had a lot of common interests
and bonded well during our ed-
ucational journey.”

In2015, Dr Solanki had gone
to Leh where he and his friends
sponsored the fee of students
from classes VI to X in a school.

“For two years, not a single
child had to pay a penny for ed-
ucation. He always asserted
that investment on education
by the government can change
the face of India,” said Dr
Abhinav Singh Verma, a neuro-
surgeon at AIIMS who studied
with him.

SISODIATESTS
COVID POSITIVE

New Delhi: Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
tested positive for Covid-19
on Monday. He is under
home isolation. “At present,
I have no fever or any other
symptoms and I am fine,”
he tweeted. Several MLAs
— including Madipur MLA
Girish Soni, Karol Bagh MLA
Vishesh Ravi, RK Puram
MLA Parmila Tokas — were
found positive after they
were tested ahead of a one-
day session Monday. ENS

ments, the CM was informed on
March 8 that "1,40,603 passen-
gers have been screened at the
Delhi Airport and placed under
surveillance".

On Monday, the CM also said
that since July 26, 5,264 patients
from other states have been
treated at Delhi government hos-
pitals. He said the testing rate in
Delhi per 10 lakh per day stands
at3,000,which was onaparwith
the United Kingdom.

"The corresponding figures
are 1,388 in USA, 2,311 in Russia,
and 858 in Peru while India has
anaverage of 819 tests per million
perday,” the CM added. Delhi re-
lies heavily onrapid antigen tests,
which have a sensitivity rate of
50.6% to 84%. Till August 27, less
than 1%rapid tests were followed
up through RT-PCR.

KEJRIWAL SAYS SHOULD WAIT TILL COVID SUBSIDES

Centre tells SC: Noimmediate
removal of jhuggis at Rly lines

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE CENTRE Monday told the
Supreme Court that there will be
no removal of slum clusters along
railway tracks in Delhi till the de-
partments concerned that are
looking into the issue come up
with a decision.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta conveyed this to a bench
headed by Chief Justice of IndiaS
A Bobde, which took note of the
submission and adjourned the
hearing by four weeks.

“Mr Tushar Mehta, learned
Solicitor General appearing on
behalf of the respondent, Union
of India, states that the Ministry
of Railways, the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs, and
the Government of NCT of Delhi
are going to take a decision on the
issue raised in the instant inter-
locutory applications and till
then they will not take any coer-
cive action against the slum
dwellers. Stand over for four
weeks,” the bench, also compris-
ing Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramaniam, said in its
order.

The submission came when
the court took up for hearing ap-
plications including one by Delhi
Congress leader Ajay Maken
against the SC's August 31 direc-
tion to remove 48,000 jhuggis
along railway tracks, including
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SChad directed to remove 48,000 jhuggis along rly tracks

encroachments in the railway
safety zone, within three months.

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said in the Delhi
Assembly on Monday that the
Centre’s affidavit was positive
and the different agencies in the
city will have to work together to
ensure jhuggi dwellers are not
left stranded.

The August 31 order directed
that “a comprehensive plan for
removal of jhuggis be made and
executed ina phased manner”.It
also directed that “encroach-
ments which are there in the
safety zones should be removed
within a period of three months
and no interference, political or
otherwise, should be there and
no court shall grant any stay with
respect to removal of the en-

Another salary protest, this time
by Kasturba hospltal nurses

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

FOLLOWING A strike by admin-
istrative staff and teachers of
North MCD against adelay in pay-
ment of salary, nurses at the cor-
poration’s Kasturba Hospital held
a two-hour protest on Monday.
Nurses in other hospitals and
health facilities run by the North
MCD, whose salaries too have
been delayed by three months,
are likely to join the protest.

B L Sharma, president of the
hospital’s nurses’ union, said they
were last paid in May. He said the
protest will go on till they get an
assurance from the administra-
tion. This comes even as the Delhi
High Courtintervened in the mat-

At the protest in Kasturba
hospital on Monday

terand asked the civic body to pay
salaries.

Explaining the delay, North
body deputy standing commit-
tee chairperson Ritu Goel said
around Rs 950 crore is due from
Delhi government. “Besides col-
lections from stamp duty, adver-

tising, toll tax and other revenue
sources have decreased,” she said.

Indu Jamwal, president of
Hindu Rao hospital’s Nurses’
Welfare Association, said, “Why
doesn’t the Central government
intervene? Are they not aware of
what is happening in Delhi?”

Sagardeep Singh, general sec-
retary of the Hindu Rao hospital
resident doctors’ association,
which is also a Covid facility, said
theylastreceived salaries for June.
“The situation here is such that
senior resident doctors either
don’twanttojoinordon’t wantto
renew their contractonceitends.”

AAP leader Durgesh Pathak
had tweeted asking the BJPtoim-
mediately pay the salaries. A
Delhi government spokesperson
did not comment.

Once its core member, Bhushan
says IAC propped up by RSS, BJP

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

AAP FOUNDER member and
civil rights lawyer Prashant
Bhushan, who was expelled
from the party in 2015, has
claimed that the India Against
Corruption (IAC) movement was
"propped up by the BJP and RSS"
to bring down the UPA govern-
ment.

Bhushan was a core member
of IAC, which was the precursor
to AAP led by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal. In
2015, he was expelled from the
party along with Yogendra Yadav
over alleged "anti-party activi-
ties".

In an interview with India

Bhushan was expelled from
the party in 2015

Today TV's Rajdeep Sardesai,
Bhushan said: "In hindsight
there are two things thatIdo re-
gret. One is not seeing that the
movement was to a large extent
supported and propped up by
the BJP-RSS for their own politi-
cal purposes to bring down the

Congress govemment and get
themselves in power.”

"I have no doubt about it
(RSS-BJP role) today. He (Anna
Hazare) was also probably not
aware of it, Arvind was aware of
it,[ have very little doubt of that.
The second regret that I have is
not having understood Arvind's
character earlier enough. I un-
derstood it too late by which
time we had actually created an-
other Frankenstein's monster so
tosay," he said.

When contacted, an AAP
spokesperson and Yadav de-
clined to comment on Bhushan's
allegations. While Yadav sup-
ported the IAC from outside, he
joined forces with Kejriwal in
August 2012 after the announce-
ment on AAP's launch.

3,035 FrRoM SOL, 285 STUDENTS FROM REGULAR COLLEGES, NCWEB REGISTERED FOR PHYSICAL EXAM

Few opt for offline test as second phase of OBE kicks off in Delhi Univ

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE SECOND phase of Delhi
University’s Open  Book
Examination (OBE) kicked off on
Monday with very few students
appearing for the examin the of-
fline physical mode.

The first phase of the OBE for
final year undergraduate and
postgraduate students had been
conducted completely in the on-
line mode last month. The second
phaseis now being conducted for
students who did not attempt

their examinations in the first
phase, and for PWD students who
wish to improve their perform-
ances. In the second phase, both
offline and online options have
been provided.

However, only asmall minor-
ity of students have registered for
the offline mode. Out of 13,815
students from the School of Open
Learning who have registered for
the exam, only 3,035 have se-
lected the offline mode. Apart
from that only 285 students from
regular colleges and the Non-
Collegiate Women’s Education
Board (NCWEB) opted for the

physical exam.

While few had opted for the
physical exam, even fewer ap-
peared at their centres on the first
day of the exams.

Of the 46 students from SOL
who were supposed to take the
test at Deshbandhu College on
Monday, the principal of the col-
lege Rajiv Aggarwal said only 22-
23 students turned up.

Payal Mago, principal of
Shaheed Rajguru College of
Applied Sciences for Women, also
said that only around 50% candi-
dates appeared at the centre."We
were supposed to have 75 candi-

Students at Deshbandhu College Monday. Tashi Tobgyal
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THE FIRST phase was

held only in the online
mode. The second phase
is now being conducted
for students who did not
attempt their examina-
tions in the first phase,

croachmentsin the areain ques-
tion”.

The direction came after the
Railways pointed out to the court
in a matter of removal of plastic
and other garbage along the
tracks that “there are predomi-
nant presence of jhuggis” along
“140 km route length of track in
Delhi”.

Kejriwal also said rehabilita-
tion of jhuggi dwellers before
demolition of their houses was
mandatory as per law. He also
said removing jhuggis during the
pandemic would lead to prob-
lems: “We should not proceed in
this direction till the time corona
subsides so that these areas do
not become hotspots and lead to
spread of disease.”

The Delhi government had

earlier written to the Northern
Railways, telling them that jhuggi
residents can be shifted to houses
builtbyiton paymentof uptoRs
11 lakh per house, but not before
March next year.

“If politicians or officers do
not work for a day, life will move
on, but if jhuggi dwellers don’t
work, the city will come to a
stop... In 70 years, no one made
housing plans for them. This is
why jhuggis mushroomed. .. Till
the timelamalive,l won’tlet you
suffer. If [ have to plead or fight
with anyone, [ will do it. [ assure
you, either the Centre or the state
will give you alternate housing,”
he said.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing in the
matter Monday, urged the court
to order a status quo, but the
bench pointed out that the
Centre has already stated that
there will be status quo till a de-
cision is taken.

Singhvi said that some dem-
olitions had taken place last
week. Mehta, however, said
these might have been under
some other order but not the
August 31 order.

Maken, in his plea, urged the
court to direct authorities to re-
habilitate slum dwellers before
evicting them and removing the
clusters as per the Delhi Slum & ]
Rehabilitation and Relocation
Policy, 2015, and the protocol (for
removal of jhuggis).

AIIMS grapples
with case of both
Covid and dengue

ASTHASAXENA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

AS DELHI continues to battle
Covid-19, a case of co-infection
with dengue is throwing up a
health challenge for doctors due
to overlapping initial symptoms
and laboratory parameters of
bothdiseases.Inone such case,a
30-year-old woman who tested
positive for Covid and dengue
was successfully treated at AIIMIS.

On August 23, the woman
came to the hospital’s medical
emergency with moderate grade
fever, chills, headache, body pain,
joint pain, and fatigue. However,
she did not show any respiratory
symptoms such as sore throat,
cough and breathlessness.

Doctors found that her
platelet count was low. As shealso
had fever, a Covid test was per-
formed which returned positive.

“We also suspected dengue as
she had fever, muscle and joint
pain, and low platelet count. She
turned out to be positive for
dengue NS1 antigen. Malaria test
for PFand PV were negative,” said
Dr Ashutosh Biswas, professor of
medicine, AlIMS.

While most dengue cases
throw up a negative test in 5-7
days, the woman was positive un-
til the 10th day of illness. “This is
an unusual finding in this case.
The reason is not clear as to why
the infectivity period of dengue
(NS1+ve)isincreased in the pres-
ence of Covid-19 infection in an
individual,” said Dr Biswas.

The patient was discharged
after nine days of hospital stay.

Fifty-three dengue patients

dates today but half appeared.
However, we had not been ex-
pecting more since these stu-
dents could also give it online if
they wanted so that would be
preferable for them,” she said.
AtDeshbandhu College, most
candidates — all from SOL—who
appeared for the exam said that
they had missed the first phase
because of lack of information.
“I'had three ‘back’ papers but
Ididn’t even know that these ex-

and for PWD students ams were happening. This exam
who wish to improve happened on August 10 and |
their performances. found out about it on August 11,”
said Kuldeep.
New Delhi Bl

The 30-year-old woman
who tested positive

for Covid and dengueis

the first such case at the
institute, said doctors

were admitted to AIIMS till
September this year, of which 42
were brought post the Covid out-
break. However, only one was
found to have a co-infection. In
Delhi, 131 cases of dengue and
114 cases of malaria have beenre-
ported so far.

“Thisis anew experience and
we expect that dengue s also go-
ing to have a similar kind of
pathogenesis like Covid. In
dengue and Covid-19,almost 80%
of patients are asymptomatic.
With a change in the season, the
number of dengue and Covid
cases may increase, and that can
be a cause of worry. Both viruses
cause cytokine storm and if in-
fected with both, the severity of
the illness will increase,” added
Dr Biswas.

According to experts, both vi-
raldiseases don’t have any antivi-
rals drugs or vaccine, and, there-
fore, it is extremely important to
look after management of such
patients. False positivity is alsore-
ported to be high among co-in-
fection cases, which may createa
diagnostic challenge.

“Ifadengue patientisalsoin-
fected with Covid-19, the mortal-
ity rate may be high. Patient man-
agement has to be planned well...
Many hospitals in Delhi are
Covid-only... the government
will have to plan this,” he said.

Another student Rishikesh
Rajput said that he had attempted
the paper in the online mode in
the first phase itself but had failed
to submit. “Since I don’t know
whether it will be considered or
not, | wanted to give it physically
this time,” he said.

In some exam centres, physi-
cal exams did not begin on the
first day.

“Eight students had papers to-
day and they all gave their exam
online. We have one PWD student
who might come for an offline
exam on Tuesday,” said Ramjas
College principal Manoj Khanna.
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Houske DIARIES
THE PANDEMIC EFFECT

M On the first day of Monsoon
session, not a single MP was spotted
without a mask. Many were using
disposable surgical masks and some
re-usable cotton masks. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi wore a
three-ply mask. Some MPs seem to
have gone for a bit of glamour on
masks, like Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and LJP's Chirag
Paswan. Some TMC MPs wore
customised masks. BJP's MP from
Telangana’s Nizamabad, Arvind
Dharmapuri, wore a mask of the
same material as his saffron kurta.

W Akey challenge to conduct the
session amid the pandemic has
been to ensure social distancing
between the members. Members of
both Houses have been seated in
chambers and galleries across two
Houses. It would appear that both
Houses have similar arrangements,
butitis not so. Lok Sabha has
transparent screens on each seat to
enhance social distancing; Rajya
Sabha does not have them. Rajya
Sabha chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
on Monday requested members to
not come to the Well to approach
officers of the secretariat — which
has been cordoned off. When
Harivansh was re-elected Deputy
Chairman, Naidu asked the Leader
of the House and the Leader of
Opposition to escort him to the
designated chair, but asked them to
not touch each other.

NO QUESTION HOUR:
MY QUESTIONS

m What steps is the govt
planning to take on
unemployment front?

m What does govt plan
to do to boost the
economy?

m What about the Covid
situation? Did we make
mistakes?

m Why are cases spiking
so much?

A regular Question Hour
would have given members
the opportunity to ask
supplementary questions on
the floor of the House. Now,
we will not get a chance to
cross-examine ministers

ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY,
Congress

On Day 1, pandemic issues prevail in proceedings

Speaker reminds members of extraordinary situation; Oppn members raise questions on move to do away with Question Hour

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

MONDAY'S FOUR-HOUR session of the Lok
Sabha on the first day of Monsoon Session
was, in a way, dominated by the pandemic.
From members arriving in masks to their
seats rearranged in keeping seating with
physical distancing norms, and from
Opposition members’ criticism of the move to
do away with Question Hour to repeated re-
minders by Speaker Om Birla that the House
ismeetingin an “extraordinary situation”, the
pandemicloomed large over the proceedings.

More than two dozen MPs belonging to
various parties tested positive, sources con-
firmed. The Lok Sabha secretariat refused to
divulge details.

Contrary to apprehension, the turnout
seemed to have surprised secretariats of both
Houses. In Lok Sabha, Birla expressed satis-
faction over the elaborate preparations and
cooperation he received from MPs, cutting
across party lines. “I am happy that MPs in
large numbers have turned up,” he said.

Sources said more than 300 MPs at-
tended the proceedings.

When the House met after adjourning for
an hour following obituary references to de-
ceased members, including former President
Pranab Mukherjee, the Opposition criticised
the government vehemently. As
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi
said that the decision to do away with

MARK OF M ASKS:
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Distancing marks in place Monday. More than two dozen MPs from various parties
were found Covid positive in tests conducted before the session got underway. P

Question Hour was to keep “movement of
officials to bare minimum”, Congress leader
of House Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said the
“arguments and rationale” cited for can-
celling it was “far from convincing”. He said,
“Question Hour is the essence of
Parliamentary democracy... because it makes
the executive answerable and accountable.”

SrOT YOUR MP

b B 0

Fellow Congress MP Manish Tewari cited
the book ‘Parliamentary Practice and
Procedure of Parliament’, by M N Kaul and S
L Sakhdher, to point out that the House
should unanimously agree to do away with
Question Hour.

AIMIM member Asaduddin Owaisi also
said Question Hour is “essential for the exis-

MPs outside the House
— distancing norms
were maintained all
along on the opening
day of the session on
Monday. Seats were
sanitised after the Lok
Sabha session got over
and before Rajya Sabha
MPs took the seats in
the afternoon. P11

DMK’s T R Baalu and K Kanimozhi outside the House.
The party’s MPs protested against the NEET exam and
the National Education Policy on Monday. P

(Above) Monday was
National Conference MP
Farooq Abdullah’s first
day in Parliament since
August 5 lastyear;

(left) NCP MP Supriya
Sule and Apna Dal’s
Anupriya Patel. PTI

Eight Bills tabled, two pending ones
get LS nod; govt says MSP will stay

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE GOVERNMENT on Monday introduced
eight Bills in Lok Sabha, while two pending Bills
were passed.

Five of these Bills were introduced to re-
place ordinances: Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Bill, 2020; Essential Comm-
odities (Amendment) Bill; Salary, Allowances
and Pension of Members of Parliament (Ame-
ndment) Bill; Banking Regulation (Ame-
ndment)Bill; and Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill.

The three others are new: The Bilateral
Netting of Qualified Financial Contracts Bill,
2020; Assisted Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Bill; and Factoring Regulation
(Amendment) Bill.

Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
moved two key Bills aimed at implementing
reforms in the farm sector. The Farmers’ Prod-
uce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill is aimed at allowing sale and
purchase of farm produce outside government-
regulated Agricultural Produce Market Comm-
ittee mandis. An ordinance on this was prom-
ulgated on June 5. The Bill brought toreplace it
comes at a time when farmers in Punjab and
Haryana are protesting against the ordinance.
The farmers argue that the ordinance intends
to phase out the system of minimum support
price. Neither the ordinance nor the Bill men-
tions anything on this. The Opposition hasalso
protested a central legislation on this, as agri-

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and BJP MP Jyotiraditya Scindia. P11

cultureisastate subject. Rejecting the charges,
Tomar said, “Don’t doubt the wisdom of the
government. Whatever legislation we have
brought, the government has legal right.”

He assured the House that the VISP will stay.
“Iwant to assure on behalf of the government
that MSP was there, is there, and will continue
tobe there,” he said.

While farmers are also protesting against
the Price Assurance and Farm Services Bill,
Tomar said this, too, is in their interest.

The Essential Commodities (Amendment)
Bill will replace the ordinanceissued on June 5.
Through this, the government has amended
the Essential Commodities Act, 1955, which
provided for imposition of stock limit of food-
stuff, including cereals, pulses, potato, onion,
edible oilseed and oil. Salary, Allowances and
Pension of MP (Amendment) Bill has beenin-

troduced to replace the ordinance promul-
gated to cut salaries of MPs during the
pandemic.

Bilateral Netting of Qualified Financial
Contracts Bill seeks to provide for enforceabil-
ity of netting of a qualified financial contract.

Assisted Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Bill proposes to regulate assisted
reproductive technology services. Factoring
Regulation (Amendment) Bill seeks toamend
Section 3 to widen the scope of financiers and
permitother NBFCs to also undertake factoring
business and participate on Trade Receivables
Discounting System platform for discounting
invoices of MSMEs.

The Lok Sabha passed The National
Commission for Homoeopathy Bill, 2020 and
The National Commission for Indian System
of Medicine Bill, 2020.

tence of Parliamentary democracy”.

The government argued that the
Parliamentary Affairs minister as well as
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh have had dis-
cussions with the Opposition over the move.

The Zero Hour - halved from one hour —
also saw the pandemic figure in many issues
raised. BJP member Bhanu Pratap Verma
(Jalaun)and Congress's VK Sreekandan (Pala-
kkad)wanted resumption of railway services,
cancelled during the lockdown, in their con-
stituencies. Apna Dal MP Anupriya Patel asked
the government to help students who are un-
abletoacquire laptop or tablet for online classes
by enhancing DTH services to rural areas.

Shiv Sena’s Shrirang Appa Barne asked
the Centre to pay GST dues to Maharashtra
tofight the spread of coronavirus in the state.

In his detailed statement on the Covid-19
situation, Health Minister Harsh Vardhan
said the battle against the virus is far from
over and stressed the need to continue pre-
cautionary measures. On a vaccine against
Covid-19, Vardhan said: “Globally, around
145 candidate vaccines are in pre-clinical
evaluation and 35 vaccinesin clinical trial. In
India..more than 30 vaccine candidates have
been supported, which are in different stages
of development.”

RS adopts motion to do
away with Question Hour

In Rajya Sabha, opposition parties appealed
to the government to not do away with

Question Hour and said questioning the gov-
ernment lies at the heart of democracy.

After Pralhad Joshi moved a motion to
suspend rules relating to starred questions
and private members’ business in Rajya
Sabha, TMC leader Derek O’Brien, who
moved an amendment to the motion, said,
“It (Question Hour) is the heart of
Parliamentary democracy; it is the only one
hour every day where the Opposition ques-
tions the ministers.”

O’Brien said Question Hour has never
been suspended before “in a regular ses-
sion”; it has “only happened during the
Chinese incursion in 1962 and during the
Emergency maybe,” he said.

Leader of Opposition Ghulam Nabi Azad
said since “people have no access or means
to pass questions to a minister inside
Parliament,” their representatives — the MPs
— ask questions on their behalf.

Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu said he, too,
is keen to have the Question Hour but “we
are meeting in extraordinary times”.

On doing away with Question Hour,
Naidu said, “...there were a number of in-
stances when it has been done. I do not want
to join the debate with anybody.... In 1962,
1975, 1976, 1991, 2001 — it has been done
umpteen number of times. I am not justify-
ing that on that account.”

O’Brien’s amendment was rejected and
government’s motion to suspend Question
Hour for the session was adopted.

—WITHKRISHN KAUSHIK

Harivansh elected RS
deputy chairman again

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

IT WAS A smooth sail for JD(U)’s Harivansh,
the NDA's candidate for the post of Deputy
Chairman of Rajya Sabha, election for which
was held on Monday.

Harivansh beat Manoj Kumar Jha of the
RJD, who was the joint Opposition candidate,
in a voice vote. This would be Harivansh’s
second innings as the Deputy Chairman of
the Upper House.

“Whether it is this side or that side,
Harivansh treats all in the same manner,
without differentiating, without being im-
partial,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
after the election.

The Prime Minister said that “to ensure
that Parliamentarians play within the rules is
quite challenging”, adding, “I was already
sure that he will be a good umpire, but with
his decisions and his decisive power, he even
assured those who did not know him.”

Harivansh, the Prime Minister said,
earned the respect of the House during his
term as the Deputy Chairman over the last
two years. His name was proposed by BJP
chief ] P Nadda, and seconded by Leader of
the House Thawarchand Gehlot.

Congratulating Harivansh, Leader of the
Opposition in the House Ghulam Nabi Azad
said “he has tried to do justice to members
of all the parties present in the House”. Azad
mentioned that “whoever is in opposition
usually has a complaint that they get less
attention”. He said that whether it is the
Chairman, the Deputy Chairman or any
chairperson, “they always try that every per-
son should get the opportunity to speak,

OBJECTIONS PUT IN FORCEFULLY

‘Attack on federal structure’ Oppn
slams farm sector, co-op banks Bills

LIZMATHEW
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE OTHERWISE noisy first day of the ses-
sion was subdued on Monday, but opposi-
tion parties put their objections to the gov-
ernment’s attempts on “coercive federalism”
and “misuse of Presidential powers on issu-
ing ordinances” forcefully.

Opposition members from the Congress
and the TMC expressed objections to the
government’s move to do away with
Question Hour and the issuing of ordinances
during the lockdown period.

Opposing Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s move to withdraw the Banking
Regulation (Amendment) Bill, N K
Premachandran of RSP pointed out that the
Bill was introduced in the House on March
3, but an ordinance was promulgated on
June 26.

He said: “Normally an ordinance is prom-
ulgated only in extraordinary situations....
When the government makes a legislative
proposal, the long-term interest of society
has to be taken into account. She brought the
Bill without applying legislative wisdom. So
lack of seriousness on the part of government
in legislative process is well proved in
this case.”

He argued that the government has taken
Presidential powers for granted.

EXPLAINED

Heat settoriseas
key issues come up

WHILE THE opening day saw rela-
tively subdued business in Lok Sabha,
proposed discussions on the LAC/bor-
der row with China, the economic
slowdown and migrant workers’ cri-
sis could raise the heat in coming
days. The Opposition seems to have
accounted for this, with several
younger MPs — or what is called the
“shouting brigade” — seated in the
chamber, so that they canraise issues.
Or rush to the Well in protest, if the
need arises.

Sitharaman countered saying the ordi-
nance was brought in as several cooperative
banks were facing stress during the pan-
demic. “But what we are bringing, after with-
drawing that Bill which came in the form of

New Delhi

NDA candidate and JD(U) MP
Harivansh defeated RJD’s Manoj
Kumar Jha, who was the joint
Opposition candidate, by a voice vote

from big parties, the government, opposition
as well as the leaders of smaller parties, or
even those who are nominated or are single
members (from their parties), because here
we are all equal, all members of the
Parliament are equal”.

Leaders of TMC, SP, BJD, TRS, YSR
Congress and DMK, among others, also con-
gratulated Harivansh.

Thanking the members, Harivansh said he
had learned a lot from the several leaders of
different parties, many of whom have helped
him in the past to get a better understanding
of the rules and conventions of the House.

“lam among such people who have had a
very long and prosperous Parliamentary life,
but they are my strength,” he said.

Harivansh added that “whenever such a
situation has come, and will come in the fu-
ture too, they will lead the way to
move forward following the rules and
procedures”.

ordinance, is essentially what the Bill of
March 2020 had, together with a few things
added — such as giving Reserve Bank (of
India) a chance to be able to restructure any
distressed cooperative banks in case they are
in severe distress,” she said.

Opposing introduction of the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)  Bill,
Congress’s Gaurav Gogoi said it deregulates
certain commodities, thus depriving state
governments of this control. He said, “This
deprivation of this essential responsibility
comes without any consultation with
states. This impingement on state powers
without any consultation renders the Bill
ultra vires.”

TMC's Sougata Roy called it “coercive fed-
eralism” by the Centre.” Pointing out that
states had the power to regulate stocks, he
said: “It was necessary for avoiding hoard-
ing and blackmarketing or seasonal short-
ages during floods or droughts. This
power was wholly with the state govern-
ment. Now, this power is being taken over by
the Central Government, and powers of
state governments to regulate have been
circumscribed.”

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor opposed the
move to introduce The Farmers’ Produce
Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, saying that it violates basic
tenets of federalism because agriculture is in
the state list.
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CJl to top requlators, serving and retired: 30 judges on monitored list

KAUNAIN SHERIFFM
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

FROM A JUDGE heading a panel
probing the killing of a BJP legis-
lator by Maoists in Chhattisgarh
to India's first anti-corruption
ombudsman appointed by the
Narendra Modi government, the
Overseas Key Information
DataBase (OKIDB) developed by
Zhenhua Data, and investigated
by The Indian Express, is monitor-
ing 30 judges including the cur-
rent Chief Justice of India, an-
other judge in Supreme Court,
three serving judges of the
higher judiciary, and four retired
judges of the Supreme Court
who are currently heading key
posts in various capacities.

The listincludes Chief Justice
of India S A Bobde, Justice
AM Khanwilkar of the Supreme

Court, Justice Sandeep Mehta of
the Rajasthan High Court, and
Justice Sunita Agarwal of the
Allahabad High Court.

It also includes judges who
have retired from the SCand are
currently in key positions:
Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose,
Chairperson, Lokpal; Justice
Shiva Kirti Singh, Chairperson,
Telecom Disputes Settlement
and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT);
Justice  Vikramajit  Sen,
Chairperson, Governing Board,
Bombay Stock Exchange and
Justice Chandramauli Kumar
Prasad, Chairperson, Press
Council of India.

Also on the list are former
Chairman of Intellectual
Property Appellate Board Justice
K Basha (IPAB) and Justice S
Usha, former Vice-Chairman,
IPAB.

The list scrutinised by The

CHINA IS
WATCHING

Indian Express includes two
judges who head separate pan-
els to probe Left-wing related in-
cidents: Justice Satish Agnihotri,
former CJ of Sikkim HC, heads a
judicial commission set up by
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Bhagel in August 2019
toinvestigate the Naxal attackin
Dantewada in April 2019 which
killed BJP MLA Bhima Mandavi
and four security personnel.

JUDICIARY

JUSTICE
A MKHANWILKAR

CHIEF JUSTICE OF
INDIA'S ABOBDE

JUSTICE
RMLODHA (RETD)

JUSTICE
P C GHOSE (RETD)

JUSTICE
AP SHAH (RETD)

And Justice Amitava Lala, for-
mer Acting CJ of Allahabad HC,
heads a one-man commission
appointed by West Bengal CM
Mamta Banerjee in March 2012
to probe the 1982 massacre of 16
monks and one sanyasin of the
Ananda Marg. He has so far sum-
moned several senior Left
leaders.

Former SCjudges Justices PK
Balasubramanyan and Arijit

Pasayat, who have also been
Chairpersons of Authority for
Advance Ruling (AAR), which
gives binding rulings in advance
tax matters pertaining to a for-
eigninvestment venture in India
are on the list of those moni-
tored. A scrutiny of the data fur-
ther shows two other Chief
Justices A P Shah (Delhi) and
Mohit Shah (Bombay) - indi-
rectly connected with the same

matter arising out of the AAR -
were also monitored.

In 2012, Justice
Balasubramanyan, heading the
AAR, had ruled in favour of min-
imum alternative tax (MAT)
levied on Castleton Investment,
a Mauritius-based company. In
2014, the I-T department had
sent notices to several Foreign
Portfolio Investors seeking MAT;
following the uproar among for-

eign investors, then Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley had consti-
tuted a panel headed by Justice
AP Shah, who recommended
MAT will not be applicable on
FllIs/FPIs not having a place of
business/permanent establish-
ment in India. At the same time,
in the Bombay High Court, a
bench headed by C] Mohit Shah
was hearing a case on a similar
MAT  matter involving
Luxembourg investor Aberdeen
Asset Management.

