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SINCE 1932

PM sets tone, Govt
skirts China, economy
on Day 1 of Parliament
LIZMATHEW
&HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

CITING A heavy legislative
agenda,thegovernmentavoided
the Opposition’s attempts to
raise issues like the India-China
border rowandeconomic crisis
on the first day of the 18-day
Parliament sessiononMonday.
CongressleaderinLokSabha

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury also
sought to discuss The Indian
Express investigationreportona
Shenzen-based technology
company with links to the
Chinesegovernmentmonitoring
over 10,000 Indian individuals
and organisations in its global

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

THEGOVERNMENTonMonday
soughtParliament’sapproval to
inject Rs 20,000 crore of equity
capital in public sector banks
(PSB).
The Union Budget 2020-21

did notmake any allocation to-
wards fund infusion in state-
owned banks for this year, as
bankswereexpectedtoraisecap-
ital fromtheequitymarkets.But
with banks expected to record a
spike in non-performing assets

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

ThePM,otherMPsintheLokSabhaMonday.Memberswore
masksandrowswereseparatedbypolycarbonatesheets.PTI

Police: Road
blocks sign of
conspiracy,
chargesheet
by Thursday
ENS&PTI
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

ADAY after former JNU student
UmarKhalidwasarrested,senior
DelhiPoliceofficersMondaysaid
theywereset to fileaconspiracy
chargesheet in the Northeast
DelhiriotsofFebruary2020,and
identified blocking of traffic by
anti-CAAprotesters as “the first
indicator that therewas a con-
spiracyduetowhichitallstarted”.
Speakingatawebinarorgan-

isedbytheDelhiPoliceGazetted
Officers Association,whichwas
alsoattendedbyCommissioner
S N Shrivastava, Deputy
CommissionerofPolice(Special
Cell) Pramod Singh Kushwaha
wasquotedbyPTIassayingthey
had not found any proof yet of
the involvement of pro-CAA-
NRCprotesters.
Kushwaha said, “Whenwe

startedinvestigatingtheDelhiri-
ots,we first sawall thesitesand
found a common pattern that
traffic jamwas started at all the

CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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BARRINGEQUITY
infusion inpublic sector
banksandsome
spending in thehealth
sector, the supplemen-
tarydemands for grants
doesnot indicate any
renewed fiscal push in
thewakeof record
contraction in the
economy.
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Centre seeks House nod
for Rs 20,000 cr to banks

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

THE geography of those being
monitoredinIndiabytheChinese
firmZhenhuaDataistelling.
The Indian Express investiga-

tion of Zhenhua’s (OKIDB)
Overseas Key Information
DataBaserevealsthatatleast180
politiciansandbureaucratsonthe
target list are from states in the

North-East includingArunachal
Pradesh andNagaland; Sikkim;
and the newly created Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir;andLadakh.
This assumes significance

given that ZhenhuaData claims
to beworkingwith the intelli-
gence,government,militaryand
securityagencies.
Significantly,thedatabasein-

cludesasmanyas30prominent
CONTINUEDONPAGE2

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,MUMBAI,
SEPTEMBER14

TAKING NOTE of The Indian
Express investigation report
that a Shenzen-based technol-
ogy companywith links to the
Chinese government and the

Chinese Communist Party is
monitoringover10,000 Indian
individuals and organisations
in its global database of “for-
eigntargets”,Oppositionmem-
bers asked the government
Monday to step in, open a
probeandtakethe initiative for
a global dialogue.

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

KAUNAINSHERIFFM&
JAYMAZOOMDAAR
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

FROMAN engineering student
interning with the Indian
RailwaystotheChief Investment
Officer at the venture capital
companysetupbyAzimPremji,
the Overseas Key Individual
DataBase (OKIDB), built by
Chinese firmZhenhuaData, has
atleast1,400entriescoveringthe
entire spectrum of India’s new
economy,aninvestigationbyThe
IndianExpresshasrevealed.
Those targeted include ven-

ture capitalists, angel investors,
founders and chief technology
officersof thecountry’spromis-
ing startups and e-commerce
platforms, and foreigner in-
vestorsbased in India.
They formpart of the10,000

Indian individuals and entities
targeted in the database and
comeswhenChineseinvestment

inIndianstartupssurgedbyover
10 times from $ 381million in
2016 to $4.6 billion in 2019.
However, the ongoing border
standoffhascauseduncertainties

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

ANEXPRESS INVESTIGATIONPARTTWO

J&K to North-East, Rijiju to
Mufti, many CMs in between

Very serious matter, step in
and start probe: Oppn to Govt

End user key,
govt looks at
‘depth’ of
data mined

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
&PVAIDYANATHANIYER
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

TAKING NOTE of The Indian
Express investigation of a
Shenzhen firmwith links to the
Chinese government and the
ChineseCommunistPartywhich
ismonitoringthousandsof indi-
viduals, the Indian security es-
tablishment, directly dealing
withcybersecurity,isevaluating
thedepthofdatabeingcollected
and the risks itmay pose to na-
tional security.
Topgovernmentofficialssaid

anassessment isbeingprepared
forNationalSecurityAdvisorAjit
Doval. “While thereportsclearly
state the scale of the operation,
wearemoreconcernedaboutits
depth—towhatlevelofdetailthe
Chinese firm isprofiling individ-
ualsintermsofdatapoints,thefi-
nancial investment in hardware
facilitatedbyitspartners,andthe
needforupgradingcyberhygiene
atourend,”saidatopofficial.
Simultaneously, the revela-

tions are being discussed at the
CONTINUEDONPAGE2
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SAIFUDDIN
SOZ

CONRAD
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Neweconomy underwatch:
Tech start-ups, range of apps
frompayment to healthcare

POLITICIANS

BUSINESS AS USUAL

BYUNNY

CHINA IS
WATCHING
TOMORROW, PARTTHREE

THEACCUSED&THE
SUSPECTS;TOP
BUREAUCRATS

Topventurecapitalistson list;
digitalhealthandeducation,
deliveryservicesmost followed

Flipkartco-founderBinnyBansal, IIT-K’sAbhayKarandikar,
IIT-B’sDeepakPhatak,CIOofPremji’sVCfirmunderwatch
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Probe: Oppn
TheCongress said the report

about “Chinese digital surveil-
lance”of India's leadersandoth-
ers is “quite disturbing” and it is
important toknowtheextentof
this surveillance, and if there is
more to this than collating data.
Itsaidthedevelopmenthashuge
implicationsfornationalsecurity
andprivacyof citizens.
Anand Sharma, Congress

deputyleaderinRajyaSabha,told
reporters:“Wehopethegovern-
mentwill go to the bottomof it
and take appropriate action to
protect data privacy of citizens.
Thishashugeimplicationsforna-
tional security, besides the pri-
vacyofcitizens.”Sharmaischair-
man of the Parliamentary
standing committee on Home
Affairs. GauravGogoi, Congress
deputy leader in the Lok Sabha,
said, “Wewant theGovernment
of India to stepup its efforts be-
causewhenweconfrontacoun-
try like China — we are con-
fronting Chinanot only on land,
sea and air, we are confronting
Chineseintentionsincyberspace
aswell —Government of India
shouldnotbecaughtsleeping.”
“Inthedaystocome,thegov-

ernment shouldmake it clear
that all the data collected by
Chinese agencies have not been
used tomanipulate policy, have
notbeenusedtogainmoreintel-
ligencedataonourmilitaryoron
sensitiveinformation,”hesaid.
Former External Affairs

MinisterSalmanKhurshidsaidit
istimethegovernmentinitiatesa
global dialogue on such threats.
“Ifwhat is reportedis true, there
is certainly a great sense of con-
cernanddisquiet,”hesaid.
“Weencounteredthisbefore

inthematterofvariousplatforms
associatedwiththeUnitedStates
thatwere culling out and using
metadataandmanyissueswere
raisedatthattime.Iamnotquite
surehowfarwetookthatmatter,
and how we resolve this. But
there is growing concern across
theglobe,andthereneedstobea
globalconversation,”hesaid.
Referring to the military

standoff with China, he said,
“Right now,we can express our
immediate concern with our
neighbour because of the exist-
ingcircumstances,butIthinkthis
isa largerproblemthatneeds to
behandledglobally,andIamsure
wearewellplacedtotakeanini-
tiativeinthismatter.”
PraveenChakravarty,headof

the Congress’s technology and
datacell, said,“Thenewsisquite
disturbing.Mostimportantly,we
need to know the extent of this
surveillance,andif thereismore
to this thancollatingpublicdata
onpeople. The government has
toassurethenationthroughade-
tailedinvestigation.”
“Equally, the increasing inci-

denceofforeigntechnologycom-
paniesintrudingintoIndia'sand
Indians' affairs is alarming.We
needananti-digital surveillance
law soon,whichwill also incor-
poratedataprivacy,”hesaid.
In its official reaction,

Congress communication de-
partment in-charge Randeep
Surjewala said, “If the report is
true, thenwastheModigovern-
ment aware? Or they didn’t
know thatwewere being spied
upon?Why is the government
failingtoprotectourbordersover
andoveragain?”
TMC Lok Sabha member

SaugataRoysaid:“Imovedanad-
journmentmotioninParliament
today regarding this issue... al-
though I did not get a chance to
mention it. This is an extremely
seriousmatter that a Chinese
agency,controlledbytheChinese
Communist Party and the
Chinese government, is farming
datainformationonalltoppolit-
ical leaders, officials, Army staff
andscientists. It is invadingdata
privacy of Indian leaders. Our
government needs to raise this
withtheChinesegovernment.”
RJDRajyaSabhamemberand

party spokespersonManoj Jha

said: “When we opened the
newspaperthismorning,wesaw
oneof thescariestnewsitemsin
recenttimes.Whatworriesmeis
howwearetacklingtheseissues
with China. Today, the Prime
Ministermade a comment that
weneedtostandbyoursoldiers,
thatwedoandhavealwaysdone.
Our soldiers have never disap-
pointed us. It is the diplomatic
corridorswhichhave... The gov-
ernment has had a robust no-
nonsense policywhen it comes
to another neighbour, Pakistan.
Our question iswhy dowe shy
away froma similar robust pol-
icyforBeijing?Thisissuchaseri-
ousnewsitem.Whyhasthegov-
ernmentnotresponded?''.
BSP Lok Sabha member

KunwarDanishAlisaid:“Thein-
vestigative report published in
The Indian Express is an eye-
opener.TheGovernmentofIndia
hasblindfaithinChinesefirms.”
SP Rajya Sabha member

Kunwar Rewati Raman Singh
said,“This(theinvestigation)isa
warningforIndia...Chinaistrans-
gressing on our territory again.
HowmuchIndianlandhasbeen
captured, thegovernment isnot
tellingus.”
Shiv Sena leader and

MaharashtraTransportMinister
AnilParabtoldreporters:“Itisthe
job of theUnion government to
protect leaders from
Maharashtra. Not just
Maharashtra, but all leaders in
thelistshouldbeprotected.”
NCP Rajya Sabha member

VandanaChavansaid: “The feel-
ingnowisthatallourdatacanbe
compromised.Thisisnolessthan
cyberwarfare.”

Data mined
levelofministriesconcerned,in-
cluding the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeITY),which has
a specialised division on cyber
laws and e-security. “We are
analysingthescopeoftheopera-
tion. Since it involves the
PresidentandthePrimeMinister,
thepoliticalestablishmenthasto
take a call onwhat the govern-
ment’sresponseshouldbe,”said
anofficialwhodidnotwishtobe
named.
Sourcessaidthatwhilemany

companiescollectpersonaldata
of similar nature by scraping
opensourceplatforms,giventhat
this involves a Chinese firm
whichworkswith themilitary
and security agencies, the gov-
ernment is concernedabout the
enduseandtheenduser.
“In itself, granular datamay

notberevelatorybuttrackedover
afewyears,24by7,usingsophis-
ticated tools of analysis, open
sourcedataonan individualcan
be a great information asset.
Moreso, if heor she isa topoffi-
cialor inastrategicsetting,”said
an official. “We need to go
through theentire list and iden-
tifycyberhygieneissues.”
The Indian Express had on

Monday reported that at least
10,000Indianindividualsandor-
ganisationsfrompoliticstobusi-
ness, judiciary tomedia, even
crime accused, are beingmoni-
toredrealtimeonlinebybigdata
firmZhenhuaDatathatcatersto
theChinesegovernmentandthe
People’sLiberationArmy.

Parliament Day 1
databaseof“foreigntargets”,but
Speaker Om Birla said the
Business Advisory Committee
(BAC)wouldmeetonTuesdayto
fix a time for discussing “sensi-
tiveissues”.
SourcessaidDefenceMinister

RajnathSingh is likely tomakea
statement on the India-China
border issue on Tuesday, if the
BACdecidestoslot it.
Inhiscustomaryremarksbe-

forethestartofthesession,Prime
Minister NarendraModi called
onParliamenttosendoutaunan-
imousmessage that the entire
countrystandsbehinditsArmed
Forces. “This Parliament, partic-
ularly this session, has a special
responsibility... when our brave

soldiers are at the border…The
faithwithwhich theyarestand-
ing, determined to protect the
motherland, Parliament, and all
itsmembers,willsendoutames-
sageinaunanimousvoice,spirit
and resolve that the country
stands in support of them,” he
said. “The entire Parliament
standswith the brave soldiers
with one voice. I believe that
Parliamentwill send out a very
strongmessage,”hesaid.
When the session began,

Chowdhury tried to raise the is-
sueofChineseaggressiontwice.
Chowdhury also sought to refer
toTheIndianExpressreportonthe
“hybridwarfare”. “The BACwill
discuss and fix a time for dis-
cussing sensitive issues.Wewill
discuss sensitive issues sensi-
tively,”Birlaresponded.
SpeakingtoTheIndianExpress

later,Chowdhurysaid,“Iwassur-
prisedthatnotasinglewordwas
allowed to be spoken on the is-
sue.The issue isbeingdiscussed
by themedia and public.Why
can'tParliamentdiscussit?Why
isthegovernmentevadingadis-
cussion?”hesaid.
“The people in this country

are beingkept in thedark about
whatexactlyishappeningatthe
border.Therehavebeenconfus-
ingreports.Inordertogiveaclear
picture, the government should
comeoutandoffera threadbare
discussion,”hesaid.
“TheCongresspartyalsosup-

ports the soldiers and the risk
theyhavetakentoprotectthena-
tion.We stand behind the sol-
diers.Wewant to support the
government,butthegovernment
can'trunawayfromdiscussions,”
hesaid.
During the 30-minute zero

hour, the treasury benches
avoided issues like the India-
China border row, unemploy-
ment, migrant crisis and eco-
nomic slowdown. The NCP's
Supriya Sule was the onlyMP
who raised the issue of unem-
ployment and economic crisis.
Urging the Centre to assist
Maharashtra, she said: “On the
firstday,wecouldhavediscussed
thestateofeconomyandunem-
ployment. I don't see theCentre
talkingmuchaboutthem.”
The BJPMPs stuck to raising

other issues.While Sanjay Seth
talked about conversions in
Jharkhand, Ravi Kishan spoke
aboutdrugtraffickingwithrefer-
encetothefilmindustry.
Meanwhile, thegovernment

introduced eight Bills in the Lok
Sabha and passed twopending
Bills.