The list includes those who
have been part of human rights
panels: former SC judges Cyriac
Joseph, Shivraj Virupanna Patil,
Sujata Manohar, all of whom
served at the NHRC; Bilal Nazki,
former CJ of Orissa HC and for-
mer Chairperson of JRK Human
Rights Commission; Sujit Roy,
former (] of Orissa HC and for-
mer Chairperson of Assam

Human Rights Commission; and
Prakash Tatia, former
C] Jharkhand and former
Chairperson of Armed Forces
Tribunal.

Thelistalso includes: Former
CJI Justice RM Lodha, who
headed a committee consti-
tuted by the SC to suggest re-
forms within the BCCI; former
SC judge Justice Ganpat Singh
Singhvi, who chaired the now-
defunct Competition Appellate
Tribunal, and had set aside an
order of the Competition
Commission of India which im-
posed a Rs 52.24 crore penalty
on BCCl for abusing its dominant
position in organising the Indian
Premier League; and Justice
Abhay Mohan Sapre, former
judge of SC, who was part of the
bench that appointed SC judge
DK Jain as the new BCCI
Ombudsman.

US special envoy to
visit India today,
brief officials on
intra-Afghan talks

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

US SPECIAL envoy on Afghan
peace process Zalmay Khalilzad
will visit India on Tuesday and
meet top Indian officials to brief
Delhi on the intra-Afghan talks
that started on Sunday in Doha.
He had visited India in May this
year and met External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and NSA
Ajit Doval.

Khalilzad, the US Special
Representative for Afghanistan
Reconciliation, met top brass in
Islamabad on Monday.

In Doha, MEA's joint secre-
tary (Pakistan-Afghanistan-Iran)
] P Singh met Afghanistan’s for-
mer CEO and head of Afghan
peace process, Abdullah
Abdullah, on Monday.

“Had a good meeting with].P.
Singh, JS (PAI), Ministry of
External Affairs of Indiain Doha-
Qatar. We took stock of the de-
velopments on the peace efforts,
& the need for genuine regional
&international support for talks.
I also thanked India for its con-
tinued support,” Abdullah
tweeted.

Signalling a carefully cali-
brated shiftinits position onen-
gaging with the Taliban, India
participated on Saturday in the
commencement ceremony of
intra-Afghan talks between the
Afghanistan government and

US Special Representative
for Afghanistan conciliation
Zalmay Khalilzad

the Taliban in Qatar’s capital
Doha.

Jaishankar joined the cere-
mony via video link while South
Block sent Singh to Doha to at-
tend the meeting.

Jaishankar told the gathering
that the peace process must be
“Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and
Afghan-controlled”, “respect na-
tional sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Afghanistan” and
“promote human rights and
democracy”.

Neither he nor the Ministry
of External Affairs made any ref-
erence to “externally sponsored
terrorism” — this has always
been a reference to Pakistan.

In its statement on Saturday;,
the Ministry only said that “the
issue of violence across the
country and its neighbourhood
has to be effectively
addressed”.

As onion prices rise, govt bans
export with immediate effect

PARTHA SARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 14

WITH WHOLESALE prices of
onion at Maharashtra's
Lasalgaon market crossing Rs
30/kg on Monday, the central
government banned all export of
the bulb "withimmediate effect".

This comes even as the gov-
ernment is set bringing laws in
Parliament to remove all stock-
holding and movement restric-
tions on farm produce.

Prices at Lasalgaon's market

in Nashik district started rising
since early May. The recent ap-
preciation of prices is mainly due
to heavy August rain destroying
the onion crop of north Kar-
nataka, which was supposed to
hit the market early September.
Suresh Deshmukh, a com-
mission agent operating out of
Dindori's wholesale market in
Nashik district, also said that the
rain caused extensive damage to
stored onions in Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat. "Thus, at present it
is only Maharashtra which has
stored market-ready onion and
the supply crunch is set to con-

RJD MLA: Plot by JD(U)
behind Raghuvansh letters

SANTOSH SINGH
PATNA, SEPTEMBER 14

SENIORRJD leader Bhai Birendra
onMonday raised questions as to
how the ailing Raghuvansh
Prasad Singh could have written
letters from his ICU bed, and al-
leged a political conspiracy by the
JD(U). The JD(U) rubbished the
allegations as baseless.

Former Union minister Ragh-
uvansh Prasad Singh died on
Sunday. On September 10, he had
written a one-line resignation
letter to R]D chief Lalu Prasad and
two other letters — one to Nitish
about development in Vaishali,
and the other headlined “Rajneeti
matlab buraai se ladhna, dharm
matlab achchhai karna”.

Alleging a conspiracy, MLA
Birendra told The Indian Express:

Raghuvansh
Prasad
Singh died
on Sunday.

Wi

"I wonder how an ailing person
could write letters from his ICU
bed.Itis quite possible that those
letters were written by someone
else at the behest of (CM) Nitish
Kumar, who is trying to lure
Singh's son to make himamem-
ber of the Legislative Council. It is
a letter conspiracy... It is a JD(U)
plot and dirty politics.”
JD(U)spokesperson KCTyagi
said, "It is very callous of the R]D
leader to make such baseless al-
legations.”
FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

tinue until the new crop hits the
market in November," he said.
Regarding Monday's deci-
sion, farmer leader Raju Shetti
said, "This abrupt decision again
proves the promises made by the
central government were hollow.
They had no intention of protect-
ing the interests of farmers." The
founder of Swabhimani Paksha
said that by prohibiting the ex-
port of onions, the central gov-
ernment has cheated farmers.
Calling the move illegal,
Shetkari Sanghatana has called
for an indefinite road closure in
Maharashtra from Tuesday.

IMA ponzi scam:
CBI gets state nod
to press charges
against 2 IPS officers

Bengaluru: The Karnataka gov-
ernment has granted the CBI
sanction to press charges of
cheating and criminal breach of
trust on five police officers, in-
cluding two senior IPS officers,
for allegedly favouring a busi-
nessman, Mohammed Mansoor
Khan, during a probe into a ponzi
scheme run by his firm, I
Monetary Advisory (IMA) be-
tween 2017-19.

The state government has
given the CBI clearance to file a
chargesheet against the five of-
ficers, including IPS officers
Hemant Nimbalkar, currently
additional commissioner of po-
lice (administration) in
Bengaluru city,and Ajay Hillori,a
commandantin the state reserve
police. ENS

SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED

Open E-Tender Notice

the following work.

The Sr. Divisional Engineer-Ill, Northern Railway, Delhi Division invites E-Tender for

Name of
1 work

Annual Zone for maintenance of track work in the section of SSE/P-
Way/NDLS under ADEN/NDLS for the period ending 30.06.2021

Approx cost

2 of work

Rs.1,49,60,690.46/- (Rupess One crore Forty Nine Lakh
Sixty Thousand Six Hundred Ninety & Forty Six Paise Only)

Earnest Money to
be deposited

w

Rs.2,24,800/- (Rupess Two Lakh Twenty Four Thousand

Eight Hundred Only)

Cost of tender
document

I

Rs. 5900/~

opening of tender

5 Date & Time of submission of tender bid and

06.10.2020 @15:00 Hrs.

o

Website particulars where complete details of
tender documents can be seen

www.ireps.gov.in

* The tenderer/s must be registered on the Indian Railway E-Procurement system
(IREPS) site i.e. www.ireps.gov.in for participating in the e-tender system. * For all
terms and conditions please refer tender document. °

No manual offers are

acceptable. * Cost of tender document and Earnest money will be acceptable through
net banking or payment gateway only. No. 128-W/280/e-Tender Notice/NIT/20/2020-
21/W-3DRM's office Dated : 14.09.2020

Serving Customers With A Smile

1994/2020

HARYANA
TOURISM

e-Tender Notice

Sealed Tenders are invited from reputed Firms/Companies for
the Empanelment of Caterers and Decorators on
Royalty/Retainership and per function Venue Usage charges for
a period of three years and six months, services agreement to
provide comprehensive catering services and decoration
services etc. for Banquet Parties/Functions Parties organized at
Aravalli Golf Club, Magpie, and Badkhal Lake Tourist Resort in
two-bid system (Technical bid and Financial bid separately).
Interested parties have to submit processing fee Rs.1000+18 &
GST, Tender Fee Rs. 500+18% GST and EMD Rs.100000/-
Online on etenders.hry.nic.in as per the details mentioned in
Tender Document. The tender document with general terms &
conditions can be downloaded fromharyanatourism.gov.in/etend
ers.hry.nic.in/Accounts Office of HTC Magpie & Aravalli Golf Club
Tel.0129-4166303, 0129-2414810. The last date of submission
of tenders is 06.10.2020 latest by 2.00 PM and the same will be
opened by committee on same day i.e. 06.10.2020 at 2.30 PMin
the presence of interest tenders. Management reserves the right
toacceptorrejectany/ all tenders without assigning the reasons.

DGT, Govt. of Haryana

one

lady is as under.

http://cbi.nic.in
Fax No.011-24368639
DP/183/SE/2020

General public is hereby informed that
lady namely Saroj W/o Sh.
Ravinder R/o Plot of Pooran, Jhuggi G
Block, Nala Road, Madanpur Khadar,
New Delhi has been missing/kidnapped
from the area of P.S. Kalindi Kunj Delhi
since 26.07.2020. In this regard, a vide
DD No.78-A, dated 27.07.2012 has
been registered at P.S. Kalindi Kunj,
Delhi. The description of the missing

Age: 25 Years, Complexion: Shallow,

Height: 5'1”, Face: Round, Wearing: Orange Saree. Sincere
efforts have been made by the local police to trace out her but
no clue has come to light so far. If anyone has any information
about the missing lady then please inform P.S. Kalindi Kunj,
Delhi following Tel No. / e-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in and Website:

Ph:011-24368638, 24368641

SAROJ

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

Tender Notice

Dy. CME/Works for Chief Workshop
Manager, N.E. Railway, Mechanical
workshop, Gorakhpur, for and on behalf of
President of India invites open tender
through on line (E-Tendering) for the
following work :-

S.No. (1), E-Tender Notice No. & Name
of the work: Tender No.-"05-MWS-
GKP-2020-21" "Supply, Installation and
Training of Siemens NX Software with
workstation with other items". Estimated
cost (In Rs.) : 23,90,460.52, Earnest
Money : Rs - 47,800/-, Last date of tender

Sd/- S.H.O.
P.S. Kalindi Kunj, Delhi
Ph: 011-29945322

NORTHERN RAILWAY

1st CORRIGENDUM NOTICE

No.: 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/18/2020-21/W-3
The advertised tender notice no. 128-W/280/e Tender Notice/NIT/18/2020-21/W-3
dated 03.09.2020 in which one item namely "Annual zone for maintenance of track
work in the section of SSE/P-Way/NDLS under ADEN/NDLS for the period ending
30.06.2021." for Rs. 1,49,45,407.15, is scheduled to be opened on 25.09.2020 upto
15:00 Hrs. has been cancelled on administrative ground.

Dated: 14.09.2020

: Upto 11.00 hrs., Date
13.10.2020, Cost of the Tender form:
3,000/-, Period of Contract : 06
(Months). The details of above tender are
also available on Indian Railway Website
WWW.ireps.gov.in

Chief Workshop Manager, Mechanical Workshop,
CPRO/Mech. - 59 N.E. Railway, Gorakhpur

About any p amenity ¢

SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955
""Never travel on roof and foot boards"

1993/2020

Serving Customers with a Smile
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General Manager [Opcrations)

RAILWAY

OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER,
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION,
U.P. JAL NIGAM, NOIDA
JAAT CHOWK, CHIPYANA ROAD
(GAUTAMBUDHNAGAR)
Letter No. 1083/M-3/50
Date: 09.09.2020

SHORT TERM E-TENDER NOTICE

On behalf of the Chairman, U.P. JaL
Nigam, E-tenders are invited on
turn key basis for "Installation of
India Mark-1l hand pump in the
areas of GNIDA, District: G.B.
Nagar (U.P.)

"Intending tenders must be
registered with U.P. Jal Nigam in
class- "C" or above Category Hand
pump. Tender document shall be
available at e-procurement website,
http:\\etender.up.nic.in latest by
16-09-2020. Interested contractors
may view & download tender
document and upload their tender,
duly filled online latest by
23.09.2020 up to 15:00 hrs.
Uploaded tender document shall be
opened on 23.09.2020 at 16:00
Hrs. onwards in the office of
"Executive Engineer, Construction
Division UP Jal Nigam, Noida
(Gautam Budh Nagar)

Executive Engineer

Bhushan pays Re 1
fine: ‘Doesn’t mean I
have accepted verdict’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

ADVOCATE PRASHANT Bhushan
onMonday paid the Re 1 fine im-
posed on him by the Supreme
Court after his conviction in a
criminal contempt case, but said
this does not mean that he has
accepted the apex court verdict.

He filed a review petition
against the August 14 conviction
order, saying the matter “should
never (have)been heard by Justice
ArunMishra” whowas partof the
bench that found him guilty.

"Just because I'm paying the
fine does not mean [ have ac-
cepted the verdict,” Bhushan
told the media, adding that he
has already filed another writ
petition urging the court to lay
down a procedure for appeal in
cases where the SC takes suo
motu contempt action and pun-
ishes someone.

Bhushan alleged that the
government is trying to silence
voices of dissent. He said he had
received several contributions to
pay the fine and would use the
money to set up a “truth fund”,
which would be used to defend
personal liberty of those who
face state “persecution”.

The court had on August 31

Prashant
Bhushan

imposed on Bhushan a token
fine of Re 1 fine after holding him
guilty of criminal contempt over
two of his tweets which the
court said were “based on dis-
torted facts” and a
“malicious/scurrilous... attack”
on the “entire Supreme Court”.

Bhushan contended in the re-
view petition that he was con-
victed “without fully considering
his defence of truth and bona fide
opinion” and sought an open
court hearing in the matter.

He argued that the August 14
judgment “suffers from multiple
errors apparent on the face of the
record of both law and of fact”.

Bhushan contended that the
contempt “matter should never
(have) been heard by Justice
Arun Mishra” because “on sev-
eral occasions Hon’ble Justice
Arun Mishra has orally accused”
him “of committing contempt of
court when he had merely men-
tioned that it may be inappropri-
ate for a particular judge to hear
a particular case in circum-
stances where conflict of inter-
estwas involved”.

State using sedition to curb
free speech: ex-SC judge

=

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE GOVERNMENT is using the
sedition law with an iron hand
to curb free speech in an overre-
action to people's opinion, for-
mer Supreme Court judge Justice
M B Lokur said on Monday.
Another method by which the
state is curbing free speech is to
crack down on critical opinion by
charging them with spreading
fake news, Justice (retired) Lokur
said during a webinar on
"Freedom of Speech and Judiciary'.
He cited examples of journal-
ists, reporting about coronavirus
cases and related issues such as
lack of ventilators, being accused
of fake news. "State is using sedi-
tion as an iron hand to curb free
speech. Suddenly you have a lot

JusticeMB
Lokur

of cases charging people with
sedition. Acommon citizen who
says something is charged with
sedition. Already 70 cases of
sedition have been seen this
year," Justice Lokur said.

On the case against lawyer
Prashant Bhushan, Justice Lokur
said his statements were mis-
read. He also gave the example
of Dr Kafeel Khan and said his
speech was misread to charge
him under NSA.

Veteran journalist N Ram said
the punishment in the Bhushan
case is "incongruous" and there
isno "real substantiation” for the
apex court's findings.

Thai national detained for
murder of compatriot in Surat

Surat: The Surat police has de-
tained Thai national Eda
Wongprome (27) alias Ananda,
whoworksataspainVesuareaof
Surat, for allegedly murdering her
friend, Wanida Bouson, 27, who
worked in another spa in Adajan
area. She will be arrested if her
Covid test report comes negative.

According to  police,

Wongprome confessed to have
killed Bouson for money to re-
turn home as her tourist visa was
expiring on September 26.
Bouson’s two mobile phones
worth Rs 2 lakh and gold neck-
lace worth Rs 25,000 were found
from Wongprome’s residence.
Police also found the key of
Bouson's front door. ENS
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Flow of India’s
culture alive,
protected
because of
Hindi: Shah

DEEPTIMAN TIWARY
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

HOME MINISTER Amit Shah on
Monday pushed for greater use of
Hindi by officials and the youth,
saying the flow of India’s culture
and value systems remain pro-
tected primarily because of Hindi.

Delivering a video address on
Hindi Diwas, Shah said, “Hindi’s
strengths lie in its scientific na-
ture, simplicity, easy compre-
hension and acceptability. That
is why in 1949, it was declared
India’s official language. The un-
hindered flow of India’s culture,
civilisation and value systems
has stayed alive and protected
primarily because of Hindi.”

Shah said that across the
length and breadth of a diverse
India, Hindi was the most promi-
nent among regional languages
in uniting the nation. “Hindi
along with Braj, Bundelkhandj,
Awadhi, Bhojpuri and other lan-
guages are examples of how
they have strengthened India’s
diversity. Hindi has been a pow-
erful medium of national inte-
gration and pride since the free-
dom struggle,” he said.

This is the second time Shah
has made an address on Hindi
Diwas.

His last speech, in 2019, had
triggered a controversy as he
pushed for the idea of “One
Nation, One Language”. His
speech had then been opposed
by CPM, AIADMK, DMK and sev-
eral politicians from south India.

During Monday’s address,
Shah took care to emphasise that
Hindiwas not competing with any
regional language.

“Hindi has only comple-
mented and strengthened other
regional languages. It has never
competed withany local language.
It is important that this is clear to
the entire country,” he said.

Yogi renames
Mughal Museum
near Taj Mahal

after Shivaji

Lucknow: Questioning “how
Mughals can be our heroes”,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Monday de-
cided to name the upcoming
Mughal Museum in Agra after
Chhatrapati Shivaji, adding that
the Maratha ruler’s name “will
invoke a feeling of nationalism
and self-esteem”.

The decision was taken at a
review meeting of development
works of Agra division.

The museum, proposed to
come up onabout 6 acres of land
near the eastern gate of Taj
Mahal, was conceived to apprise
tourists about the Mughal era's
weapons, culture and dresses
among others. ENS

AASU-AJYCP-backed political
party named Assam Jatiya Parishad

Guwahati: The political party backed by the All
Assam Students’ Union and Asom Jatiyatabadi
Yuba Chatra Parishad will be named Assam Jatiya
Parishad (AJP), it's convenors said Monday. The
party was formed weeks after both bodies had
formed an “Assam Advisory Committee”, com-
prising 16 personalities of the state, to suggest a
future course of action to protect the interests of
the state's indigenous people. ABHISHEK SAHA
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Building India’s coding culture

Coding must start
at school level

VERYTHING WE do today is being supported
Eby technology, and one of the most important
components of that technology is software.
All'the buzzwords that we hear today like Artificial In-
telligence, Data Science, Autonomous vehicles, Ro-
botics, etc., have an underlying software layer to it.
Every equipment has some software embedded in
it. Every industry needs to develop new software, as
well as maintain and improve existing software. Soft-
ware is developed in a programming language and
the act of writing programs is also called Coding.

While coding is obviously necessary for building
software, learning how to code has other advan-
tages as well. Computers, at the most basic level,
need precise instructions to operate. When one
writes a piece of code to solve a problem, itis essen-
tial to think of steps that would lead to an efficient
and correct solution. One learns to organise one’s
thoughts logically and expressing them in the form of
a code. And, of course, one acquires the problem-
solving skills.And hence coding is important not just
for those who will eventually take up a career writing
code, but also for everyone else since communica-
tion and problem solving are very important for
every career.

Considering the importance of coding, countries
around the globe have introduced coding in schools
decades ago. In fact, over the last decade, the argu-
ment in school education has been whether to in-
troduce it at the primary level. The UK, for example, in-
troduced coding in primary schools in 2013. In India,
NEP 2020 has recognised the importance of coding
and has proposed its introduction from Class 6. Con-
sidering the poor state of infrastructure in Indian
schools and lack of teachers of programming, it
would have been very difficult to introduce coding
in primary school. But one hopes that after five years
when we have universal access to coding in middle
school, the government will consider moving it to
even earlier classes. Availability of tools like Scratch
has enabled small children to pick up coding because
code can be built visually by dragging and dropping
modules, and there is no need to learn an advanced
programming language at a young age.

Having said that, merely having coding as a sub-
ject would not change much. Consider our engi-
neering colleges. Coding is a compulsory course in
every discipline. We graduate about one million en-
gineers in a year. Not even one per cent of them
would be considered as good coders. If we consider
only [T-related engineering disciplines in which stu-
dents would have supposedly used coding exten-
sively in multiple courses, less than 2 per cent grad-
uates can write functionally correct and efficient
code as per a survey by Aspiring Minds in 2018.All [T
services companies have extensive training pro-
grams for fresh recruits, sometimes lasting as much
as 6 months before they are job-ready. Lack of avail-
ability of good coders also results in lack of software
products or world-class apps coming out of India.

Lack of knowledge of coding is not because of
lack of teachers or infrastructure. Today, one can
learn to code if one has a computer and an Internet
connection. There are several sites where one can
learn coding, test their coding skills, participate in
programming contests, etc. The real problem is mo-
tivation. At the school level, students only want to do
things which will help them get admission in good
colleges. Good coding skills don't help in admis-
sions. At the college level, students only want to do
things which will help them get a good job. In the
absence of career counselling, they have a belief
that skills don't matter for jobs. They need a good
CGPA, and some extra-curricular activities on their re-
sume. They can learn the answers to standard inter-
view questions in a couple of weeks before the
placement season and fool the industry. And good
CGPA can be achieved more easily by copying pro-
grams than by learning programming.

To improve coding skills, we really need to start at
the school level. There should be a lot of program-
ming competitions and performance in these could
be considered for admission to the colleges. If, for
example, IITs, NITs, and llITs can reserve just one

seat each in their Computer Science programs for those who get the
highest performance in Indian National Olympiad in Informatics, you
can bring about a revolution in coding culture in this country. This one
small step will lead to many students learning to code, leading to many
product companies increasing their base in India, and many of these
will become entrepreneurs leading to employment generation and im-
provementin GDP growth rate.

Prof. Dheeraj Sanghi, Director, PEC Chandigarh

Sir Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya
KCIE, FASc

FACT FILE

19th Diwan of the Mysore Kingdom
In office:1912-1918

Born: 15 September 1860
Muddenahalli, Chikkaballapura, Kingdom of Mysore (now
Karnataka, India)

Died : 14 April 1962 (aged 101)
Bangalore, Karnataka, India

Alma Mater :

M Central College, Bangalore
B University of Madras

MW College of Engineering, Pune
MW University of Bombay

Profession : Engineer

Awards : Bharat Ratna (1955)

His birthday, 15 September, is celebrated as Engineer's Day in
India, Sri Lanka and Tanzania in his memory. He was the Chief
Engineer of Krishna Raja Sagara dam in the north-west suburb

of Mysuru city, and also served as one of the Chief Engineers
of the flood protection system for the city of Hyderabad.
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INTRODUCE
YOUR CHILD TO
THE WORLD OF
CODING

CALL AT +919555656666

Does your child look at every gadget with pure interest? Just for
them, Coding Ninjas Junior brings live 1.1 coding classes. Ignite
your child’s mind by making them learn the basics of coding &
enhance their creativity, logical thinking and problem-solving skills!

e Personalised Trial Class Experience for your child

e Certificate of participation awarded by a team of IITs,
Stanford, Amazon & Facebook

¢ Map your child’s skills at every step

¢ Get your child’s personality assessed

¢ Regular feedback from teachers after every class

¢ Make your child develop their own website

¢ Explore multiple scholarship opportunities for your child

e,

Unique Curriculum
tied to academics
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Educators first,
programmers
second

1:1 Personalised
classes for your

child
Transformed

understanding of
mathematics and
science

100% attention on
your child’s learning
curve

A great team from
Stanford, IIT, Amazon,
Facebook

Log on to www.junior.codingninjas.com, drop a mail on
junior@codingninjas.com to know more about us & our courses!

Mr Manmohan Gupta
Alumni - IIT Delhi

Founder, Coding Blocks,

Co Founder, Nagarro software

oding is the most

desirable skill of the

21st century and is
fun to learn. Learning to code
has many advantages,
especially when you do it at
the right age. At the School
level, students who know
how to code score relatively
high in Mathematics, and are
proven to have better
Analytical Ability, Abstract
Thinking, and higher Self-
confidence.

“When [ started Coding
Blocks way back in 2014, my
vision was to empower our
younger generation with
Coding. But as soon as we
started, we realized there
was a much bigger problem
we had to handle, which
existed at the College level.
Today, with more than
40,000 College students, and
Working professionals
trained, and with more than
5000 superb Success stories

CODING BLOCKS JUNIOR -

Teaching Coding to School Students for FREE

ALL THE

LATE NIGHTS &

EARLY MORNINGS
HAVE EVENTUALLY

vid di
VMC o

IIT JEE | MEDICAL | FOUNDATION

in top Tech companies like
Apple, Google, Facebook,
Microsoft, and the like; I
believe we have succeeded in
our quest. And now is the
time to focus on school
students”

says Mr. Manmohan Gupta,
Founder of Coding Blocks
and Co-founder of Nagarro
software.

Coding Blocks Junior is Mr.
Gupta’s ‘Give back to the
society initiative’, where they
will teach coding to School
students for free. Extensive
research on syllabus and
pedagogy has been done to
make Coding interesting for
all Age groups in school.
Coding Blocks Junior has
started through YouTube
(https://www.youtube.com
/codingblocksjunior) and is
soon going to launch their
Learning portal and
Android/iOS apps. Students
interested in learning can go
to their website
(https://jr.codingblocks.co
m) and Sign up there and
choose their course. They
can then head to Coding
Blocks Junior YouTube
channel and start attending
live classes on the schedule.

Most of the students fear
coding and presume it’s a
subject of the super brilliant.
On the contrary, it’s a subject
which is very interesting and
fun to learn. When students
code, they see the output of
their effort almost

immediately. All courses
offered by Coding Blocks
Junior are free and
Certificate programs. This
means all students will get
Certificate of completion
from Coding Blocks Junior.

Following are the courses
which Coding Blocks
Junior haslaunched,

Block/Visual
programming
(Grades 2-5)

App development
(Grades 5-8)

Python for School kids
(Grades 6-10)

Web development Junior
(Grades 7-10)

Robotics for kids
(Grades 6-10)

Ace Github
(Grades 5-10)

Game devusing Python
(Grades 8-12)

Python for Seniors
(Grades11-12)

C++ for Seniors
(Grades11-12)

Parents and students who
want to learn coding can
start their journey with
Coding Blocks Junior
( Website
https://jr.codingblocks.com
Y o u T ub e
https://www.youtube.com/
codingblocksjunior). Coding
Blocks Junior can be reached
atjr@codingblocks.com or
9599247216.
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WORDLY WISE
IN DIGITAL ERA, PRIVACY MUST BE A PRIORITY. IS IT JUST
ME, OR IS SECRET BLANKET SURVEILLANCE OBSCENELY
OUTRAGEOUS? — AL GORE

ThelndianEXPRESS

2 FOUNDED By «»

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

CHINA WATCHING

Strategic targeting of Indian citizens by Chinese firm raises
questions that need to be understood — before being addressed

N ONGOING INVESTIGATION by The Indian Express has lifted the veil over a

concerted attempt to track thousands of Indian citizens by a big data Chinese

firm with ties to the Chinese government. According to the cross-country in-

vestigation — joint investigations were carried out by news organisations in sev-
eral countries — over 10,000 Indians in the fields of politics, government, business, technol-
ogy, media and civil society, have been tracked by a Shenzhen-based information technology
firm, Zhenhua Data Information Technology Co. While the scale of the profiling being un-
dertakenis staggering, the targeted approach being adopted to specifically track key person-
nel is equally worrying. This level of strategic targeting raises vital questions: Is the Indian
government vigilant about a monitoring of its citizens that goes far beyond the traditional
methods? What are the norms of cyber hygiene for its staff? What purpose is the data being
put to? Does this present a security risk? What should the Indian response be?

The investigation has revealed that the Chinese firm monitors the digital footprint of
its targets across social media platforms, including keeping a tab on content from news
sources, papers, and forums, to build a “relational database” which tracks associations be-
tween individuals, institutions and information. What would otherwise have been con-
sidered innocuous information is being pieced together in a broader framework. Such
granular profiling and targeting of individuals has the potential of being misused and ex-
ploited — data, after all, can be used for spreading disinformation or for serving particular
interests at both the national and international level. This also lies at the heart of what is
called “hybrid warfare”, a strategy that seeks to create social discord, disrupt economic ac-
tivities, undermine institutions, and discredit political leadership by engaging in targeted
cyberattacks and disinformation campaigns.

With a series of recent reports exposing China’s attempts to obtain sensitive informa-
tion, the Indian government will have to be prepared to respond across multiple platforms.
The urgency of putting in place a robust personal data protection framework in India can-
not be emphasised enough. While enforcing privacy laws in foreign jurisdictions may well
be impossible, at the very least, provisions for asking for explicit consent, and for
examining/monitoring the flow of information to third parties, will have to be provided.
Indeed, firms like Zhenhua, working in opaque authoritarian systems, will use big-data to
mine information in more open democratic environments and remain off the regulatory
radar. More so when the absence of consent for third party data sharing makes matters dif-
ficult. Unlike apps that can be banned, what Zhenhua has — or can collect — cannot. These
scraps of information become an invaluable asset with scale and time and given how they
are harvested and who does it. This understanding should be key in framing any response
and the government must carefully weigh the costs and benefits of the various options be-
fore deciding onit.

SPEAK TO THE FARMER

In face of protests, government must clarify that ordinances, to
be debated in Parliament, will not affect MSP procurement

WO THINGS ARE striking about the ongoing farmer protests against the

three central ordinances that seek to liberalise agricultural trade in the coun-

try. The firstis the apparent reason. Farmer organisations say that the ordi-

nances — particularly the one that allows sale and purchase of crops outside
the premises of APMC (agricultural produce market committee) mandis — will sound
the death knell of minimum support price (MSP)-based government procurement. This
fear has no basis. The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation)
Ordinance, which is to be approved in the current Parliament session, merely provides
an additional marketing channel. Farmers, if they choose, can now sell directly to proces-
sors, retailers or exporters. They can, of course, still take their produce to mandis.
Government agencies, too, can continue to procure grain from these state-regulated
market yards. The ordinance only dismantles the monopoly of the APMCs.

The current protests are happening largely in Punjab and Haryana, states that have well-
established systems of mandis and MSP-based wheat and paddy procurement, valued atRs
80,000-90,000 crore annually. The benefits of it are obvious not only to their farmers, but
also the powerful lobby of arhatiyas (commission agents) who extend crop loans and “facil-
itate” procurement at the APMCs. Any threat to the existing order is bound to face resistance.
One shouldn’t be surprised to see the stir finding support among farmers in other states that
have also built strong public grain procurement systems.

The Narendra Modi government should explicitly clarify that the ordinances, while they
are being presented and debated in Parliament, will not affect MSP procurement operations.
That, in any case, is not the intent behind the present legislation. These only seek to remove
intra- and inter-state movement and stockholding restrictions on agricultural produce, apart
from enabling farmers to enter into contracts for supplying directly to organised agri-busi-
nesses (think cooperative dairies or sugar mills that don’t procure milk and cane through
mandis). The Punjab wheat farmer may be happy selling in mandis to government agencies.
But that shouldn’tbe at the expense of the Maharashtra pomegranate or orange grower, who
would definitely want to explore options outside of the APMCs.

SECULAR SOCIALIST

Raghuvansh Prasad Singh may be remembered most for
MGNREGA, which he piloted as minister in UPA 1 government

AGHUVANSH PRASAD SINGH, who died on Sunday, was among the last of a
generation of Lohia socialists, who witnessed the rise and fall of social jus-
tice politics in north India. He was a loyal flag-bearer of Lohia-ite ideology
that saw the political empowerment of backward castes as an essential attrib-
ute of socialist politics in the Indian context. Born in an upper caste family, with a doctorate
inMathematics, Singh backed Lalu Prasad through thick and thin. His death came two days
after he wrote a terse letter to the RJD chief, announcing his resignation from the party.
Though Singh was a legislator for many years in Bihar assembly and in the Lok Sabha, he
will be remembered most as the Minister for Rural Development who implemented the
MGNREGA during UPA1. Not only did Singh pilot the Act amidst opposition from heavy-
weights in the Manmohan Singh Cabinet who viewed the scheme as populist and wasteful
expenditure, he also oversaw its implementation. A grass roots politician, though less of a
mass leader, Singh saw the necessity and potential of the MGNREGA in a country where mil-
lions live in precarious conditions. Today, the MGNREGA is universally accepted as the most
effective instrument to address rural distress, the pandemic only confirming its importance.
After a sterling performance as the rural affairs minister (2004-09), Singh could
have shifted sides, and found a place in the UPA2 Cabinet if he had wished. But Singh
stayed with Lalu even though the RJD had become a family fief and its social justice
agenda reduced to caste management and patronage. He spoke his mind to Lalu and
the party, and in public, in the hope, perhaps, that he could influence a course correc-
tion. He was critical of the corruption and nepotism under Lalu, but the pole position
the latter assumed as the bulwark of secular politics in Bihar may have compelled him
to stay with the R]D, almost till the last.
N

A maritime awakening

- B

For China, it came in the last century.
InIndia, itis long overdue

ARUN PRAKASH

IN THE SEPTEMBER 2020 edition of its an-
nual report on China, the US Department of
Defence (DoD) makes the stunning an-
nouncement that the PLA Navy (PLAN) is
the largest in the world. With an overall bat-
tle-force of 350 ships and submarines, in-
cluding 130 major surface combatants,
PLAN has overtaken the US Navy, with its
strength of 293 ships. China has never both-
ered to provide a rationale for its ever-in-
creasing military muscle, and a bewildered
neighbourhood wonders what it portends,
especially in the light of its recent adven-
turism in the Himalayas.

The PLA Navy has not grown overnight,
and remains the clearest manifestation of the
grand-strategic vision of China’s political lead-
ership. Factors that bear on its growing
strength may include China’s 14,500 km lit-
toral, which is more than double India’s, its
objective of “reunifying” Taiwan and its irre-
dentist maritime claims, in the South and East
China Seas. An expansionist state which seeks
eventual parity with the US, China’s ambitious
Beltand Road Initiative and the Maritime Silk
Route also provide the perfect camouflage for
its grandiose maritime strategy.

India, on the other hand, remains a quin-
tessential “status quo” power and has sought
military force-levels adequate only to safe-
guard its sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Notwithstanding the low budgetary priority
accorded toiit, the Indian Navy (IN), has built
itself into a modern and capable three-di-
mensional force, rated by other navies as pro-
fessionally “up to NATO standards” and ea-
gerly sought as a partner, both for exercises,
and for maintaining “good order at sea.”

Although technology and professional
competence are the yardsticks for combat-
effectiveness, numbers do matter, and with
the IN at sixth or seventh in the international
pecking order, there is obviously a significant
disparity between the PLAN and IN. Given
the growing gap between the two
economies, it would be foolhardy for India
to attempt an arms-race with China, but in-
vesting in maritime power would pay divi-
dends in the long-run.

Faced with a difficult situation today; it is
incumbent upon India, as a significant re-
gional power and ademocracy, to stand up to

As we watch the situation in
Ladakh unfold, it becomes
increasingly obvious that not
only is a military resolution
improbable, but a ‘hot-war’
may be unaffordable for both
nuclear-armed countries. The
answer lies in extended
negotiations at the highest
political and diplomatic levels.
As the weaker power, India
also needs to resort to ‘power-
balancing’ and secking like-
minded friends and partners
to send out a message of
deterrence. India’s attraction
as a partner for the US, Japan
or Australia, lies, not in its
powerful army or professional
air force, but in its navy’s reach
and ability to project
maritime power.

its hegemonic neighbour. Regardless of eco-
nomic asymmetry, India does have the mil-
itary capability to inflict unacceptable pain
in retaliation for any Chinese adventurism;
certainly in the mountains, but also at sea.

However, as the nation cheers the army’s
tactical moves in Ladakh, there are misgiv-
ings about a strategic void in New Delhi. In
this context, the above US DoD report de-
serves close examination by our “decision-
making elite” as well as military leadership;
because it shows that politicians — as much
inademocracy like the US, as in a totalitar-
ian state like China — accord the highest im-
portance to national security. It bears reflec-
tion as to why India has remained an
exception to this rule.

The US Congress believes that effective
strategy-making defines national interests,
objectives, and policies, along with the de-
fence capabilities (and budgetary support)
necessary to deter threats. The process pro-
vides a shared vision for all agencies and a
common playbook to react in times of crisis.
Starting with the US National Security
Strategy, to be rendered by the president, US
Congress demands quadrennial reviews —
matching the presidential tenure — by the
Departments of Defence, State, Homeland
Security and the Intelligence Community.

Where China is concerned, its political
leadership has, since 1995, beenissuing a de-
fence white paper (DWP) every two years.
The 11 DWPsiissued so far — all public docu-
ments — clearly articulate China’s vital inter-
ests as well as national security aims, objec-
tives and challenges. Topics of discussion
include force-levels and defence expendi-
ture, the PLA’s progressively changing roles
and re-organisation as well as its newly in-
ducted equipment and platforms.

While the US template may be an
“overkill”, India has erred egregiously by its
disregard for national security. No govern-
ment has formulated a strategy or doctrine
so far; nor has Parliament ever demanded a
defence review or sought a white paper. Asa
direct consequence, “surprise” and “intelli-
gence failure” have become a leitmotif in
most of India’s post-independence conflicts.
Our defence-planning has remained ad-hoc
and under-funded and every crisis evokes

confused and fumbling responses, including
panic arms purchases.

Another important lesson that emerges
from the US DoD document relates to
China’s “maritime awakening” in the latter
part of the last century. While the PLAN
owes much to visionary Admiral Liu
Huaqing, its commander during the 1980s,
itcould not have achieved its present status
without the Communist Party providing
steadfast political support. Every Chairman
of the Central Military Commission (CMC)
from Deng Xiaoping onwards, has backed
the phased growth of China’s navy, from an
inconsequential coastal-force, to a substan-
tive blue-water navy.

The CMC leadership having astutely
grasped the reality that “maritime power”
is much more than just a “fighting-navy”,
China is, today, the world leader in ship-
building and its merchant marine ranks No
1inthe world. Italso fields the largest coast-
guard that protects the world’s biggest fish-
ing fleet. Chinese ports rank amongst the
best world-wide.

As we watch the situation in Ladakh un-
fold, it becomes increasingly obvious that not
only is a military resolution improbable, but
a“hot-war” may be unaffordable for both nu-
clear-armed countries. The answer lies in ex-
tended negotiations at the highest political
and diplomatic levels. As the weaker power,
India also needs to resort to “power-balanc-
ing” and seeking like-minded friends and
partners to send out a message of deterrence.
India’s attraction as a partner for the US,
Japan or Australia, lies, not in its powerful
army or professional air force, but in its navy’s
reach and ability to project maritime power.

Inthe approaching era of fiscal stringency,
asharper focus onits neglected maritime do-
main would garner immense benefits for
India, and not just in terms of enhanced mar-
itime-security. Giving a boost to shipbuilding,
expanding the merchant fleet, modernising
ports and mechanising fisheries would have a
long-term impact on the economy, through
growth of ancillary industries, skilling of youth
and massive generation of employment —all
contributing to “Atma Nirbharta”.

The writer is aretired chief of naval staff

ESTABLISH

ENT'S WARRIOR

Kangana Ranaut, who cast herself as Bollywood'’s disruptor, takes on anewrole

DEVYANI ONIAL

THREE YEARS ago, sitting on Indian televi-
sion’s most famous couch, between one of
the film industry’s top producers and an ac-
tor with a clipped accent and a genteel line-
age, when ayoung actor from a small hill dis-
trictin Himachal challenged the established
order, the audience cheered her on. When
Kangana Ranaut appeared alongside Saif Ali
Khan in Koffee with Karan, a show crowded
with insider jokes and catty one-liners, and
called its host Karan Johar the flag-bearer of
nepotism, she stirred something in everyone
who had made the journey from small towns
to big cities, who had hesitated to join glib
conversations with their awkward accents
and who had pushed at the gates of privilege
and got in only to find they were still out.

She wasn’t the first outsider to break into
anindustry controlled by powerful families.
Dilip Kumar, Amitabh Bachchan, Shah Rukh
Khan — some of Bollywood’s biggest stars —
had been outsiders, but while they recounted
their struggle almost fondly, Ranaut showed
her battle scars and resentment instead. She
may have gained entry into the charmed cir-
cle but she seemed to be telling its gatekeep-
ers that the privilege was entirely theirs. Her
brashness mirrored the rise of a new India,
unafraid to speak its mind and ready to dis-
card all gestures of political correctness as it
called out its elites.

Afew years later,Ranaut is mirroring the
rise of another India — a nation in perpetual
outrage, a hard boorish India that has little
empathy for those at the margins, shouts

In this new brittle role, one
in which you could accuse
her of over acting, it’s easy to
forget the young girl who,
with a mop of wayward curls
in a uniform world of
straight hair, had made such
a splash. We rooted for her
when she took on the role of
a troubled alcoholic in her
first film Gangster (20006)
and followed her on a
whirlwind solo honeymoon
in Queen (2013). In her, we
found a woman who spoke
up about her vulnerabilities
and her exploitation.

down all dissenting voices and which has
taken the brawl from the street to social me-
dia. In her toxic campaign against Rhea
Chakraborty in the aftermath of the death of
actor Sushant Singh Rajput, Ranaut has part-
nered with the patriarchy she once chal-
lenged. As the soap opera playing on televi-
sion casts Chakraborty as the vishkanya who
practised black magic, Ranaut has voluntar-
ily taken on the role of the righteous other.

Ironically, there should have been no one
better than her to understand the vilification
of Chakraborty. In the very public unravel-
ling of her relationship with Hrithik Roshan,
an ex had accused her of black magic, too.
But instead of recognising the strands that
connect the web of misogyny, she has spun
yet another. Just last week, labelling actress
Sonam Kapoor as “mafia bimbo” on Twitter,
she admonished Kapoor for comparing her
struggle “to a small-time druggie who was
living off a vulnerable and broken self-made
superstar”. We shouldn’t have been sur-
prised, though — she has, in the recent past,
dismissed fellow actresses as B-Grade and
needy outsiders.

In politics, she has often shown her ad-
miration for PM Narendra Modji, the man
whose journey from grassroots politics to the
country’s top job and whose takedown of
Lutyens’ Delhi has often been likened to hers
inthe film industry. As she lashes out against
what she calls the “drug mafia of Bollywood”
and throws her weight behind the BJP, she
has taken on the worst instincts and vocab-

ulary of majoritarianism, calling the BMC
Babur’s army for demolishing her office and
comparing Mumbai with PoK. The outsider
has now truly mastered the language of oth-
ering, a dog whistle perhaps, for an eventual
political role.

In this new brittle role, one in which you
could accuse her of over acting, it's easy to for-
get the young girl who, with a mop of way-
ward curls in a uniform world of straight hair,
had made such a splash. We rooted for her
when she took on the role of a troubled alco-
holicin her first film Gangster (2006) and fol-
lowed her ona whirlwind solo honeymoonin
Queen (2013).In her, we found awoman who
spoke up about her vulnerabilities and her
exploitation. As in life, so in films, she made
unconventional choices, notching up many
firsts and three national awards along the
way. Inan industry where the top billing still
goes to men, she was one of the few actresses
who could carry amovie on her own. Her suc-
cess gave her a voice but she has used it in-
creasingly only to bully and berate others and
to amplify her real and perceived hurts.

As she bats for the Modi government in
Maharashtra, the transformation of
Bollywood’s most powerful disruptor to the
establishment’s most ferocious warrior is
complete. Ranaut could have become the
flag-bearer of a revolution in Bollywood. It's
apity she has chosen, instead, to become the
symbol of a million meaningless mutinies.

devyani.onial@expressindia.com

SEPTEMBER 15, 1980, FORTY YEARS AGO

V P SINGH'S OFFER

THE CHIEF MINISTER of Uttar Pradesh,
Vishwanath Pratap Singh, has sought the per-
mission of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi tore-
sign from office, having owned full moral re-
sponsibility for the violence in Moradabad,
Aligarh and other UP towns and its recurrence
early this week. The chief minister, who has
only recently completed two months in office,
has requested the prime minister to accede to
bis request to resign which “arises out of both
personal conviction and political propriety”.
Political circles in Lucknow have been agog
with rumours about the imminent resigna-
tion of the chief minister, more so as he has

not been attending office or to office work be-
cause of being “ indisposed”.

KAUNDA'S STATEMENT

THE PRESIDENT OF Zambia, Kenneth Kaunda,
hoped that a political solution to the Afghan
and Kampucheanissues, would be found with
the intensification of efforts by non-aligned
countries. Speaking to journalists after two
days of intensive talks on wide-rangingissues
with Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in New
Delhi, Kaunda said that “behind the door" ef-
forts were being made to resolve the
Afghanistanissue. Like other countries, Zambia
had been holding discussions with the Soviet

New Delhi

Union to find a political solution to the crisis.

INDIRA ON CHINA

PRIME MINISTER INDIRA Gandhi has stressed
the need for further improvement in bilateral
relations between India and China. In a mes-
sage of greetings to Chinese Prime Minister
Zhao Ziyang on his assumption of office Mrs
Gandhi said: “Both our governments are com-
mitted to improving bilateral relations...This
is in the interest of our two peoples. It is im-
portant for peace and stability in Asiaand the
world.Iam confident that even greater efforts
will be made by our two governments to fur-
ther this objective.”
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Mr Modi’s short-sightedness will cost India dear. The country’s second Covid

wave may strike harder than the first.”

—THE GUARDIAN

Two theatres of peacemaking

India’s framework of non-involvement is unlikely to survive the present wave of structural change in
Afghanistan and Arabia. Current peace efforts demand a significant rethink of positions

'-_',-:_:DH‘II' o L
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RAJA MANDALA

BY C RAJA MOHAN

AS THE THREAT of conflict on India’s China
frontier looms large and tensions with
Pakistan simmer on our western borders,
hopes for peace and reconciliation have risen
in Afghanistan and the Middle East. The first
direct talks between Kabul and the Taliban
insurgents began last week at Doha, in Qatar.
Today, the leaders of UAE will sign a formal
peace agreement with Israel at the White
House. Bahrain, the second Gulf country to
announce the establishment of diplomatic
relations with Israel in the last few weeks,
will join the ceremony.

Sceptics caution against raising hopes too
high. The chances of failure in Afghanistan are
real. And the momentum behind the normal-
isation of ties between Israel and the Gulf
kingdoms, may not necessarily lead to
broader peace in the Middle East. Cynics say
the US initiatives in Afghanistan and Arabia
are driven by President Donald Trump’s quest
for diplomatic victories weeks before the
election. To be fair though, President Trump
has been eager, through the last four years, to
redeem his pledge in the 2016 presidential
elections to putanend to America’s “endless
wars” in the greater Middle East.

Talks between Kabul and the Taliban to
generate an early ceasefire and a new frame-
work for political reconciliation are part of the
agreement between the US and the Taliban
signed earlier this year, under which the US
has pledged to withdraw all its troops from
Afghanistan and the Taliban has promised not
toattack the US and its allies.

The Middle East has always been far more
intimately tied to US domestic politics.
Supporters hail Trump as the first US presi-
dent in decades not to drag America into a
new war in the Middle East. Joe Biden, his
Democratic rival, is unlikely to oppose
Trump’s deal-making in Afghanistan and the
Middle East. But he will certainly find ways
to diminish the president’s success.

It does not really matter if the motiva-
tions of Trump’s policy are wise or not. His
actions create new facts on the ground and
have political consequences for other states.
The developments in Afghanistan and the
Middle East will have implications for a
large number of actors, including India. Five
broad trends emerge from the current
peace efforts in Afghanistan and the Middle
East. All of them demand a significant re-
think of Indian positions.

First is the strategic nature of the two sets
of developments. Given the difficulty of rec-
onciling the competing interests in
Afghanistan and the Middle East, both the
peace processes remain quite vulnerable. But
the unfolding dynamic will alter the geopo-
litical landscape in both places. Whether
peace breaks out in Afghanistan or not, the
Taliban is here to stay.

The Afghan peace processisrooted in the
recognition that the Taliban could not be de-
feated on the battlefield and must be ac-
cepted as a legitimate political force. As UAE
and Bahrain join Egypt and Jordan in having
formal relationships with Israel, there is no
escaping the fact that the contradiction be-
tween Arabs and Israelis is no longer the dom-
inant one in the region.

Second is Arabia’s enduring importance
for the Subcontinent’s geopolitics. India’s
strategic community tends to take too nar-
row aview of the Arabian salience; the focus
is mostly on ensuring oil supplies, promoting
manpower exports, and limiting the region’s
impacton India’s Pakistan problem. But there
is more to the Gulf.

Consider, for example, the fact that the
Afghan peace talks are taking place in Qatar, a
tiny Gulf Kingdom. It might be worthrecalling
that the Gulf Arabs played a key role in the
1980s defeating the Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan. The UAE and Saudi Arabia were
the only countries to recognise the Taliban gov-
ernment in the late 1990s. This time around,
they appear to have taken abackseat. But they
will not forever cede the lead in Afghanistan
to their Gulf rival, Qatar.

Delhi will need to pay more attention to
the unfolding realignments in the Middle
East, especially between the Arabs and non-
Arab states like Iran, Turkey and Israel. The
current peace deals mark a historic change in
the structure of those relations. They are
about areconciliation between a critical sec-
tion of the Arabs with Israel and their grow-
ing confrontation with Turkey and Iran.

Third is the paradox of American power.
Trump’s moves in Afghanistan and the
Middle East are widely seen as part of the in-
evitable decline of US power. But the reality
remains that the USis the one forcing change
inboth the theatres. There were a whole lot of
attempts over the last decade from Russia,
China, Europe and the region for a peace set-
tlement in Afghanistan. In the end, it was the
US political and diplomatic weight that facil-
itated the formal dialogue between Kabul and
the Taliban. In the Middle East, it is the US that
has led the efforts for a reconciliation be-
tween Israel and Gulf Arabs.

Fourth, as the US steps back from the re-
gion, at least for now, the resulting strategic
vacuum is likely to be filled by other powers.
Russia and China are quite active in both the
Middle East and Afghanistan. China has tradi-

As the US steps back from
the region, at least for now,
the resulting strategic
vacuum is likely to be filled
by other powers. Russia and
China are quite active in both
the Middle East and
Afghanistan. China has
traditionally avoided being
drawn into the region’s
political conflicts. But in
recent years, it has stepped
forward, if tentatively.
China’s future role in
Afghanistan, in partnership
with Pakistan, could be quite
significant and will be of
some concern for India.

CR Sasikumar

tionally avoided being drawn into the region’s
political conflicts. But in recent years, it has
stepped forward, if tentatively. China’s future
role in Afghanistan, in partnership with
Pakistan, could be quite significantand will be
of some concern for India.

But the Greater Middle East is no longer
the exclusive preserve of great powers.
Regional powers have already acquired much
say in the new geopolitics of the Middle East.
If Qatar and UAE punch way above their
weight, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey are
locked in a major contest for regional influ-
ence. All of them are involved in the proxy
wars in other countries. Meanwhile, Egypt
and Iraq are trying to regain their once privi-
leged places in the regional hierarchy.

Finally, domestic turbulence in most coun-
tries is intensifying. Religious radicalism, sec-
tarian and ethnic divisions, and the clamour
for more representative governments are
sharpening conflicts within and between
countries. The collapse of the oil market is un-
dermining the region's economic fortunesand
making it harder for political elites to address
the emerging political challenges.

India’s engagement with the Middle East
has traditionally been focused on maintain-
ing good relations with all the major powers
in the region and avoiding involvement in
their internal and intra-regional conflicts.
Even in Afghanistan, where India’s security
stakes have been visibly high, Delhi has resis-
ted being drawn too deep.

India’s framework of non-involvement,
however, is unlikely to survive the present
wave of structural change in Afghanistanand
Arabia. As the old order begins to crumble in
the greater Middle East, the question is no
longer whether India should join the geopo-
litical jousting there; but when, how and in
partnership with whom.

The writer is director, Institute of South

Asian Studies, National University of Singapore
and contributing editor on international affairs
forThe Indian Express

Two countries and a virus

Chinese have brilliantly outmanoeuvred virus. For us, worst of pandemic is yet to come

RAJESH M PARIKH

IN SEPTEMBER 1962, Jawaharlal Nehru was
asked by a reporter about minor Chinese in-
cursions into Indian territory during a stopover
from London after attending the 12th
Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference.
Heresponded that he had instructed his army
to throw out the Chinese. Theill-prepared and
sparsely distributed Army tried to do just that
but in a few days, the Chinese had crushingly
advanced into our territory within reach of
New Delhi. Then, mysteriously, they retreated
forreasons that are not unequivocally clear 58
years later. The prevalent theory is that the
Chinese were notinterested in our barrenland.
They just wanted to chastise a globe-trotting
Prime Minister who had been making arro-
gant and somewhat exaggerated statements
about India’s capabilities. Besides, they may
have needed a distraction from monumental
domestic economic and political crises.

Time for self-disclosure.]am a neuropsy-
chiatrist, not a political analyst. Far smarter
and more accomplished individuals are inin-
fluential positions in New Delhi.Ido, however,
plead guilty to off-duty analyses of humanbe-
haviour and as my family and friends would
testify, am occasionally right. Nine months
ago, | began to co-author a book on the coro-
navirus before a single case had come to India
and predicted then that the US and India

would have the largest number of casesin the
world. That the world’s most powerful and
richest country, with the best medical facilities
and by far the greatest number of Nobel
Laureates would succumb to a tiny virus,
seemed an absurd and risky prediction.
Nonetheless, we took our chances. A couple
of months later when our national tally of co-
rona cases stood at 84 and it was believed that
in a few days we would win the war against
the virus, we predicted the opposite. We cau-
tioned that we would have the largest number
of cases in the world. While that remains to
be seen, we hope as we often have in the past
few months, that we are wrong. Meanwhile,
over 25 other predictions we made about the
pandemic have borne out. This newspaper re-
cently ran an analysis about how the war
against the virus was as good as lost. We pray
that the virus will withdraw as mysteriously
as the Chinese army in 1962 and that the
Chinese will not outsmart us as the virus has.

Arguably, the four greatest generals in re-
cent history — Alexander, Caesar, Napoleon
and Rommel — repeatedly indulged in
painstakingly patient deceptions. In the sum-
mer of 362 BC, Alexander calmly waited over
a month on the inhospitable bank of the
Jhelum. He was biding time against Porus’s
large army with the most powerful battle tanks

of the time, war elephants. Now and then, he
needled them a little and withdrew. Porus’s
troops grew more confident and got lulled into
asense of security. One rainy night, while send-
ing a small force across from where he had
camped, his main army crossed a monsoon
swollenriver to outmanoeuvre Porus from the
rear. The Battle of the Hydaspes (as the Jhelum
was then known) continues to be studied by
military strategists across the world.

Today, a China 10 times more powerful
than us in economic and military might than
in 1962, is needling us. They have not just sin-
gled us out for aggressive posturing. Hong
Kong, Taiwan and the South China Sea haveall
seen crowing displays of might. Analysts ar-
gue that these may come to nought and are
driven solely by domestic concerns. At least
three factions in China jostle for power — the
military, the politburo and withinit, Chairman
Xi Jinping and his enemies. In the years pre-
ceding the Sino-Chinese war, Chairman Mao’s
Great Leap Forward had been a complete dis-
aster with40-50 million starvation deaths. His
position was in danger and he barely hung in
during the 10th Plenum of the Party’s 8th
Central Committee in September 1962. A
month later, total victory in the war with India
reinforced his power in China. Could a 2020
war with India attempt to restore Xi's shaky

position? After all, everyone adores awar-win-
ning leader (Indira Gandhi was unfettered
Durga after the Bangladesh war).

Having conducted themselves disgrace-
fully during the early days of the pandemic, the
Chinese have brilliantly outmanoeuvred the
virus. For us, the worst of the pandemic is yet
to come in loss of lives and livelihoods. We
aren’teven thinking of the second wave of the
pandemic. Aswe have pointed outin ourbook,
the influenza pandemic of a 100 years ago,
whichkilled almost 100 million people (equiv-
alent to 425 million deaths today) had three
waves, of which the first, was the smallest.

In 1962, the Chinese overwhelmed ourill-
equipped frontier posts in successively large
waves of troops. For many decades, our sol-
diers would have recurrent dreams of wave
upon wave of Chinese overwhelming them.
What nightmares await our troops this falland
winter? Is Arunachal Pradesh the real target?
Letus hope that the bureaucrats of South Block
have all the answers and that their phones
have not been hacked by the Chinese.

Parikh s director, Medical Research & Hon.
Neuropsychiatrist, Jaslok Hospital & Research
Centre, Mumbai. He has co-authored The
Coronavirus: What You Need To Know
About The Global Pandemic

Missing in NEP:
Rural youth

The policy ignores the crisis in education
among the marginalised majority
inrural India

V7Y

A R VASAVI

IN ITS ORIENTATION and strategies, the
National Education policy 2020 (NEP) is a
layered document that recommends sig-
nificant structural changes to the educa-
tion system, dips into the constructed
imaginaries of a past glorious India that can
be retrieved via education, co-opts some
progressive ideas for elementary educa-
tion, and overall acts as a guiding star for
the aspirations of the urban middle-classes.
Buteither deliberately or by the limited un-
derstanding of the committee members,
the NEP overlooks the complexity of con-
temporary rural India, which is marked by
asharp deceleration of its economy, extant
forms of distress, and pauperisation of a
majority of its citizens.

Although the NEP claims to “bridge
gapsinaccess, participation and learning
outcomes”, it overlooks the fact that poor
quality education marks and mars the
lives of rural citizens. Neglecting to engage
with any idea of fostering equality of ed-
ucational opportunity with equality in
quality education, the NEP fails to address
the growing school differentiation in
which government schools are now pri-
marily attended by children of disadvan-
taged castes and Adivasi groups, while a
mushrooming of private schools caters to
the aspirations of the more advantaged
castes and classes. That such school dif-
ferentiation defies the idea of education
as aleveller and the possibility of school-
ing acting as a shared experience that
forges social coherence is anissue that the
NEP committee seems to be oblivious of.

Growing privatisation of education
along with no assurance of quality is plac-
ing a huge burden on citizens and the re-
port takes no cognisance of such trends.
The fact that rural candidates are finding it
increasingly difficult to gain entry into pro-
fessional education and the lack of fit be-
tween their degrees and the job market
means that several lakhs of them find
themselves both “unemployable” and un-
employed. These are issues that find no
mention in the report.

Overlooking the general adverse inte-
gration of the rural into the larger macro-
economy and into poor quality mass higher
education, the report calls for the “estab-
lishment of large, multi-discipline universi-
ties and colleges” and places emphasis on
online and distance learning (ODL), with-
out paying attention to the fact that corre-
spondence courses and distance education
degrees have become a source of revenue
generation for universities and institutions

and are run without guarantees of quality.
The report fails to take into account the im-
pact of poor-quality higher education on
rural youth who, in many ways, are mani-
festing signs of alienation from their roots,
are disaffected and amenable to being re-
cruited into violent anti-social activities.

Recent reports of increasing suicides
among youth are another indicator of the
deep distress that they are experiencing.
The NEP calls for higher education insti-
tutes to promote and support the teaching
of “lok vidya” and it highlights the impor-
tance of yoga, AYUSH, and Sanskrit, which
can be taught along with Artificial
Intelligence, machine learning and digi-
tal learning, so that youth can be prepared
for a global economy. In this narrow per-
spective, there is no scope for considering
the establishment of smaller regional
learning centres in which the youth can
be taught a range of revamped older
knowledge systems along with newer
skills and knowledge.