Money for banks
and higher loan losses in the
wakeof Covid-19, equity raising
by PSBs from capitalmarkets is
nowpossible at lowvaluations.
Governmentequitysupportwill
provide extra cushion and help
thebanksraisemorefundsfrom
themarkets.
Accordingtothefirstbatchof

supplementary demands for
grants 2020-21 tabled in
ParliamentonMonday,atotalof
Rs20,000crorehasbeensought
“for meeting expenditure to-
wards recapitalisation of public
sector banks through issue of
governmentsecurities”.
The government sought ap-

proval for a total additional
spending of Rs 2,35,852 crore,
which includes cashoutgoof Rs
1,66,983crore,whiletherestwill
bemet through savings of de-
partmentsandministries.
Apartfrombankcapitalinfu-

sion, Rs 40,000 crore has been
soughttowardsincreasedspend-
ing under the MGNREGS and
Rs33,771.48crorefordirectben-
efit transfer under Jan Dhan
Yojana and National Social
AssistanceProgramme.
Approval for Rs 44,340 crore

ofspendinghasalsobeensought
towardsprovidingadditionalal-
location under post devolution
revenuedeficit grant tostatesas
per the 15th Finance
Commission's recommenda-
tions.

Government sources said
bankwise equity infusion plan
willbe finalisedafter taking into
account their internal assess-
ment of the impact of Covid-19
on their “balance sheets, liquid-
ityprofile,assetqualityandprof-
itability”.
The RBI has asked both pri-

vate sector and public sector
banks to raise equity to
strengthen their balance sheets.
Anumberof privatebankshave
raised capital of over Rs 80,000
crore fromequitymarkets since
April.
“The current pandemic re-

lated shock is likely to place
greater pressure on the balance
sheets of banks, leading to ero-
sion of their capital. Proactive
building of buffers and raising
capitalwillbecrucialnotonlyto
ensure credit flow but also to
build resilience in the financial
system,” RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das had said last
month.
In recent years, the govern-

menthassignificantlycapitalised
state-ownedbanksandpursued
consolidationinthePSUbanking

space. In the last three financial
years, the government has in-
fusedequityofRs2.65lakhcrore
into state-ownedbanks. But the
pandemic is expected to lead to
a further surge inNPAs andero-
sion of capital, necessitating an-
other roundof capital raisingby
banks. Industry sources said Rs
20,000 crore of capitalmay not
be enough for all PSBs and this
equity may go to relatively
weakerbanks.
Asperarecentassessmentof

anexpertpanelsetupbytheRBI,
corporate sectordebt addingup
to Rs 15.52 lakh crore has come
under stress following the pan-
demic.TheKVKamathcommit-
tee,whichworkedoutthefinan-
cial parameters for a loan
restructuring plan, has said that
72percentofthebankingsector
debtworthRs37.72lakhcrorere-
mains under stress,which is al-
most37percentofthetotalnon-
foodbankcredit.
Among other proposals to

augment the health infrastruc-
ture,thegovernmenthassought
Rs 14,231.96 crore, including Rs
5,915.49crore,formeetingaddi-

tional expenditure towards
grants-in-aidgeneralforcontain-
ment of the pandemic and Rs
2,475croretotheIndianCouncil
ofMedicalResearch.Approvalfor
anotherRs10,000crorehasbeen
sought tomeet expenditure to-
wards food subsidy under the
NationalFoodSecurityAct.
Rs 1,232 crore will be allo-

cated to the Small Industries
DevelopmentBankofIndiaonin-
terestsubventionof2percenton
prompt repayment of Shishu
loans extended under the
PradhanMantriMudra Yojana.
AnotherRs4,000crorewillbebe
provided to theNational Credit
Guarantee Trustee Company
Limited for giving government-
guaranteed collateral-free addi-
tionalloanstoMSMEsunderthe
Rs 3 lakh crore of Emergency
CreditLineGuaranteeScheme.
In May, Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman had an-
nounced a 65 per cent increase
(Rs40,000crore)overtheBudget
outlay forMGNREGS in the fifth
and final tranche of the
AtmaNirbharBharatpackage. In
the2020-21Budgetestimate,the

governmenthadreducedtheal-
locationunder theschemetoRs
61,500crore,comparedtothere-
visedestimateofRs71,002crore
in2019-20.Thesharphikecame
amidmigrantsgoingbacktotheir
hometownsafterthenationwide
lockdown, leading to a sharp
surge in demand for NREGS
work.

Delhi Police
sites simultaneously. Itwas the
first indicator that therewas a
conspiracy due to which it all
started."
With questions having been

raised over the lack of action
against BJP leader KapilMishra
over his alleged inflammatory
speech a day before the riots in
thearea,theDyCPwasquotedas
saying, "Anarrative is being cre-
ated that pro-CAA/NRC people
wereinvolvedinit,but ithasnot
comeintotheinvestigationyet.”
OnMonday, theDelhi Police

got 10-day custody of Khalid,
whohasbeenbookedunderthe
UAPA,onchargesstemmingfrom
hisparticipation intheanti-CAA
protests.TheDelhiPoliceSpecial

Cell alsoquestioned filmmakers
Rahul Roy and Saba Dewan on
Monday for around eight hours
andhas told themto join the in-
vestigation in connectionwith
theriots.
Commentingonthecriticism

overKhalid’sarrestandtheDelhi
Police investigation of the case,
Shrivastava said at thewebinar,
"Asweareapproachingthefinal
end of this investigation, and as
you knowUmarKhalidwas ar-
restedsothereismoresortofcry
especially on socialmedia, print
media and also today the TV
channels... (They) are trying to
takeawaythesheenfromthein-
vestigation. Youknow that peo-
plewhomwe investigate,many
haveverygoodsocialmediapres-
ence."
Shrivastava said the Delhi

Policewouldfileachargesheetby
Thursdayinconnectionwiththe
conspiracycaseintheriots."Asit
is nearing, there is more and
more clamour andnews... some
attemptbysomeinterestgroups
to discredit Delhi Police investi-
gation.TheDelhiPolicehasregis-
tered 751 cases and it has gone
about it inavery fairand impar-
tialmannerandoutof751cases,
340 have been solved. The re-
mainingwehave not gotmuch
leadsin."
As per the PTI report,

Kushwaha said theyhad identi-
fied25protestsites,mostofthem
in trans-Yamuna area, and that
peoplewhowerepartof itcame
fromoutside,andwerenotlocals.
"People kept on going to the
protestsitesagainandagainand
they talked about the CAA-NRC
so thatmore andmore people
would come there and itwould
look likeaCAA-NRCprotestwas
goingon.
SeekingKhalid’s custody for

10 days, the Delhi Police told
Additional Sessions Judge
AmitabhRawatonMondaythat
they wanted to confront him
withdocumentsrunninginto11
lakhpages.
Grantingthepolice’srequest,

ASJ Rawat observed,
"Considering the nature of the
case and role of the accused
UmarKhalidthathassurfacedso
farregardingtheconspiracyand
involvement in anti-
CAA/NPR/NRCprotest,with the
support of several radical
groups/organisations... I deem it
fitthat,forhavinganeffectiveand
properinvestigation,toallowthe
present application for seeking
policecustody."
Special Public Prosecutor

Amit Prasad said that "fromex-
aminationofwitnesses,itwasre-
vealedthataccusedUmarKhalid
wascoordinatingtheprotestsites
in Delhi with other radical
groups",andsaidhiscustodywas
required to "unearth a deep-
rootedconspiracy".
Trideep Pais, who appeared

on behalf of Khalid, said police
havestatednospecificreasonfor
the remand. Pointing out that
Khalid had been questioned for
fivehoursonJuly31,andaround
12hoursonSundaybeforehisar-
rest,Paissaid,"Whatistheircase?
This application does not even
saywhat theywant to confront
himwith; they want to make
(up) stuff as they go along.
Whetheritisaspeechwhichpro-
vokesornot--isn't it incumbent
tosaywhendidhespeak,where
didhespeak?"
He also read out a transcript

of Khalid's speech, and said he
hadnot evenbeen inDelhi dur-
ing the riots. "(His) Amravati
speechisaboutpeace...EvenIam
against the CAA, that is not a
crime.WhatisthecrimeUmaris
saidtohavecommitted?Itispub-
lic knowledge that people have
been pressured to give state-
mentsinpolicecustody.Theysay
he protested. Everyone
protested...Thisapplicationisnot
worthevenaone-daycustody."
Prasad admitted that not

much had been disclosed, but
said thiswas needed under the
UAPA, formaintaining “sanctity
of theinvestigation”.

FROMPAGEONE

New economy under watch
about the futureof this invest-
ment boom. The prominent
facesbeingtrackedinOKIDBin-
clude T K Kurien, the Chief
InvestmentOfficeratthePremji
Invest, a venture capital com-
pany set up by Azim Premji;
Anish Shah, Group CFO,
MahindraGroup;PKXThomas,
CTO, Reliance Brands; Brian
Bade,Chief Executive,Reliance
Retail; and Vineet Sekhsaria,
CountryHead,MorganStanley,
RealEstateInvesting.
Also in OKIDB are Flipkart

co-founder Binny Bansal;
Zomato founder and CEO
Deepinder Goyal; Swiggy co-
founder and CEO Nandan
Reddy;Nykaa co-founder and
CEOFalguniNayar;UberIndia’s
headofdriveroperationsPavan
Vaish, andPayUbusinesshead
NameetPotnis.
Also under watch are

Professor Abhay Karandikar,
Director, IIT, Kanpur; and
ProfessorDeepakBPhatak, IIT,
Bombay, known forupgrading
Aakash,advertisedby itsman-
ufacturerasthe“world’scheap-
esttablet.”
An analyses of the entries

show that venture capitalists
andangelinvestorsarethemost
trackedpersons inOKIDB. The
focus is also on founders, CEO,
CFOs, CTOs, and COOs of key
sectors.
The rapidly growingdigital

health sector is the onemost
tracked portfolio, followed by
the digital education sector.
Post-demonetisation,theModi

governmenthasbeenpushing
for digital payments.
Unsurprisingly, the top pay-
mentappsarepartof thedata-
base. So are the supply chain
portfolioanddeliveryapps.Also
underwatcharethetechstart-
upsintheurbantransportation
segment.
Some of the entries in

OKIDBunderkeysegmentsare:

Angel investors and
venture capitalists:

■ Matrix Partners India,
whoseportfoliosincludeIndian
ride sharing company Ola,
Practo(aplatformthatconnects
patientswithdoctors), andthe
Indian payment gateway app
RazorPay.

■ Kalaari Capital, whose
portfolios include Indian e-
commerce companies
Snapdeal, Myntra & Urban
Ladder.

■SeedFund,whoportfolios
include sports media firm
sportskeeda,andRedBUS.in,an
aggregatorofroutes,ticketsand
inventoryforinter-citybusnet-
work.

■FiresideVenturesthathas
backed brands such as
MamaEarth and theAyurveda
Experience.
The list includes the

Japanese officials on Incubate
fund in India,whoseportfolios
in the country include
ShopKirana, leading Go-to-
Market platform brand, Yulu,
the rental bike-sharing plat-

form,andGamingMonk,anes-
portsgamingplatform.
Also inOKIDB areGerman

officials of NEXT STEP India,
which is a market discovery
programforGermanstartupsto
exploreopportunities in India;
and top officials of the
EverstoneCapital,whichman-
ages assets worth $5 billion
acrossprivateequity,realestate,
andventurecapital.

DigitalHealthcare
■ Cipla-backed Wellthy

Therapeutics,thatdeliversclin-
ically-validated digital thera-
pies.

■ Strand Life Sciences, the
Bengalurubasedsilicotechnol-
ogy company named as the
technologypioneertwiceatthe
WorldEconomicForum.

■GraminHealthcare, that
provides primary healthcare
services inRural India.

Digital Education
■ Byjus, adda247,

Oliveboard, the country’s top
learningapps.

■ Learnyst, the all-in-one
platform that helps educators
build their own online plat-
formstoconduct liveclasses.

■ Kenznow, a top online
platformforeducationabroad.

■Auxilo, that offers study
loansfor Indianstudents.

Payments
■ Country’s leading pay-

ment apps Paytm, Razorpay,
andPhonePe.

■PineLabs,anIndianmer-
chantplatformvaluedatUSD1
billion.

■Avenues Payments, that
providesthepaymentgateway
CCAvenue that had partnered
60Indianbanks.

■ FSS payment gateway
that had partneredwithmer-
chants likeIRCTC.

Supply Chain
■MahindraLogistics
■ Truxapp, supply chain

transportapp
■ Shadowfax, a leading

crowdsourcedB2Blastmilede-
liveryservicesplatform

■Mojro, a logistics service
startup

■ Logistimo, supply chain
firmthatconnectsremotecom-
munitieswith essential serv-
ices.

DeliveryApps:
■Onlinesupermarketapps

Bigbasket and Daily Bazaar,
Zappfresh&FreshMeatMarket

■ Food delivery apps
Zomato, Swiggy and
FoodPanda;onlinemeatdeliv-
ery platforms; and now.bike,
B2Bdeliveryplatformformicro
retailers.
URBAN

TRANSPORTATION: Besides
Yulu, the database includes
Cityflo,theapp-basedpremium
daily commute company;
Rapido, one of India’s largest
bike taxi services; andLithium
UrbanTechnologies,afullyelec-
tricmobilityserviceprovider.
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Thecontroversyover
DelhiPolice’s
chargesheet
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In today’sepisodewe’re lookingatwhat
DelhiPolicesaid inasupplementary
chargesheet inaNortheastDelhi riotscase
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J&K to North-East, Rijiju to Mufti,
many Chief Ministers in between
leaders and bureaucrats from
theKashmirValleyandLadakh,
the arena of the current India-
China standoff at the Line of
ActualControl (LAC).
Chinawas ina face-offwith

India at Doklam in Sikkim in
2017;Beijinghadknockedatthe
UNSecurity Council seeking a
meetingtodiscussIndia’sabro-
gation of the special status of
JammuandKashmirlastAugust,
andearlierinMarchhadstalled
aUNSCproposal to designate
Jaish-e-Mohammad chief
MasoodAzharaglobalterrorist.
Beijing’s watch on the

North-East hasmany reasons.
Foroveradecade,China’sdam-
buildingspreeandwaterdiver-
sion plans along the
Brahmaputra (Yarlung

Tsangpo)onitssidealsoremain
asourceoftensionbetweenthe
two neighbours. Those in the
Zhenhualist includeat least12
current or former Chief
Ministersandtheirrelatives;10
servingministersholdinginfra-
structure portfolios such as
Power, Water Resources,
Irrigation, River Development
and PublicWorks, and several
key bureaucrats from
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur,Meghalaya,Nagaland,
Sikkim, Tripura and West
Bengal.
From Kiren Rijiju, Union

Ministerof State (Independent
Charge) for Youth Affairs and
Sports,toMehboobaMufti,for-
merChiefMinisterofJ&Kwhen
itwasastate—sheiscurrently

in detention — those being
monitored includeMeghalaya
ChiefMinisterConradSangma,
Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio and his deputy
YanthungoPatton.
Notonlydothesestatesand

UTsshareinternationalborders
with five countries including
China, they are key to the
Centre’sActEastPolicybeinga
criticalphysicalbridgebetween
IndiaandSouth-EastAsia.
Politically,therulingBJPhas

expandeditsfootprintinthere-
gion with its own Chief
Ministers inAssam,Arunachal
Pradesh,Manipur,andTripura,
since it assumedpower at the
Centrein2014.
Among those beingmoni-

tored are formermembers of

Parliament fromLadakh, lead-
ers of PDP and National
Conference in theValley; state
Congress President Ghulam
Ahmad Mir; former Union
Minister Saifuddin Soz; Karan
Singh,sonofHariSingh,thelast
kingoftheprincelystateofJ&K.
In OKIDB, former Chief

Ministers from theNorth-East
includetwofromAssam,three
fromArunachal Pradesh, two
fromMeghalaya,oneeachfrom
Manipur,SikkimandMizoram.
The listmentions bureau-

crats includingUmangNarula,
now advisor to Lieutenant
Governor in Ladakh, and Japu
Deru, former MLA from
Bomdilaand formeradvisor to
ArunachalChiefMinisterPema
Khandu.
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ADAYafterDelhiPolicearrested
formerJNUstudentleaderUmar
Khalid under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA),theCongressMondayap-
pearedcriticalofthemovewhile
theLeftoutrightlycondemnedit.
Arguing that UAPA is a

special law that should apply in
special circumstances, senior
Congress leader Salman
Khurshidsaidinvokingitincases
of protests will have a “chilling
effect”ondemocratic rights.
Rajya Sabha MP and

Congress spokesperson
AbhishekSinghvitoldTheIndian
Express: “Congresshasnoprob-
lemwithafair,non-discrimina-
tory,evenandbalancedapplica-
tion of the law. This is the
expectationinKhalid’scasealso.
Unfortunately, past events have
frequently belied suchexpecta-
tions.Wehopethatdoesnotre-
cur in this case. Apart from this
apprehension,webelieve inthe
lawtaking its course.”
Former Law Minister and

Rajya SabhaMPKapil Sibal told

TheIndianExpress:“Themanner
inwhich the police seems to be
investigating the Delhi riots es-
tablishestwothings—theinves-
tigationprocesshasbeensullied
and is proceeding in tandem
with political considerations of
the union government to brush
under thecarpet thecomplicity
of those who started the riots
and targetedpeople, andblame
thosewhowere thevictims.”
He said: “The fact that they

have obviously obtained state-
mentsseekingtonameacademi-
cians like Jayati Ghosh, leaders
likeSitaramYechuryandpeople
like Apoorvanandwho sympa-
thised with those who were
peacefully agitating shows the
extenttowhichthegovernment
will go to silence dissent. Even
economists,intellectualsandpo-
litical leaders arebeing targeted
toinstill fearinthemindsofoth-
ers.Thisaugursillfordemocracy
andisapointertotheslowdeci-
mationofConstitutionalvalues.”
LokSabhaMPShashiTharoor

tweeted: “PMsayshewelcomes
criticism, but forgets tomention
thecostof criticismtobepaidby
thosewhowhospeakout. In to-
day’s India, payback is only re-

servedtoourowncitizens,never
against countrieswho actually
questionandchallengeoursover-
eignty.#StandWithUmarKhalid.”
The Congress officially did

not react to thearrest.
TheCPMsaidKhalid’s arrest

underprovisionsofthe“dracon-
ian”UAPA is condemnable.
“Thiscomesfollowingthede-

tention,underUAPA,ofNatasha
Narwal,DevanganaKalita(JNU),
Ishrat Jahan, a formercouncillor
of theCongressparty, Jamiastu-
dentsMeeranHaider,alsoanRJD
youthleader,AsifTanha,Safoora
Zargar andGulfisha Fatima and

Shifa-Ur-Rehman,” it said, argu-
ing that while “top BJP leaders
whomadehatespeechesandin-
cited violence are protected by
the Central government, young
peaceful protesters against the
CAA are being targeted and ar-
rested citing the utterlymanu-
facturedversionofthecountry’s
HomeMinistry and the Delhi
Police linking anti-CAAprotests
withcommunalviolence”.
The Centre, the CPM said,

must stop the practice of the
SpecialBranchsummoninganti-
CAAactivistsforquestioningand
tryingtocoercethemintoimpli-
cating those targeted by the
HomeMinistryandthepolice.
TalkingtoTheIndianExpress,

Khurshidsaid:“If youngpeople
in their enthusiasm and pas-
sions cross the line, I would be
very surprised that they cross
the line to such an extent that
theycouldimposecriminalcul-
pabilityon them.”
“Butwedon’t knowenough.

Whatwehaveseenofthecharges
andchargesheetsthathavebeen
filed,theyareextremelyunsatis-
factory.Somejudgeshavepicked
themuptosaythatthisisnotfair.
Some judges have treated them

intheirroutinemannerinwhich
investigationshappenwhereyou
tilt in the favourof the investiga-
tionbecauseyoudon’twanttoin-
terfere with it. But the overall
picture is extremely unsatisfac-
tory,”hesaid.
The UAPA, he said, is being

imposed almost on a routine
manner on people who other-
wisewouldbegrantedbail.
“UAPA is imposed and then

they say this is a larger conspir-
acy... wewill needmore time to
investigatethelargerconspiracy.
So, this imposing of UAPA indis-
criminately inthismanner isex-
tremely unsatisfactory. Because
UAPA is about terrorismandnot
about anyone violating the nor-
mallawofthelandinwhichcase
the CrPC applies to them. But
UAPA is a special case and it is a
special law that should apply in
very special circumstances. And
I’mnot sure that it is very sensi-
ble for anyone to say therewas
large-scale intentat terrorismor
somethingakintoterrorismthat
happenswhenthesekindsofcivil
strikeshappenandpeoplecome
out toagitate, etc. It is extremely
unfairandhasachillingeffecton
democraticrights,”hesaid.
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9 retd IPS officers raise questions on riot probe

Cong joins chorus against UAPA in
Umar arrest: ‘Has chilling effect’

CPMTOOCONDEMNSMOVE

Policearrestedformer JNU
studentUmarKhalidunder
theUAPAonSunday

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

ACADEMICS, ARTISTS, activists
and lawyers Monday con-
demned Umar Khalid’s arrest
and invoking of UAPA against
him,evenasnineretiredIPSoffi-
cersquestionedtheDelhiPolice’s
investigationof theDelhi riots.
“As citizensdeeply commit-

ted to Constitutional values,we
condemn the arrest of Umar
Khalidwho has been subjected
to amalicious investigation tar-
geting peaceful anti-CAA pro-
testers...Withdeepanguish,we

havenodoubtinsayingthatthis
investigationisnotaboutthevi-
olenceinthenationalcapital,but
on the completely peaceful and
democratic protests across the
countryagainst theunconstitu-
tional CAA,” read a statement
by 36 signatories, including
Syeda Hameed, Arundhati Roy,
Ramachandra Guha, T M
Krishna, Brinda Karat, Jignesh
Mevani, P Sainath, Prashant
BhushanandHarshMander.
OnSunday,retiredIPSofficer

Julio Ribeiro, who was former
Mumbai police commissioner,
DGPGujaratandPunjab,andfor-
mer Indian Ambassador to

Romania, hadwritten to Delhi
Police Commissioner S N
Shrivastava, questioning the
probe into the Northeast Delhi
riots cases. On Monday, nine
more retired officers wrote an
open letter to Shrivastava re-
questing re-investigation of all
riot cases. Thesignatoriesof the
letter included former Director
GeneralNationalCrimeRecords
Bureau Shafi Alam and former
SpecialDirectorCBIKSaleemAli.
“Weweresadtonotethatone

of your Special Commissioners
had tried to influence investiga-
tions claiming resentment
amongHindusover thearrestof

some rioters belonging to their
community. Suchamajoritarian
attitude in the police leadership
leadstoatravestyofjusticeforthe
victimsofviolenceandtheirfam-
ilymembersbelongingtominor-
itycommunities.Thiswouldfur-
thermeanthattherealculpritsof
theviolencebelongingtothema-
joritycommunityarelikelytogo
scotfree,”readtheletter.
“Basing investigations on

‘disclosures’ without concrete
evidence violates all principles
of fair investigation.While im-
plicating leaders and activists,
who expressed their views
againstCAA,all thosewhoinsti-

gated violence and are associ-
atedwith the ruling party have
been letoff thehook,” it read.
Delhi Police’s Additional

PROAnilMittalsaidthat“inves-
tigationofall riotcaseshasbeen
doneprofessionallyandmetic-
ulously.Thematter issubjudice,
and any grievances in this re-
gardhavetoberaisedat theap-
propriate forum.Regardingthe
letter written by Special CP,
mentioned in this letter, the
matter has already been adju-
dicatedbytheDelhiHighCourt.
Primafacie,nothingwrongwas
found in issuing directions by
senior officers”.
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ADVERTORIAL

DETEL FAMILY

Consumer Electronics

B2B Platform Refurbished Devices

Electric Vehicle Health & Hygiene

National Engineer's Day

Engineering is a way of thinking!

Disrupting the Electronic Goods Industry to Reach the Masses!
What was your thought process
behind the conceptualisation of
Detel EV?

As soon as the Govt declared that by
2030, most of the automobile industry
will be electric, Dr Yogesh Bhatia,
Founder/CEO Detel India/ B2Badda.com
/PreLoved Device wanted to bring an af-
fordable electric vehicle in the market
with a price point attractive to the
masses. As a responsible brand, Detel
has always strived to bridge the gap be-
tween desirability and affordability by
launching economical, good quality
products.

How did you engineer this
product to make it the world's
most economical electric bike?

At the price point that we have
launched Detel
Easy EV, with
lithium ion bat-
tery and 3 years
warranty, we
have again given a disruptive price
point to our customers. EV with Lead
acid battery are available at more ex-
pensive price point with warranty of just
1 year.With Detel Easy, we are proud to
be a brand which is#connecting40cror-
eindians and#deteldecarbonisesindia.

Is India ready for electric bikes
and cars, as not many are using it
currently? What is your take on
this?

Depending on having charging sta-
tions is a big disadvantage for EV. But
with Launch of our first Electric vehicle
product, Detel Easy, which is easily
chargeable at home or office, we have
removed this hindrance too.The battery
can be dismantled and taken near a
charging point making it absolutely has-
sle free for our valuable customers.

What is the biggest challenge
that consumers face regarding

electric bikes? How is the indus-
try trying to resolve this?

The biggest challenge definitely is
high dependency on charging stations
for the electric vehicles. Detel Easy has
resolved this by breaking this entry level
barrier for the customers. Detel Easy is
as easy as charging your other gadgets
at home, or anywhere where there is a
plug point. Industry can definitely re-
solve this by introducing new products at
economical prices so that customers can
adapt to entry level products easily.

What can be done to provide a
boost to the EV industry in India?

EV user should be prioritised and in-
centivised by giving them parking con-
cessions/priority, toll concessions etc for
contributing to the environment by be-

ing responsible
customers.

What other
products do
you offer to

consumers?
Detel, a 3year old brand is one of the

top 100SMEs of India , associated with
consumer electronics. It also has a sub
brand DetelPro which is it's health and
hygiene vertical.The company also com-
prises of B2Badda.com, India's first hy-
brid online business platform and
PreLoved Device.

Being a start-up in the EV in-
dustry, what challenges do you
face?

We would like to make a significant
change through our vision of connect-
ing 40 crore Indians. There are several
challenges which we need to address
towards accomplishing our goal suc-
cessfully such as sourcing of raw mate-
rials, procurement and charging station
infrastructure.

What are your expectations
from the government?

The expectation from the govern-
ment is to prioritize EV consumers -
Parking space, charging station and sub-
sidy to EV manufacturing plants so as to
make it more affordable. This would
make us even more Atmanirbhar and
will resonate with government's vision
too.

Since your product prices are
low compared with other brands,
does this strategy hurt your
profit margins being a start-up?

As per our business philosophy, we
always try to bridge the gap between
desirability and affordability in each of
the category of our business. EV industry
is a new entrant for us, so the price
point was necessary to meet this goal
of making our EV consumers adapt to
this innovative product.

What is the vision of Detel In-
dia?

Detel India vision is to establish Detel
Brand as a trustworthy, reliable, value
for money,“Make in India” brand for all
Indians and hopefully, in future, for the
global community as well.

What will be your advice to
budding engineers and engineer-

ing start-ups of today?
On this special day, we would like to

thank all our bright engineers of India
for bringing so much recognition glob-
ally.With the vision of our cabinet min-
ister,Mr Nitin Gadkari to see India as a
global hub for EV industry,we would be
delighted to see more indigenous, eco
friendly, innovative and economical
products to make India be ahead of the
world in EV industry.

Your advice to your fellow
business fraternity. Your words
of wisdom on adapting change?

Without sounding too philosophi-
cal, I would say "badlaav hee samay
ka niyam hai" – those who cannot
change their minds cannot change
anything. Do not be rigid about your
products or markets. Be ready to
change your thinking, strategy,
and processes according to the market
situations. We all have suddenly
encountered “the unexpected”. This
will result in markets changing; in the
short, medium, and long term. Do not
be afraid of taking decisions and
to adapt to continuously changing
conditions.

Celebrated in the loving memory of Sir M Visvesvaraya, one
of India’s finest engineers of all times, National Engineers
Day celebrates the noble profession of engineering and its

various contributions to mankind

IT IS a given that for growth of our so-
ciety and its success, engineering as
a profession is of immense impor-

tance to mankind. Since time immemor-
ial, engineers have put their efforts in
“transforming the theoretical to the
practical for the betterment of all.” The
term engineering is derived from the
Latin ingenium, meaning "cleverness"
and ingeniare, meaning "to contrive,
devise".

Born on September 15, 1861, in Mud-
denahalli village of Karnataka, the
Bharat Ratna awardee Sir Mokshagun-
dam Visvesvaraya was a stellar Indian

civil engineer of his time. He contributed
significantly to India’s progress and
went on to become the country’s “most
prolific civil engineer, dam builder, econ-
omist, statesman, and can be counted
among the last century’s foremost na-
tion-builders.” Among his notable con-
tributions are the construction of the Kr-
ishna Raja Sagara Dam in Mysore as
well as the flood protection system for
the city of Hyderabad.While he was the
chief engineer for the former, he was the
chief designer for the latter.

Sir M Visvesvaraya is credited with his
contribution to harnessing water re-

sources in the country and was chiefly
responsible for the building and consol-
idation of dams across the country. Hon-
ouring Sir M Visvesvaraya’s innovative
and novel engineering solutions, every
year our country celebrates National En-
gineers Day on 15 September, as a trib-
ute towards his remarkable achieve-
ments for the betterment of our society.
“Due to his outstanding contribution to
the society, Government of India con-
ferred 'Bharat Ratna' on this legend in
the year 1955. He was also awarded the
British knighthood by King George V,
and hence has the honorific ‘sir’”.

“Realising the rural India’s hesitation
for putting huge investments in

electronic goods, Dr.Yogesh Bhatia,
Founder & CEO of Detel India,

b2badda.com and PreLoved Device,
relied on his over 23 years of extensive
experience to establish Detel India –

an affordable, yet technologically
advanced consumer electronics brand.

The brand’s vision is to make such
electronic goods and products that

are accessible in every nook and
corner of the country.