The possibility of forging and promot-
ing environmental studies for local eco-
logical restoration and conservation, agro-
ecologies that can draw on the varied
sophisticated regional agricultural knowl-
edge and practices, reviving local health
and healing traditions from the vast reper-
toire of medical knowledge, or recognis-
ing vernacular architectural traditions and
skills, and a range of artisan and crafts-
manship to use local resources and
thereby generate both employment and
revive regional economies finds no men-
tion at all in the NEP.

Such measures can create a pool of
skilled and employable youth who may
make meaningful lives in the rural itself
rather than become part of the tide of mi-
grant labour whose insecure and precari-
ous lives were all too evident during the
lockdown return migration. The NEP draws
onits neoliberal economicideas and moots
the possibility of establishing “Special
Education Zones” in disadvantaged areas
and in “aspirational districts”. But the report
provides no details as to how such SEZs will
function and who will be the beneficiaries
of such institutions. Will such institutions
be based on the models of Kota’s entrance
exam coaching industry or will it be like the
way in which Challakere, a pastoral region
120 km from Bengaluru, was carved out by
displacing local pastoralists and fauna, and
establishing a “Science City” that combines
a solar energy field, a nuclear processing
site, and a campus for undergraduates of
the Indian Institute of Science?

Although the report claims that the pur-
pose of education is to achieve “full human
potential, develop an equitable and just so-
ciety and promote national development”,
it fails to cater to the needs of rural India’s
marginalised majority, who in so many
ways are rendered into being subjects
rather than citizens.

The writer, a social anthropologist,
is based in Karnataka

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RIGHTS UNDERMINED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The dog
whistle’ (IE, September 14). The Delhi
Police naming personalities like Sitaram
Yechury, Yogendra Yadav, Jayati Ghosh
and Apoorvanand, who protested
against CAA-NRC, and connecting them
with Delhi riots looks bizarre. Any peace-
ful public protest is always against the
government. In an electoral democracy,
these protests make governments per-
form or engage in a course correction.
Those who don't they bite the dustin the
next election and a new government is
elected. Branding such protests as crime
of defamation and an act to destabilise
the government, and attempt to connect
them with events like riots, which needs
fair and independent probe, reflects an
undermining of democratic rights and
the rule of law.

LR Murmu, Delhi

BLAME GAME

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Who
stoked the embers?’ (IE, September
14). The Delhi violence earlier this year
was a classic case of abuse of power.
Busy finding out who started it, we
have ignored its cause — fear. When
the state circulates an ideology to oth-
erise a group within the country, the
apparatuses like the police no longer
serve citizens, but only the state, thus
maintaining hegemony. We saw ex-
actly this in Delhi. To say that the pro-
testers were misled is a brazen infan-
tilisation of those who came out on the
streets and demand equality — their
fundamental right. Misleading, in-
stead, is the rhetoric against the
Muslim community that has been
around for quite some time, and that
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has enjoyed impunity. The hate-spew-
ing rants have built a poisonous dis-
course and ordinary people have been
manipulated to forget about their lost
jobs and bleak future.

Fatima Ghazali, Patna

HIGH STAKES

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Road
from Doha’ (IE, September 14). The
representation of India at the Intra-
Afghan Peace Talks in Doha is testi-
mony to the fact that it has formally
shed all her inhibitions to openly share
the stage with the Taliban in the larger
interest of an Afghan-led and Afghan-
owned national reconciliation. The
ministerial statement has highlighted
India's expectations from the outcome
of this negotiation. India has high
stakes in a stable, peaceful and pros-
perous Afghanistan.

Sudip Kumar Dey, Kolkata

New Delhi
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Classifieds

1, Kartik S/0 Ashok R/o H.No-
841/31 Dev Colony Rohtak
Haryana-124501 changed my
name to Kartik Rohaj

0070714197-1

PERSONAL

I,Yuvraj Singh S/o Sukhvinder
Singh R/0-B-35 Ground-
Floor,Surajmal Vihar,Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
to Yuvraaj Singh Permanently.

1, Shashi Bhushan S/o Indu
Bhushan Prasad R/0-WZ-136A,
137A, 138A, First-Floor, Flat.No-
4,0m Vihar-Phase-l, Uttam
Nagar, New Delhi-110059, have

I, Lajaya Devi W/o Din Dayal
Bhardwaj R/o K-38, Iind Floor,
Khirki Extension Malviya
Nagar, New Delhi-110017, have
changed my nameto Lajja
Bhardwaj for all future
purposes. 0040548493-1

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

mlaa Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P)

Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractors registered with for the
following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be
opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The details and
conditions of all tenders are available on Noida Authority's official website:
www.noidaauthorityonline.com & https:/letender.up.nic.in. Please
ensure to see these websites for any changes/amendments &

WESTERN RAILWAY - RAJKOT DIVISION

DESIGN, DEVELOPMENT,
SUPPLY, ERECTION, TESTING
AND COMMISSIONING OF
SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL &
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
Tender Notice No. WR-RJTOMECH
(MEEO)/67/2020 Dt. 10.09.2020, (i)
Name of Work: Design, Development,
Supply, Erection, Testing and
commissioning of "Solid waste disposal &
management system at Rajkot along with

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, R.S.A.M.B., CIRCLE SRIGANGANAGAR

No: 550 NOTICE INVITI"G BID Date: 14.09.2020
Bids for various road and yard works of KUMS Sriganganagar
(Grain) and KUMS Sridungargarh are invited from interested bidders upto
06.00 PM of dated 05.10.2020 and 12.10.2020. Other particulars of the
bids may be visited on the procurement portal
(http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, http://sppp.raj.nic.in) of the state and
http://agriculture.rajasthan.gov.in/rsamb departmental website.
UBN: AGM2021WSOB00176to 178
Raj.Samwad/C/20/4516

SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

mmARE T MUMBAI METROPOLITAN REGION

corrigendum etc 01 years operation & maintenance" on
0040548520-2  Cchanged the name of myminor 1, Liji Rajukutty N., S/0 Late Sh. 9 : turnkey basis, (ii) Approx. cost: U MMRDA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
son (DOB-14-06-2014) from N.R. Rajukutty, R/0.B-1/3, (A) T 2681350k (i) EMD: T 57600 (iv) oK G (A Glovergmednt O(fEMah)arl\aAshtrs Uréd1ertakmg)
1,Vinod Kumar,S/0-Devendra Sameer Kumar to Abhijeet U.D.A.P. Colony, Nehru Nagar, ate & time for the submission o andra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai-51.
Singh employed as Army,R/0 Gupta,for all record and future New Delhi-110065 hereby S:No. | Job No. /Work Name Amount ‘e':jde" up to 1f5t-00dhf5- t°1n5%%1:-2°20 Tel: 022-26590001/4000 Fax:022-26591264
Vill.-Bhadaura,District purposes. 0040548520-4  declare that my names ‘Lijiraj’ 1. | 88/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2020-21, D/oRSP (SH: Cost and opening ot tender at 1.7 frs. on Website: https:/mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in
Bulandshahr,UP-have changed ‘ i"and* i o S/F Animal Topiary) Sector-14A Entry | Rs. 48.27 06.10.2020. (v) Address of the office
ulandsnafr,b-nave change I, Sanjeev Bansal S/o Mohinder N.L.Raj’and ‘N.L. Rajukutty v v e from where the tender form can be e-TENDER NOTICE
the name of my minor Kumar Bansal R/o Plot No-33 are names of one and the same Udhyog Marg, Sector-06 Indra Gandhi Lacs purchased & Location of Notice board | [\ £ Work : Desi d Constructi £ FI t Kal Phat
daughter from Ku. BANDANA U Ground Floor BIk.-HPkt.2  Person.infuturelshall be Kala Kendra, Sector-21A Stadium Sector- : Divisional Railway Manager[ |Name ofWork : Lesign and Gonstruction of Flyover at Ralyan Fhata
To VANDANA SOLANKI forall pperround Foor Bk L known as ‘N.L. Rajukutty’ for all 62 D Type Park, DLF Road Sector-18 (Mechanical), Western Railway, Kothi| |Junction, Shilphata Junction and Underpass at Kalyan Phata Junction
purpose. 0040548565-5 Sﬁ‘:tor'al R"h'”'Det'hglu.’oss purposes. 0040548523-1 EN.G. MP-llird Hindon Pusta Sector- Compound, Rajkot-360001. Website | [on Old NH-4.
- — changed my name to sanjeev - 123 MP-Istand IInd Al El d particulars: www.ireps.gov.in 521 |1) Estimated Cost : 195,24,52,830/- (Excluding GST)

I.Sudiksha Sethia S alias Kumar Bansal 0070714210-1 |, Viplove R/0 VPO Palhawas, ) stand lIn ong evate Like us on: IEd facebook.com/WesternRly [ IS § Blank Tonder E : Re. 11.800/
Sudiksha Sethia SureshKumar SUKHVINDER SINGH.S/0 Rewari have changed my minor Road, Kamal Marg,Kondli Marg etc with ) Cost of Blank Tender ~orm *Rs. 11,800/-
Sethia,D/0-Suresh Kumar MAANSINGHHNO I child name from Mitu to Meetu Two year maintenance. “IMPORTA i; (E:a";esttMPOHf?ydDePOSlt : ?:MW,E:,O(?O/; u )
Sethia,Presently Residing at.C- el i for all future Purpose. ontract Perio : onths (including monsoon
5/327, Third-floor,Sector-6, T AT De GAR 00707141621 2. | 8ID(H)YDD(H)-/2020-21, Mo Green| Cost Whilst care is taken prior to * Bid Document download - 15/09 /2020 (12.01 hrs.) to
Rohini,Delhi-85,have changed _116024 changed m nan;eto (M_aster Gr.ee”) with Two year| Rs33.84 acceptance of advertising 05/11/2020 (12.00 hrs.)
my name to Sudiksha Sethia INDER SINGH . Mahboob Khan S/0 Mo maintenance in Sector-55and 57. Lacs copy, itis not possible to verify * Last date of online submission: - 05/11/2020 (12.00 hrs.)

all,purposes. 0040548561-6

I,Soura Jyoti Bagchi S/o-
Sh.Manab Jyoti Bagchi R/o-
Flat.N0o257,Airforce &Naval
Officers Enclave,Plot.No. 11,
Sector-7, Dwarka,New Delhi-
110077,have change my name,
to Soura Bagcchi for all,future
purpose. 0040548557-3

1,Rajni Kataria W/o Navdeep
Kataria R/0-G-235 Second-
Floor,Sushant Lok Phase-2
Sector-57,Gurgaon Haryana-
122003,have changed my name
to Rajni Chhabra Permanently

0040548520-1

I,Komal D/o Mahesh Kumar R/o-
89/1438/8, St.No.9,Balbir Nagar
Extn.,Shahdara, Delhi-32,have
changed my name from Komal
to Komal Shrivastav.

0040548531-1

l,Jeet Singh,S/0-Pratap Singh
R/0-plot.no,1/4-G-
8,Kh.N0.134/10,Near Laxmi
Vatika,Jai Vihar,Phase-
1,Dichaon Kalan Najafgarh,
New.Delhi-43,have changed my
minor daughter’s name
LAXKITAI to LAKSHITA for
all,purposes. 0040548561-7

l,Jagmeet Kaur,D/o Late Ex.Dfr
Tara Singh Brar R/0-D-
4/11\Vashisht-Park, Pankha-
Road,New Delhi-46,hereby
declare that my name written
inmy aadhar-card as Jagmeet
Kaur and in my father service-
records,itis writtenas
JAGGWINDER KAUR and itis
declared that JAGGWINDER
KAUR and JAGMEET KAUR are
one and the same person.In
future, | will be known by the
name of JAGMEET KAUR,for all
purposes. 0040548565-6

1,GURSARAN LAL/GURUSARAN
LAL S/O TIRATH RAM CHOPRA
R/0 HNO.2463,SECTOR-2,
BAHADURGARH,JHAJJAR-
124507.HARYANA.CHANGED MY
NAME TO GURSARAN LAL
CHOPRA. 0040548561-2

I,Dhruav Girotra S/0.Rajesh
Girotra R/0.House.no-93
Saraswati-Kunj,Sector-53 Golf
Course-Road Gurgaon,
Haryana-122001 have changed
my name to Dhruav Khurana
Permanently 0040548520-3

1,Ashok Kumar,S/o Peer Baksh
R/0-D-17,4th-Floor, Shaheen
Bagh,Abul-Fazal-Enclave Part-
1l,Jamia-Nagar, Okhla,New
Delhi-25,have changed my
name to Riyaz Shaikh,for all
purposes. 0040548565-1

1, Ujjwal, S/o Rajkishan Mongia,
R/0 House N0.20-1, New Colony,
Gurgaon, Haryana-122001 have
changed my name to Ujjwal
Mongia. 0040548561-4

I,Ajay Sharma,S/0 Sh.Ram Nath
Sharma, R/0-B-2/2224 Vasant-
Kunj,New Delhi-70,have
changed my name,from Ajay to
Ajay Sharma,for all,purposes
and that all the people will
know me by the name of Ajay
Sharma. 0040548565-3

1, laxmi chaudhari D/O vijay pal
R/0 House no-30,gali no-1
Block -B sheetla colony,
Gurgaon, Hayana -122001 have
changed my name to laxmi
chaudhary 0070714202-1

I, Vandana Patyal Alias Vandana
Varma D/o Pyar Singh Patyal
and W/o Vikash Varma R/0 3A,
Siddharth CHS, Amravati Road,
8th mile Dawlamati Nagpur,
Maharashtra-440023, have
changed my nameto Vandana
Varma 0070714165-1

1, Sushil Arora S/o Tirath Ram
R/0 10, Ward No-16, New Model
Town, Near HM School,
Ferozepur City, Punjab-152002,
have changed my nameto
Sushil Kumar Arora

0070714191-1

1, Sona Kishore Mewani D/o
Kishore Harbhagwandas
Mewani and W/o Puneet Rajesh
Darra R/0286/6, Kalyan Apts,
Gandhi Market, Sion East, Sion,
Mumbai- 400022, have changed
my name to Bhuvi Puneet Darra

0070714182-1

SUKHVINDER SINGH SUDAN,

permanently. 0040548557-7

I, Ravinder Kumar Gupta S/o
Ram Swaroop Gupta R/o Flat
Number B-6, Plot Number B-
115, Shalimar Garden Ext-lIl,
Ghaziabad, UP-201005, have
changed my name to Ravinder
Gupta 0070714179-1

I, Rajesh Kumar Mehta S/o0 B.D.
Mehta R/0 1084,Ground
Floor,Shakti KHand-4,
Indrapuram, Shipra Sun
City,Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201014 Have Changed my
Name to Rajesh Mehta.

00707141641

I, Rajbir Singh Randhawa S/o0
Kulwant Singh R/o Vill Duburji
PO Udhonangal, Teh Baba
Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, Punjab-
143114, have changed my name
to Rajbir Singh 0070714171-1

I, RAM PRASAD S/o RAMANAND
ADDRESS-1/1, GROUND-
FLOOR,NAI BASTI KISHAN-
GANJ,SHRI-KRISHNA
TEMPLE,PADAM-NAGAR,DELHI-
110007, changed my name to
LALMANI. 0040548557-1

I, Prachi, D/0.Jakir Sahib
R/0.WZ-215/2, Guru Nanak
Nagar,Street.N0.4 & 5,New
Delhi-110018,have changed my
name to Prachi Vashisht,for
future references. 0040548557-8

I, Poonam D/o Satpal Sharma
R/0-D-54, Gali.No.8,Dharam
puri,Khyala, New Delhi-110018,
have changed my nameto
Poonam Sharma,for all,future
purpose. 0040548557-2

I, Murtuza Khan S/o Nabi Dad
Khan R/o House No-9D, Pocket-
F,GTB Enclave, Dilshad Garden,
Delhi-110095, have changed my
name to Murtaza Khan

0070714157-1

I Mukesh Kumar S /0 Jagdish
Kumar R/ O -wz- 137 ,Shadipur,
Delhi- 110008.That my ,my
wife,and my son’s name was
inadvertently written as
Mukesh choker,Laxmi choker
and Garishth.but my,mywife
and my son’s correct name is
Mukesh Kumar, Laxmi and
Garishth Chhoker. 0040548565-4

INeelam Tripathi W/o Yogesh
Tripathi R/0-C-1/9F, DLF-
Colony, Bhopura,Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, inform that my
Flat-No-S-2,2nd-Floor,MIG
Back Side, Plot-No-C-1/9, DLF
Dilshad Ext-2, Bhopura,
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad,
Registry & Power of Autono
have been actually lost. Please
Contact above address/Call-
9873180518 0040548531-3

IRajinder Kumar Sethi S/o-Late
Shri Bhagwan Das Sethi R/o0-D-
100, Second Floor, Prashant
Vihar, Delhi-110085 Inform that
R.K.Sethi, Rajendra Kumar
Sethi, Rajender Kumar Sethi &
Rajinder Kumar Sethiis the one
and same person 0040548501-1

ISARABJEET KAUR,W/0O
DILBAGH SINGH,R/0 D-81,
BHAGAT SINGH PARK,
SIRASPUR, DELHI-110042, HAVE
CHANGED MY NAMETO
SARABJIT KAUR. 0040548557-5

I, ARUN KUMAR VERMA, S/0O
KRISHAN LAL VERMA, R/0O-B-18
GOLDEN PARK SHIV PURI
KRISHNA NAGAR,DELHI
110051,have changed name to
ARUN VERMA. 0040548557-4

1, Belal Ahmed S/o0 Abdul Gani
R/0-E-159-160, JJ-Colony,
Madipur,Paschim Vihar, Delhi-
63,have changed my name to
Bilal Ahmed 0040548531-2

I, Chanchal Alias Upashna
Surinder Pal D/o Madan Lal and
W/o Surinder Pal R/0 House No-
123, 1stFloor, Street No-5,
Nirankari Colony, Delhi-110009,
have changed my nameto
Upashna Surinder Pal

0070714181-1

I, Gunjan D/o Deep Chand Rajora
R/0 R-846 Camp No.5 Jwalapuri
Sunder Vihar Delhi-110087 have
changed my nameto Gunjan
Rajora for all future purposes.

0040548529-1

1, Sona Kishore Mewani D/o
Kishore Harbhagwandas
Mewani and W/o Puneet Rajesh
Darra R/0286/6, Kalyan Apts,
Gandhi Market, Sion East, Sion,
Mumbai- 400022, have changed
my name to Bhuvi Puneet Darra

0070714182-1

I, Anjul S/0 Rajendra Prasad R/o
House No-112, Mistri Bazar,
Tapukada, Vill-Tapokara, Teh-
Tijara, Distt-Alwar, Rajasthan-
301707, have changed my name
to Anjul Rajendra Sharma

0070714183-1

1, Harish Verma S/0, Ved
Prakash R/0 710, Anand Parvat,
Military Road, Punjabi Basti,
Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005,
have changed my nameto
Harish Kumar. In future I will be
known as Harish Kumar for all
purposes. 0040548551-1

I, KOMAL D/O GURSARAN LAL
CHOPRA R/O HNO.2463,
SECTOR-2,BAHADURGARH,
JHAJJAR-124507. HARYANA.
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME TO
KOMAL CHOPRA. 0040548561-1

I Kashish D/o-Adil Hussain R/0-
M-44A, Batla-House,Jamia-
Nagar, ND-25.inform that,name
of my father,has-been
mention,in my 10th-certificate
as Adil Hussain instead,of Adil
Husain. 0040548565-2

I, Liji Rajukutty N., S/o Late Sh.
N.R. Rajukutty, R/0.B-1/3,
U.D.A.P. Colony, Nehru Nagar,
New Delhi-110065 hereby
declare that my names ‘Lijiraj’,
‘N.L. Raj’ and ‘N.L. Rajukutty’
are names of one and the same
person. In future I shall be
known as ‘N.L. Rajukutty’ for all
purposes. 0040548523-1

Shameem R/0 N-12/164-9-S,
Uchawa, Bazardiha, Bajardiha,
Varanasi, UP-221109, that name
of my father has been wrongly
written as Md Shameem Khan
in my 10th Class Certificate.
The actual name of my fatheris
Mo Shameem 0070714187-1

| TAJINDER KAUR,W/0O SURINDER
SINGH KAPOOR,H.NO-B,227
HARINAGAR, U-F-F NEW DELHI-
110064, Have changed my
name to TEJINDER KAUR.

0040548557-6

1,RAJIV GUPTA S/O RAM NIWAS
GUPTAR/O C2/52,FIRST-
FLOOR,JANAK PURI,DELHI-
110058.HAVE CHANGED MY
NAME TO RAJEEV GUPTA.

0040548561-3

I, Parth S/o0 Deepak Kumar, R/0
L-13, Kirti Nagar, West Delhi,
DELHI-110015, have changed
my name to Parth Patheja.

0040548561-5

1, Ankush Kumar S/o Surender
Singh R/0 9, Teeka Chhel,
Tehsil-Sujanpur, Distt-
Hamirpur, HP-176111, have
changed my name to Ankush
Kumar Sudyal 0070714194-1

LOST & FOUND

1, Sakshi D/o Brijlal R/0.h.no-
140/163, nehru ekta-colony
sector-7 r.k.puram,nd-22,have
lost my original-certificate
class-10th(2008) Rollno-
6402628 class-12th(2010)
RolIn0-6691456 CBSE-Delhi,

0040548565-9

LOST & FOUND

Original conveyance
deed No. 361 dt
30.01.1995 of property
No 2130, Phase 7,
Mohali, Punjab has
been lost. It was not
pledged/ Mortgaged to
any bank/ financial
institution. Anyone
finding it is requested
to return to the owner.

Please contact
9873929387
PUBLIC NOTICE
Know all through this notice that my
clients Sh. Raj Kumar Sfo Late Sh .
Payary Lal & Smt. Usha Rani Rlo
39/1333, DDA Flats, Madangir, New
Delhi - 110062, has severed all their ties
with their son Sanjeev Kumar, Pooja
Dinghra W/o Sanjeev Kumar (daughter
in law) and Hriday (son's daughter),
disowned & debarred them from all
(movable, immovable) properties.
Whoever does any transaction (of any
kind) or keeps any relation with them
shall do the same on his own risk or cost
and my clients or them family will not be
responsible in any manner whatsoever.

IONIKA SHARMA (Advocate)
Ch.No. 134, Saket Courts, New Delhi-17

WHITE LEAF
PUBLIC SCHOOL

Main Narela Road,
Bawana, Delhi-39

Send Applications for:
NTT, AT, TGT,
PGT (All Subjects)
Librarian &
Special Educators

Email: whiteleaf2013@gmail.com
Ph: 9213062301, 9717460460

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby informed
that My Client, Ramesh Rfo H.No.
1112 Gali No15 Sidhatri Enclave,
Bhagwati Garden, Uttam Nagar,
West Delhi, Delhi-110059 have
severed all my relations with his
son Subhash Chauhan and his wife
Komal and hereby debarred them
from inheriting any of my client’s
properties movable and immovable
in all respects,and all
responsibilities.
Shanker Chhabra-Advocate
A-298 Shivalik Panscheel
Geetanjali Road Delhi-17

Itis informed to the public at large that
my client; Vinod Kumar S/o. Late Shri
Madan Lal Rio. A-108, Pandav Nagar,
New Delhi hereby declaring,
debarring & disowning his son
DEEPAK™ and his wife from his
properties (moveable or immoveable)
situated at Delhi or outside of Delhi
because they are not under the control
of my client.” My client and his family
members have also severed all his
relations from them and he is not be
responsible /liable for ank; act, deed
and thing done by the abovenamed
persons since today.

RAJENDER KUMAR -ADVOCATE

Seat No. 274, Gajanand Block,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi -110054
Mob.: 7011412077

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it Known that My Client SH.
KAILASH S/o SH. HANUMAN R/o
12, Jhagdet Kalan Alwar,
Neemuchana Rajasthan-301024, do
hereby Disown/Debar his Son
namely DEEPAK YOGI and from all
his movable & immovable properties
& severe his relations from them as
they are no more in there control. If
any body dealing with them, shall be
doing at his/her own risk cost &
responsibility.
PARKASH CHAND (Advocate)
Enrl.No.D-9065/2019.

Which can be uploaded by date 21.09.2020 upto 5.00 PM.
Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date 22.09.2020

at11.00 AM.

(B)

S.No. | Job No./Work Name Amount

1. |203/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2018-19, M/o Park, Cost
(open Zym) Sector-22, C-block (Village | Rs. 56.94
chaura) and D-Block, Park Sector-63 Lacs
(Village Chhijarsi) with five year
maintenance.

2. | 100/D(H)/DD(H)-1/2020-21, M/o RSP Cost
(Vertical Garden) with one year| Rs.33.69
maintenance in Kalindi Kunj Bridge and Lacs
DND Fly Over.

3. | 101/D(H)/DD(H)-/2020-21, M/o Parks Cost
(R/O Parks in front of B-57, D-109| Rs. 37.97
Sector-2, C-1, Sector-3 & behind water Lacs
works compound Sector-5)

at11.00 AM.
Office: Sector-39

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

Which can be uploaded by date 28.09.2020 upto 5.00 PM.
Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on date 29.09.2020

Director (Hort.)
Noida

PUBLIC NOTICE

BE IT KNOWN TO ALL THAT OUR CLIENT MR MRINAL
SHIVELY, MS PAYAL SHIVELY AND MRS VINEETA
SHIVELY HAVE SHOWN THEIR INTEREST TO
PURCHASE PROPERTY BEARING ENTIRE SECOND
FLOOR OUT OF PLOT NO.A-215, DEFENCE COLONY,
NEW DELHI-110024 FROM ITS REGISTERED
OWNERS MRS MADHU NANGIA AND MR ASHIT
KUMAR NANGIA
‘THE BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SAID PROPERTY IS AS
UNDER:-
MR NARSINGH DEV BHASIN AND MR NARENDER
KUMAR BHASIN WERE THE FREEHOLD OWNERS OF
THE ENTIRE PROPERTY BY VIRTUE OF
CONVEYANCE DEED EXECUTED BY L&DO IN THEIR
FAVOUR WHICH WAS DULY REGISTERED ON 31-03-
2009 VIDE REGN NO.3658 IN BOOK NO.1 VOLUME
NO.9161 ON PAGES 115-17
MR NARSINGH DEV BHASIN AND MR NARENDER
KUMAR BHASIN ENTERED INTO A COLLABORATION
AGREEMENT WITH M/S 1.G. BUILDERS AND
PROMOTERS PVT LTD THROUGH ITS DIRECTOR MR
GIREESH CHAUDHARY AND ALSO EXECUTED A
GPA IN FAVOUR OF MR GIREESH CHAUDHARY
WHICH WAS DULY REGD ON 11:05-2010
AS PER COLLABORATION AGREEMENT, M/S 1.G.
BUILDERS AND PROMOTERS PVT LTD BECAME THE
OWNERS OF ENTIRE SECOND FLOOR AND THIRD
FLOOR WITH ROOFRIGHTS OUT OF THE SAID
PROPERTY
MR NARSINGH DEV BHASIN AND MR NARENDER
KUMAR BHASIN THROUGH THEIR GPA HOLDER MR
GIREESH CHAUDHARY DIRECTOR OF M/S 1.G.
BUILDERS & PROMOTERS PVT LTD SOLD THE
ENTIRE SECOND FLOOR PORTION OUT OF THE
SAID BUILT-UP PROPERTY TO MRS MADHU NANGIA
AND MR ASHIT KUMAR NANGIA VIDE SALE DEED
DULY REGD IN THE OFFICE OF SRO-V NEW DELHI
ON 20-08-2011 AS DOCUMENT NO.13136 IN BOOK
NO.1 VOLUME NO.11403 ON PAGES 88-107
IF ANY PERSON/LEGAL HEIR/CLAIMANT HAS ANY
RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN THE SAID PORTION
OF THE SAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE/ THEY MAY
CONTACT ~ THE  UNDERSIGNED  WITH
DOCUMENTARY PROOF WITHIN 15 (FIFTEEN) DAYS
OF PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE AND AFTER
THAT NO CLAIM AGAINST THE SAID PORTION OF
THE SAID PROPERTY SHALL BE ADMISSIBLE
RAVI CHOPRA
ADVOCATE
9811020745
OFFICE NO. 1, FIRST FLOOR,
DDA MARKET POCKET-A-1,
MAYUR VIHAR-IIl, DELHI-96

PUBLIC NOTICE

The General Public Notice is hereby given, on
behalf of our client, Shri Anil Yadav, 372
Akshardham Apts , Pocket-3, Sector-19
Dwarka, New Delhi, as Shri Dharmesh
Prasad, S/o Late Shri N. M. Prasad, IFS
(Retd.), residing at 17-C, Ashok Nagar, Park
Road, Ranchi, Jharkhand through his agent
Anoop Malik /o Prannath Malik is negotiating
with our client to sell the property owned and
possessed by him, as described in the
Schedule below as ‘the Said Property’

Al persons claiming any right, title and/ or
interest and/or encumbrance in the said
property or any part thereof, including but not
limited by way of sale, gift, lease, transfer
deed, inheritance, tenancy, agreements
MOU, mortgage, charge, lien, trust, security,
attachment, acquisition or  otherwise,
howsoever, are hereby required to make the
same known to the undersigned at our office,
along with, relevant documents, evidencing
any claim whatsoever, in respect of the said
property within 15 days from the date hereof,
failing which the transaction of sale and
purchase of the Said Property will be
completed, without any reference to such
claim and the same, if any, shall be
considered as non-existent and /or waived.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SAID PROPERTY
Freehold DDA Residential Flat No. 269, on II
Floor, along-with Scooter Garage on GF,
situated at Pocket-1, Sector-19, Dwarka
Residential Scheme, Dwarka, New Delhi

S/d Advocate Payal Jain and Associates
Office:- 24/30, Shakti Nagar, GF,

PLACE: NEW DELHI Delhi-110007
DATE: 12 September 2020 ~ Tele: 9868045019

Public Notice

Be it known to all that my client intends to
urchase the above captioned property
rom its Owner Mrs. Krishna Alias Krishna
Dua and Ors. Somehow they have lost
their original Lease Deed dated
21.11.1967 and Original Gift Deed dated
19.02.1982 and it is hereby notified that if
any person / Bank JF.| or Entity having /
claiming any rights, title, interests, lien,
charge or claim of any nature
(whatsoever) by way of or on the basis of
any agreement, prior sale, loan, mortgage,
security, equitable mortgage, surety,
dispute, litigation, injunction, inheritance,
succession, attachment or claim of any
nature in the above captioned property or
has any sort of dispute / litigation and / or

otherwise any objection for its sale, the:

should contact or nollf¥ the same (witl
valid Documentary Proof/ evidence) to the
undersigned within 15 days from the date
of publication, failing which it shall be
presumed that the above captioned
property is free from all sorts of
encumbrances of any nature and the
above named Owners are vested with
clear and marketable Title/Interest and my
client may proceed further to complete the

transaction.