With every purchase of
EV, Detel is proud
to gift a tree to it's
customer, in his name.
The customer will
also get the geo
location of the tree
along with a certificate.
A humble initiative by
Detel for our mother
earth, for a greener,
healthier India.
#deteldecarboniseindia
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A 25-YEAR-OLD doctor who
completed his MBBS from AI-
IMS diedMondaymorning af-
terhavingbattledCovidforover
amonth.
Dr Vikas Solanki, a resident

ofHisar inHaryana, testedpos-
itive for the disease lastmonth
and had been availing treat-
mentatahospital there.Hewas
shifted to the AIIMS campus in
Jhajjar as his complications
grew.
OnSaturday,DrSolankiwas

shiftedfromtheJhajjarcampus
toAIIMSTraumaCentreinDelhi
andwasput onventilator.
Dr Ajay Mohan, a surgery

resident at AIIMS, who was
Solanki's senior during their
MBBSdaysat the Institute, said
he died at 8.30 am at the
Trauma Centre. Mohan said
Solankiwas initially “asympto-
matic” and that the virus “first
impacted his pancreas leading
to hypoglycemia and sepsis.
Slowly,hisorgansstartedshut-
tingdown.Heunderwentdial-
ysis too — the condition of his
lungsdeteriorated and thenon
Monday morning, he passed
away.Hewasadynamicyoung
man; it's so heartbreaking and
scary."
Friendsandcolleagueswho

worked with him at AIIMS de-
scribed him as a topper, and a
jovialpersonwithagreatvision.
According to doctors, Solanki
left the institute in 2018-2019,
but planned to apply for anon-

academic job in the institute.
Dr Wamiqur Rehman

Gajdhar, his senior and a close
friend from his AIIMS days,
who recently lost his father to
Covid, said, “I was yet to come
out of the grief of losingmy fa-
ther,andnownewsaboutVikas
has left me heartbroken. He
was one of the brightest stu-
dents I have met at AIIMS. He
had knowledge about every-
thing — frommedicine to phi-
losophy, politics to history.We
had a lot of common interests
andbondedwellduringoured-
ucational journey.”
In2015,DrSolankihadgone

toLehwhereheandhis friends
sponsored the fee of students
fromclassesVI toX in a school.
“For two years, not a single

childhadtopayapennyfored-
ucation. He always asserted
that investment on education
by thegovernment canchange
the face of India,” said Dr
AbhinavSinghVerma,aneuro-
surgeon at AIIMS who studied
with him.
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FOLLOWINGA strike by admin-
istrative staff and teachers of
NorthMCDagainstadelayinpay-
mentof salary,nursesatthecor-
poration’sKasturbaHospitalheld
a two-hour protest onMonday.
Nurses in other hospitals and
health facilities runbytheNorth
MCD, whose salaries too have
been delayed by threemonths,
are likelytojointheprotest.
B L Sharma, president of the

hospital’snurses’union,saidthey
werelastpaidinMay.Hesaidthe
protestwill go on till they get an
assurance from the administra-
tion.ThiscomesevenastheDelhi
HighCourtintervenedinthemat-

terandaskedthecivicbodytopay
salaries.
Explaining the delay, North

body deputy standing commit-
tee chairperson Ritu Goel said
aroundRs 950 crore is due from
Delhi government. “Besides col-
lectionsfromstampduty,adver-

tising, toll taxandother revenue
sourceshavedecreased,”shesaid.
Indu Jamwal, president of

Hindu Rao hospital’s Nurses’
Welfare Association, said, “Why
doesn’t the Central government
intervene?Aretheynotawareof
what ishappeninginDelhi?”
SagardeepSingh,generalsec-

retary of theHinduRaohospital
resident doctors’ association,
which isalsoaCovid facility, said
theylastreceivedsalariesforJune.
“The situation here is such that
senior resident doctors either
don’twanttojoinordon’twantto
renewtheircontractonceitends.”
AAP leader Durgesh Pathak

hadtweetedaskingtheBJPtoim-
mediately pay the salaries. A
Delhigovernmentspokesperson
didnotcomment.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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AAP FOUNDER member and
civil rights lawyer Prashant
Bhushan, who was expelled
from the party in 2015, has
claimed that the India Against
Corruption(IAC)movementwas
"proppedupbytheBJPandRSS"
to bring down the UPA govern-
ment.
Bhushanwasacoremember

of IAC,whichwas theprecursor
to AAP led by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal. In
2015, hewas expelled from the
partyalongwithYogendraYadav
over alleged "anti-party activi-
ties".
In an interview with India

Today TV's Rajdeep Sardesai,
Bhushan said: "In hindsight
therearetwothingsthatIdore-
gret. One is not seeing that the
movementwastoalargeextent
supported and propped up by
theBJP-RSS for theirownpoliti-
cal purposes to bring down the

Congress government and get
themselves inpower.”
"I have no doubt about it

(RSS-BJP role) today. He (Anna
Hazare) was also probably not
awareof it,Arvindwasawareof
it, Ihaveverylittledoubtof that.
The second regret that I have is
nothavingunderstoodArvind's
character earlier enough. I un-
derstood it too late by which
timewehadactuallycreatedan-
otherFrankenstein'smonsterso
tosay,"hesaid.
When contacted, an AAP

spokesperson and Yadav de-
clinedtocommentonBhushan's
allegations. While Yadav sup-
ported the IAC fromoutside, he
joined forces with Kejriwal in
August2012aftertheannounce-
mentonAAP's launch.

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
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THE CENTREMonday told the
SupremeCourtthattherewillbe
noremovalofslumclustersalong
railwaytracksinDelhitillthede-
partments concerned that are
looking into the issue come up
withadecision.
Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta conveyed this to a bench
headedbyChief Justiceof IndiaS
ABobde,which tooknoteof the
submission and adjourned the
hearingbyfourweeks.
“Mr TusharMehta, learned

Solicitor General appearing on
behalf of the respondent, Union
of India, states that theMinistry
of Railways, the Ministry of
Housing andUrban Affairs, and
theGovernmentofNCTofDelhi
aregoingtotakeadecisiononthe
issue raised in the instant inter-
locutory applications and till
thentheywillnottakeanycoer-
cive action against the slum
dwellers. Stand over for four
weeks,”thebench,alsocompris-
ing Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramaniam, said in its
order.
The submission camewhen

thecourttookupforhearingap-
plicationsincludingonebyDelhi
Congress leader Ajay Maken
against theSC’sAugust31direc-
tion to remove 48,000 jhuggis
along railway tracks, including

encroachments in the railway
safetyzone,withinthreemonths.
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal said in the Delhi
Assembly onMonday that the
Centre’s affidavit was positive
andthedifferentagencies in the
citywillhavetoworktogetherto
ensure jhuggi dwellers are not
left stranded.
TheAugust31orderdirected

that “a comprehensive plan for
removalof jhuggisbemadeand
executedinaphasedmanner”.It
also directed that “encroach-
ments which are there in the
safetyzonesshouldberemoved
withinaperiodof threemonths
and no interference, political or
otherwise, should be there and
nocourtshallgrantanystaywith
respect to removal of the en-

croachmentsintheareainques-
tion”.
The direction came after the

Railwayspointedouttothecourt
in amatter of removal of plastic
and other garbage along the
tracks that “there are predomi-
nant presence of jhuggis” along
“140kmroute length of track in
Delhi”.
Kejriwal also said rehabilita-

tion of jhuggi dwellers before
demolition of their houseswas
mandatory as per law. He also
saidremovingjhuggisduringthe
pandemicwould lead to prob-
lems:“Weshouldnotproceedin
thisdirectiontillthetimecorona
subsides so that these areas do
notbecomehotspotsandleadto
spreadofdisease.”
The Delhi government had

earlier written to the Northern
Railways,tellingthemthatjhuggi
residentscanbeshiftedtohouses
builtbyitonpaymentofuptoRs
11lakhperhouse,butnotbefore
Marchnextyear.
“If politicians or officers do

notworkforaday, lifewillmove
on, but if jhuggi dwellers don’t
work, the city will come to a
stop…In70years, noonemade
housing plans for them. This is
whyjhuggismushroomed…Till
thetimeIamalive,Iwon’tletyou
suffer. If I have to plead or fight
withanyone, Iwill do it. I assure
you,eithertheCentreorthestate
willgiveyoualternatehousing,”
hesaid.
Senior advocate Abhishek

Manu Singhvi, appearing in the
matterMonday,urgedthecourt
to order a status quo, but the
bench pointed out that the
Centre has already stated that
therewill be statusquo till ade-
cision is taken.
Singhvi said that somedem-

olitions had taken place last
week. Mehta, however, said
these might have been under
some other order but not the
August31order.
Maken, inhisplea,urgedthe

court to direct authorities to re-
habilitate slumdwellers before
evictingthemandremovingthe
clustersaspertheDelhiSlum&JJ
Rehabilitation and Relocation
Policy,2015,andtheprotocol(for
removalof jhuggis).

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER14

AROUND96,000peopleinDelhi,
whowereputunderhomeisola-
tion, have so far recovered from
Covid-19while 30 deaths have
been registered in this category,
ChiefMinisterArvindKejriwalin-
formed the Delhi Legislative
Assemblyduringaone-dayspe-
cialsessiononMonday.
As per figures shared by the

CM, out of 1.88 lakh recoveries
recorded in Delhi so far, 51.18%
peoplegotcuredunderhomeiso-
lation,whichhe saidwas reflec-
tive of the success of the experi-
ment that encouragedpeople to
get tested and also prevented
healthcare infrastructure from
gettingoverwhelmed.
The Delhi government’s

September14healthbulletinsaid
16,568 patients remain under
homeisolationinthecity.
“Once we introduced the

home isolation protocol, people
stopped avoiding tests.
Otherwise,manydid so to avoid
going to quarantine centres. In
fact,contrarytoperception,fam-
ilymembersofapersonactually
takegreatcareofasickperson.All
across theworld, healthcare in-
frastructure came under great
strain andwe thought if devel-
oped countries are struggling to
cope,whatwill be the situation
here. Hence, we encouraged
homeisolation,”Kejriwalsaid.
Participating in a short dura-

tion discussion, Kejriwal said
CovidcasesrapidlygrewinDelhi

as 32,000 passengers had re-
turned to the city from various
foreign countries byMarch 22.
"Outofalltheflightsreturningto
India, 80%-90% landed inDelhi.
And at that point, therewereno
norms on isolation, quarantine,
therewasnoICMRguideline.On
March 22, the Delhi Health
Secretarywrote to districtmag-
istratesdirectingthemtoidentify
all 32,000 passengerswho had
returned. It was an impossible
task. Only around that time did
the Centre issue guidelines to
quarantinesuchpeople.
"They came from countries

which had a high prevalence of
thevirus.Wedidnothaveenough

PPEs,testingkits.Theymusthave
spreadthevirustoagreatextent.
IalsowanttothanktheCentrefor
providingus testingkits, oxygen
cylinders. If the Centre says it
tackled coronavirus alone, it
wouldbe lying, and ifwesaywe
controlledthesituationalone,we
wouldbe lying. Itwasa teamef-
fortwhich also involvedNGOs,
spiritual organisations, etc,"
Kejriwalsaid.
Asperrecords,thedecisionto

screenforeignreturnpassengers
attheairportandsharetheircon-
tactswiththedistrictadministra-
tions was taken on March 3,
when the city had one positive
case. According to official docu-

ments, theCMwas informedon
March 8 that "1,40,603 passen-
gers have been screened at the
Delhi Airport and placed under
surveillance".
OnMonday, theCMalsosaid

that since July26, 5,264patients
from other states have been
treatedatDelhigovernmenthos-
pitals. He said the testing rate in
Delhi per 10 lakhper day stands
at3,000,whichwasonaparwith
theUnitedKingdom.
"The corresponding figures

are1,388 inUSA, 2,311 inRussia,
and 858 in Peruwhile India has
anaverageof819testspermillion
perday,"theCMadded.Delhire-
liesheavilyonrapidantigentests,
which have a sensitivity rate of
50.6% to 84%. Till August 27, less
than1%rapidtestswerefollowed
upthroughRT-PCR.

KEJRIWALSAYSSHOULDWAITTILLCOVIDSUBSIDES

SChaddirectedtoremove48,000 jhuggisalongrly tracks

AIIMS grapples
with case of both
Covid and dengue

3,035 FROM SOL, 285 STUDENTS FROM REGULAR COLLEGES, NCWEB REGISTERED FOR PHYSICAL EXAM

Few opt for offline test as second phase of OBE kicks off in Delhi Univ
SUKRITABARUAH
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER14

THE SECOND phase of Delhi
University’s Open Book
Examination(OBE)kickedoffon
Mondaywith very few students
appearingfortheexamintheof-
flinephysicalmode.
The firstphaseof theOBE for

final year undergraduate and
postgraduate studentshadbeen
conductedcompletelyintheon-
linemodelastmonth.Thesecond
phaseisnowbeingconductedfor
students who did not attempt

their examinations in the first
phase,andforPWDstudentswho
wish to improve their perform-
ances. In the secondphase, both
offline and online options have
beenprovided.
However,onlyasmallminor-

ityofstudentshaveregisteredfor
the offlinemode. Out of 13,815
studentsfromtheSchoolofOpen
Learningwhohaveregisteredfor
the exam, only 3,035 have se-
lected the offlinemode. Apart
fromthatonly285studentsfrom
regular colleges and the Non-
CollegiateWomen’s Education
Board (NCWEB) opted for the

physicalexam.
While fewhad opted for the

physical exam, even fewer ap-
pearedattheircentresonthefirst
dayof theexams.
Of the 46 students fromSOL

whowere supposed to take the
test at Deshbandhu College on
Monday, theprincipalof thecol-
legeRajivAggarwalsaidonly22-
23studentsturnedup.
Payal Mago, principal of

Shaheed Rajguru College of
AppliedSciencesforWomen,also
saidthatonlyaround50%candi-
datesappearedatthecentre."We
weresupposedtohave75candi-

dates today but half appeared.
However, we had not been ex-
pectingmore since these stu-
dents could also give it online if
they wanted so that would be
preferableforthem,”shesaid.
AtDeshbandhuCollege,most

candidates—allfromSOL—who
appeared for the examsaid that
they hadmissed the first phase
becauseof lackof information.
“Ihadthree ‘back’papersbut

Ididn’tevenknowthattheseex-
amswerehappening.Thisexam
happened on August 10 and I
foundoutabout itonAugust11,”
saidKuldeep.

Another student Rishikesh
Rajputsaidthathehadattempted
the paper in the onlinemode in
thefirstphaseitselfbuthadfailed
to submit. “Since I don’t know
whether itwill be considered or
not, Iwantedtogive itphysically
thistime,”hesaid.
Insomeexamcentres,physi-

cal exams did not begin on the
firstday.
“Eightstudentshadpapersto-

day and theyall gave their exam
online.WehaveonePWDstudent
whomight come for an offline
examonTuesday,” said Ramjas
CollegeprincipalManojKhanna.

CMKejriwalspeaksat theLegislativeAssemblyMonday

Centre tells SC: No immediate
removal of jhuggis at Rly linesSISODIA TESTS

COVID POSITIVE

New Delhi: Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia
testedpositiveforCovid-19
on Monday. He is under
homeisolation.“Atpresent,
Ihavenofeveroranyother
symptoms and I am fine,”
he tweeted. Several MLAs
— includingMadipurMLA
GirishSoni,KarolBaghMLA
Vishesh Ravi, RK Puram
MLAParmilaTokas—were
found positive after they
weretestedaheadofaone-
daysessionMonday.ENS

THEFIRSTphasewas
heldonlyintheonline
mode.Thesecondphase
isnowbeingconducted
forstudentswhodidnot
attempttheirexamina-
tionsinthefirstphase,
andforPWDstudents
whowishtoimprove
theirperformances.

Online&
offline

Attheprotest inKasturba
hospitalonMonday

StudentsatDeshbandhuCollegeMonday. TashiTobgyal

25-yr-old doc dies
after month-long
battle with Covid

DrVikasSolankicompleted
hisMBBS fromAIIMS.He
wasundergoingtreatment
atAIIMSJhajjar

Once its core member, Bhushan
says IAC propped up by RSS, BJP

TESTING: DELHI VERSUSABROAD
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ASTHASAXENA
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER14

AS DELHI continues to battle
Covid-19, a case of co-infection
with dengue is throwing up a
healthchallengefordoctorsdue
tooverlapping initial symptoms
and laboratory parameters of
bothdiseases.Inonesuchcase,a
30-year-oldwomanwho tested
positive for Covid and dengue
wassuccessfullytreatedatAIIMS.
On August 23, the woman

came to the hospital’s medical
emergencywithmoderategrade
fever,chills,headache,bodypain,
jointpain, and fatigue.However,
shedidnotshowanyrespiratory
symptoms such as sore throat,
coughandbreathlessness.
Doctors found that her

plateletcountwaslow.Asshealso
had fever, a Covid testwas per-
formedwhichreturnedpositive.
“Wealsosuspecteddengueas

she had fever,muscle and joint
pain,and lowplateletcount. She
turned out to be positive for
dengueNS1antigen.Malariatest
forPFandPVwerenegative,”said
DrAshutoshBiswas,professorof
medicine,AIIMS.
While most dengue cases

throwup a negative test in 5-7
days,thewomanwaspositiveun-
til the10thdayof illness. “This is
an unusual finding in this case.
The reason isnot clear as towhy
the infectivity period of dengue
(NS1+ve)isincreasedinthepres-
ence of Covid-19 infection in an
individual,”saidDrBiswas.
The patientwas discharged

afterninedaysofhospitalstay.
Fifty-three dengue patients

were admitted to AIIMS till
Septemberthisyear,ofwhich42
werebroughtposttheCovidout-
break. However, only onewas
found to have a co-infection. In
Delhi, 131 cases of dengue and
114casesofmalariahavebeenre-
portedsofar.
“Thisisanewexperienceand

weexpectthatdengueisalsogo-
ing to have a similar kind of
pathogenesis like Covid. In
dengueandCovid-19,almost80%
of patients are asymptomatic.
Withachange in theseason, the
number of dengue and Covid
casesmay increase, andthatcan
beacauseofworry.Bothviruses
cause cytokine storm and if in-
fectedwith both, the severity of
the illnesswill increase,” added
DrBiswas.
Accordingtoexperts,bothvi-

raldiseasesdon’thaveanyantivi-
ralsdrugsorvaccine, and, there-
fore, it is extremely important to
look aftermanagement of such
patients.Falsepositivityisalsore-
ported to be high among co-in-
fectioncases,whichmaycreatea
diagnosticchallenge.
“Ifadenguepatientisalsoin-

fectedwithCovid-19,themortal-
ityratemaybehigh.Patientman-
agementhastobeplannedwell...
Many hospitals in Delhi are
Covid-only… the government
willhavetoplanthis,”hesaid.

The30-year-oldwoman
whotestedpositive
forCovidanddengueis
thefirstsuchcaseatthe
institute,saiddoctors

BRIEFLY
CMlaudsJEE
mainsqualifiers
NewDelhi:Over 500 stu-
dents fromDelhi govern-
mentschoolsqualifiedthe
recently concluded JEE
mains. Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said,
“Congratulations to each
studentandteachers.Am
proudofyou.”

Farmers
stoppedat
border
Noida: A farmers group
protestingagainstagricul-
tural ordinances was
stopped at Ghaziabad
borderwhile enroute to
JantarMantarMonday.

Womanheld
forkilling
daughter
Noida: A 32-year-old
womanwas arrested for
allegedly killing her
daughterinNoida'sSector
49. The accused’s family
hastoldpolicethatshehas
beensufferingfrommen-
tal health issues and
would oftenhave violent
episodes.

Manheld
forrobbery
Noida:A35-year-oldman
was arrested by Noida
Police for allegedly rob-
bingpeopleaftermeeting
themonthepretextofsell-
ingproductsonOLX.ENS

Another salary protest, this time
by Kasturba hospital nurses

96,000 recoveries under home
isolation prove its success: CM
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Total Vacant
HOSPITAL BEDS 14,456 7,767
VENTILATORS 1,222 461

Dailycases Recoveries Deaths Tests
Sep13 4,235 3,403 29 56,656
Sep14 3,229 3,374 26 44,884
Total 28,641* 1,88,122 4,770 21,84,316

CORONAVIRUS
IN THECAPITAL *T
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TOTAL CASES

2,21,533

Source: ourworldindata.org

Bhushanwasexpelled from
theparty in2015

New Delhi
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OBJECTIONS PUT IN FORCEFULLY

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

THEOTHERWISE noisy first day of the ses-
sionwas subdued onMonday, but opposi-
tion parties put their objections to the gov-
ernment’sattemptson“coercivefederalism”
and“misuseof Presidentialpowerson issu-
ingordinances” forcefully.
Oppositionmembers fromtheCongress

and the TMC expressed objections to the
government’s move to do away with
QuestionHourandtheissuingofordinances
during the lockdownperiod.
Opposing Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman’smovetowithdrawtheBanking
Regulation (Amendment) Bill, N K
Premachandranof RSPpointedout that the
Bill was introduced in the House onMarch
3, but an ordinance was promulgated on
June26.
Hesaid:“Normallyanordinanceisprom-

ulgated only in extraordinary situations....
When the governmentmakes a legislative
proposal, the long-term interest of society
hastobetakenintoaccount.Shebroughtthe
Billwithoutapplyinglegislativewisdom.So
lackofseriousnessonthepartofgovernment
in legislative process is well proved in
this case.”
Hearguedthatthegovernmenthastaken

Presidentialpowers forgranted.

Sitharaman countered saying the ordi-
nancewasbroughtinasseveralcooperative
banks were facing stress during the pan-
demic.“Butwhatwearebringing,afterwith-
drawing thatBillwhichcame in the formof

ordinance, is essentially what the Bill of
March2020had, togetherwithafewthings
added — such as giving Reserve Bank (of
India) a chance tobeable to restructureany
distressedcooperativebanksincasetheyare
inseveredistress,” shesaid.
Opposing introduction of the Essential

Commodities (Amendment) Bill,
Congress’sGauravGogoisaid itderegulates
certain commodities, thus depriving state
governments of this control. He said, “This
deprivation of this essential responsibility
comes without any consultation with
states. This impingement on state powers
without any consultation renders the Bill
ultra vires.”
TMC’sSougataRoycalledit“coercivefed-

eralism” by the Centre.” Pointing out that
states had the power to regulate stocks, he
said: “It was necessary for avoiding hoard-
ing and blackmarketing or seasonal short-
ages during floods or droughts. This
power was wholly with the state govern-
ment.Now,thispowerisbeingtakenoverby
the Central Government, and powers of
state governments to regulate have been
circumscribed.”
CongressMPShashiTharooropposedthe

move to introduce The Farmers’ Produce
Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation)Bill, saying that it violatesbasic
tenetsof federalismbecauseagricultureisin
thestate list.

‘Attack on federal structure’: Oppn
slams farm sector, co-op banks Bills

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

MONDAY’S FOUR-HOUR session of the Lok
Sabha on the first day of Monsoon Session
was, in away, dominated by the pandemic.
Frommembers arriving inmasks to their
seats rearranged in keeping seating with
physical distancing norms, and from
Oppositionmembers’criticismofthemoveto
doawaywithQuestionHourtorepeatedre-
mindersbySpeakerOmBirlathattheHouse
ismeetinginan“extraordinarysituation”,the
pandemicloomedlargeovertheproceedings.
More than twodozenMPs belonging to

variousparties testedpositive, sourcescon-
firmed.TheLokSabhasecretariatrefusedto
divulgedetails.
Contrary to apprehension, the turnout

seemedtohavesurprisedsecretariatsofboth
Houses. In Lok Sabha, Birla expressed satis-
factionover the elaborate preparations and
cooperation he received fromMPs, cutting
across party lines. “I am happy thatMPs in
largenumbershave turnedup,”hesaid.
Sources said more than 300 MPs at-

tendedtheproceedings.
WhentheHousemetafteradjourningfor

anhourfollowingobituaryreferencestode-
ceasedmembers,includingformerPresident
PranabMukherjee,theOppositioncriticised
the government vehemently. As
ParliamentaryAffairsMinisterPralhadJoshi
said that the decision to do away with

Question Hourwas to keep “movement of
officialstobareminimum”,Congress leader
ofHouseAdhirRanjanChowdhury said the
“arguments and rationale” cited for can-
celling itwas“far fromconvincing”.Hesaid,
“Question Hour is the essence of
Parliamentarydemocracy...becauseitmakes
theexecutiveanswerableandaccountable.”

FellowCongressMPManishTewaricited
the book ‘Parliamentary Practice and
ProcedureofParliament’,byMNKaulandS
L Sakhdher, to point out that the House
shouldunanimously agree todoawaywith
QuestionHour.
AIMIMmember Asaduddin Owaisi also

saidQuestionHouris“essential fortheexis-

tenceof Parliamentarydemocracy”.
The government argued that the

Parliamentary Affairs minister as well as
DefenceMinisterRajnathSinghhavehaddis-
cussionswiththeOppositionoverthemove.
TheZeroHour–halved fromonehour—

also sawthepandemic figure inmany issues
raised. BJP member Bhanu Pratap Verma
(Jalaun)andCongress'sVKSreekandan(Pala-
kkad)wantedresumptionofrailwayservices,
cancelledduring the lockdown, in their con-
stituencies.ApnaDalMPAnupriyaPatelasked
thegovernmenttohelpstudentswhoareun-
abletoacquirelaptoportabletforonlineclasses
byenhancingDTHservicestoruralareas.
Shiv Sena’s Shrirang Appa Barne asked

the Centre to pay GST dues toMaharashtra
tofightthespreadofcoronavirusinthestate.
InhisdetailedstatementontheCovid-19

situation, HealthMinister Harsh Vardhan
said the battle against the virus is far from
overandstressed theneed to continuepre-
cautionarymeasures. On a vaccine against
Covid-19, Vardhan said: “Globally, around
145 candidate vaccines are in pre-clinical
evaluationand35vaccinesinclinicaltrial. In
India...morethan30vaccinecandidateshave
beensupported,whichareindifferentstages
of development.”

RS adoptsmotion to do
awaywith QuestionHour

InRajyaSabha, oppositionparties appealed
to the government to not do away with

QuestionHourandsaidquestioningthegov-
ernment liesat theheartof democracy.
After Pralhad Joshi moved amotion to

suspend rules relating to starred questions
and private members’ business in Rajya
Sabha, TMC leader Derek O’Brien, who
moved an amendment to themotion, said,
“It (Question Hour) is the heart of
Parliamentarydemocracy; it is theonlyone
houreverydaywhere theOppositionques-
tions theministers.”
O’Brien said Question Hour has never

been suspended before “in a regular ses-
sion”; it has “only happened during the
Chinese incursion in 1962 and during the
Emergencymaybe,”hesaid.
LeaderofOppositionGhulamNabiAzad

said since “people have no access ormeans
to pass questions to a minister inside
Parliament,”theirrepresentatives—theMPs
—askquestionsontheirbehalf.
ChairmanMVenkaiahNaidusaidhe,too,

is keen to have the Question Hour but “we
aremeeting inextraordinary times”.
On doing away with Question Hour,

Naidu said, “...there were a number of in-
stanceswhenithasbeendone.Idonotwant
to join the debatewith anybody.... In 1962,
1975, 1976, 1991, 2001— it has been done
umpteennumberof times. I amnot justify-
ing thaton thataccount."
O’Brien’s amendmentwas rejected and

government’smotion to suspendQuestion
Hour for thesessionwasadopted.

—WITHKRISHNKAUSHIK

Speaker remindsmembersof extraordinarysituation;Oppnmembers raisequestionsonmovetodoawaywithQuestionHour

OnDay 1, pandemic issues prevail in proceedings

DistancingmarksinplaceMonday.MorethantwodozenMPsfromvariousparties
werefoundCovidpositive intestsconductedbeforethesessiongotunderway.PTI

■OnthefirstdayofMonsoon
session,notasingleMPwasspotted
withoutamask.Manywereusing
disposablesurgicalmasksandsome
re-usablecottonmasks.Prime
MinisterNarendraModiworea
three-plymask.SomeMPsseemto
havegoneforabitof glamouron
masks, likeFinanceMinister
NirmalaSitharamanandLJP'sChirag
Paswan.SomeTMCMPswore
customisedmasks.BJP'sMPfrom
Telangana’sNizamabad,Arvind
Dharmapuri,woreamaskof the
samematerialashissaffronkurta.

■Akeychallengetoconduct the
sessionamidthepandemichas
beentoensuresocialdistancing
betweenthemembers.Membersof
bothHouseshavebeenseated in
chambersandgalleriesacross two
Houses. Itwouldappear thatboth
Houseshavesimilararrangements,
but it isnotso. LokSabhahas
transparentscreensoneachseat to
enhancesocialdistancing;Rajya
Sabhadoesnothavethem.Rajya
SabhachairmanMVenkaiahNaidu
onMondayrequestedmembers to
notcometotheWell toapproach
officersof thesecretariat—which
hasbeencordonedoff.When
Harivanshwasre-electedDeputy
Chairman,NaiduaskedtheLeader
of theHouseandtheLeaderof
Oppositiontoescorthimtothe
designatedchair,butaskedthemto
not toucheachother.

THEPANDEMICEFFECT

NOQUESTIONHOUR:
MYQUESTIONS

■ What steps is the govt
planning to take on
unemployment front?

■What does govt plan
to do to boost the
economy?

■What about the Covid
situation?Didwemake
mistakes?

■Why are cases spiking
somuch?
A regularQuestionHour
would have givenmembers
the opportunity to ask
supplementary questions on
the floor of theHouse. Now,
wewill not get a chance to
cross-examineministers

ADHIRRANJANCHOWDHURY,
Congress

House Diaries

Eight Bills tabled, two pending ones
get LS nod; govt says MSP will stay
HARIKISHANSHARMA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

THEGOVERNMENTonMonday introduced
eightBillsinLokSabha,whiletwopendingBills
werepassed.
Five of these Billswere introduced to re-

place ordinances: Farmers (Empowerment
andProtection)AgreementonPriceAssurance
andFarmServicesBill,2020;EssentialComm-
odities(Amendment)Bill;Salary,Allowances
andPensionofMembersofParliament(Ame-
ndment) Bill; Banking Regulation (Ame-
ndment)Bill;andFarmers’ProduceTradeand
Commerce(PromotionandFacilitation)Bill.
The three others are new: The Bilateral

Netting of Qualified Financial Contracts Bill,
2020; Assisted Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Bill; and Factoring Regulation
(Amendment)Bill.
AgricultureMinisterNarendraSinghTomar

moved twokeyBills aimedat implementing
reformsinthefarmsector.TheFarmers’Prod-
uce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation)Bill is aimedatallowing sale and
purchaseoffarmproduceoutsidegovernment-
regulatedAgriculturalProduceMarketComm-
itteemandis.Anordinanceonthiswasprom-
ulgatedonJune5.TheBillbroughttoreplaceit
comesata timewhenfarmers inPunjaband
Haryanaareprotestingagainsttheordinance.
Thefarmersarguethattheordinanceintends
tophaseoutthesystemofminimumsupport
price.NeithertheordinancenortheBillmen-
tionsanythingonthis.TheOppositionhasalso
protestedacentral legislationonthis, asagri-

cultureisastatesubject.Rejectingthecharges,
Tomar said, “Don’t doubt thewisdomof the
government.Whatever legislationwehave
brought,thegovernmenthaslegalright.”
HeassuredtheHousethattheMSPwillstay.

“Iwanttoassureonbehalfof thegovernment
thatMSPwasthere,isthere,andwillcontinue
tobethere,”hesaid.
While farmers arealsoprotestingagainst

the Price Assurance and FarmServices Bill,
Tomarsaidthis,too,isintheirinterest.
TheEssentialCommodities(Amendment)

BillwillreplacetheordinanceissuedonJune5.
Through this, thegovernmenthas amended
theEssential CommoditiesAct, 1955,which
providedfor impositionof stocklimitof food-
stuff, including cereals, pulses, potato, onion,
edibleoilseedandoil. Salary, Allowances and
PensionofMP(Amendment)Billhasbeenin-

troduced to replace the ordinance promul-
gated to cut salaries of MPs during the
pandemic.
Bilateral Netting of Qualified Financial

ContractsBillseekstoprovideforenforceabil-
ityofnettingofaqualifiedfinancialcontract.
Assisted Reproductive Technology

(Regulation)Billproposestoregulateassisted
reproductive technology services. Factoring
Regulation(Amendment)Billseekstoamend
Section3towidenthescopeoffinanciersand
permitotherNBFCstoalsoundertakefactoring
businessandparticipateonTradeReceivables
DiscountingSystemplatformfordiscounting
invoicesofMSMEs.
The Lok Sabha passed The National

CommissionforHomoeopathyBill,2020and
TheNational Commission for Indian System
ofMedicineBill,2020.