Manohar Malik (Advocate)
B-16, Lower Ground Floor, J_an%)ura
Extension New Delhi-110014

General public is hereby informed that
my client Shri Naveen Trehan Sfo. Late
Shri Charan Dass Trehan Rio. C-208,
Mansarover Garden, Delhi has acquired
exclusive ownership rights in the entire
property No. C-208, Mansarover
Garden, Delhi measuring about 150
sq.yds. After the death of his father Shri
Charan Dass Trehan on 11.04.2020 by
virtue of registered Will bearing Regn.
No. 3294 Book No.lll, Volume No. 8025
pages 30 to 31 dated 28.12.2012 in his
favour. Any other person dealing with
the above property shall be at his own,
risk and consquences

ANIL KHOSLA -ADVOCATE

K-69, Near Gate No.2,
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi -110054
Mob.: 9818025963

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public is hereby informed that
my client Smt. Premlata Gupta W/o Late
Shri Mohan Lal Gupta R/o H.No. B-4/131/2,
Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi 110029
have disowned her Real Son namely
Shankar Dutt Gupta and his wife Namely
Varsha Gupta and their children Namely
Akansha Gupta and Vibhansh Gupta from
all her movable & immovable properties &
have severed all her relations with them on
account of their immoral conduct and
intolerable physical and mental cruelties
with her. Anyone dealing/ transacting with
them shall be fully responsible for their acts
& my client shall not be responsible for any
oftheiractsin future.

Dharamvir Singh Chauhan (Advocate)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to general public
at large, under instructions
from and on behalf of my
clients Mr. Umesh Gurnani
S/o Sh. Anand Gurnani R/o
H.no. H-447, Naraina Vihar,
Delhi AND Mr.Lokesh
Gurnani S/o Sh.
N.D.Gurnani R/o H.no. B-
176,second Floor, Naraina
Vihar, Delhi, are the lawful
owner of property bearing
no. Flat no. A-1/144, Ground
Floor, Sector-4, Rohini,
Delhi-110085.
Take note that my above said
clients rented out the said
property to Smt. Renu D/o
Sh. Dhanraj & Smt. Jaiwanti
W/o Sh. Dhanraj and
entered into a RENT
AGREEMENT dated
26.12.2018.
Take further note that my
clients came to know that
said tenants are trying to sell
the above said tenanted
property on the basis of false
& fabricated documents.
Furtheritis notified that if any
person or persons intends to
deal in respect of the
property bearing no. A-
1/144, Ground Floor, Sector-
4, Rohini, Delhi-110085,
which belongs to my above
said clients only, shall deal
personally with my clients
since my above said clients
has not given any attorney,
authority or power of
attorney to any person or
persons for dealing with his
movable or immovable
properties. My clients
continues to be the absolute
owner of his above
mentioned property.
My clients have no
responsibility of their acts,
deeds and things, if any
person will make any dealing
with them, in respect of
property no. A-1/144,
Ground Floor, Sector-4,
Rohini, Delhi-110085,
he/she himself/herself be
responsible.

Anil Kumar Garg (Advocate)

Ch. No.58, Western Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

Ch.No. 322, Saket Courts, New Delhi-17

PUBLIC NOTICE

General Public is hereby Informed
that my client, namely M/s G.S.
DEVELOPERS having Its office at
E-107, Lajpat Nagar-I, New Delhi-
110024 through lts partners (1) Shri
Guneet Singh Bindra and (2) Shri
Kulvinder Singh Bindra who have
Purchased the entire property
bearing No. 8, VIKARAM VIHAR
EXTENSION, LAJPAT NAGAR-IV,
NEW DELHI -110024,
MEASURING 125 SQ. YARDS vide
by Agreement to sell dated 1st day
of February, 2020 from owners,
namely (1) Smt. Raminder Kaur, (2)
Shri Satinder Pal Singh, (3) Shri
Gagandeep Singh and (4) Shri
Jasmet Singh, in pursuance of
already Paid and Parted the
substantial amount thereof.

Any Person(s) having any sort of
right, title, interest or claim of any
nature in respect of the above said
stated Portion(s) of property may
Put forth his/her/their claim with the
undersigned with relevant
supportive documentary evidence
within 7 (seven) days from the date
of publication of this Notice, failing
which it shall be deemed that there
is no claim of any sort against the
same and my client will proceed for
registration of Sale Deed.

N.K. Kukreja, Advocate

Enrl. No. D-310/03

Chamber No. 380, Lawyer’s Block
Saket Courts Complex, Saket,
New Delhi-110017

Mob: 98103 22310, 83779 53358

New Delhi Dated: 15/09/2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

Be it known to General public that my
client Dropati Devi Gupta Wife of Late
Ved Prakash Gupta R/o 390 Sunlight
Colony-1 New Delhi 110014 has
disowned and debarred her Son Yogesh
Kumar and Wife Geetanjali from
severed her all relations and her all
moveable, immoveable properties and
also severed all her relations with them
due being them disobedient and
disloyal towards my client. My client
shall not be responsible for any their
acts deeds done by them anyone
dealing with them shall be on their risk
and consequences.
Usha Mahajan (Advocate)
Ch No.807 Patiala House
New Delhi-110001

§ For All Advertisement Booking

4 Call : 0120-6651214

its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as a result of
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Note: The e-Tender can be downloaded from e-Tendering Portal: https://
etendermmrda.maharashtra.gov.in. Any additional information, Corrigendum
& help for uploading & downloading the e-tender, may be availed by contacting
MMRDA's e-tendering service desk at the following id: etendersupport@
mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in or call us on 022-26597445.

For further information if required you may please contact
Shri. M.Y. Patil, Executive Engineer on Telephone number 022-26594049 oron
E-mail : mohan.patil@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in.

c

[

‘ Sd/- Z

Date : 15/09/2020 Executive Engineer
Place: Mumbai MMRDA

i '._ ; -\';\

=TTl r!

The prescribed tender

of e-tender is as under:

The Haryana State Federation of Consumers’
Co-operative Wholesale Stores, Limited

e-Tender is invited on the prescribed tender form from reputed and financially sound transporters for the peri-
od from 01.10.2020 to 31.03.2021 may be extended for further 6 months in single stage two cover system i.e.
request for pre-qualification/Technical Bid (online Bid under Technical Envelope) and request for Financial Bid
(comprising of price bid proposal under online available Commercial Envelope) for the transportation of:-

1. Doorstep delivery of food-grains i.e. Wheat, Bajra, Sugar, Pulses, Mustard Oil, Fortified Atta etc. or any other
consumer items to Fair price Shops under TPDS or other Welfare scheme in Sub Divisions falling in Districts
Gurgaon, Narnaul, Mewat and Faridabad from FCI/Agency/CONFED godowns.

form containing detailed
https://etenders.hry.nic.in. The e-tender duly completed with requisite earnest money shall be opened by the
Committee. Tenderer shall be required to quote separate rates of Sub Division wise falling in the District.
Separate tender should be submitted by the tenderer for each Sub Division falling in the District. The schedule

(CONFED HARYANA)
DETAIL NOTICE INVITING TENDER

terms and conditions can be had from

District Release/calling of | Last date of reg- | Opening of technical bid | Opening of financial bid
tender upto 09.00 istration with and cheking of document and negotiation
PM portal upto 10.00 AM
Gurugram, Narnaul, 14.09.2020 24.09.2020 upto 25.09.2020 25.09.2020 or as decided
Mewat and Faridabad 05.00 PM Committee

are available on website.

82775/HRY

For details, please visit 'Tender' Section on https://etenders.hry.nic.in. The tender notice and tender documents

Interested parties may remain present at the time of opening of e-tender for making negotiation, if any. The
undersigned reserve the right to cancel/reject all or any tender without assigning any reason thereof.

Dr. R.S. Dhillon, IAS
Managing Director

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER BOMDILA
HYDRO POWER DIVISION-II,

DEPARTMENT OF HYDRO POWER DEVELOPMENT
PO: BOMDILA, WEST KAMENG DISTRICT
PRESS NOTICE FOR e-TENDERS

following works.

The Executive Engineer, Bomdila Hydro Power Division-Il, DHPD, Bomdila
on behalf of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, invites lump sum fixed
tender for C/o Common Service Centre at Kalaktang on trunkey basis in
electronic tendering system from approved and eligible Contractors for the

Sl Name of | Estimated | Earnest |Cost of bid| Start & Scope
No. work Cost (Rs. | Money |documents| Closing of
In Lakhs) | (Rs. In (Rs. In date for Work
Lakhs) Lakhs) Online bid
submission
No. BHPD-II/ C/O 116.20 1.162 0.01 07.09.2020 | Civil
Tender- Common (APST) at 1400 Hrs | works
01/2020-21/| Service 2.324 (Non to
373-80 Centre at APST) 16.09.2020
Dtd.06.2020 | Kalaktang. at 1500 Hrs.
Other details are available on the SBD uploaded on URL,

https://dhpd.ar.etenders.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer
Bomdila Hydro Power Division-lI,
DHPD, Bomdila
DIPR No. ARN/13148-50

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura Srinagar-190011

Email : ammoimports@skims.ac.in Fax 0194-2403403

IMPORTS SECTION

Subject: Procurement of proprietary items from M/S Abbott diagnostics Technologies, Norway.
SKIMS intends to procure following equipments on proprietary basis from M/S Abbott Diagnostics Technologies Norway, for
various departments of SKIMS being their proprietary item as claimed by the company:-

NOTICE

S No | Description

Afinion 2 system

Cholestech LDX system

Cholestech LDX Lipid profile,

Afinion 2 HbA1c

Afinion 2, ACR

R R I

Afinion CRP

ship of the said item shall be accepted.

Enclosure:
=l
;|

May 12, 2020
To Whom it may concern

In this connection, objections (if any) from companies manufacturing/marketing, such equipments capable of delivering the
same result as intended from the above equipments, regarding the proprietary nature of the above item should be communicat-
ed within 15 days on the above mentioned email id/fax after which the claim of the company who has claimed for the proprietor-

Proprietary certificate as provided by M/S Abbott diagnostics Technologies As Norway.

This is to certify that the below mentioned products along-with the catalogue no.'s are the proprietary items, manufactured by us,
M/s Abbott Diagnostics Technologies AS, P.O. Box, 6863 Rodelokka, N-0504 Oslo, Norway, having manufacturing premises at
M/s Abbott diagnostics Technologies AS, Kjelsasveien 161, N-0884 Oslo, Norway.

Sd/- Asstt. Material Management Officer
Imports.

Abbott Diagnostics Technologies As
Kjelsaskeien 161

P.O. Box 6863 Rodelokka

NO-0504 Oslo Norway.

T: 4724056000, F:+4724056010
Enterprise No. 981363019 MVA

PROPRIETARY CERTIFICATE

Eldri Prestegard
Regulatory Affaris Manager
Abbott Diagnostics Technologies AS

Dated 14.09.2020
SMS-5288

Catalogue No. (REF) Product Name Pack Size
1116772 AFINION TM2 1 analyzer
1116050 Cholestech Ldx 1 analyzer
1116061 Alere Afinion TM Data Connectivity Converter 1 unit
1116781 AfinionTM ACR 15 tests
1116779 Afinion TM ACR Control 2x1x1.0mL
1116787 AFINION TM2 CRP 15 tests
1116785 Afinion TM CRP Control 2x2x.0.5 mL
1116795 AFINION TM2 HbA1c 15 tests
1116793 Afinion TM HbA1c Control 2x1x.0.5 mL
1116801 Cholestech Ldx lipid cartridge 10 tests
1116800 Cholestech Ldx lipid cartridge 1 optic cassett
Sincerely,

No: SIMS-324-Afinion-2020-2891-98-5288-90

Abbott Diagnostics
Technologies As

New Delhi
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TRACKING INDIA’S COVID CURVE

.3 CASES:
10 48,46,427

DAYS SINCE
PANDEMIC
BEGAN

TESTS: 5,72,39,428 | DOUBLING RATE: 35.12%*

RECOVERED: 37,80,107
DEATHS: 79,722

(9

Y./
a'c' : 4

KEYSTATES TOTAL SURGEIN | 7-DAYAVG | DOUBLING
TOWATCH CASES 24HOURS | GROWTH* | TIME**
mMaharashtra |10,60,308 | 22,543 | 2.25% | 31.96
mAndhra 5,67123 9,536 1.87% 3449
mTamil Nadu 5,02,759 5,693 1.17% 61.60
mUttar Pradesh | 3,12,036 6,205 2.29% 31.34
m Delhi 2,18,304 4,235 1.89% 38.04

* Compounded Daily Growth Rate over last 7 days

**Calculated over 7-day growth

1.64

Deaths as a ratio of
positive cases (in %);
indicator of progress

in averting deaths

CASEFATALITY RATIO POSITIVITY RATE DAILY IN, DAILY OUT
7 DAYS EARLIER: 7 DAYS EARLIER: DETECTED TODAY
1.70 8.49 92,071
NOW: NOW: RECOVERED TODAY:

8.47

Positives against
number tested
(in %); indicator of
the spread of disease

Data as on September 13, released by Union Ministry of Health, ICMR and states. Often daily numbers
include data from previous days. As such, trends based on daily numbers are indicative, not definitive

77,512

Becoming sick vs
recovering; more
recoveries for 14 days
may signal the peak

Tripura daily
served notice
over article on
state’s Covid
situation

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA, SEPTEMBER 14

THEWEST Tripuradistrict admin-
istration on Monday served a no-
tice toavernacular morning daily,
asking it to provide evidence in
supportofanewsarticleit carried
on Covid-19 or face action.

The news article in the Dainik
Sambad published September 3
sai dthe situation at three Covid
Centres — GBP Hospital, Shahid
Bhagat Singh Youth Hostel and
Hapania Industry Department
auditorium — were “indescrib-
able”, said that the lockdownand
curfew wouldn’t be able to pre-
ventor contain Covid-19,and said
highlighted the insufficient PPEs
available with the government.

In her response to the notice,
managing editor Paramita
Livingstone said her newspaper
isdischargingits public duty and
responsibility with diligence.

The notice to the Dainik
Sambad comes a day after jour-
nalists in Tripura asked Chief
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb to
withdraw his comments on the
media. On Friday, Deb had said
that a section of “overexcited
newspapers” were trying to
“confuse” people over Covid-19.

Since then, two journalists in
Tripura have allegedly beenbeaten
upin separate incidents. Parashar
Biswas, from Ambassa of Dhalai
district, was assaulted by 6-7 peo-
ple inside his own house, while
television reporter Ashok
Dasgupta from Belonia in South
Tripura, was roughed up.

FULL REPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

HC judge calls for action against actor
Surya for dig at judiciary over NEET

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER 14

A DAY after Tamil actor Surya
blamed the courts for forcing stu-
dents to appear for NEET amid
the pandemic, Madras High
Court judge Justice S M
Subramaniam wrote to Chief
Justice A P Sahi, seeking con-
tempt proceedings against him.

Surya’s statement on Sunday

Govtto HC: Law, values do
not allow same-sex unions

SOFIAHSAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

JUST OVER two years after the
Supreme Court decriminalised
consensual homosexual rela-
tions, the Centre on Monday op-
posed a petition seeking the reg-
istration of same-sex marriages
under The Hindu Marriage Act,
1955, submitting that “our law,
legal system, society, our values”
do not recognise such unions.

Solicitor General of India
Tushar Mehta made the submis-
sion at the beginning of the hear-
ing before a Division Bench of
ChiefJustice D N Patel and Justice
Prateek Jalan.

“Subject to my taking instruc-
tions (from the government), my
legal take is itis not permissible”,
Mehta told the court.

Allowing the prayer would
run contrary to existing statutory
provisions, the SG said. “Our law,

IAF friendly fire:
Tribunal orders
stay after officers
challenge probe

KRISHN KAUSHIK
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE ARMED Forces Tribunal
(AFT) has stayed any action on a
report of the Court of Inquiry
against the two Indian Air Force
officers behind the shooting
down of a helicopter in friendly
fire in Budgam in February 2019,
a day after India carried out air
strikes in Balakot, Pakistan.

The AFT cited “non-compli-
ance” with various statutory pro-
visions by the Court of Inquiry as
the reason for the stay.

Six IAF personnel and one
civilian had been killed after the
Mi-17 V5 had gone down on
February 27,2019, in Budgam,
Kashmir. In April 2019, the Court
of Inquiry had held the two offi-
cersresponsible for the incident,
which happened during a dog-
fight between Indian and
Pakistani aircraft, saying they had
not ensured that there weren't
any friendly aircraft in the zone.

The two officers, Group
Captain Suman Roy Chowdhury,
who was chief operations officer
at the Srinagar airbase, and Wing
Commander Shyam Naithani,
the in-charge of Air Traffic
Control that day, had challenged
this, saying the government had
refused to share the Court of
Inquiry report with them, ham-
pering their defence.

In an application before the
AFT last week, the officers said the
Court of Inquiry was not “compe-
tent to investigate” the incident

Surya

came after four NEET candidates
inTamil Nadu committed suicide
allegedly due to stress and anxi-
ety in writing exams amid the
pandemic. He said, “Courts were
delivering justice through video-
conferencing due to life-threat-
ening coronavirus fears (but)are

and “suffers from several legal
and proceduralinfirmities”. They
urged that disciplinary action not
be taken against them based on
“the findings of a mala fide, pre-
determined, illegal” probe.

Inits order, the AFT said sev-
eral provisions of the Air Force
Rules had been “violated” by the
Court of Inquiry, though adding
that its order was meant only as
interim relief. One of the viola-
tions the tribunal referred to is
in line with the officers’ ques-
tions regarding why the findings
of the inquiry had not been
shared with them.

The officers had argued that
while the Air Force chief can
deny the same given security
considerations, their efforts to
find out if this clause had been
invoked in their case had been
blocked since January. The offi-
cers were told on August 19 fi-
nally that the proceedings could
not be shared as they were “se-
cret”,and were allowed access to
only the “unclassified” parts.

On August 21, the two officers
had challenged this before the
authorities within the Air Force,
questioning why they had been
provided “only partial/ redacted/
reduced portion” of the court of
inquiry, “that too without copy of
order of the CAS (Chief of Air
Staff), who s the only competent
authority in the matter”. But the
Western Air Command had re-
jected this application as well,
saying an “identical remedy”
sought by them had already been
“duly disposed of”.

legal system, society, our values
do not recognise the marriage -
whichis a sacrament - between
asame-sex couple,” he said.

One among the couple has to
be aman and the other awoman
to fall or not fall within the de-
grees of prohibited relationships
under the Act, he added.

“Thisis not as per my instruc-
tions. I checked up the law and
unless and until the court would
do violence to many provisions
of law, this cannot be permitted,”
Mehta said.

He submitted that he would
not even file an affidavit in re-
sponse to the public interest
plea, and would only rely on
statutory provisions. Referring to
specific provisions relating to do-
mestic violence, Mehta asked:
“Who will be treated as a wife (in
asame-sex marriage)?”

On the Supreme Court's
September 6,2018 order reading
down IPC Section 377, Mehta

submitted: “The judgment of the
Constitution Bench merely de-
criminalises homosexuality or
lesbians. Nothing more, nothing
less.”

The High Court questioned
the need for filing a PIL in the
case, and told the counsel for pe-
titioners that the persons could
come to the courtin the event of
denial of  registration.
Adjourning the matter to
October 21, the court asked the
counsel to bring on record in-
stances of, or facts about the de-
nial of registration of marriage to
same-sex couples.

The Bench had earlier ob-
served that changes were hap-
pening across the world, and
that it would keep an open mind
while hearing the matter on
merits. “What our constitutional
values require, we will see...,” the
court said.

Advocate Raghav Awasthi,
who appeared for petitioner

Abhijit Iyer Mitra and others, ar-
gued that in the absence of adec-
laration from a court or author-
ity, same-sex couples were being
denied registration of their mar-
riage under the 1955 Act. This,
the counsel said, was happening
despite the Supreme Court's ver-
dict on IPC Section 377. It was
also argued that the definition
within The Hindu Marriage Act
does not say that the marriage
has to take place between a
‘man’ and a ‘woman’.

Awasthi submitted that the
denial of registration impacted
both the right to equality and the
right to life, because benefits
available to heterosexual couples
were denied to homosexual cou-
ples.

The court was told that one
of the petitioners wanted to get
his marriage registered, and that
some couples who had been de-
nied registration, were reluctant
to approach the court.

Mahoba killing: Police look for
gangster who called family

MANISH SAHU
MAHOBA, SEPTEMBER 14

THE POLICE are searching for a
local gangster in the attack on
businessman Indra Kant Tripathi
a week ago, for which the then
Mahoba superintendent of po-
lice is among those booked.

The police said the gangster,
Ashu Bhadoria, now missing,
had called up a close relative of
Tripathi enquiring about his
whereabouts three hours before
he was shot at by unidentified
assailants on September 8.
Tripathi, 44, died of his injuries
on Sunday night.

Late Monday the govern-
ment announced an SIT to be
headed by Inspector General,
Varanasi Range, Vijay Singh
Meena to probe the incident and
submit a report in seven days.

Tripathi’s family has pro-
vided the police an audio clip
where Bhadoria purportedly is
asking Tripathi’s brother-in-law
Brijesh Shukla about his where-
abouts, around noon on
September 8. When Shukla says
Tripathi had been untraceable
since the day before, with both
his cellphones switched off, the
caller believed to be Bhadoria
tells him to find Tripathi as soon
as possible, adding, “Raja saheb
naaraz ho rahe hain (Raja saheb
isannoyed)... Find out where he
is... one cantalk toeachother...
Agar nahin pata karoge toh phir
samajh rahe ho baat ko (If you
don’t...youknow whatImean).”

Tripathi’s elder brother Ravi
Kant Tripathi said they had asked
the police to look into the call.

Newly appointed Mahoba SP
Arun Kumar Srivastava said
Bhadoria had four criminal cases

Forensic team inspecting Mahoba businessman Indra Kant
Tripathi’s car on Monday. Vishal Srivastav

against him. After the police in-
voked the Goonda Act against
him, he had shifted base to
Madhya Pradesh but kept visit-
ing Mahoba, sources said.

“We are working on several
leads, including the audio clip,”
Srivastava said. An officer said it
was only after Bhadoria’s arrest
would they know who the “Raja
sahib” he was referring to was.

Srivastava said the police were
also looking into Tripathi’s post
on social media hours before the
attack that he would hold a press
conference the next day on the
harassment he was facing from
Mahoba SP Mani Lal Patidar.

With Tripathi’s death, the
charges would now be altered to
murder, Additional Director
General, Prayagraj, Prem Prakash
said.

On Monday, as the body of
Tripathi was brought home, fam-
ily members and locals held a
protest demanding arrest of the
accused named in the case. The
family held his last rites only after
the police promised swift action.

In a video recorded before
the attack, Tripathi had accused
SP Patidar of criminal intimida-
tion and of trying to extort
money from him. A stone
crusher who also supplied ex-
plosives for mining, Tripathi had
suffered business losses recently.

Patidar and Devendra Shukla,
the SHO of Kabrai Police Station
under whose jurisdiction the at-
tack happened, have both been
booked in the case and placed
under suspension. The two oth-
ers named in the FIR are local
businessmen Suresh Soni and
Brahmdutt.

On Monday, the police ques-
tioned Tripathi’s business part-
ners Purushotam Soni and Bal
Kishore. Questioning this, Ravi
Kant said, “We are hurt that the
police are targeting people close
to us than the real culprits.
Purushotam and Bal Kishore are
like our family friends.”

He said Patidar and his asso-
ciates had threatened to ruin
Tripathi’s life, even kill him, if he
did not pay up extortion money.

Trust official backs
Uddhav, says none can
stop his Ayodhya visit

AVANEESHMISHRA
LUCKNOW, SEPTEMBER 14

THE GENERAL secretary of Shri
Ramjanmabhoomi  Teerth
Kshetra Trust, Champat Rai, on
Monday came out in support of
Shiv Sena chief and Maharashtra
Chief  Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, saying that no one
has the guts to stop him from
coming to Ayodhya.

Rai's statement came days af-
ter a group of priests, including
the chief priest of Hanuman
Garhi  Temple, accused
Thackeray of defaming Sanatan
Dharma amid Kangana Ranaut
episode and said that the Shiv
Sena chief was not welcome to
the temple town.

“Some people have said that
they will not let Uddhav
(Thackeray)to come to Ayodhya.
Thisis not the official stand of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad,” Rai told
mediapersons in Ayodhya.

“To hai kisike maa ne doodh
piya hai aur pilaya hai apne
bachhe ko jo Uddhav Thackeray
ka saamna karega Ayodhya mein?
So who can dare to stand against
Uddhav Thackeray in Ayodhya?)
Whois born so brave and power-
ful to stop Uddhav from entering
Ayodhya? This is useless talk.

L it
7 il Champat
' Rai
[ —

Saying such things is not right,”
Rai said.

The Maharashtra CM had vis-
ited Ayodhya in March this year
upon the completion of 100 days
of his government.

Reacting to Rai's remarks,
Mahant Raju Das of the
Hanuman Garhi temple along
with several other saints raised
slogans against the Temple Trust
office bearer and said that Rai
has no right to be in Ayodhya
anymore,

“Champat Rai never issued a
statement on the killing of saints,
and when we opposed Uddhav,
see the kind of language he is us-
ing. He is abusing Ayodhya and
challenging the people of
Ayodhya.Icondemn the language
used by Champat Rai. Such a per-
son has noright tobe in Ayodhya.
Irequest the Sangathan that such
people should not be given re-
sponsibilities,” Das said, adding
thatheisbeing backed by Dharam
Das from Nirvani Akhara,
Paramhans Maharaj,and Mahant
Dileep Das among others.

Republic journalists, driver

arrested for ‘trespassing’ on
Uddhav farmhouse get bail

MAYURA JANWALKAR
KHALAPUR, SEPTEMBER 14

A COURT on Monday granted
bail to a reporter and a video
journalist from the Republic
Media Network as well as a pri-
vate app-based cab driver, who
were arrested on September 9
for allegedly trespassing into
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray’s farmhouse
at Khalapur in Raigad district,
about 65 km from Mumbai.

The court of judicial magis-
trate first class in Khalapur
granted them bail of Rs 15,000
each and asked the accused, who
were sent to judicial custody on
Sunday;, to be released.

The offence against reporter

Anuj Kumar (32), a resident of
Noida, video journalist Yashpaljit
Singh (40) from Dehradun and
their Ola cab driver Pradeep
Dhanavade (23), from Mahul in
Mumbai, was registered follow-
ing a complaint filed by Rakesh
More (28),a security guard at the
Thackeray residence in Bhilavle
village of Khalapur taluka.

OnSeptember 9, while seek-
ing their custodial interrogation,
the police had told the court that
only a week ago, the CM had re-
ceived a threat call.

“Residents of Noida and
Dehradun, which are so faraway
from a rural place like Bhilavle,
were suspiciously moving
around Thackeray’s farmhouse,
which is why they needed to be
interrogated in detail.”
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HARYANA STAFF SELECTION COMMISSION

BAYS NO. 67-70, SECTOR-2, PANCHKULA-134151

(www.hssc.gov.in)

ordering students tofearlessly go
and write the exams.”

On Monday, sources close to
Justice Subramaniam confirmed
that he sought action against
Surya by arguing that the actor’s
statement “amounts to con-
tempt of court as the integrity
and devotion of the honourable
judgesas well as the judicial sys-
tem of our great nation are not
only undermined but criticised
inabad shape..”

Was targeted to
halt more charges
against Akbar:
Priya Ramani

New Delhi: Journalist Priya
Ramani told a Delhi court on
Monday she was “targeted se-
lectively” through a criminal

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT
OF PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES(DIVYANGJAN) =

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)

(Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India)

An ISO 9001: 2015 Institution

Manovikas Nagar, Secunderabad-500 009, Telangana.
Tel: 091-40-27751741-745, Fax : 091-40-27750198.www.niepid.nic

Employment Noti

This Institute invites applications from eligible candidates for the following
Regular Posts to be filled on Direct Recruitment basis.

ce No : 02/2020

defamation complaint by for- | [s) No.of
- . : N f the Post Level | Catego

mer Union minister M] Akbar | No. ame ot the Fos Post | eve | 9oy
“to halt the avalanche of alle- | LS RTITIETEL | (01
gationsof sexualmisconduct” | 1 | ecturer in Physiotherapy ( GroupA) | 01 | Level-10 | SC
against him in the wake of - —
#MeToo movement in 2018. 2 | Assistant Librarian (GroupB) 01 Level-06 UR

Ramanimade the submis- | Applications are invited from eligible candidates for the following posts to be
sion before Additional Chief | [filed on Contractual basis at Composite Regional Center for Skill
Metropolitan Magistrate Development, Rehabilitation & Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities,

Vishal Pahuja during the final
hearing in the complaint filed
by Akbar against her. Ramani
in 2018 accused Akbar of sex-

Nellore, Andhra Pradesh State.

CRC Nellore (on contractual basis)

ual misconduct. Advocate

Rebecca John, appearing for

Sl. .of | Consolidated Sala
No Name of the Post ';?):tf per month Y
1 | Asst. Professor (Special Education) 01 Rs.60,000/-

2 | Special Educator - MR/HI/VI 01 Rs.32,000/-

Ramani, told the court more
than 14womenaccused Akbar
of harassment, but hefiled case

only against Ramani. PTI

The Last date for receipt of Completed Application forms is 29.10.2020
The detailed notification is available on institute’s website: www.niepid.nic.in

ANNOUNCEMENT

Notice to candidates for interview for the post of Staff Nurse For Health Services,
Haryana Against Advt. No. 1/2015, Cat No. 01, with Corrigendum Dated 25.10.2016

Chief Secretary to Government of Haryana vide memo No. 22/149/2015-1 GS-Ill dated 5th March, 2019, has
informed that the State Government has decided that in respect of all advertisements where result of SBC has
been put on hold due to Court Orders, the Haryana Staff Selection Commission shall treat the SBC posts to be
under the Unreserved/General Category.