FinanceMinisterNirmalaSitharamanandBJPMPJyotiradityaScindia.PTI
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WHILE THE opening day saw rela-
tivelysubduedbusinessinLokSabha,
proposeddiscussionsontheLAC/bor-
der rowwith China, the economic
slowdownandmigrantworkers’ cri-
sis could raise the heat in coming
days. The Opposition seems to have
accounted for this, with several
youngerMPs—orwhat is called the
“shouting brigade” — seated in the
chamber,sothattheycanraiseissues.
Or rush to theWell in protest, if the
needarises.

Heatsettoriseas
key issuescomeup

Harivansh elected RS
deputy chairman again
KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

ITWASA smooth sail for JD(U)’sHarivansh,
the NDA’s candidate for the post of Deputy
ChairmanofRajyaSabha,electionforwhich
washeldonMonday.
Harivansh beatManoj Kumar Jha of the

RJD,whowasthejointOppositioncandidate,
in a voice vote. This would be Harivansh’s
second innings as the Deputy Chairman of
theUpperHouse.
“Whether it is this side or that side,

Harivansh treats all in the samemanner,
without differentiating, without being im-
partial,”PrimeMinisterNarendraModisaid
after theelection.
The PrimeMinister said that “to ensure

thatParliamentariansplaywithintherulesis
quite challenging”, adding, “I was already
sure thathewillbeagoodumpire,butwith
hisdecisionsandhisdecisivepower,heeven
assured thosewhodidnotknowhim.”
Harivansh, the Prime Minister said,

earned the respect of the House during his
term as the Deputy Chairman over the last
two years. His namewas proposed by BJP
chief J P Nadda, and seconded by Leader of
theHouseThawarchandGehlot.
CongratulatingHarivansh, Leader of the

Opposition intheHouseGhulamNabiAzad
said “he has tried to do justice tomembers
ofallthepartiespresentintheHouse”.Azad
mentioned that “whoever is in opposition
usually has a complaint that they get less
attention”. He said that whether it is the
Chairman, the Deputy Chairman or any
chairperson,“theyalwaystrythateveryper-
son should get the opportunity to speak,

frombigparties,thegovernment,opposition
aswell as the leaders of smaller parties, or
eventhosewhoarenominatedoraresingle
members (fromtheirparties),becausehere
we are all equal, all members of the
Parliamentareequal”.
Leaders of TMC, SP, BJD, TRS, YSR

CongressandDMK,amongothers,alsocon-
gratulatedHarivansh.
Thankingthemembers,Harivanshsaidhe

had learned a lot from the several leaders of
differentparties,manyofwhomhavehelped
himinthepast togetabetterunderstanding
of therulesandconventionsof theHouse.
“Iamamongsuchpeoplewhohavehada

very longandprosperousParliamentary life,
buttheyaremystrength,”hesaid.
Harivanshadded that “whenever sucha

situationhascome,andwill comeinthe fu-
ture too, they will lead the way to
move forward following the rules and
procedures”.

NDA candidateandJD(U)MP
HarivanshdefeatedRJD’sManoj
Kumar Jha,whowasthe joint
Oppositioncandidate,byavoicevote

MARK OF MASKS: SPOT YOUR MP
MPsoutsidetheHouse
—distancingnorms
weremaintainedall
alongontheopening
dayof thesessionon
Monday. Seatswere
sanitisedafter theLok
Sabhasessiongotover
andbeforeRajyaSabha
MPstooktheseats in
theafternoon. PTI

DMK’sTRBaaluandKKanimozhioutsidetheHouse.
Theparty’sMPsprotestedagainst theNEETexamand
theNationalEducationPolicyonMonday.PTI

(Above)Mondaywas
NationalConferenceMP
FarooqAbdullah’s first
day inParliamentsince
August5 lastyear;
(left)NCPMPSupriya
SuleandApnaDal’s
AnupriyaPatel. PTI
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Bhushan pays Re 1
fine: ‘Doesn’t mean I
have accepted verdict’
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

ADVOCATEPRASHANTBhushan
onMondaypaidtheRe1fineim-
posed on him by the Supreme
Court after his conviction in a
criminalcontemptcase,butsaid
this does notmean that he has
acceptedtheapexcourtverdict.
He filed a review petition

against theAugust 14 conviction
order, saying thematter “should
never(have)beenheardbyJustice
ArunMishra”whowaspartofthe
benchthatfoundhimguilty.
"Just because I'mpaying the

fine does not mean I have ac-
cepted the verdict,” Bhushan
told themedia, adding that he
has already filed another writ
petition urging the court to lay
down a procedure for appeal in
cases where the SC takes suo
motucontemptactionandpun-
ishes someone.
Bhushan alleged that the

government is trying to silence
voicesofdissent.Hesaidhehad
receivedseveralcontributionsto
pay the fine andwould use the
money to set up a “truth fund”,
whichwouldbeused todefend
personal liberty of those who
facestate “persecution”.
The court had on August 31

imposed on Bhushan a token
fineofRe1fineafterholdinghim
guiltyofcriminalcontemptover
two of his tweets which the
court said were “based on dis-
torted facts” and a
“malicious/scurrilous... attack”
on the“entireSupremeCourt”.
Bhushancontendedinthere-

view petition that hewas con-
victed“withoutfullyconsidering
hisdefenceoftruthandbonafide
opinion” and sought an open
courthearing inthematter.
HearguedthattheAugust14

judgment“suffersfrommultiple
errorsapparentonthefaceofthe
recordof both lawandof fact”.
Bhushancontendedthatthe

contempt “matter shouldnever
(have) been heard by Justice
ArunMishra” because “on sev-
eral occasions Hon’ble Justice
ArunMishrahasorallyaccused”
him“ofcommittingcontemptof
courtwhenhehadmerelymen-
tionedthatitmaybeinappropri-
ate foraparticular judgetohear
a particular case in circum-
stanceswhere conflict of inter-
estwas involved”.

Prashant
Bhushan

Lucknow: Questioning “how
Mughals can be our heroes”,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
YogiAdityanathonMondayde-
cided to name the upcoming
Mughal Museum in Agra after
Chhatrapati Shivaji, adding that
theMaratha ruler’s name “will
invoke a feeling of nationalism
andself-esteem”.
The decisionwas taken at a

reviewmeetingofdevelopment
worksofAgradivision.
The museum, proposed to

comeuponabout6acresof land
near the eastern gate of Taj
Mahal,wasconceivedtoapprise
tourists about theMughal era's
weapons, culture and dresses
amongothers.ENS

DEEPTIMANTIWARY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

HOMEMINISTERAmit Shah on
Mondaypushedforgreateruseof
Hindi by officials and the youth,
saying the flowof India’s culture
and value systems remain pro-
tectedprimarilybecauseofHindi.
Deliveringavideoaddresson

HindiDiwas,Shahsaid, “Hindi’s
strengths lie in its scientific na-
ture, simplicity, easy compre-
hension and acceptability. That
is why in 1949, it was declared
India’sofficial language.Theun-
hinderedflowof India’s culture,
civilisation and value systems
has stayed alive and protected
primarilybecauseofHindi.”
Shah said that across the

length and breadth of a diverse
India,Hindiwasthemostpromi-
nent among regional languages
in uniting the nation. “Hindi
alongwith Braj, Bundelkhandi,
Awadhi,Bhojpuriandotherlan-
guages are examples of how
they have strengthened India’s
diversity.Hindihasbeenapow-
erful medium of national inte-
grationandpridesincethefree-
domstruggle,”hesaid.
This is the second timeShah

hasmade an address on Hindi
Diwas.
His last speech, in 2019, had

triggered a controversy as he
pushed for the idea of “One
Nation, One Language”. His
speech had then been opposed
byCPM,AIADMK,DMKandsev-
eralpoliticiansfromsouthIndia.
During Monday’s address,

Shahtookcaretoemphasise that
Hindiwasnotcompetingwithany
regionallanguage.
“Hindi has only comple-

mentedand strengthenedother
regional languages. It has never
competedwithanylocallanguage.
It is important that this is clear to
theentirecountry,”hesaid.

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

THEGOVERNMENT isusing the
sedition lawwith an iron hand
tocurbfreespeechinanoverre-
action to people's opinion, for-
merSupremeCourtjudgeJustice
MBLokursaidonMonday.
Anothermethodbywhichthe

state is curbing free speech is to
crackdownoncriticalopinionby
charging themwith spreading
fakenews, Justice (retired)Lokur
said during a webinar on
'FreedomofSpeechandJudiciary'.
Hecitedexamplesof journal-

ists,reportingaboutcoronavirus
cases and related issues such as
lackofventilators,beingaccused
of fakenews."Stateisusingsedi-
tionasan ironhand tocurb free
speech. Suddenlyyouhavea lot

of cases charging people with
sedition.Acommoncitizenwho
says something is chargedwith
sedition. Already 70 cases of
sedition have been seen this
year," JusticeLokursaid.
On the case against lawyer

PrashantBhushan,JusticeLokur
said his statements were mis-
read. He also gave the example
of Dr Kafeel Khan and said his
speech was misread to charge
himunderNSA.
VeteranjournalistNRamsaid

thepunishment in theBhushan
case is "incongruous" and there
isno"realsubstantiation"forthe
apexcourt's findings.

Guwahati: The political party backed by the All
Assam Students’ Union and Asom Jatiyatabadi
YubaChatraParishadwillbenamedAssamJatiya
Parishad (AJP), it’s convenors saidMonday. The
partywas formedweeks after both bodies had
formed an “AssamAdvisory Committee”, com-
prising16personalities of the state, to suggest a
futurecourseof actiontoprotect the interestsof
thestate's indigenouspeople. ABHISHEKSAHA

Surat: The Surat police has de-
tained Thai national Eda
Wongprome (27) alias Ananda,
whoworksataspainVesuareaof
Surat,forallegedlymurderingher
friend,Wanida Bouson, 27,who
worked inanother spa inAdajan
area. Shewill be arrested if her
Covidtestreportcomesnegative.
According to police,

Wongprome confessed to have
killed Bouson formoney to re-
turnhomeashertouristvisawas
expiring on September 26.
Bouson’s two mobile phones
worth Rs 2 lakh and gold neck-
laceworthRs25,000werefound
fromWongprome’s residence.
Police also found the key of
Bouson's frontdoor. ENS

JusticeMB
Lokur

State using sedition to curb
free speech: ex-SC judge

Thai national detained for
murder of compatriot in Surat

Yogi renames
Mughal Museum
near Taj Mahal
after Shivaji

Flow of India’s
culture alive,
protected
because of
Hindi: Shah

AASU-AJYCP-backed political
party named Assam Jatiya Parishad

KAUNAINSHERIFFM
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

FROMAJUDGEheadingapanel
probingthekillingofaBJPlegis-
latorbyMaoists inChhattisgarh
to India's first anti-corruption
ombudsman appointed by the
NarendraModigovernment,the
Overseas Key Information
DataBase(OKIDB)developedby
ZhenhuaData, and investigated
byTheIndianExpress, ismonitor-
ing30 judges including thecur-
rent Chief Justice of India, an-
other judge in Supreme Court,
three serving judges of the
higherjudiciary,andfourretired
judges of the Supreme Court
who are currently heading key
posts invariouscapacities.
Thelist includesChief Justice

of India S A Bobde, Justice
AMKhanwilkarof theSupreme

Court, JusticeSandeepMehtaof
the Rajasthan High Court, and
Justice Sunita Agarwal of the
AllahabadHighCourt.
It also includes judges who

haveretiredfromtheSCandare
currently in key positions:
Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghose,
Chairperson, Lokpal; Justice
Shiva Kirti Singh, Chairperson,
Telecom Disputes Settlement
andAppellateTribunal(TDSAT);
Justice Vikramajit Sen,
Chairperson, Governing Board,
Bombay Stock Exchange and
Justice Chandramauli Kumar
Prasad, Chairperson, Press
Council of India.
Also on the list are former

Chairman of Intellectual
PropertyAppellateBoardJustice
K Basha (IPAB) and Justice S
Usha, former Vice-Chairman,
IPAB.
The list scrutinised by The

Indian Express includes two
judgeswho head separate pan-
elstoprobeLeft-wingrelatedin-
cidents:JusticeSatishAgnihotri,
former CJ of SikkimHC, heads a
judicial commission set up by
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
BhupeshBhagel inAugust 2019
toinvestigatetheNaxalattackin
Dantewada inApril 2019which
killed BJPMLA BhimaMandavi
and four securitypersonnel.

AndJusticeAmitavaLala,for-
mer Acting CJ of Allahabad HC,
heads a one-man commission
appointed byWest Bengal CM
MamtaBanerjee inMarch2012
toprobethe1982massacreof16
monks and one sanyasin of the
AnandaMarg.Hehassofarsum-
moned several senior Left
leaders.
FormerSCjudgesJusticesPK

Balasubramanyan and Arijit

Pasayat, who have also been
Chairpersons of Authority for
Advance Ruling (AAR), which
givesbindingrulingsinadvance
taxmatters pertaining to a for-
eigninvestmentventureinIndia
are on the list of those moni-
tored.Ascrutinyof thedata fur-
ther shows two other Chief
Justices A P Shah (Delhi) and
Mohit Shah (Bombay) – indi-
rectly connectedwith the same

matter arising out of the AAR –
werealsomonitored.
In 2012, Justice

Balasubramanyan, heading the
AAR,hadruledinfavourofmin-
imum alternative tax (MAT)
levied onCastleton Investment,
aMauritius-based company. In
2014, the I-T department had
sent notices to several Foreign
PortfolioInvestorsseekingMAT;
followingtheuproaramongfor-

eign investors, then Finance
MinisterArunJaitleyhadconsti-
tuted a panel headed by Justice
AP Shah, who recommended
MATwill not be applicable on
FIIs/FPIs not having a place of
business/permanent establish-
ment in India.At thesametime,
in the Bombay High Court, a
benchheadedbyCJMohit Shah
was hearing a case on a similar
MAT matter involving
LuxembourginvestorAberdeen
AssetManagement.
The list includes thosewho

havebeenpart of human rights
panels: formerSC judgesCyriac
Joseph, Shivraj Virupanna Patil,
Sujata Manohar, all of whom
servedat theNHRC;BilalNazki,
former CJ of Orissa HC and for-
merChairpersonof J&KHuman
Rights Commission; Sujit Roy,
former CJ of Orissa HC and for-
mer Chairperson of Assam

HumanRightsCommission;and
Prakash Tatia, former
CJ Jharkhand and former
Chairperson of Armed Forces
Tribunal.
Thelistalsoincludes:Former

CJI Justice RM Lodha, who
headed a committee consti-
tuted by the SC to suggest re-
formswithin the BCCI; former
SC judge Justice Ganpat Singh
Singhvi, who chaired the now-
defunct Competition Appellate
Tribunal, and had set aside an
order of the Competition
Commissionof Indiawhichim-
posed a Rs 52.24 crore penalty
onBCCIforabusingitsdominant
positioninorganisingtheIndian
Premier League; and Justice
Abhay Mohan Sapre, former
judgeofSC,whowaspartof the
bench that appointed SC judge
DK Jain as the new BCCI
Ombudsman.

CHINA IS
WATCHING

CJI to top regulators, serving and retired: 30 judges onmonitored list

JUSTICE
A MKHANWILKAR

JUSTICE
RMLODHA (RETD)

JUSTICE
P CGHOSE (RETD)

JUSTICE
APSHAH (RETD)

CHIEF JUSTICEOF
INDIA S ABOBDE

JUDICIARY

US special envoy to
visit India today,
brief officials on
intra-Afghan talks
SHUBHAJITROY
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

US SPECIAL envoy on Afghan
peaceprocessZalmayKhalilzad
will visit India on Tuesday and
meet top Indianofficials tobrief
Delhi on the intra-Afghan talks
that started onSunday inDoha.
Hehadvisited India inMay this
year and met External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and NSA
AjitDoval.
Khalilzad, the US Special

Representative for Afghanistan
Reconciliation,met top brass in
IslamabadonMonday.
In Doha, MEA’s joint secre-

tary(Pakistan-Afghanistan-Iran)
J P Singhmet Afghanistan’s for-
mer CEO and head of Afghan
peace process, Abdullah
Abdullah,onMonday.
“HadagoodmeetingwithJ.P.

Singh, JS (PAI), Ministry of
ExternalAffairsof IndiainDoha-
Qatar.We took stock of the de-
velopmentsonthepeaceefforts,
& theneed for genuine regional
&internationalsupportfortalks.
I also thanked India for its con-
tinued support,” Abdullah
tweeted.
Signalling a carefully cali-

bratedshift initspositiononen-
gaging with the Taliban, India
participated on Saturday in the
commencement ceremony of
intra-Afghan talks between the
Afghanistan government and

the Taliban in Qatar’s capital
Doha.
Jaishankar joined the cere-

monyviavideolinkwhileSouth
Block sent Singh to Doha to at-
tendthemeeting.
Jaishankartoldthegathering

that the peace processmust be
“Afghan-led,Afghan-ownedand
Afghan-controlled”,“respectna-
tionalsovereigntyandterritorial
integrity of Afghanistan” and
“promote human rights and
democracy”.
Neither he nor theMinistry

ofExternalAffairsmadeanyref-
erenceto“externallysponsored
terrorism” — this has always
beenareference toPakistan.
In itsstatementonSaturday,

theMinistryonlysaid that “the
issue of violence across the
countryand itsneighbourhood
has to be effectively
addressed”.

USSpecialRepresentative
forAfghanistanconciliation
ZalmayKhalilzad

PARTHASARATHI
BISWAS
PUNE,SEPTEMBER14

WITH WHOLESALE prices of
onion at Maharashtra's
Lasalgaonmarket crossing Rs
30/kg onMonday, the central
governmentbannedallexportof
thebulb"withimmediateeffect".
This comes even as the gov-

ernment is set bringing laws in
Parliament to remove all stock-
holding andmovement restric-
tionsonfarmproduce.
Prices at Lasalgaon'smarket

in Nashik district started rising
since earlyMay. The recent ap-
preciationofpricesismainlydue
to heavyAugust rain destroying
the onion crop of north Kar-
nataka,whichwas supposed to
hit themarketearlySeptember.
Suresh Deshmukh, a com-

mission agent operating out of
Dindori's wholesalemarket in
Nashikdistrict,alsosaidthatthe
raincausedextensivedamageto
storedonionsinMadhyaPradesh
andGujarat. "Thus, at present it
is onlyMaharashtrawhich has
storedmarket-ready onion and
the supply crunch is set to con-

tinueuntil thenewcrophits the
market inNovember,"hesaid.
Regarding Monday's deci-

sion, farmer leader Raju Shetti
said, "Thisabruptdecisionagain
provesthepromisesmadebythe
centralgovernmentwerehollow.
Theyhadnointentionofprotect-
ingtheinterestsof farmers."The
founder of Swabhimani Paksha
said that by prohibiting the ex-
port of onions, the central gov-
ernmenthascheatedfarmers.
Calling the move illegal,

Shetkari Sanghatana has called
for an indefinite road closure in
Maharashtra fromTuesday.

SANTOSHSINGH
PATNA,SEPTEMBER14

SENIORRJDleaderBhaiBirendra
onMondayraisedquestionsasto
how the ailing Raghuvansh
PrasadSinghcouldhavewritten
letters fromhis ICU bed, and al-
legedapoliticalconspiracybythe
JD(U). The JD(U) rubbished the
allegationsasbaseless.
FormerUnionministerRagh-

uvansh Prasad Singh died on
Sunday.OnSeptember10,hehad
written a one-line resignation
lettertoRJDchiefLaluPrasadand
twoother letters – one toNitish
about development in Vaishali,
andtheotherheadlined“Rajneeti
matlab buraai se ladhna, dharm
matlabachchhaikarna”.
Alleging a conspiracy, MLA

Birendra toldThe IndianExpress:

"Iwonder howan ailing person
couldwrite letters fromhis ICU
bed.Itisquitepossiblethatthose
letterswerewrittenbysomeone
else at thebehest of (CM)Nitish
Kumar, who is trying to lure
Singh'ssontomakehimamem-
beroftheLegislativeCouncil.Itis
a letter conspiracy... It is a JD(U)
plotanddirtypolitics.”
JD(U)spokespersonKCTyagi

said, "It isverycallousof theRJD
leader tomakesuchbaselessal-
legations.”

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

IMA ponzi scam:
CBI gets state nod
to press charges
against 2 IPS officers

Bengaluru: The Karnataka gov-
ernment has granted the CBI
sanction to press charges of
cheatingandcriminal breachof
trust on five police officers, in-
cluding two senior IPS officers,
for allegedly favouring a busi-
nessman,MohammedMansoor
Khan,duringaprobeintoaponzi
scheme run by his firm, I
Monetary Advisory (IMA) be-
tween2017-19.
The state government has

given the CBI clearance to file a
chargesheet against the five of-
ficers, including IPS officers
Hemant Nimbalkar, currently
additional commissioner of po-
lice (administration) in
Bengalurucity,andAjayHillori,a
commandantinthestatereserve
police.ENS

As onion prices rise, govt bans
export with immediate effect

RJD MLA: Plot by JD(U)
behind Raghuvansh letters

Raghuvansh
Prasad
Singhdied
onSunday.
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EVERYTHINGWEdo today is being supported
by technology,and one of the most important
components of that technology is software.

All thebuzzwords thatwehear today likeArtificial In-
telligence, Data Science,Autonomous vehicles, Ro-
botics, etc., have an underlying software layer to it.
Every equipment has some software embedded in
it.Every industry needs to develop new software,as
well as maintain and improve existing software.Soft-
ware is developed in a programming language and
the act of writing programs is also called Coding.

While coding is obviously necessary for building
software, learning how to code has other advan-
tages as well. Computers, at the most basic level,
need precise instructions to operate. When one
writes a piece of code to solve a problem, it is essen-
tial to think of steps that would lead to an efficient
and correct solution. One learns to organise one’s
thoughts logicallyandexpressing themin the formof
a code. And, of course, one acquires the problem-
solving skills.And hence coding is important not just
for those who will eventually take up a career writing
code, but also for everyone else since communica-
tion and problem solving are very important for
every career.

Considering the importance of coding, countries
around the globe have introduced coding in schools
decades ago. In fact, over the last decade, the argu-
ment in school education has been whether to in-
troduce it at theprimary level.TheUK,forexample,in-
troduced coding in primary schools in 2013. In India,
NEP 2020 has recognised the importance of coding
and has proposed its introduction from Class 6.Con-
sidering the poor state of infrastructure in Indian
schools and lack of teachers of programming, it
would have been very difficult to introduce coding
in primary school.But one hopes that after five years
when we have universal access to coding in middle
school, the government will consider moving it to
even earlier classes.Availability of tools like Scratch
has enabled small children to pick up coding because
code can be built visually by dragging and dropping
modules,and there is no need to learn an advanced
programming language at a young age.

Having said that,merely having coding as a sub-
ject would not change much. Consider our engi-
neering colleges. Coding is a compulsory course in
every discipline.We graduate about one million en-
gineers in a year. Not even one per cent of them
would be considered as good coders. If we consider
only IT-related engineering disciplines in which stu-
dents would have supposedly used coding exten-
sively in multiple courses, less than 2 per cent grad-
uates can write functionally correct and efficient
code as per a survey byAspiring Minds in 2018.All IT
services companies have extensive training pro-
grams for fresh recruits,sometimes lasting as much
as 6 months before they are job-ready.Lack of avail-
ability of good coders also results in lack of software
products or world-class apps coming out of India.

Lack of knowledge of coding is not because of
lack of teachers or infrastructure. Today, one can
learn to code if one has a computer and an Internet
connection.There are several sites where one can
learn coding, test their coding skills, participate in
programming contests,etc.The real problem is mo-
tivation.At the school level,students only want to do
things which will help them get admission in good
colleges. Good coding skills don’t help in admis-
sions.At the college level, students only want to do
things which will help them get a good job. In the
absence of career counselling, they have a belief
that skills don’t matter for jobs.They need a good
CGPA,andsomeextra-curricularactivitieson their re-
sume.They can learn the answers to standard inter-
view questions in a couple of weeks before the
placement season and fool the industry.And good
CGPA can be achieved more easily by copying pro-
grams than by learning programming.

To improve coding skills,we really need to start at
the school level.There should be a lot of program-
ming competitions and performance in these could
be considered for admission to the colleges. If, for
example, IITs, NITs, and IIITs can reserve just one

seat each in their Computer Science programs for those who get the
highest performance in Indian National Olympiad in Informatics, you
can bring about a revolution in coding culture in this country.This one
small step will lead to many students learning to code, leading to many
product companies increasing their base in India, and many of these
will become entrepreneurs leading to employment generation and im-
provement in GDP growth rate.

Prof.Dheeraj Sanghi,Director, PEC Chandigarh

* ( READ. ENGAGE. DELIVER.) IS THE MARKETING SOLUTIONS TEAM OF THE INDIAN EXPRESS GROUP

Building India’s coding culture
Coding must start

at school level

Sir Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya
KCIE, FASc

FACT FILE
19th Diwan of the Mysore Kingdom
In office : 1912–1918

Born : 15 September 1860
Muddenahalli, Chikkaballapura, Kingdom of Mysore (now
Karnataka, India)

Died : 14April 1962 (aged 101)
Bangalore, Karnataka, India

Alma Mater :
■ Central College, Bangalore
■ University of Madras
■ College of Engineering, Pune
■ University of Bombay

Profession : Engineer

Awards : Bharat Ratna (1955)

His birthday, 15 September, is celebrated as Engineer's Day in
India, Sri Lanka and Tanzania in his memory. He was the Chief
Engineer of Krishna Raja Sagara dam in the north-west suburb
of Mysuru city, and also served as one of the Chief Engineers
of the flood protection system for the city of Hyderabad.
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CHINA WATCHING
Strategictargetingof IndiancitizensbyChinesefirmraises

questionsthatneedtobeunderstood—beforebeingaddressed

A NONGOING INVESTIGATIONby The Indian Expresshas lifted theveil over a
concertedattempttotrackthousandsof IndiancitizensbyabigdataChinese
firmwithtiestotheChinesegovernment.Accordingtothecross-countryin-
vestigation—jointinvestigationswerecarriedoutbynewsorganisationsinsev-

eralcountries—over10,000Indiansinthefieldsofpolitics,government,business,technol-
ogy,mediaandcivilsociety,havebeentrackedbyaShenzhen-basedinformationtechnology
firm, ZhenhuaData InformationTechnologyCo.While the scale of theprofilingbeingun-
dertakenisstaggering,thetargetedapproachbeingadoptedtospecificallytrackkeyperson-
nel is equallyworrying. This level of strategic targeting raises vital questions: Is the Indian
governmentvigilant about amonitoringof its citizens that goes farbeyond the traditional
methods?Whatarethenormsofcyberhygieneforitsstaff?Whatpurposeisthedatabeing
putto?Doesthispresentasecurityrisk?WhatshouldtheIndianresponsebe?
The investigationhas revealed that theChinese firmmonitors thedigital footprint of

its targets across socialmedia platforms, including keeping a tab on content fromnews
sources,papers,andforums,tobuilda“relationaldatabase”whichtracksassociationsbe-
tween individuals, institutions and information.Whatwouldotherwisehavebeen con-
sidered innocuous information is being pieced together in a broader framework. Such
granularprofilingandtargetingof individualshasthepotentialofbeingmisusedandex-
ploited—data,afterall,canbeusedforspreadingdisinformationorforservingparticular
interests at both thenational and international level. This also lies at theheart ofwhat is
called“hybridwarfare”,astrategythatseekstocreatesocialdiscord,disrupteconomicac-
tivities,undermineinstitutions,anddiscreditpolitical leadershipbyengagingintargeted
cyberattacksanddisinformationcampaigns.
Witha seriesof recent reports exposingChina’s attempts toobtain sensitive informa-

tion,theIndiangovernmentwillhavetobepreparedtorespondacrossmultipleplatforms.
Theurgencyofputting inplacearobustpersonaldataprotectionframeworkin Indiacan-
notbeemphasisedenough.Whileenforcingprivacylawsinforeignjurisdictionsmaywell
be impossible, at the very least, provisions for asking for explicit consent, and for
examining/monitoring the flowof information to third parties,will have to be provided.
Indeed, firms likeZhenhua,working inopaqueauthoritariansystems,willusebig-datato
mine information inmoreopendemocratic environments and remainoff the regulatory
radar.Moresowhentheabsenceofconsentforthirdpartydatasharingmakesmattersdif-
ficult.Unlikeappsthatcanbebanned,whatZhenhuahas—orcancollect—cannot.These
scrapsof informationbecomeaninvaluableassetwithscaleandtimeandgivenhowthey
areharvestedandwhodoes it.Thisunderstandingshouldbekeyinframinganyresponse
andthegovernmentmustcarefullyweighthecostsandbenefitsofthevariousoptionsbe-
foredecidingonit.

SPEAK TO THE FARMER
Infaceofprotests,governmentmustclarifythatordinances, to
bedebatedinParliament,willnotaffectMSPprocurement

T WOTHINGS ARE striking about the ongoing farmer protests against the
threecentralordinancesthatseektoliberaliseagriculturaltradeinthecoun-
try.Thefirst is theapparentreason.Farmerorganisationssaythattheordi-
nances—particularlytheonethatallowssaleandpurchaseofcropsoutside

the premises of APMC (agricultural producemarket committee)mandis—will sound
thedeathknellofminimumsupportprice(MSP)-basedgovernmentprocurement.This
fearhasnobasis.TheFarmers’ProduceTradeandCommerce(PromotionandFacilitation)
Ordinance,which is tobeapproved in thecurrentParliament session,merelyprovides
anadditionalmarketingchannel.Farmers, if theychoose,cannowselldirectlytoproces-
sors, retailers or exporters. They can, of course, still take their produce to mandis.
Government agencies, too, can continue to procure grain from these state-regulated
market yards. Theordinanceonlydismantles themonopolyof theAPMCs.
ThecurrentprotestsarehappeninglargelyinPunjabandHaryana,statesthathavewell-

establishedsystemsofmandisandMSP-basedwheatandpaddyprocurement,valuedatRs
80,000-90,000 crore annually. Thebenefits of it are obviousnot only to their farmers, but
alsothepowerfullobbyofarhatiyas(commissionagents)whoextendcroploansand“facil-
itate”procurementattheAPMCs.Anythreattotheexistingorderisboundtofaceresistance.
Oneshouldn’tbesurprisedtoseethestirfindingsupportamongfarmersinotherstatesthat
havealsobuiltstrongpublicgrainprocurementsystems.
TheNarendraModigovernmentshouldexplicitlyclarifythattheordinances,whilethey

arebeingpresentedanddebatedinParliament,willnotaffectMSPprocurementoperations.
That, inanycase, isnottheintentbehindthepresentlegislation.Theseonlyseektoremove
intra-andinter-statemovementandstockholdingrestrictionsonagriculturalproduce,apart
fromenabling farmerstoenter intocontracts forsupplyingdirectly toorganisedagri-busi-
nesses (think cooperativedairies or sugarmills that don’t procuremilk and cane through
mandis).ThePunjabwheatfarmermaybehappysellinginmandistogovernmentagencies.
Butthatshouldn’tbeattheexpenseoftheMaharashtrapomegranateororangegrower,who
woulddefinitelywanttoexploreoptionsoutsideof theAPMCs.