Therefore now, the Commission in continuation of earlier notice dated 11.08.2017 and 21.05.2020 calling the
candidates for interview on the basis of scrutiny of documents already held hereby calls the following candi-
dates bearing following Roll Numbers for interview/viva voce provisionally and further subject to fulfilment of
their eligibility conditions as per advertisement and service rules for consideration against the 91 posts belong-
ing to General Category (earlier SBC Category). The marks secured by the last shortlisted candidate are given
in bracket.

Advt. No. 01/2015, STAFF NURSE, Cat. No. 01
GENERAL ( 229 General + 91 SBC Posts earlier = 320 Posts)

15100291 15100306 15100547 15100840 15100920 15101265 15101428 15101761
15101770 15101803 15101876 15101908 15101934 15101956 15102104 15102193
15102335 15102406 15102468 15102537 15102591 15102656 15102682 15102802
15102833 15102876 15102984 15102987 15103095 15103240 15103482 15103545
15103603 15103708 15103829 15103846 15103913 15103915 15104068 15104142
15104186 15104272 15104275 15104515 15104547 15104552 15104703 15104805
15105000 15105068 15105097 15105099 15105238 15105242 15105249 15105281
15105383 15105421 15105498 15105528 15105568 15105697 15106278 15106351
15106378 15106550 15106611 15106685 15106769 15107103 15107520 15107707
15108114 15108221 15108507 15108687 15108911 15108941 15109323 15109438
15109491 15109545 15109592 15109693 15109724 15109743 15109765 15109877
15110117 15110297 15110920 15110994 15111112 15111200 15111205 15111698
15111703 15111779 15111783 15111812 15111920 15112031 15112034 15112058
15112456 15112618 15112838 15112909 15113045 15113088 15113106 15113185
15113369 15113420 15113489 15113739 15113815 15114247 15114254 15114404
15114424 15114477 15114660 15114940 15115162 15115233 15115297 15115322
15115347 15115431 15115463 15115593 15115940 15116111 15116119 15116268
15116516 15116574 15116777 15116826 15116888 15116965 15116985 15116996
15117022 15117138 15117196 15117327 15117439 15117496 15117629 15117663
15117848 15117914 15118110 15118192 15118207 15118232 15118299 15118378
15118386 15118409 15118592 15119133 15119255 15119309 15119505 15119618
15119878 15119934 15120740 (68)

1. The interview of the above candidates will be held on 07.10.2020 and 08.10.2020 in Commission's Office.
The candidates are advised to download the Admit Card for interview from the website of the Commission
on/after 02.10.2020, candidates should report at 09.00 A.M. as per admit card in the Commission office,
Bays No. 67-70, Sector-2, Panchkula. All candidates are also directed to bring all original documents, set
of self attested copies of all documents.

2. The candidates having roll number 15100530 and 15114254 have been called for Scrutiny of Documents
cum interview provisionally.

3. In case a candidate does not appear for Viva-Voce/interview, he/she will be given no further opportunity
thereafter. Candidates who have already been interviewed in court case, need not to appear again for inter-
view/Viva Voce. If any candidate having any orders from any competent court of law regarding Scrutiny of
Documents and interview, they should also be present at above mentioned date and venue alongwith all
relevent documents.

4. While every care has been taken in preparing and uploading the result, possibility of inadvertent/technical
errors cannot be ruled out. The Commission reserves the right to rectify the same later on.

5. The result is also available on the website of HSSC i.e. www.hssc.gov.in .y

Secretary
Haryana Staff Selection Commission

82779/HRY Dated:-11.09.2020
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CORONAVIRUS DASHBOARD

C#VID-19 VACCINE TRACKER

AMERICAN PHARMACEUTICAL com-
pany Pfizer has said it was working to-
wards the possibility of having to make
its coronavirus vaccine available in the
American market before the current
year was out. Pfizer’s candidate, being
developed in partnership with
German company BioNTech, is one of
the frontrunners in the vaccine race,
and is currently undergoing

phase-3 trials in the US.

“We (have) already
started manufacturing, and
we have already manufac-
tured hundreds of thou-
sands of doses, so justin case
we have a good study read-
out... we will be ready,” Pfizer CEO
Albert Bourla said in an interview on
CBS television network.

Pfizer has previously said it ex-
pected to know by October whether
its vaccine was effective or not. Bourla
reiterated this, and said there was a
60% chance that by October the com-
pany would be able to ascertain how

Pfizer looks at rollout in US
before the year is over

effective its vaccine was.

“Of course that does not mean
that it works, that only means that we
willknow if it works,” Bourla said. The
phase-3 trials are expected to con-
tinue well beyond October, but the
company is hoping that early data
would present adequate information
to assess its effectiveness.

soon come out with a ‘guidance’ on
such authorisation.

Pfizer’s earlier announcement
about the October timeline for assess-
ing effectiveness was one of the trig-
gers that fuelled speculation that a
vaccine would be available in the
United States before the November 3
Presidential elections.

His comments came a
day after the US Food and
Drug Administration (FDA)
said it was preparing to
grant emergency authorisa-
tion when a coronavirus
vaccine emerged on the
scene. The FDA said it would

INDIA TOTAL CASES
4,846,427

Source: Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare, updated at 11 pmon Sept 14

SEVERELY ILL Covid-19
patients on ventilators are
made tolie face downbe-
cause it’s easier for them
to breathe. But that posi-
tion can also cause per-

University, US, is cur-
rently on a preprint
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Why do Covid-19 patients on
ventilator face nerve damage?

manent nerve damage,

according toanew study. PAPER
The study from C

Northwestern LIP

NEW RESEARCH

29,075,608

tients worldwide, the re-
searchers estimated
thousands of patients
have been impacted.
The injury has been
missed because critically
ill people are expected to
wake up with some
weakness because they
have been bedridden.
But the pattern of weak-
ness in Covid-19 patients

server; the university
said it has been accepted
by the British Journal of Anaesthesia.
Scientists believe the nerve dam-
age is the result of reduced blood flow
and inflammation in Covid-19 patients.
When non-Covid-19 patients on ven-
tilators are placed in this position, they
rarely experience any nerve damage.
Based on this study and other re-
search, Northwestern said 12%to 15%
of the most severely ill Covid-19 pa-
tients have permanent nerve damage.
Based on the number of Covid pa-

itation when they found that, quite of-
ten, an important joint (wrist, ankle
or shoulder) would be completely
paralysed on one side of the body.

The most common nerve injuries
are wrist drops, foot drops, loss of
hand function and frozen shoulder.
Some patients had as many as four
distinct nerve injury sites. Some peo-
ple need assistance with walking such
as a wheelchair, brace or cane.

caught the researchers’
attention during rehabil-

Source: Northwestern University

SIMPLY PUT QUESTION 8 ANSWER

Reading life signature on Venus

The discovery of phosphine in the atmosphere of Venus has triggered excitement as a possible sign of life
on that planet. What is the gas, what is its connection with life, and how significant is the discovery?

AMITABH SINHA
PUNE, SEPTEMBER 14

AN ANNOUNCEMENT by an international
team of astronomers about the discovery of
phosphine gas in the atmosphere of Venus
on Monday triggered global excitement
about the possibility of the presence of life-
forms on the neighbouring planet. Apart from
being produced in industrial processes, phos-
phine, a colourless but smelly gas, is known to
be made only by some species of bacteria that
survive in the absence of oxygen.

Ina paper published in Nature Astronomy,
a team of scientists have reported traces of
phosphine in a concentration of approxi-
mately 20 parts per billion, thousands to mil-
lions of times more than what could other-
wise be expected.

So, is there life on Venus?

No one is saying that as of now. What sci-
entists have discovered is the presence of a
chemical which is known to be produced
only through biological process, and not
through any naturally occurring chemical
process. There are some other ways in which
this chemical might be produced, for exam-
ple, in the underbelly of volcanoes or mete-
orite activity, but that would have shown in
much lower concentrations. In any case, sci-
entists have ruled out all those kinds of
known possibilities which could be attrib-
uted for the presence of that gas.

In fact, this discovery was made in 2017,
and the scientists checked and re-checked
their data over the last three years before de-
ciding to make it public.

The abstract to their paper in Nature
Astronomy says this presence of phosphine is
“unexplained” after an exhaustive study of all
the possible other sources and “production
routes in Venus's atmosphere, clouds, surface
and subsurface, or from lightning, volcanicor
meteorite delivery”.

So, the only possible explanation for the
origin of this phosphine, based on our cur-
rent knowledge, could be in the biological
processes, the way it is produced on Earth,
by some microbes.

During an announcement on Monday,
scientists were very careful to emphasise, re-
peatedly, that this was not a confirmation of
the presence of life on Venus.

Why is it significant then?

This is the most credible evidence yet for
the possibility of life away from Earth. Scientists
say itis more significant, forexample, than the
discovery of water on the Moon or Mars.

“Inthe search for extra-terrestrial life, this
is the biggest finding, no doubt. Of course,
this cannot be taken to mean that there is in-
deed life on Venus, or anywhere else, but if
you are a scientist looking for life-forms on
other planets, I think this is your first real
breakthrough,” said Dibyendu Nandi of IISER,
Kolkata.

This is how Professor Sara Seager of the
Department of Physics at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, who is one of the au-
thors of the study, also described the finding.
She said the detection of phosphine had
raised Venus “higher up on the ladder of in-
teresting targets” where the possible pres-
ence of life-forms can be explored.

But Venus cannot support life, canit?

There are several things that we know of
about Venus that make life, as we know it,
unsustainable on that planet. The tempera-
ture of Venus is too high, and its atmosphere
is highly acidic, just two of the things that
would make life impossible.

But Somak Raychaudhuri, director of

Pune-based Inter-University Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics, suggested that
this phosphine could be remnants from a
time when Venus was a much more hos-
pitable place.

“Look, this finding opens up many inter-
esting possibilities. We don’t know how long
phosphine molecules survive. Also, we know
that Venus has not always been as inhos-
pitable as it seems now. So, one of the possibil-
ities, if we would like to explore the question
of presence of life on Venus, could be whether
this phosphine is actually something remain-
ing from a time when the planet did support
life-forms. These are open questions right
now. All these will be explored. What we have
got now is just a foothold in the door. We can
now probe with greater enthusiasm," he said.

“I would personally not classify this dis-
covery in the same league as the discovery
of the first planet, or the recent confirmation
of the gravitational waves, for example, but
italso certainly not as insipid as some signal
of water molecule being found on some
planet. In fact, in that way it is bigger than ev-
idence for water. Water is only circumstan-
tially related to life. It is not produced by life.
Phosphine is produced by biological
processes. So this s significant no doubt, and
nothing like this has been discovered till

Artist impressions of Venus following
the confirmation of phosphine in the
atmosphere. On the left,a
representation of phosphine
molecules in the inset. Above, two
superimposed spectra from ALMA
(white) spectrum and James Clerk
Maxwell Telescope (grey); dipsin each
one indicates presence of phosphine.
ALMA, JCMT, ESO, NASA/JPL/Caltech via ESO

now,” he said.

Varun Bhalerao of IIT Bombay said it was
too early to consider this as evidence for extra-
terrestrial life. “If you look at the paper they have
published, the scientists themselves say some-
thing like, look we have found phosphine, but
we don’t know whether it means life. It is very
interesting, and extra-terrestrial life is certainly
plausible, but based on this finding, I don’t think
Iwould hold my breath for microbes on Venus,
justyet. Plenty of weird molecules have earlier
been found in weird places in space, where they
were not expected,” he said.

What can this mean for Venus missions?

The finding can further ignite interest in
space missions to Venus. Missions to Venus
are not new. Spacecraft have been going near
the planet since the 1960s, and some of them
have even made alanding. In fact, the Indian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is also
planning a mission to Venus, tentatively
called Shukrayaan, in the near future. As of
now, the plan s still on the drawing board.

All future missions to Venus would now
be attuned to investigating further evidence
of the presence of life.

WHAT’S NEW ON VENUS?
NEWS REPORT, PAGE 15

How far can singing/talking spread Covid?

KABIR FIRAQUE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE ACT of singing emits particles into the
air, and the novel coronavirus spreads
through particles. So, what s the risk of Covid-
19 spreading when a person sings — or talks?
Two studies have examined the amount of
particles emitted when singing and talking.

The broad findings

One paper, from Lund University in
Sweden and published in Aerosol Research and
Technology, found that:

M The louder you sing, the more particles
you spread

M Consonants — particularly P, B,R, T —
are bigger aerosol spreaders than vowels

The other paper, from the University of
Bristol and awaiting peer review, found that:

B Singing does not produce very sub-
stantially more respiratory particles than
speaking, when both are at a similar volume.

Vowels & consonants
The Swedish researchers measured par-

ticles emitted by 12 healthy singers and two
people with confirmed Covid-19; 7 of the 14
were professional opera singers.

In a chamber with particle-free air, they
sang a short Swedish song, Bibbis pippi Petter,
repeated it 12 times in two minutes at constant
pitch, then repeated it again with the conso-
nants removed, leaving only the vowels.

“In our work we investigated a number
of different aspects of singing: singing com-
pared to talking, singing loud compared to
normal singing, singing with face mask and
singing consonants compared to vowels...
We did not systematically compare all the
different consonants, but noted that P, B, R
and Tgenerated a high numbers of droplets,”
Jakob Londahl, Associate Professor of Aerosol
Technology at Lund University, said by email.

Size matters

Consonants release very large droplets —
and B and P stand out as the biggest aerosol
spreaders. At the same time, larger droplets
fall to the ground earlier, and so have a
shorter lifespan than smaller droplets. Is that
a contradiction?

“I'think this is still a topic of considerable

scientific uncertainty,” Londahl explained.
“The main reasons for supposing a larger
transmission of disease from the big droplets
is that they can contain more virus than
smaller aerosol particles, and that disease
transmission usually occur at rather close
contact and less over longer distances (how-
ever the reason for this could also be the di-
lution over longer distances).”

Absence of virus

As the two people with Covid-19 sang, the
team measured the virus in the air close to
them. The air samples contained no detectable
amount of virus. “But the viral load can vary
indifferent parts of the airways and between
different people. Accordingly, aerosols froma
person with Covid-19 may still entail a risk of
infection when singing,” doctoral student
Malin Alsved said in a statement.

Singing ‘Happy Birthday’

Inthe University of Bristol study, 25 profes-
sional performers were made to talk, and sing
Happy Birthday in the “zero aerosol back-
ground” of an operating theatre.(Some reports
have said it was the Lund University study that

found singing Happy Birthday could spread the
virus because of the consonants B and P, but
Londahl told The Indian Express that Happy
Birthday was not sung in his team’s study.)
The University of Bristol researchers
found is a rise in aerosol mass with increase
in the loudness of the singing and speaking,
rising by a factor of 20-30. However, singing
does not produce very substantially more
aerosol than speaking at a similar volume.
There were no significant differences in
aerosol production between genders, or
among different genres (choral, musical the-
atre, opera, choral, jazz, gospel, rock and pop).

Should performers sing?

The Lund University researchers sug-
gested singing need not be silenced. A song
can be sung with social distancing, good hy-
giene and good ventilation; masks can also
make a difference.

The University of Bristol researchers noted
that when the audience is large, singers may
not be responsible for the greatest produc-
tion of aerosol. Ways to ensure adequate ven-
tilation may be more important than restrict-
ing a specific activity, they suggested.

How UAE, with virtually no sportspersons, became a global sports hub

SHAHID JUDGE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 14

LAST DECEMBER, at the World Travel
Awards, Abu Dhabi was adjudged the
World’s Leading Sports Tourism
Destination. On September 19, the Sheikh
Zayed Cricket Stadium in Abu Dhabi will
host the inaugural match of this year’s IPL,
taking place entirely in the UAE for the first
time. And if India fails to bring the pandemic
under control, chances are that the 2021
edition, expected from March, too will be
played in the Middle East. This fits into a
trend of major global sporting events choos-
ing the Middle East nation as the venue.

But just as prominent as the UAE’s ex-
pertise in hosting events is the glaring ab-
sence of an Emirati sportsperson of world-
beating calibre. While the country has won
an Olympic gold in 2004 and a bronze in
2016, an Emirati competing at the highest
level of a sport has been ararity — especially
at events the country hosts.

Part of the reason is that of the 9.89 mil-

lion population in 2020 (World Bank),
88.52% are expatriates (Source: Global
Media Insight).

“We are a very fresh and young country
(UAE gained independence from the UK in
1971).Since we comprise a lot of expats, we
have produced a lot of key players who are
expatriates,” said Harmeek Singh, strategic
director of the UAE Athletics Federation.
“But then again, now we are looking for-
ward to expatriates getting that kind of rep-
resentation from UAE. We are one commu-
nity over here, expats and locals, because
we all value UAE as one country.”

What makes the UAE such a major
sporting hub? “The infrastructure that we
have here is state-of-the-art, something
that makes the developed countries want
tolook at us. UAE, and Dubai especially, has
always been known for being the leaders,
rather than following, so we bring the
biggest and the best,” said Singh, who was
the first expatriate to represent the UAE.

“Anything that we talk about, we were
probably ahead of the game. We started
working on training equipment and facili-
ties to be provided according to interna-

Jasprit Bumrah and Rohit Sharmain
training in Abu Dhabi. Mumbai Indians

tional standards,” Singh said.

The gulf, sport by sport

CRICKET: In 1998, Sharjah held a tri-na-
tion series among Australia, New Zealand
and India, an event famously called ‘Desert
Storm’ because of Sachin Tendulkar's back-
to-back centuries.

The UAE is considered the ‘home’ venue

for Pakistan’s cricket teams, especially dur-
ing the international ban on Pakistan host-
ing matches. The International Cricket
Council has its headquarters in Dubai.

The UAE national team, an associate na-
tion, has qualified for two ODI World Cups
-in 1996 and 2015, and have won just one
(against the Netherlands, 1996) of their 11
matches. They also made it to the qualifica-
tion round for the 2014 T20 World Cup.

FOOTBALL: The UAE men’s team is
ranked 71 in the world and eighth in Asia.
The country hosted the U-20 Men’s World
Cupin 2003, the Asian Cupin 1996 and 2019
(finishing as runner-up and fourth respec-
tively), and has hosted the FIFA Club World
Cup for four years (2009-10 and 2017-18).

The Manchester City team is owned by
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, a
member of of the Abu Dhabi Royal Family.
The team, as well as Bayern Munich,
Manchester United, Arsenal, and Liverpool
have held camps in the UAE.

TENNIS: Dubai hosts one of the richest
tour events each in the WTA and ATP cal-
endars. The WTA Premier event in 2020 had
a total prize money of $2,643,670; the ATP

500 event the following week had
$2,950,420 on offer. Both events have at-
tracted top players from their inaugural edi-
tions (2001 for WTA and 1993 for ATP) such
as Martina Hingis, Venus Williams, Andy
Roddick, and the Big 3 - Roger Federer,
Rafael Nadal, Novak Djokovic.

The UAE has also been a prominent resi-
dence for players — mainly due toits tax ben-
efitsand facilities. Borna Coric(former world
No. 12), Karen Khachanov (current No. 16)
and Lucas Pouille (former No. 10) live in Dubai
according to their ATP profiles, and Federer
too had reportedly bought an apartment.

The UAE’s highest ranked tennis player
ever is Omar Alawadhi (career high 805),
who last played in competition in 2018.

TABLE TENNIS: Dubai was the official
sponsor of the Chinese national team from
2013 to 2017. The city also hosted the World
Team Cup in 2010 and 2015. The country’s
highest ranked player, at 404, is Salah
Albalushi. There are nowomen playersin the
ITTF rankings.

BADMINTON: Dubai hosted the Super
Series Finals (year-end finale) from 2014 to
2017, but has not produced a prominent

New Delhi

badminton player yet.

FORMULA ONE: The Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix has been a permanent fixture on the F1
calendar since its inaugural race in 2009. The
UAE, however, is yet to produce a driver who
competes at the pinnacle of motorsport.

RUGBY: The Dubai Rugby Sevens is a
prominent event in the World Rugby Sevens
Series - for both men and women. The men'’s
event first started in 1970 and, according to
the Dubai Rugby Sevens website, “is the
longest running sports event in the Middle
East.” All events have taken place at the spe-
cially built Sevens Stadium since 2008.

In comparison, the national federation
was formed only in 2009, and affiliated to
World Rugby in2012. UAE has competedina
World Series event justonce,athomein2011.

GOLF: The UAE hosts the PGA European
Tour events Dubai Desert Classic and DP
World Tour Championships, the latter be-
ing the finale of the Race to Dubai. The coun-
try, however, has just four golfers in the cur-
rent world rankings - Ahmed Al Musharekh
(the only professional in the list) and ama-
teurs Ahmed Skaik, Saif Thabet and Abdulla
Al Qubaisi. All of them are ranked last, tied.
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Paul Rusesabaginain
court in Kigali. AP

AFRICA
Hotel Rwanda
hero charged

with terrorism

A RWANDAN court on
Monday charged Paul
Rusesabagina, whose story
inspired the film Hotel
Rwanda, with terrorism,
complicity in murder, and
forming an armed group.
Rusesabagina declined to
respond to all 13 charges,
saying some did not qual-
ify as criminal offences and
thathe denied the accusa-
tions when he was ques-
tioned by Rwandaninves-
tigators. Rusesabagina, 66,
asked to be released on
bail, citing poor health that
has caused him tobe taken
to hospital three times
while he has been held in
Rwanda. Credited with
saving more than 1,000
lives during Rwanda’s
1994 genocide, he ap-
peared in handcuffs in
Kagarama Court in Kigali
for a pre-trial hearing.

MYANMAR
UNrights chief:
Recentattacks

may be war crimes

THEUN human rights chief
said on Monday that three
years after a Rohingya exo-
dus “no concrete meas-
ures” onaccountability had
been taken by authorities
and said some cases of re-
cent civilian casualties in
Myanmar may represent
war crimes. “Insome cases,
they appear to have been
targeted or attacked indis-
criminately, which may
constitute further war
crimes or even crimes
against humanity,” UN
High Commissioner for
Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet told the Human
Rights Council in Geneva,
speaking of casualties in
Rakhine and Chin States.

SOUTH KOREA
‘Comfort women’
activist charged

with fraud

SOUTH KOREAN prosecu-
tors on Monday indicted
the former leader of an ad-
vocacy group for victims of
Japanese wartime sexual
exploitation,alsoknownas
“comfort women”, on
charges of fraud. Yoon Mee-
hyang resigned as head of
the Korean Council for
Justice and Remembrance
for the Issues of Military
Sexual Slavery by Japan, this
year to launch a successful
bid for a seat in Parliament.
Since then, she has been
dogged by allegations that
she used subsidies for her
own benefit, rather than to
help the comfort women.

SINGAPORE

POCKET-S1ZED DEVICE TO TRACE COVID

Singapore began handing out pocket-sized contact-tracing devices to residents on Monday:
The box-shaped tokens use Bluetooth signals to record nearby devices and store encrypted
data of a user’s close contacts. If users test positive for Covid, the devices have to be handed
over to authorities to extract the data on other people they have exposed to the virus.

Astronomers find potential signs
of alien life on inhospitable Venus

Scientists say source of the phosphine found in planet’s atmosphere is very likely to be something alive

SHANNON STIRONE,
KENNETHCHANG
&DENNISOVERBYE
SEPTEMBER 14

HIGH IN the toxic atmosphere of
the planet Venus, astronomers
on Earth have discovered signs
of what might be life.

If the discovery is confirmed
by additional telescope observa-
tions and future space missions,
it could turn the gaze of scien-
tists toward one of the brightest
objects in the night sky. Venus,
named after the Roman goddess
of beauty, roasts at temperatures
of hundreds of degrees and is
cloaked by clouds that contain
droplets of corrosive sulfuric
acid. Few have focused on the
rocky planet as a habitat for
something living.

Instead, for decades, scien-
tists have sought signs of life
elsewhere, usually peering out-
ward to Mars and more recently
at Europa, Enceladus and other
icy moons of the giant planets.

The astronomers, who re-
ported the finding Monday in a
pair of papers, have not collected
specimens of Venusian mi-
crobes, nor have they snapped
any pictures of them. But with

Temperatures in Venus can go up to hundreds of degrees
and the planet is cloaked by clouds that contain droplets of
corrosive sulfuric acid. Few have focused on the rocky planet
as a habitat for something living. NASA/JPL-Caltech via Reuters

powerful telescopes, they have
detected a chemical — phos-
phine — in the thick Venus at-
mosphere. After much analysis,
the scientists assert that some-
thing now alive is the only expla-
nation for the chemical’s source.

Some researchers question
this hypothesis, and they suggest
instead that the gas could result
fromunexplained atmosphericor

Belarus leader seeks
Putin help as crackdown
fails to dispel protests

VLADIMIR SOLDATKIN
MOSCOW, SEPTEMBER 14

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putinbestowed a$1.5 billionloan
on BelarusonMonday ina gesture
of support forits leader Alexander
Lukashenko, who flew to entreat
his patron for help as demonstra-
tions showed no sign of abating.

Aday after more than 100,000
protesters demonstrated in
Minsk for the fifth straight week-
end to demand his resignation
following an election they say
wasrigged, Lukashenko, who has
led Russia’s closest ally for 26
years, met Putin in the Black Sea
resort of Sochi.

“First of all, I want to thank
you... personally thank you and
all Russians, all those, and I will
not list them, who were involved
in supporting us during this
post-election time,” Lukashenko

Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko
arrives in Sochi, Russia, for
talks with Putin. AP

said after the talks.

The Russian leader also sig-
nalled support for Lukashenkoin
other ways and said defence co-
operation would continue.

Despite an aggressive crack-
down from his security forces,
Lukashenko has failed to reclaim
the streets from demonstrators,
who taunted him on Sunday with
chantsof “You'rearat”.REUTERS

Germany: French, Swedish
labs confirm Navalny was
poisoned with Novichok

Berlin: Laboratories in Sweden
and France have independently
confirmed that Kremlin critic
Alexei Navalny was poisoned
with the Soviet-style nerve agent
Novichok, the German govern-
ment said on Monday.
Government spokesperson
Steffen Seibert also said samples
taken from the opposition politi-
cian, who is currently being
treated in Berlin, had also been
sent to the Organisation for the
Prevention of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW)in The Hague

for tests in their labs.

Army doctors at Berlin’s
Charite hospital, to which
Navalny was evacuated after
taking ill on a flight over Siberia
last month, were the first to say
he had been poisoned with
Novichok. Navalny awoke from
acoma last week.

Russia says it has seen no evi-
dence that Navalny was poisoned.

“We renew our call for Russia
to explain these events,” the
German government spokesper-
son said on Monday. REUTERS

geologic processes ona planet that
remains mysterious. But the find-
ingwill also encourage some plan-
etary scientists toask whether hu-
manity has overlooked a planet
that may have once been more
Earth-like thanany otherworld in
our solar system.

“This is an astonishing and
‘out of the blue’ finding,” said
Sara Seager, a planetary scientist

atthe Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and an author of the
papers (one published in Nature
Astronomy and another submit-
ted to the journal Astrobiology).
“It will definitely fuel more re-
search into the possibilities for
life in Venus’ atmosphere.”

“We know that it is an ex-
traordinary discovery,” said Clara
Sousa-Silva, a molecular astro-
physicist at Harvard University
whose research has focused on
phosphine and is another of the
authors. “We may not know just
how extraordinary without go-
ing back to Venus.”

Often called Earth’s twin,
Venus is roughly the same mass
as Earth. Many scientists think
that Venus was once covered in
water and possessed an atmos-
phere where life as we know it
could have flourished.

In earlier days of the solar
system, Earth was not so hos-
pitable to the likes of us. There
was life here then, even an entire
biosphere that did not survive in
the oxygen-rich environment
that later developed. And much
as Earth over time became a
home for jellyfish, ferns, di-
nosaurs and Homo sapiens,
Venus was transformed by
something into a hell.

Today, the second planet
from the sun has an atmosphere
stifled by carbon dioxide gas and
surface temperatures that aver-
age more than 400 degrees
Celsius. The dense atmosphere
of Venus exerts a pressure of
more than 1,300 pounds per
square inch on anything at the
surface. That is more than 90
times the 14.7 pounds per
square inch at sealevel on Earth,
or the equivalent to being 3,000
feet underwater in the ocean.

Itis hardly a place that makes
visiting or research easy, al-
though that doesn’t mean peo-
ple haven’t tried. Space pro-
grammes have tried dozens of
robotic missions to Venus, many
of them in the Soviet Union’s
Venera series. But the planet eats
metal, within minutes melting
down and crushing spacecraft
that have landed there. Of all
those attempts, only two man-
aged to directly capture images
of the planet’s surface.

Whereas frigid Mars is cur-
rently ringed by orbiters and
prowled by NASA rovers, Venus
is being studied by only one
probe, the lonely Japanese
spacecraft Akatsuki. Future mis-
sions to the planet are still mere
concepts. NYT

(From left) Japan’s former foreign minister Fumio Kishida, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga and former defence minister Shigeru Ishiba after Suga was
elected as new head of the Liberal Democratic Party on Monday. AP

Suga wins ruling party leadership
race, set to become Japan’s PM

LINDASIEG & LEIKAKIHARA
TOKYO, SEPTEMBER 14

JAPANESE CHIEF Cabinet
Secretary Yoshihide Suga, aloyal
aide to outgoing prime minister
Shinzo Abe, won a landslide vic-
tory in a ruling party leadership
election on Monday, paving the
way for Japan'’s first change of
leader in nearly eight years.
Suga, 71, who has promised
to continue Abe’s key policies,
said his big win would give him
the backing to pursue his reform
goals — including deregulation
and breaking down bureaucratic
silos — and that containing the
coronavirus and reviving the
economy were conditions for
calling a snap general election.
“As I got big support in num-
bers today, the environment in
which I can pursue my policy
agenda in a stable manner has

Party banking on continuity

SUGA HAS beenaaloyal
aide to Abe, and has
promised to continue
with his economic and
foreign policies when he
takes charge. The ruling Liberal
Democratic Party is keen on
this continuity and stability ina
country that had seen a six PMs
insix years before Abe’s eight-
year stint. The party, by invok-
ing an emergency provision to

EXPLAINED

limit the vote for the
leadership to just MPs
and provincial party
@ leaders, paved the way
for Suga to defeat
Shigeru Ishiba — a longtime
Abe critic. Ishiba was thought
to be more popular with the
party’s rank-and-file members,
who would have been part of
the voting if the emergency
provision was not invoked.

beensecured,” Suga told reporters.

Sugawon 377 votesout of 534
votes cast,and 535 possible votes,
in the leadership election by the
Liberal Democratic Party MPs and
representatives of its 47 local
chapters. Rival Shigeru Ishiba, a
former defence minister, won 68

votes and ex-foreign minister
Fumio Kishida got 89.

Suga is virtually certain to be
elected PMiina parliamentary vote
Wednesday because of LDP's ma-
jority in the House. He will serve
out Abe’s term as party leader
through Sept 2021. REUTERS

As Trump visits
fire-hit California,
climate becomes an
election focal point

Biden to highlight climate crisis in speech

JEFFMASON &
TREVORHUNNICUTT
LASVEGAS, WILMINGTON,
SEPTEMBER 14

&%

USPRESIDENT Donald Trump will
travel to California on Monday to
be briefed about its devastating
wildfires while Democratic rival
Joe Biden plans a speech on the
matter from Delaware, bringing
climate change to the forefront of
the presidential campaign.
Trump, a Republican who
pulled the United States out of the
Paris accord on global warming
because he found it too costly, has
expressed his view that poor for-
est management is partly to
blame for the fires that are raging
around the West Coast.
Democrats have emphasized
that climate change has played
arole, and Biden is expected to
emphasize that in his remarks.
Trump will travel to
McClellan Park, California to
meet with local and federal offi-
cials for a briefing about the fires.
“The president continues to
support those who are battling
raging wildfires in a locally-exe-
cuted, state-managed, and feder-
ally-supported emergency re-
sponse,” White House spokesman
Judd Deere said on Saturday.
Biden has included climate
change in his list of major crises
facing the United States, along
with the coronavirus pandemic
that has killed more than
194,000 and pushed the coun-
try into an economic recession.

RACE FOR
THE WHITE
HOUSE

US ambassador to
China to step
down next month

Beijing: The USambassador to
China, Terry Branstad, will
step down early next month,
ending a three-year tenure
marked by a trade war and
bitter relations between the
world’s largest economies.
AUS official said Branstad
was stepping down to work
onPresident Donald Trump’s
re-election campaign. The for-
mer lowa governor has been
credited with helping Trump
win the state in 2016. AP

“Vice President Biden will dis-
cuss the threat that extreme
weatherevents pose to Americans
everywhere, how they are both
caused by and underscore the ur-
gent need totackle the climate cri-
sis, and why we need to create
good-paying, union jobs to build
more resilient infrastructure,” his
campaign said. REUTERS

Trump claims Modi praised
him on coronavirus testing

LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 14

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
has claimed that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi praised him for
doing a great job in coronavirus
testing, as he continued to criti-
cise his Democratic opponent,
former vice president Joe Biden,
for what he said was the disas-
trous handling of swine flu dur-
ing the previous administration.
“By far, we've tested more
people than India, than many,
many big countries put together.
India is second (in coronavirus
testing after the US). We're 44
million tests ahead of India. They
have 1.5 billion people. And
Prime Minister Modi calls me
and says, what a job you've done
with testing,” Trump said at an
election rally in Reno, Nevada.
Trump is currently making a
swing of some of the key states
in the West Coast and has been
spending a considerable amount

of time in Nevada. The President
said that Modi's comment on
testing being done by the US
needed to be explained to the
media, which has criticised him
over his handling of the Covid-
19 pandemic.

“I said, explain that to these
dishonest people... Biden'’s
record demonstrates that if he
had been in charge when the
China virus arrived, hundreds of
thousands more Americans
would have died. As vice presi-
dent, he presided over the worst
and the weakest and the slowest
economic recovery, since the
great depression,” Trump said.

“No state was hit harder by
Biden's failure than Nevada. This
isnot the guy you want,” he said.

Trump said he had spent the
last four years bringing jobs back
to America, securing borders, re-
building the military and stand-
ing up to China. “Nobody had
ever stood up to China like we
have stood up to China and you
haven’t seen the last of it.” PTI

Oracle to acquire TikTok in US

New York: Microsoft lost a bid to
acquire TikTok in the US after
the Chinese owner of the video-
sharing platform chose Oracle
to be its technology partner for
its American operations, ahead
of the September 20 deadline
set by Donald Trump, after
which the app will be banned in
the US if it isn’t sold to an
American company.

THE WIDESPREAD BUT ILLEGAL CAMPAIGN HAS BECOME AN EFFECTIVE — AND UBIQUITOUS — TOOL TO RAISE AWARENESS

Feminists paper Paris with stark posters decrying domestic abuse

CONSTANTMEHEUT
PARIS, SEPTEMBER 14

ON Arecent mild night, a squad
of four young women wan-
dered through a peaceful
neighborhood in eastern Paris,
armed with a bucket of glue, a
paintbrush and backpacks
loaded with posters.

Theywere looking for surfaces
to paper with a stark message.

“There, it'snotbad, isit?” said
Astrid Tenon, wearing all black,
as she pointed to a 20-foot-long
wall, just east of the Marais
neighbourhood. Her comrade in
arms, Chloé Madesta, holding a
bucket, nodded.

Awell-choreographed opera-
tion immediately started: First, a
woman brushed some glue over
the wall, then a second woman
pasted up page after page, while
a third patted each piece down
with another layer of glue.

After less than seven min-
utes, the wall bore the words:
“You said you loved me, but it
was still rape.”

For about a year, posters de-
nouncing sexual abuse and femi-
cides — killing women because
of their gender — have popped
up by the hundreds in Paris, de-
spite the fact that posting on
public walls is considered van-
dalism and is illegal.

The posters are the work of

feminist activists who, critical of
the French government’s re-
sponse to the growing problem
of domestic violence, have taken
to the streets with a large-scale
poster campaign aimed at rais-
ing awareness of violent crimes
carried out against women by
their current or former partners.

“Our goal is to bring these
facts before the eyes, so that one
cannot look away,” Madesta said.
“Because this violence always re-
mains in the shadows.”

Chilling slogans reading “Dad
killed Mom” or “She leaves him,
he kills her” have been pasted on
the sandstone facadesin the city’s
centre. A “Silence is not consent”
statement stands on a canal
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awallin Paris. NYT

bridge in northern Paris. Longer
messages recounting the death of
women at the hand of their part-
ners have spread out along tun-
nels near the outskirts of the city.

The posters have gradually
become a fixture of the capital’s
landscape, so common that
many Parisians have walked past
at least several of them.

The women want the mes-
sages “to burst into the daily, the
ordinary life,” Madesta said. “That
iswhere this violence takes place.”

The messages have also be-
come an unlikely battleground
over who owns the streets.
Posters are regularly torn off or
splattered with paint by passers-
by, but the activists fix the dam-

New Delhi

age, restoring the words.

The posters draw much of
their strength from a bold
graphicidentity of black, capital
letters painted onto white sheets
of paper: simple, sober and in-
stantly recognisable.

“With this style, we are look-
ing for the crude side of the mes-
sage, the literality,” Madesta said.
“There is no metaphor in what
we paste, there is no poetry.”

The postering technique is
simple and inexpensive, helping
explain why the messages have
sprung seemingly everywhere,
so quickly.

The campaign is the work of
a new feminist group, “Les
Colleuses,” or “the Gluers,” be-

Microsoft said in a statement
on Sunday that TikTok owner
ByteDance informed it that “they
would not be selling TikTok’s US
operations to Microsoft”.

The Wall Street Journal said in
areport that Oracle was set to be
announced as TikTok’s “trusted
tech partner” in the US, and that
the deal was likely not to be struc-
tured as an outright sale. PTI

gun by Marguerite Stern, who, in
the summer of 2019, put out a
call on social networks. Dozens
of women responded. Now
some 1,500 activists have joined
the postering operations.

“I think it has something to
do with Paris,” Stern said of the
strong response to her initial call.
“It’s a city where there are a lot
of young women, students, a
large activist network.”

The activists say papering
walls not only enables them to
publicly expose areality, domes-
tic violence, that is often rele-
gated to the private sphere, but
also allows them to reclaim a
space — the street — where many
women feel vulnerable. NYT
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TOTAL DEPOSITS BY NON-RESIDENT INDIANS AT $135.36 BN AS OF JULY 2020

NRIs bringin more dollars during lockdown,
amid layoffs, falling interest rates world over

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 14

NON-RESIDENT  INDIANS
(NRIs) brought to India a higher
amount of $4.6 billion to India
between April and July this year
when most of the countries
faced stringent lockdowns
across the world. This is 50 per
cent more than what NRIs had
brought to India during the
same period of last year, i.e.
$3.05 billion.

With this inflow, total NRI
deposits touched $135.36 bil-
lion as of July 2020, up from
$130.58 billion in March 2020,
$133.12 billion in 2019 and
$124.44billion in 2018, accord-
ing to the latest Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) data.

A bulk of this amount has
come from Gulf countries, the
US and Euro zone where NRIs
are in large numbers. After

NRIDEPOSITS (us dollar million)

FCNR(B) 805
NREE)RA| 1496
NRO 752
TOTAL 3,054

*As on July 31,2020

SCHEME | Apr-July 2019 | Apr-July 2020 | Outstanding*

-1,622 22,622
5,557 96,083
673 16,664
4,608 135,369

lockdown was imposed in
April, layoffs and salary cuts
happened in many Gulf coun-
tries and interest rates declined
further in most countries
which could have an effect on
higher inflows, said a banking
source.

As much as $96.08 billion of
NRI deposits is in NR(E) RA, or
non-resident external rupee
account, while FCNR (B) (for-
eign currency non-resident
bank account) attracted $22.62

billion till July this year, RBI data
shows. Funds in both the ac-
counts can be repatriated.
During April-July 2020, NRIs
withdrew $1.62 billion from the
FCNR (B) account but deposited
$5.55 billion in NR(E) RA ac-
counts.

A major factor that attracts
NRIs to NR(E) RA deposits is
that savings, current and term
deposits are allowed through
this facility while FCNR allows
only term deposits.

‘Promoter share pledging
hits 3-year high in August’

Pledging of shares by promoters in NSE-listed firms reached
1.86% of the total market capitalisation in August, making it
the highest in 3 years, a primeinfobase.com report said

1.88% of total market cap:
Share pledging by promoters
of companies listed on
National Stock Exchange
(NSE)in April2017

2 Companies in which 100

per cent of the
promoter’s stake was under
pledge as on August

Source: Prime Database Group/PTI

5 60/ RISE IN VALUE

O oF sHARES
PLEDGED BY PROMOTERS
OF THE NSE-LISTED FIRMS,
FROM ¥1.78 LAKH CRORE IN
JULY TO #2.77 LAKH CRORE
IN AUGUST

8'| Firms in which more than
90 per cent of the
promoter’s stake was pledged

463: Number of companies
among the 1,656 main-board
firms listed on NSE in which
shares were pledged as on
August 2020, as against 461
companies as on July 2020

Retail inflation at 6.69% in Aug,
still above RBI’s tolerance band

ENS ECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

RETAIL INFLATION eased only
marginally to 6.69 per cent year-
on- year in August, against a re-
vised 6.73 per centin July, aslock-
down-related supply disruptions
outweighed any purported
Covid-induced demand com-

—— BRIEFLY —

RBI circularto
banksonasset
classification

New Delhi: Concerned over
manual identification of bad
loans by some banks, the
Reserve Bank of India on
Monday asked banks to in-
troduce automated [T-based
system for asset classifica-
tionand provisioning.

TCS market
valuationgoes
past¥9lakhcr

New Delhi: Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) on Monday
became the second Indian
firm toattainamarket valu-
ation of over Rs 9 lakh crore
after Reliance Industries.

Indiabulls
Housing mops
up¥1,203crore

New Delhi: Indiabulls Hous-
ing Finance on Monday said
it has raised about Rs 1,205
crore over the last few days
throughits qualified institu-
tional placement (QIP) and
partial stake sale in UK-
based OakNorth Bank Ltd.

FBIndianames
Global Business
Group head

New Delhi: Facebook (FB)on
Monday said it has ap-
pointed former Ola execu-
tive Arun Srinivas as the
Director of Global Business
GroupinIndia. PTI

pressionin the economy. This has
dashed hopes for another round
of reporate cut in the next meet-
ing of the monetary policy com-
mittee (MPC), analysts said.
With this, retail inflation re-
mains above the MPC's tolerance
band of 4 (+/-2) per cent for eight
out of the past nine months, com-
plicating the central bank’s task
atatime when economic growth

issliding. Wholsale price inflation,
meanwhile, touched 0.16 per cent
in August, having entered the
positive territory for the first time
since March, as manufacturing
inflation hardened even though
price pressure in food eased.

As for retail inflation, the
headline print for April and May
was 7.22 per cent and 6.27 per
cent, respectively. FE

Besides, NRIs have put $16.6
billion in NRO (non-resident or-
dinary) accounts as of July
2020. However, repatriation is
not allowed in NRO accounts
unlike FCNR (B) and NR(E) RA
accounts.

The three NRI deposit sche-
mes in India offer high interest
rates as compared to rates in
the US or Europe where banks
offer virtually nil or close to 1
per cent rates. State Bank of
India offers 4.90 per cent for
NR(E) RA accounts for a tenure
of one to two years. For de-
posits between 3-5 years, it of-
fers 5.30 per cent.

NRIs are also making money
by borrowing in Gulf countries
and depositing it in India to
take advantage of the interest
rate arbitrage. “It's good to bor-
row there and deposit it here.
Rates are half of what Indian
banks charge. Borrowing cost
in Middle East is very low ...

UAE Central Bank cut the pol-
icy rate by 50 basis points to
1.50 per cent in March. Banks
offer around 1.50-1.60 per cent
on FDs in Dubai, whereas you
get at least three percentage
points more in India,” said a
banking source.

The situation is not different
in the US where depositors get
amaximum of 1.25 per cent on
one year FDs which is almost
close to the inflation level of 1.3
per cent in the country.

However, bankers said NRI
depositors need to be cautious
about the rupee depreciation as
their high returns on FDs (fixed
deposits) or debt paper in India
will evaporate when the rupee
declines sharply against the
dollar.

Resident Indians have been
getting a negative real return
(interest rate minus inflation
rate) on their FDs due to the rise
ininflation level.

International market data till 1900 IST

Nvidia to buy UK chipmaker Arm
Holdings from SoftBank for $40 bn

ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 14

US GRAPHICS chip maker Nvidia
said it plans to buy UK-based Arm
Holdingsinadeal worth up to $40
billion, in a move that would cre-
ateaglobal industry powerhouse.

Nvidia and Arm’s parent
company, Japanese technology
giant SoftBank, announced the
deal Sunday.

Nvidia is based in Santa
Clara, California, and is best
known for its graphics process-
ing chips. Arm’s chip designs
power the vast majority of the
world’s smartphones and the
company is renowned as an in-
novator in technology for con-
nected devices, known as the
Internet of Things.

Arm centers its business on
designing chips and licensing the
intellectual property, especially
in mobile computing, rather than
chip manufacturing, for which it
relies on partners.

Under the terms of the deal,
NVIDIA will pay SoftBank $21.5
billion in stock and $12 billionin

EXPLAINED

Gives the US
upper handintech
e Warwith China

makers and Al firms.

NVIDIA’S ACQUISITION of Arm Holdings essentially
translates into investment by the American chip maker in
the UK's artificial intelligence and internet of things space,
which is expected to be at the core of various key industries
like healthcare, manufacturing, logistics, etc. Inreturn,
Nvidia’s investment gives the US an upper-hand in its
ongoing tech-war with China given the criticality of Arm’s
blueprints for powering chipsets for Chinese smartphone

cash.

SoftBank could earn a further
$5 billion if Arm hits perform-
ance targets while Arm employ-
ees will get $1.5 billion worth of
Nvidia shares. SoftBank bought
Arm for about $32 billionin 2016
in an effort to cement the
Japanese company’s ambitions
in advancing how various de-
vices, including security cameras
and household appliances, con-
nect online and work together.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang
said the company plans to keep
Arm based at its headquartersin
Cambridge, England, where it
will build an artificial intelli-
gence research center and hire
more engineers. This isn’t about
consolidation, this isn’t about
cost savings,” Huang told re-
porters. Regulators in the UK,
China, the European Union and
the United States will need to ap-
prove the deal.

Non-personal data framework premature:

Startups, tech groups to govt committee

Not the right time to
regulate OTT's, should
wait and watch: Trai

AASHISHARYAN
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE IDEA of a non-personal data
governance framework and areg-
ulator for the same may be “pre-
mature and not entirely neces-
sary” in India as of now as the
country is yet to have a personal
data protection regime in place,
startups and tech policy bodies
have said in their submissions to
the nine-member non-personal
data governance committee.

“[ think its very early stage to
discuss about non-personal data.
This is the primary view that we
have. Because we have not settled
a law for personal data itself. We
want this to be settled now. In that
context, there should be some
more time before we indulge into
non-personal data,” Panduranga
Acharya, director legal at food de-
livery start-up Swiggy, said.

The committee headed by
Infosys  co-founder  Kris
Gopalakrishnan had sought pub-
lic comments on the draft non-
personal data governance frame-
workrules till September 13.

EPF members withdraw 339.4K cr during
Mar 25-Aug 31; highest from Maharashtra

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,SEPTEMBER 14

EMPLOYEES PROVIDENT fund
(EPF) members withdrew Rs
39,402.94 crore between March
25 and August 31 from their re-
tirement savings, Labour Minister
Santosh Gangwar said in a writ-
ten reply to the Lok Sabha. The
government had imposed the na-
tionwide lockdown on March 25,
to contain the spread of Covid-19.

Members of Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO)were also allowed relaxat-
ion in March regarding withdr-
awal of their funds to mitigate fi-
nancial difficulties posed by the
pandemic. The maximum amo-
unt of EPF withdrawals from
March 25 to August 31 were
recorded in Maharashtra at Rs
7,837.85 crore, followed by
KarnatakaatRs 5,743.96 crore and
Tamil Nadu (including
Puducherry)at Rs4,984.51 crore.

Total EPFwithdrawals in Delhi
during the period stood at Rs
2,940.97 crore, followed by
Telangana Rs 2,619 crore, and
Haryana Rs 2,220 crore. This data
pertains to total withdrawals for
various reasons, including on ac-
countof the new pandemic with-
drawal provision.

The government had, in
March, allowed millions of EPFO
subscribers to withdraw a portion
of their retirement savings amid
the Covid-19lockdown. As per the
relaxation provided to cope with
financial difficulties, EPFO sub-
scribers can withdraw 75 per cent
of their savings or up to a maxi-
mum of three months’ basic pay
and dearness allowance, which-
ever islower. Subscribers are cur-
rently allowed to withdraw their
PFs for house construction, mar-
riage and education of children,
illness and unemployment.

During April-August 2020, the
EPFO settled 94.41 lakh claims
worthRs 35,445 crore. The claims

Dream Sports raises $225 mn funding

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

DREAM SPORTS, which owns
Dream11, hasraised a fresh $225
million in funding that includes
both primary and secondary in-
vestments.

The round was led by Tiger
Global Management, TPG Tech
Adjacencies (TTAD),
ChrysCapital and Footpath
Ventures and the firm is now
understood to be valued at close
to $2.5 billion.

The bulk of the transaction
comprises secondary invest-
ments, sources said. “The in-
crease in the secondary compo-
nent appears to be due to

Tencent offloading shares
amidst the rising anti-China
narrative in India. Tencent had
reportedly invested $100 mil-
lion into the company in late
2018, and while it may not be
completely exiting, it appears to
be reducing its stake to single-
digit values,” Jayraj Patel, analyst
at paper.vc, said.

Dream11 turned a unicorn
hitting a valuation of over $1 bil-
lion after a secondary invest-
ment by Steadview Capital
worth $60 million in April last
year.

Dream Sports has 100 mil-
lion registered users across its
brands Dream11, FanCode and
DreamX, CEO & co-founder
Harsh Jain said in a statement. FE

were 32 per cent higher than that
in April-August 2019, while the
amountdisbursed rose by around
13 per cent. During April-August
2020, 55 per cent of the advance
claims settled were related to the
Covid-19 advance, while around
31 per cent of advances settled
during the period pertained toill-
ness claims. Almost 75 per cent of
Covid-19 advances and about 79
per cent of illness-related claims
were settled for EPF subscribers
earning less than Rs 15,000, the
government had earlier said.

The scheme allowing advance
withdrawal was notified on
March 27 and the online with-
drawal facility launched on March
29.The earlier withdrawal condi-
tions allowed subscribers to take
non-refundable advance or with-
draw money before retirement for
specified purposes. Also, sub-
scribers who have been unem-
ployed for more thana month can
withdraw up to 75 per cent of
their balance.

ICICI Bank gets
exemption from
paring stake

in insurance
arms for 3 yrs

New Delhi: ICICI Bank has said it
has got exemption from paring
stake in its life and non-life arms
to 30 per cent for three years.
Agovernment notification ex-
empted ICICI Bank from the pro-
visions of Section 19(2) of the
Banking Regulation Act, 1949 with
respect to shareholding above 30
per centin ICICI Lombard General
Insurance Company and ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance
Company Limited, for a period of
three years, the bank said. PTI

Panel headed by
Kris Gopalakrishnan
had sought public
comments on the
draft non-personal
data governance
framework rules

In its draft recommendations,
the committee had suggested that
non-personal data generated in
the country be allowed to be har-
nessed by various domestic com-
panies and entities. The commit-
tee had thenalso suggested setting
up of a new authority which
would be empowered to monitor
the use and mining of such non-
personal data.

Mandating startups and tech
companies to compulsorily share
the data they mine with other
companies may however, prove
counterproductive to the idea of
developing a data sharing ecosys-
tem, other experts said.

“The proposed mandatory
data access policies will likely de-

ter investment and innovation in
the Indian market, raising the costs
of acquiring such data in the first
place while also disincentivising
datacollection activities, resulting
inincreased costs for end-users
and reduced incentives for devel-
oping new technology,” software
alliance group BSA, which has
Amazon Web Services, Cicso,and
Microsoft among its members,
said inits submission.

The Krish Gopalakrishnan-
headed committee had initsdraft
classified classified non-personal
data into three main categories,
namely publicnon-personal data,
community non-personal data
and private non-personal data.

Depending on source of the
dataand whetheritis anonymised
inaway that no individual can be
re-identified from the dataset, the
three categories had been divided.
There will, however, have to be
more clarity on who owns these
kinds of data sets as the draft just
talks about the classifications and
hasnotdelved into the ownership
structures, Kazim Rizvi, founding
director of public policy research
group The Dialogue, said.

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE TELECOM Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) on
Monday said the over-the-top
(OTT) services should be left to
themselves for now and that the
‘market forces’ should be allowed
torespond withoutany regulatory
interventions. These appsand the
market development of OTT apps
should, however, be monitored
and “intervention as felt neces-
sary” could be doneatalater stage,
the regulator said.

In March 2016, the
Department of Telecomm-
unications asked Trai for its recom-
mendations on net neutrality, se-
curity and privacy,and aregulatory
framework for OTT services.

While Trai had already issued

Sebi multi-cap schemes directive:
Small-cap indices jump up to 5.2%

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 14

THE SECURITIES and Exchange
Board of India’s (Sebi’s) direc-
tive to mutual funds on invest-
ment limits in multi-cap
schemes resulted in wide-
spread buying in small-cap
stocks on Monday.

The BSE small-cap index
jumped by 4 per cent, even as
the Sensex declined by 98
points to 38,756.63 and the
Nifty50 shed 24 points to
11,440.05.

The BSE 250 small-cap in-
dex gained 5.26 per cent and
the mid-cap index increased
1.56 per cent. The NSE Nifty
small-cap 250 index shot up by
5.18 per cent.

In a circular issued on
Friday, the market regulator
specified that minimum invest-
ment in equity and equity re-

lated instruments of large, mid-
and small-cap companies
should be minimum 25 per
cent each of total assets.

Deepak Jasani, head of retail
Research, HDFC Securities, said
that the recent Sebi circular on
allocation by multi-cap
schemes spurred buying in
small- and mid-caps in antici-
pation of fund buying that
could emerge later to adhere to
the new regulation.

The mutual fund industry
exposure in mid- and small-cap
stocks is around 16.4 per cent
and around 6.25 per cent, re-
spectively. As a result, in order
to meet the minimum 25 per
cent location to mid and small-
caps, fund houses will have to
move an aggregate investment
of Rs 12,600 crore into mid-cap
stocks and move an aggregate
investment of Rs 27,000 crore
to small-caps. So, funds
amounting to Rs 40,000 crore

will move to mid and small-cap
companies. Though Sebi has
given the mutual fund industry
four months time to revise their
portfolios, industry insiders say
that the rebalancing of the
portfoliois likely to commence
from this week.

On Monday, the market
started on a strong note, thanks
to upbeat global cues and
favourable news related to
Covid-19 vaccine trials.
However, a sharp decline in the
banking and financials erased
all the gains and pushed the in-
dex lower as the day pro-
gressed.

“The broader markets out-
performed and ended in the
range of 1.5-4 per cent, in antic-
ipation of fund buying in mid-
cap and small-cap space after
the recent directives from Sebi
for multi-cap funds,” said Ajit
Mishra, VP—Research, Religare
Broking Ltd.

its recommendations on the net
neutrality, pricing, security and
other privacy parameters, it was
yet to issue its recommendations
on a regulatory framework for
OTTs.However, since the OTT mar-
ketisinaverynascent stage world-
wide, the domestic regulator, in
line with the suggestion of the
International Telecommunication
Union (ITU) decided against any
intervention for now.
“Imposition of any require-
ments to cater to get the details of
communication in an intelligible
formor cleartextwould eitherlead
tochangeinthe entire architecture
of such OTT services which might
not provide same level of protec-
tion as offered today or would re-
quire to introduce provisions
which may make the agents in-
volved in the communication vul-
nerable to unlawful actors,” it said.

India’s GDP to
shrink by 9%
in FY21: S&P

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

GLOBAL RATING agency
Standard and Poor’s (S&P) on
Monday revised down its fore-
cast of a contraction in India’s
real gross domestic product
(GDP)toarecord 9 per cent in fi-
nancial year 2020-21 from 5 per
cent announced earlier,
suggesting that the continued
escalation of the Covid-19 pan-
demicwill likely keep aleash on
both private spending and in-
vestment for a longer-than-ex-
pected period.

With this, S&P joins its peers
—Moody’s and Fitch—and other
established agencies in predict-
ingasharper slide in India’s GDP,
after the government an-
nounced a record 23.9 per cent
contraction, the steepestamong
the G-20 economiies, in the June
quarter. FE

Why is Happiest Minds Technologies
IPO making waves in the primary market?

GEORGE MATHEW
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 14

HAPPIEST MINDS Technologies,
which came out with an initial
public offering (IPO) recently, was
abigsuccessin the capital market,
leading tooversubscription of 151
times. Founded by 77-year-old IT
veteran Ashok Soota, the com-
pany has proved that the IPO mar-
ket is alive and kicking and good
IPOs will be welcomed by the in-
vesting public.

Howwasiits IPO received by

the investing public?

The IPO of Happiest Minds
Technologies, which closed on
September 9, was oversubscribed
151 times. It got bids for 3.51 bil-
lionshares versus the 23.3 million
on offer, ranking it among India’s
most successful first-time share
sales of this decade. The price
band for the offer was fixed at Rs
165-166 per equity share. Post IPO,
the promoter’s stake will come
down to 53 per cent from 62 per
cent.

Allinvestors are unlikely to get
the allotment due to huge over-
subscription. The quota for insti-
tutional investors was subscribed
over 77 times. For non-institu-
tional investors, 6.3 million shares
were allotted and were subscri-
bed over 351 times. In the case of
retail individual investors, 4.2 mil-
lion shares were allotted and were
oversubscribed almost 71 times.

Whatis the company doing?
Happiest Minds Technologies
isanIT services company founded

WillallinvestorsintheIPOget  in2011 by Ashok Soota. Positioned
allotment? as‘Born Digital, Born Agile’, it pro-
New Delhi

vides end-to-end solution in the
digital space. Its business is di-
vided into three categories: digi-
tal business service (DBS), prod-
uctengineering service (PES)and
infrastructure and management
security service (IMSS). As of June
2020, it had 148 active customers
with a global presence in nations
like the US, the UK, Australia,
Canadaand the Middle East. Inthe
quarter ended June 30, its total in-
come was Rs 1,869.9 million,
EBITDARs478.2 millionand itsre-
stated profit was Rs 501.8 million.
Fullreport on
www.indianexpress.com



17

CALENDAR

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
THEINDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY,SEPTEMBER 15,2020

CROSSWORD 4224

ACROSS DOWN
Metal machine operators in 1 Possibly amend given title
the States perhaps (5)
(7) 2 Magician to hoodwink

4 She makes two points about member of a panel
Western democracy (5) (8)

7  Privately owned pit? 3 Tohushanupsetbabyis
(4) rather mean

8 Thisartist draws pictures on (6)
his knees (8) 4 Sortof simple dietit's

10 For sleeping partners? dangerous to exceed
(64) (5,5)

12 Putdownawhisky (6) 5  Soaksupfood(4)

13 Minister is to eat about six 6 Importantindividual
(6) rendered powerless

15 I'msorry he doesn’t show 7)
regret (10) 9 Badspelling

18 Transport for nothing in (5,5)
Hamburg perhaps 11 Ashortverse on the Shannon
(8) river (8)

19 Verykeentomakea 12 Outof control blaze is of some
comeback as a singer magnitude (7)
(4) 14 Inflexible student of form?

20 The trouble with one hundred (6)
ismoral (5) 16 Aim toexercise (5)

21 Add more solids to kitchen 17 High-class sort of shop
stew (7) (4)

Solutions Crossword 4223: Across: 1 Seasickness, 9 Rations, 10 Usurp, 11 Goya, 12
Caboodle, 14 Darken, 16 Mirror, 18 Informer, 19 Mean, 22 Trace, 23 Inutile, 24 Index
finger. Down: 2 Entry, 3 Snow, 4 Casual, 5 Neurotic, 6 Sounder, 7 Drug addicts, 8
Appearances, 13 Reprieve, 15 Refrain, 17 Relief, 20 Exile, 21 Ruin.

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make proper words and move them to
the respective squares below. Select the letters in the shaded squares and jumble them to get
the answer for the given quip.

Thefirst timeleverread the___Ithought it was a poem about everything - Steven Wright
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BY PETER VIDAL

ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Inmany waysand in
many areas of your
life, youshow a
unique capacity to
turn circumstances to your
advantage. Yet, now, perhaps for
the first time, it seems that you
have temporarily lost control.
Ironically, this may be no bad
thing. Allow alittle chaos into
your life, and you'll be flooded
with fresh opportunities.
TAURUS (Apr21 -May 21)
Today’s lunar
alignment s designed
toboostyour
psychological immune
system, protecting you from
whatever fate may throw atyou. It
should even be enough to get you
through the week’s domestic
tension and family meetings. Your
romanticmood is scheduled fora
welcome shift later in the week, so
takeiteasy for now.
GEMINI(May 22 - June 21)
There is no question
that financial pressure
isintense, yet not all of
youare passing
througha cash crisis. Others are
stillbuoyed up by aninnate
optimism and determination to
succeed. It could be Friday before
confusion or chaos is cleared up
so, until then, you may want to
leave vital matters to the experts.
CANCER (June 22 - July 23)
Ifever there was a
time to use your
imagination, trust
your intuitionand
amaze everyone with your vision,
itis now, just as the planets are
completing an inspired ten-year
cycle.Don’'t worry about the
confusion which seems to be
coming into view, like some hazy
sea-mist. It brings its own
pleasantries and pleasures.
LEO (July 24 - Aug 23)
Passions run high, but
bearing in mind that
love and hate are two
sides of the same coin,
the question is - which way will
youjump? Itis impossible to
escape the fact that the wise will
take the path of love. Within two
weeks Venus, bringer of affection
and ruler of seduction, will be
safely in a fresh part of your chart.
VIRGO (Aug 24 - Sep 23)
Beready to change
the direction of your
life. At any rate, the
motivation to
implement a number of positive
improvements in your lifestyle is
now pressing. Social contacts
may strengthen your resolve, yet
you should keep your diary
relatively free and open to last-
minute arrangements.

LIBRA (Sep 24 - Oct 23)
Astroke of financial
good luck should
come as some
compensation for the
stress and strain of recent times.
Atleastyou can now see that your
professional ambitions are likely
towork out. Alegal or marital
matter moves to the top of your
agenda, so see to it that whatever
agreements are reached arein
your favour.
SCORPIO (Oct 24 - Nov23)
You can afford to be
confident now that
the Moon shifts the
balance firmly in your
favour. Plus, a superb relationship
between the Sun and your sign
ought to get matters moving and
enable you to exercise
considerably more influence over
your affairs thanin the recent
past. Do protect yourself against
accusations or excessive
demands from employers.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 24 - Dec 22)
Your spirit will be
lifted by certain key
developments.
Specifically, you may
be the fortunate recipient of a
financial windfall, possibly one
whose source is far from clear.
Secret, generous gestures will
workin your favour, and you'll
soon come torealise that giving
and taking work well together!
CAPRICORN (Dec23 - Jan 20)
There’s still no let-up
from dynamic
planetary aspects.
What can be said,
though, is that the key to success
or failure lies totally in your own
capacity to organise your
priorities and arrange your affairs.
If recent events have taught you
anything, itis that in the final
analysis, you are in control.
AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19)
Somuch hasbeen
concealed from you
over the past few
weeks that you may
have given up hope of ever
uncovering the answertoa
particular question. Concentrate
onwhatyou cando toimprove
working conditions and don’t let
pessimistic people put you off.
PISCES (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
When the Moon
forms spectacular
relationships with
other planets, asit
does with excitable Uranus,
Saturnand intense Pluto, you are
bound to benefit. You will begin
towonder why you ever lacked
confidence or doubted your
ability to succeed either socially
or professionally. The world lies at
your feet, Pisces.

ONGC Petro additions Limited
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WESTERN RAILWAY-AHMEDABAD DIVISION

HIRING OF VEHICLES & VARIOUS ENGINEERING WORKS
E-Tender Notice No.: 16 of 2020-2021 Dated 10.09.2020

%

Sr. Approximate
No. e-Tender No. Name of work NIT Cost EMD )
01| DRM-ADI- | Hiring of 03 Nos multi- utility

157-2020-21 | pick up (Double Cab) vehicle 32570470.45 | ¥51400.00

capacity-1 MT for SSE (P.Way) BG Sabarmati, SSE (P.way) Ahmedabad & SSE
(P.way) Himatnagar Unit under jurisdiction of ADEN-NW ADI for 2 Years.

02| DRM-ADI- | Hiring of multi- utility vehlcle| |
158-2020-21 | 03 No vehicles pick up % 2570470.45 | %51400.00

(Double Cab) capacity-1 MT for SSE (P.Way) USFD Unit under ADEN (NW)
Ahmedabad for 2 Years.

DRM-ADI- | Hiring of multi- utility vehicle
159-2020-21 | 02 No pick Up (Double Cab)

capacity-1 MT for SSE (P.Way) Kalol & (MG) Sabarmati Unit under ADEN (MG)
Sabarmati for 2 Years.

04| DRM-ADI- | Sabarmati-Kalol: Providing
160-2020-21 | track drain, repairs to road

surface, providing ballast retainer in Major and Minor bridges and cess repairs in
connection with Sabarmati-Kalol doubling work under jurisdiction of Sr.
DEN/South/Ahmedabad (left over work.).

05| DRM-ADI- | Sabarmati-Kalol: CTR, TTR,
161-2020-21 | deep screening in Khodiyar yard

and other ancillary in connection with with Sabarmati-Kalol doubling work under
jurisdiction of Sr. DEN/South/Ahmedabad (left over work.).

For above all tenders: Closing date & time of e-tender: Date 13.10.2020 at 15.00
Hrs., Office Address: Sr. Divisional Engineer (Cooridination) Ahmedabad, DRM
Office, Nr. Chamunda Bridge, Opp. New Swadeshi Mill, Naroda Road, Amdupura,
Ahmedabad-382345. Website for participating e-tender: www.ireps.gov.in 99

Like us on: [l facebook.com/WesternRly « Follow us on:E3 twitter.com/WesternRly

Narmada Water Resource Water Supply & Kalpsar Department

TENDER NOTICE No. 07 of 2020-21
Online Tender (E-Tendering System) is invited by the Executive Engineer
(Administration), Central Design Organization, Block No. 9/2, Dr. livraj
Mehta Bhavan, Gandhinagar - 382010, Phone No. 079-23253486 from
Agencies who are having similar experience. Detail of work is as under.

32008643.16 | ¥40200.00

3 27635299.92 | ¥ 288200.00

% 12319166.78 | % 211600.00

Sr.  Name of work Qualification of Bidder
No. (1) E.M.D Rs.
(2) Tender Fees Rs.
(3) Time Limit
1 Supply of Geo Studio Pro Software Under |(1) Rs. 100000/
National Hydrology Project for Central (2) Rs. 1500/-
Design Organization at Gandhinagar (3) 45 Days

Dt. 14/09/2020 to Dt. 14/10/2020
upto 18.00 Hrs.

Dt. 23/09/2020, on 12.00 Hrs.
(Web based)

Dt. 15/10/2020 to Dt. 20/10/2020
upto 18.00 Hrs.

Dt. 15/10/2020, after 12.00 Hrs.

Dt. 15/10/2020, after 12.05 Hrs.
(If possible) (Only for technically
responsive bid offers.

Period for Tender Download :-

Pre-bid Meeting

Physical Submission:-
(Tender Fee, E.M.D. and other (Documets)

Technical Bid Opening

Price bid Opening

Further details will be available on website: www.nwr.nprocure.com
Name of work and Tender ID must be write on Cover.

(INF/879/20-21)

R bR [A# fSfaes
CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIALTD.

Th Fa¥d B (TRA AXBR BT SUshH) (A govt. of India Undertaking)
ICD, Malanpur — 477117

TENDER NOTICE (E-Tendering Mode Only)
Online tender in single bid system is invited for the work of “Repair to Bituminous pavement near Admin

Building and Warehouse at ICD/Malanpur.”, only through e-tendering mode. The bid document can only be
downloaded after paying Rs. 1000/- through online from the website (www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL).

Tender No. CON/EP/NCR/MALANPUR/R. REPAIR/2020
Name of Work Repair to Bituminous ?avement near Admin Building and
Warehouse at ICD/Malanpur.

Estimated Cost Rs.24,33,422.00

Completion Period 60 days

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

NIT No. HSCC/CSIR-IHBT/PALAMPUR/HOSTEL/2020 Dated: 14.09.2020
Online item rate bids are invited by HSCC (India) Limited on behalf of Director,
CSIR for the works: Construction of Hostel Block for CSIR-IHBT, Palampur,
Himachal Pradesh”. Estimated project cost: Rs. 24.15 Cr and Completion
period: 18 Months. Tender available online from 16.09.2020 and Last Date of
submission of Bids is 01.10.2020. The detailed NIT and Bid documents will be
available on e-tender portal www.tenderwizard.com/HSCC, HSCC website
www.hsccltd.co.in and CPP portal. Corrigendum to this publication, if any,
would appear only on said websites and not be published.

GM (Projects), HSCC (I) Ltd

Earnest Money Deposit Rs.48,670 /- (through e-payment)

Cost of Tender Document (Non-refundable) | Rs.1000/- (inclusive all taxes & duties) through e-payment).

Tender Processing Fee (Non-refundable) Rs.1436/- (inclusive all taxes & duties through e-payment

Date of sale of Tender (online) 15.09.2020 (11:00hrs) to 06.10.2020 (upto 17:00 hrs)

Date & Time of submission of Tender. 07.10.2020 upto 17:00 hrs.

Date & Time of Opening of Tender. 09.10.2020 at 15:00 hrs.

* Through e-Payment

CONCOR reserves the right to reject any or all the tenders without assigning any reasons thereof. For
complete details logon to www.concorindia.co.in or www.eprocure.gov.in or www.tenderwizard.com/CCIL.

Group General Manager (P&S)

TATA POWER DELHI DISTRIBUTION LIMITED
A Tata Power and Delhi Government Joint Venture
Regd. Office : NDPL House, Hudson Lines, Kingsway Camp, Delhi 110 009
Tel : 66112222, Fax : 27468042, Email : TPDDL@tatapower-ddl.com
CIN No. : U40109DL2001PLC111526, Website : www.tatapower-ddl.com

NOTICE INVITING TENDERS Sep. 15,2020

TATA Power-DDL invites tenders as per following details:

TATAPOWER-DDL

i ilahili Last Date & Time
Estimated| Availabilit;
Tender Enqu?n{ No. Cost/EMD Vg'fgi:jl ¥ oBB:d Sugrpissiofnl
Work Description (Rs.) Document 0?) :n?:g olnﬁdos
TPDDL/PMG/Tender/Banking-
2020-21/03 .
Notice Inviting bids for banking of up | N.A. | 16.09.2020 gg}ggggg]ggg :[2/
to 200 MW RTC/Slot wise power on o '
firm basis for the period of 01.11.2020
to0 30.09.2021.

CORRIGENDUM / TENDER DATE EXTENTION

: Previously | Revised Due Date & Time
Tev'\;gf; g:sqc‘:i"‘t’io':“ Published | of Bid Submission! Date
P Date & time of opening of bids
',I:'PDé) L/EIN‘I;G{ EHI‘I?IZOE)I_OO:Z?aOIZ;)-21 05.08.2020 21.09.2020 at 1600 Hrs/
or supply nstataion, 16stng an . 21.09.2020 at 1630 Hrs
Commissioning of Power Quality Meter

Complete tender and corrigendum document is available on our
website www.tatapower-ddl.com—\endor Zone —> Tender / Corrigendum Documents
Contracts - 011-66112222

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Hiring of one EECO Maruti Suzuki Ambulance round the
clock with first aid kit, two folding stretchers, oxygen cylinder
with all attachments, driver and attandant to be stationed
round the clock at Health Unit Bhoor Ghaziabad for
transporting railway employees both working and retired
and their beneficiaries, from various places at Bhoor Bharat
Nagar Ghaziabad including all colonies to Divisional
Railway Hospital, Delhi and/or Central Hospital, New Delhi
and/or to any other Hospital as advised by the Railway
Medical Officer Bhoor GZB, on a monthly payment basis.

Rs. 48,000/- (Rupees Forty Eight Thousand only)
Per Month or Rs. 17,28,000/- (Seventeen Lakh
Twenty Eightthousand only)

Rs. 2360/- Inclusive GST (non-refundable)

4.| Address of the website form where the tender form
can be downloaded

5.| EMD to be deposited

1.| Name of the work
with its location:

2.| Approximate estimate cost:

3.| Cost of Tender form

www.ireps.gov.in

Rs. 34,600/- (Rs. Thirty Four Thousand Six
Hundred only)

6.| Completion period of the
work

7.| Date & Time for submission of
tender and opening of tender

03 (three) years from the date of award of work

09.10.2020 up to 15.00 hrs. and opening
15.30 hrs. same day

8. Website particulars notice Board |‘www.ireps.gov.in'

location where complete details of | (Chief Medical Superintendent, Northern
tender can be seen etc. Railway Divisional Hospital (Near Novelty
Cinema) Shyama Prasad Mukherjee
Marg, Delhi-110006)

No. 31-Med-Amb- Hiring-Bhoor-GZB-2020-23
Dated: 14.09.2020 1996/2020

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, MINISTRY OF RARILWAYS

RAILWAY RECRUITMENT BOARD, RJMER
Corrigendum No. 11
E Tender No. RRB-All-Tender-CEN-03-2019

Name of Work : RRBs- Engaging Exam Conducting
Agency (ECA) to conduct Computer Based Tests (CBTs)
and all related activities like processing of Results and

Panels etc for Recruitment of various Ministerial and

Isolated categories in Indian Railways notified in Centralized

Employment Notification (CEN) 03/2019.

Following updates/modifications in the above tender have

been incorporated on IREPS:

1. Approximate Cost of Work -Rs. 3.22 Crore

2. Responses on pre-bid queries are uploaded in terms
of para1.7 of Tender Document.

3. Revised and updated Tender Document in
supersession of original Tender Document dated
02.03.2020 is uploaded.

All other terms and conditions will remain the same.

You may logon to www.ireps.gov.in for these updates as

well as any further revision in dates/updates.

14.09.2020 Chairman/RRB/Ajmer
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

MAJ BHAGAT SINGH, VrC
19 Mar 41 -15 SEP 65

We pay homage to our noble martyr, who made the
supreme sacrifice while fighting the enemy in the
1965 operations in J&K. His dauntless courage and
sacrifice will forever inspire the organisation.
CO and all ranks 6th Battalion
Brigade of The Guards.
Maj VS Ahlawat
(01 Nov 1978-15 Sep 2017)

This historic day fills our hearts with pride and
sorrow alike when in the highest traditions of the
.| Indian Army, you laid down your life in Counter
Insurgency Area of Assam. World is a lesser place
without you but we know that you are with the gods
| above and even heavens have improved by your
gracious presence.

Fondly remembered by

CO and All Ranks of 3 RAJPUT
Martyr of CISF on 15th September
CT/GD SHUBAS NAGARGOJ ECL,

SEETALP 15-09-1994

CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of this
brave-heart. On this day, he laid down his life at the
altar of duty while fighting with armed criminals to
safeguard the national property. His courage and
bravery would remain an abiding source of inspiration
for the force. The force will remain eternally indebted
to him for his noblest deed.

MEMBER SECRETARY,

HARYANA STATE PROTECTION SOCIETY
WOMEN & CHILD DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
BAY 15-20 (POCKET-2), SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA
Phone: 0172-2580359
NOTICE FOR CANCELLATION OF VACANCY

An advertisement was published on 08th August, 2020 in
Dainik Bhaskar for filling up of post of Member (Juvenile
Justice Board), Rewari (Reserved for Woman Candidate)
and the last date for which was 07th September, 2020.

It is notified for information of general public that the said
post has been cancelled by the Department

Sd/-
Member Secretary,
Haryana State Protection Society
Women & Child Development Department
Haryana, Panchkula.

82772/HRY
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V1rRUS OUSTS TEAM FROM ASIAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

After several players tested positive for COVID-19, United Arab Emirates football club Al
‘Wahda had its results wiped from the Asian Champions League on Monday. The club was
judged to have withdrawn from the competition when it failed to travel to Qatar to resume
games in a tournament bubble, the Asian Football Confederation ruled.

England haven’t
forgotten BLM
movement,
insists Archer

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
LONDON, SEPTEMBER 14

ENGLISH CRICKETERS "have not forgotten the
Black Lives Matter (BLM) movement," assured
pacer Jofra Archer, responding to Micheal
Holding's criticism of his side which did not
take a knee before matches against Australia
and Pakistan. West Indies fast bowing great
Holding did not appreciate that fact that
England have now stopped taking a knee dur-
ing matches. The BLM is a political and social
movement, advocating non-violent civil dis-
obedience in protest against incidents of po-
lice brutality and racially motivated violence
against black people.

"We have not forgotten, no one here has
forgotten about Black Lives Matter;" Archerwas
quoted as saying by Sky Sports. "I think it is a
bit harsh for Michael Holding to not do some
research before criticising. I'm pretty sure he
doesn't know what is going on behind the
scenes."ldon't think he has spoken to(CB chief
executive) Tom Harrison. [ have spoken toTom
and we have stuff running in the background,”
he said but did not specify what it was.

Having faced slurs for missing England's
second Test against the West Indies for bio-se-
cure breach in July this year, Archer urged so-
cial media platforms to extinguish racial abuse.
"Ithinkalotof stuffis being putinto place now;"
said Archer.

Australia crumble

APADDS: Australia batted itselfintoa win-
ning position before dramatically collapsing
as England won the second one-day cricketin-
ternational by 24 runs to stay alive in the se-
ries. England's decision to bat first at had ap-
peared to backfire with the world champions
limited to 231-9 and Australia reaching 143-2
with 20 overs left on Sunday.
BRIEF SCORES: England 231 for 9 (Morgan
42,7Zampa 3-36) beat Australia 207 (Finch 73,
Labuschagne 48, Woakes 3-32, Archer 3-34,S
Curran 3-35) by 24 runs.

Thiem comes true

Austrian cracks the Slam code and fulfills dream after triumphing in a thrilling final against Zverev

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 14

AUS Openunlike any other finished unlike any
other, with an unprecedented fifth-set
tiebreaker as Dominic Thiem became the first
manin 71 years towin the final after dropping
the opening two sets.

So close to defeat in a nearly empty Arthur
Ashe Stadium as fans were banned because of
the coronavirus pandemic. Thiem slowly but
surely turned things around against a faltering
Alexander Zverev and pulled out a 2-6,4-6, 6-
4,6-3,7-6(6)victory at Flushing Meadows for
his first Grand Slam title.

The match ended with both men fighting
leg cramps and, clearly, nerves.

“Somehow,” said Thiem, a 27-year-old
from Austria, “the belief today was stronger
thanthe body, and I'm super happy about that.”
When a backhand from Zverev landed wide
on the third championship point, a weary
Thiem dropped to his back way behind the
baseline and covered his face with his hands.
When he arose, he was met by Zverev, who
walked around the net to clasp hands, then
embrace his friend and foe, two sights rarely
seenin this era of social distancing, Thiem then
rested his head on the shoulder of the taller
Zverev,who himself came within two points of
whatwould have been his first major triumph.

“Iwish we could have two winners today,”
Thiem said. “ think we both deserved it.” He
is the first man to win the American Grand
Slam tournament after trailing 2-0 in sets in
the final since Pancho Gonzalez did it against
Ted Schroederin 1949 atan event then known
as the U.S. Championships and held in Forest
Hills. The event never had been settled by a
fifth-set tiebreaker; no major tournament ever
had until Novak Djokovicedged Roger Federer
that way at Wimbledon in 2019.

“was a few games away, a few points
away," said Zverev, who was trying to give
Germany its first male Grand Slam champion
since Boris Beckerinthe 1990s. “I'm 23
years old. I don't think it's my last chance.”
Zverev choked up when he mentioned that his
parents hadn't been able to travel to New York

Dominic Thiem fought back from two sets down in a four-hour contest to beat
Alexander Zverev 2-6,4-6, 6-4, 6-3, 7-6 (6). USATODAY Sports

lachieved a life goal, a dream [for]
myself, which | had for many,
many years. Of course [| had that
dream] as a kid as well when |
started to play tennis. But back
thenit was so faraway.”

DOMINIC THIEM
2020 US OPEN CHAMPION

because they tested positive for COVID-19, al-
though he said they are now healthy.

As Thiem stepped forward to pose for pic-
tures with his shiny new bit of hardware,
Zverev remained a few feet behind, one hand
clutching his less-impressive silver tray, the
other hand ona hip.

The proceedings took 4 hours, 2 minutes.
Andtothink: Afterjust 11/2 hours, Zverevwas
up by two sets and a break in the third at 2-1.
“The match turned when he broke me for the

Want to congratulate Dominic on
the first of many Grand Slam
titles. | wish you could have
missed a little more so | could be
holding that trophy up, but here |
am giving the runner-up speech.”

ALEXANDER ZVEREV
2020 US OPEN RUNNER-UP

first time in the third set,” Zverev said.

“He started playing much better, and
started playing much worse.” Zverev, of all peo-
ple, should have known what might have
seemed like an impossible hill to climb for
Thiem was, indeed, achievable. After all, in
Thursday's semifinals, it was Zverev who
trailed 2-0 in sets against Pablo Carre?0 Busta
before coming back to win.

Thiembegan the day 0-3 in Grand Slam fi-
nals, but always faced a member of the Big

Three of men's tennis in those others. This time,
he was the favorite and came out jittery, but
eventually worked his way out of that, while
Zverev went from cool and confident to pas-
sive and pushed around.

The fifth set was just as back-and-forth as
the other four, the mistakes rising with the ten-
sion and the history in the offing.

Thiem broke in the opening game when
Zverev shanked a pair of forehands. Zverev
broke right back and pierced the silence with
arare cry of “Come on!” when Thiem double-
faulted. Thenit wasZverev's turn to nose ahead,
breaking for a 5-3 lead when Thiem sent a
down-the-line backhand wide and leaned
over, gasping for air.

But with a chance to serve out the biggest
win of his nascent career, Zverev faltered, get-
ting broken right back when he pushed a vol-
ley into the net. That began a three-game run
for Thiem, who broke to lead 6-5, earning his
own chance to serve for it when Zverev netted
abackhand, followed by along forehand.

After havingatrainer check on hisright leg
during the ensuing changeover, Thiem could-
n'tseal the deal, either,and on they went to the
tiebreaker. Zverev double-faulted twice and
offered up one second serve at 68 mph, about
half the speed he's capable of.

While this was the No. 7-ranked Zverev's
first Slam final, this was the first one the No. 3-
ranked Thiem was supposed to win, following
losses to 12-time French Open champion
Rafael Nadal at Roland Garrosin2018 and 2019,
then to eight-time Australian Open champion
Djokovic at Melbourne Park this February ?
back before the pandemic upended the world
and put tennis on a five-month hiatus.

Instead of wild applause and loud shouts
greeting great exchanges, the soundtrack
Sunday mainly came from outside the largest
court in tennis, courtesy of roaring airplanes,
rumbling trains, revving car engines, honking
horns and wailing sirens.

There was the occasional polite applause
from the dozens of tournament workers al-
lowed in the stands and, deep into the match,
yells from the players' entourages. But the
louder crowd noise heard by TV viewers was
fake, added by the broadcaster.

Thomas Uber
Cup likely to
be postponed

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 14

MALAYSIAN MEDIA The Star has reported that
the Thomas Uber Cupislikely to be postponed
and take place post the 2021 Olympics. “The
Thomas Uber Cup finals are virtually off. The
finals scheduled to be held in Aarhus Denmark
from Oct 3-11 is set to be held after next year’s
Tokyo Olympics,” the Kualalumpur based pa-
per reported. BWF had huddled till late on
Sunday, todiscuss the future of the tournament
riddled by large scale withdrawals.

Indosport.com had hinted that Japan could
be the next one to pull out, saying the feder-
ation was discussing whether to go ahead or
not. The website quoted the chairman of
Nippon Badminton Association as saying,
“The decision will be made next week, but
considering the teams withdrawing, this
year’s Thomas - Uber Cup is still (looking)
very difficult to hold.” September 18 is the last
date for confirmation.

Chinese mediaAiyuke and Japan’s Daily Star
reported the development earlier. Meanwhile
BWEF were to discuss the fate of TUC, accord-
ing to Malaysian thestar.com.ny.

In India, former World No 1 and Olympic
medallist Saina Nehwal tweeted, “7 countries
have withdrawn from tournament cause of the
pandemic...Is it safe enough to conduct this
tournament during this time ??... (Thomas
and Uber Cup 2020) #coronavirus” Thomas
Cup titans Indonesia and eternal contenders
Korea’s withdrawal came after Thailand and
Australia had withdrawn while Singapore and
Hong Kong had declined an invite.

Malaysian media also speculated that
China was in the process of a rethink.Over
the weekend Malaysian legend and former
great Rashid Sidek also sounded a dissent-
ing note. “If four teams have withdrawn, it’s
better to just postpone it.Thailand and
Taiwan can be considered strong teams for
the Thomas and Uber Cup, but if they pull
out and are replaced by a lower ranking
team, that quality is definitely lacking,” in-
dostar.com quoted him as saying.

Company-fitted CNG
Is always the right choice.

Get genuine warranty, great performance and
enhanced safety with factory-fitted
CNG cars from Hyundai.

Buy your favourite Hyundai online.

Hyundai ClicktoBuy

 Great mileage

« Convenient fuel-filling valve location near petrol-filling area
« CNG fuel level indicator in cluster
« Enhanced durability with CNG compatible engine parts
« Enhanced ride comfort with tuned suspension

@& HYUNDAI

NORTH DELHI EAST DELHI WEST DELHI

CENTRAL DELHI

HEMKUND PAHWA  MALWA UNITY UNITY SUNRISE SUNRISE HIMGIRI HIMGIRI  SHUBAN SAl DEEP HANS FRONTIER ~ SAMARA  SAPPHIRE ~ SAPPHIRE SHUBAN Al LAMBA  KONCEPT KONCEPT KONCEPT PAHWA
(Wazirpur) ~ (ShaktiNagar)  (Narela)  (Shalimar Place)  (Rohini) (Patparganj)  (Opp. Mother Dairy Plant) (Dayanand Vihar) (Jhilmil Indl. Area) (East Gokulpuri) ~ (Mangolpuri) (Motinagar) (Raja Puri Dwarka) (Janak Puri) (MayapuriPh-1) (Sec. 20 Dwarka) (Mathura Road, MCIE) (Malviya Nagar) ~ (Okhla)  (Kailash Colony Branch) (Green park) (Karol Bagh)
7428896365 7428896358 7428896355 7428896356 7428896371 7428896357 7428896233 7428896373 7428896364 7428896359 7428896366 7428896360 7428896363 7428896234 7428896362 7428896369 7428896232 7428896374 428896368 1428896367 7428896361 7428896370
MODINAGAR T gy opn ] GreamiR Noia
MR. MR. SHINE PAWAN  DREAM FORTUNE TRIUMPH MAHADEV MAHADEV BOHRA  PARASHAR  TRIUMPH TRIUMPH DEEEMM  DEEEMM HIMGIRI JMV  SAFDARJANG SUPERON SUPERON  NIMBUS CAPITAL DREAM  KARMA FORTUNE
(Loni Road) (Site-IVIndl. ~ (Silver City  (Lal Kuan) (Meerut Road) 8194000824 (Near YMCA (NHPC Chowk) (Byepassroad)  (Neelam 7428896231 (Wazirpur) ~ (Manesar) (SohnaRoad)  (Indl. Estate (Golf Course  (Sohna Road) (Udyog Vihar-IV) (SohnaRoad (HeroHonda  (Sector-5)  (Sector-63) (C-27, Sector-3) (Sector-85) (D-74, Site-IV)
7428896217 AreaBranch)  Mall) 7428896214 7428896216 Chowk) 7428896227 7428896230  Bata Road) 9871715801 7428896109 7428896104 Opp Sector-14) Road, Sector-53) 7428896108 7428896101 Branch) Chowk) 7428896220 7428896221 7428896223 7428896222 7428896225
7428896213 7428896215 7428896229 7428896228 7428896106 7428896103 7428896107 7428896102
*Terms & Conditions apply. Factory fitted CNG powertrain option available in SANTRO (Magna MT & Sportz MT variants), GRAND i10 NIOS (Magna MT & Sportz MT variants) and AURA (S MT variant). **Warranty of
Hyundai H-Promise Give a missed call 3 years /100 000 km on SANTRO. Wonder warranty applicable for GRAND i10 NIOS and AURA: Customer has the option to choose from warranty options of 3 years /100 000 km or 4 years / 50 000 km or 5 years

go Lowest cost of
¥ maintenance**

g +100 000 km Warrranty**
o - Road Side Assistance (RSA)

Mobility Membership

Approved Used Car

on 7829042833

/40 000 km. ##Lowest average yearly periodic maintenance service cost starts at 2 276 (SANTRO Petrol in Delhi for 5 years), Source: Cardekho.com. Hyundai is also available in CSD and GeM, contact us at
rahul.malaviya@hmil.net (Delhi) and vakul.gupta@hmil.net (NCR). HMIL reserves the right to withdraw / modify the scheme without prior notice. Features and specifications as shown may not be part of standard
fitment and are subject to change without prior notice. Visit your nearest Hyundai dealership for more details. Hyundai urges you to follow traffic rules - these are meant to keep you safe on roads.
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