SECULAR SOCIALIST
RaghuvanshPrasadSinghmayberememberedmostfor

MGNREGA,whichhepilotedasminister inUPA1government

R AGHUVANSHPRASADSINGH,whodiedonSunday,wasamongthelastofa
generation of Lohia socialists,whowitnessed the rise and fall of social jus-
tice politics in north India. Hewas a loyal flag-bearer of Lohia-ite ideology
thatsawthepoliticalempowermentofbackwardcastesasanessentialattrib-

uteofsocialistpoliticsintheIndiancontext.Borninanuppercastefamily,withadoctorate
inMathematics,SinghbackedLaluPrasadthroughthickandthin.Hisdeathcametwodays
afterhewroteaterselettertotheRJDchief,announcinghisresignationfromtheparty.
ThoughSinghwasalegislatorformanyyearsinBiharassemblyandintheLokSabha,he

will be rememberedmost as theMinister for RuralDevelopmentwho implemented the
MGNREGAduringUPA1.Not only did Singhpilot theAct amidst opposition fromheavy-
weightsintheManmohanSinghCabinetwhoviewedtheschemeaspopulistandwasteful
expenditure, he alsooversaw its implementation. Agrass rootspolitician, though less of a
massleader,SinghsawthenecessityandpotentialoftheMGNREGAinacountrywheremil-
lionsliveinprecariousconditions.Today,theMGNREGAisuniversallyacceptedasthemost
effectiveinstrumenttoaddressruraldistress,thepandemiconlyconfirmingitsimportance.
After a sterling performance as the rural affairs minister (2004-09), Singh could

have shifted sides, and found a place in theUPA2Cabinet if he hadwished. But Singh
stayed with Lalu even though the RJD had become a family fief and its social justice
agenda reduced to castemanagement and patronage. He spoke hismind to Lalu and
theparty, and inpublic, in thehope, perhaps, that he could influence a course correc-
tion. Hewas critical of the corruption andnepotismunder Lalu, but the pole position
the latterassumedasthebulwarkof secularpolitics inBiharmayhavecompelledhim
to staywith theRJD, almost till the last.

A maritime awakening

Arun Prakash

Devyani Onial

ForChina,itcameinthelastcentury.
InIndia, it islongoverdue

ESTABLISHMENT’S WARRIOR
KanganaRanaut,whocastherselfasBollywood’sdisruptor,takesonanewrole

IN THE SEPTEMBER2020 edition of its an-
nualreportonChina, theUSDepartmentof
Defence (DoD) makes the stunning an-
nouncement that the PLA Navy (PLAN) is
thelargest intheworld.Withanoverallbat-
tle-force of 350 ships and submarines, in-
cluding 130 major surface combatants,
PLAN has overtaken the US Navy, with its
strengthof293ships.Chinahasneverboth-
ered to provide a rationale for its ever-in-
creasingmilitarymuscle,andabewildered
neighbourhoodwonderswhat itportends,
especially in the light of its recent adven-
turism in theHimalayas.
The PLANavy has not grown overnight,

andremainstheclearestmanifestationofthe
grand-strategicvisionofChina’spoliticallead-
ership. Factors that bear on its growing
strengthmay includeChina’s 14,500 km lit-
toral, which ismore than double India’s, its
objectiveof “reunifying”Taiwanand its irre-
dentistmaritimeclaims,intheSouthandEast
ChinaSeas.Anexpansioniststatewhichseeks
eventualparitywiththeUS,China’sambitious
BeltandRoadInitiativeandtheMaritimeSilk
Routealsoprovidetheperfectcamouflagefor
itsgrandiosemaritimestrategy.
India,ontheotherhand,remainsaquin-

tessential“statusquo”powerandhassought
military force-levels adequate only to safe-
guarditssovereigntyandterritorialintegrity.
Notwithstandingthelowbudgetarypriority
accordedtoit, theIndianNavy(IN),hasbuilt
itself into amodern and capable three-di-
mensionalforce,ratedbyothernaviesaspro-
fessionally “up to NATO standards” and ea-
gerly soughtasapartner, both forexercises,
and formaintaining“goodorderat sea.”
Although technology and professional

competence are the yardsticks for combat-
effectiveness, numbersdomatter, andwith
theINatsixthorseventhintheinternational
peckingorder,thereisobviouslyasignificant
disparity between the PLAN and IN. Given
the growing gap between the two
economies, it would be foolhardy for India
toattemptanarms-racewithChina, but in-
vesting inmaritime powerwould pay divi-
dends in the long-run.
Facedwithadifficultsituationtoday, it is

incumbent upon India, as a significant re-
gionalpowerandademocracy,tostandupto

itshegemonicneighbour.Regardlessofeco-
nomicasymmetry, Indiadoeshave themil-
itary capability to inflict unacceptable pain
in retaliation for any Chinese adventurism;
certainly in themountains, butalsoat sea.
However,asthenationcheersthearmy’s

tacticalmoves in Ladakh, there aremisgiv-
ings about a strategic void inNewDelhi. In
this context, the above US DoD report de-
serves close examinationbyour “decision-
makingelite”aswellasmilitaryleadership;
becauseitshowsthatpoliticians—asmuch
in ademocracy like theUS, as in a totalitar-
ianstatelikeChina—accordthehighest im-
portancetonationalsecurity. Itbearsreflec-
tion as to why India has remained an
exception to this rule.
The US Congress believes that effective

strategy-making defines national interests,
objectives, and policies, alongwith the de-
fence capabilities (and budgetary support)
necessary todeter threats. Theprocesspro-
vides a shared vision for all agencies and a
commonplaybooktoreactintimesofcrisis.
Starting with the US National Security
Strategy,toberenderedbythepresident,US
Congress demands quadrennial reviews—
matching the presidential tenure— by the
Departments of Defence, State, Homeland
Securityandthe IntelligenceCommunity.
Where China is concerned, its political

leadershiphas,since1995,beenissuingade-
fencewhite paper (DWP) every two years.
The11DWPsissuedsofar—allpublicdocu-
ments—clearlyarticulateChina’svitalinter-
estsaswellasnationalsecurityaims,objec-
tives and challenges. Topics of discussion
include force-levels and defence expendi-
ture, the PLA’s progressively changing roles
and re-organisation aswell as its newly in-
ductedequipmentandplatforms.
While the US template may be an

“overkill”, India has erred egregiously by its
disregard for national security. No govern-
ment has formulated a strategy or doctrine
so far;norhasParliamenteverdemandeda
defencerevieworsoughtawhitepaper.Asa
direct consequence, “surprise” and “intelli-
gence failure” have become a leitmotif in
mostof India’spost-independenceconflicts.
Ourdefence-planninghasremainedad-hoc
and under-funded and every crisis evokes

confusedandfumblingresponses, including
panicarmspurchases.
Another important lesson that emerges

from the US DoD document relates to
China’s “maritimeawakening” in the latter
part of the last century. While the PLAN
owes much to visionary Admiral Liu
Huaqing, its commanderduring the1980s,
itcouldnothaveachieveditspresentstatus
without the Communist Party providing
steadfastpolitical support.EveryChairman
of the Central Military Commission (CMC)
fromDeng Xiaoping onwards, has backed
thephasedgrowthofChina’snavy, froman
inconsequentialcoastal-force, toasubstan-
tiveblue-waternavy.
The CMC leadership having astutely

grasped the reality that “maritime power”
is muchmore than just a “fighting-navy”,
China is, today, the world leader in ship-
buildinganditsmerchantmarineranksNo
1intheworld. Italsofieldsthelargestcoast-
guardthatprotects theworld’sbiggest fish-
ing fleet. Chinese ports rank amongst the
bestworld-wide.
Aswewatch thesituation inLadakhun-

fold,itbecomesincreasinglyobviousthatnot
onlyisamilitaryresolutionimprobable,but
a“hot-war”maybeunaffordableforbothnu-
clear-armedcountries.Theanswerliesinex-
tended negotiations at the highest political
anddiplomatic levels.Astheweakerpower,
Indiaalsoneedstoresort to“power-balanc-
ing” and seeking like-minded friends and
partnerstosendoutamessageofdeterrence.
India’s attraction as a partner for the US,
Japan or Australia, lies, not in its powerful
armyorprofessionalairforce,butinitsnavy’s
reachandabilitytoprojectmaritimepower.
Intheapproachingeraoffiscalstringency,

asharperfocusonitsneglectedmaritimedo-
mainwould garner immense benefits for
India,andnotjustintermsofenhancedmar-
itime-security.Givingaboosttoshipbuilding,
expanding themerchant fleet,modernising
portsandmechanisingfisherieswouldhavea
long-term impact on the economy, through
growthofancillaryindustries,skillingofyouth
andmassivegenerationofemployment—all
contributingto“AtmaNirbharta”.

Thewriter isa retiredchiefofnaval staff

THREE YEARS ago, sitting on Indian televi-
sion’smost famous couch, between one of
the filmindustry’s topproducersandanac-
torwithaclippedaccentandagenteel line-
age,whenayoungactorfromasmallhilldis-
trict inHimachalchallengedtheestablished
order, the audience cheered her on.When
KanganaRanautappearedalongsideSaifAli
Khan inKoffeewithKaran,ashowcrowded
with insider jokes and catty one-liners, and
called itshostKaran Johar the flag-bearerof
nepotism,shestirredsomethingineveryone
whohadmadethejourneyfromsmalltowns
to big cities, who had hesitated to join glib
conversationswith their awkward accents
andwhohadpushedatthegatesofprivilege
andgot inonly to find theywerestill out.
Shewasn’tthefirstoutsidertobreakinto

anindustrycontrolledbypowerfulfamilies.
DilipKumar,AmitabhBachchan,ShahRukh
Khan—someofBollywood’sbiggeststars—
hadbeenoutsiders,butwhiletheyrecounted
theirstrugglealmostfondly,Ranautshowed
herbattlescarsandresentmentinstead.She
mayhavegainedentryintothecharmedcir-
clebutsheseemedtobetellingitsgatekeep-
ersthattheprivilegewasentirelytheirs.Her
brashnessmirrored the rise of a new India,
unafraid to speak itsmindand ready todis-
cardallgesturesofpolitical correctnessas it
calledout itselites.
Afewyearslater,Ranautismirroringthe

riseof another India—anation inperpetual
outrage, a hard boorish India that has little
empathy for those at themargins, shouts

down all dissenting voices andwhich has
takenthebrawlfromthestreettosocialme-
dia. In her toxic campaign against Rhea
Chakrabortyintheaftermathofthedeathof
actorSushantSinghRajput,Ranauthaspart-
nered with the patriarchy she once chal-
lenged.As the soapoperaplayingon televi-
sioncastsChakrabortyasthevishkanyawho
practisedblackmagic,Ranauthasvoluntar-
ily takenontheroleof the righteousother.
Ironically,thereshouldhavebeennoone

betterthanhertounderstandthevilification
of Chakraborty. In the very public unravel-
lingofherrelationshipwithHrithikRoshan,
an ex had accused her of blackmagic, too.
But instead of recognising the strands that
connect thewebofmisogyny, shehas spun
yet another. Just lastweek, labelling actress
SonamKapooras“mafiabimbo’’onTwitter,
she admonishedKapoor for comparingher
struggle “to a small-time druggiewhowas
livingoffavulnerableandbrokenself-made
superstar”. We shouldn’t have been sur-
prised, though—shehas, in the recentpast,
dismissed fellow actresses as B-Grade and
needyoutsiders.
In politics, she has often shown her ad-

miration for PMNarendraModi, theman
whosejourneyfromgrassrootspoliticstothe
country’s top job andwhose takedown of
Lutyens’Delhihasoftenbeenlikenedtohers
inthefilmindustry.Asshelashesoutagainst
whatshecallsthe“drugmafiaofBollywood”
and throws herweight behind the BJP, she
has takenon theworst instincts andvocab-

ulary of majoritarianism, calling the BMC
Babur’sarmyfordemolishingherofficeand
comparingMumbaiwithPoK. Theoutsider
hasnowtrulymasteredthelanguageofoth-
ering,adogwhistleperhaps, foraneventual
political role.
In thisnewbrittle role, one inwhichyou

couldaccuseherofoveracting,it’seasytofor-
get the young girlwho,with amop of way-
wardcurlsinauniformworldofstraighthair,
hadmade such a splash.We rooted for her
whenshetookontheroleofatroubledalco-
holicinherfirstfilmGangster(2006)andfol-
lowedheronawhirlwindsolohoneymoonin
Queen(2013).Inher,wefoundawomanwho
spoke up about her vulnerabilities and her
exploitation. As in life, so in films, shemade
unconventional choices, notching upmany
firsts and three national awards along the
way. Inanindustrywherethetopbillingstill
goestomen,shewasoneofthefewactresses
whocouldcarryamovieonherown.Hersuc-
cess gave her a voice but she has used it in-
creasinglyonlytobullyandberateothersand
toamplifyherrealandperceivedhurts.
As she bats for theModi government in

Maharashtra, the transformation of
Bollywood’smostpowerfuldisruptortothe
establishment’s most ferocious warrior is
complete. Ranaut could have become the
flag-bearerof arevolutioninBollywood. It’s
apityshehaschosen,instead,tobecomethe
symbolof amillionmeaninglessmutinies.

devyani.onial@expressindia.com

As we watch the situation in
Ladakh unfold, it becomes
increasingly obvious that not
only is a military resolution
improbable, but a ‘hot-war’
may be unaffordable for both
nuclear-armed countries. The
answer lies in extended
negotiations at the highest
political and diplomatic levels.
As the weaker power, India
also needs to resort to ‘power-
balancing’ and seeking like-
minded friends and partners
to send out a message of
deterrence. India’s attraction
as a partner for the US, Japan
or Australia, lies, not in its
powerful army or professional
air force, but in its navy’s reach
and ability to project
maritime power.
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Indigital era, privacymust be a priority. Is it just
me, or is secret blanket surveillanceobscenely

outrageous?— AL GORETHEEDITORIALPAGE

V P SINGH'S OFFER
THE CHIEF MINISTER of Uttar Pradesh,
VishwanathPratapSingh,hassoughttheper-
missionofPrimeMinisterIndiraGandhitore-
sign fromoffice,havingownedfullmoral re-
sponsibility for the violence inMoradabad,
AligarhandotherUPtownsanditsrecurrence
early thisweek. The chiefminister,whohas
onlyrecentlycompletedtwomonthsinoffice,
hasrequestedtheprimeministertoaccedeto
bisrequesttoresignwhich“arisesoutofboth
personal conviction andpolitical propriety”.
Political circles in Lucknowhave been agog
with rumours about the imminent resigna-
tion of the chiefminister,more so as he has

notbeenattendingofficeortoofficeworkbe-
causeofbeing“ indisposed”.

KAUNDA'S STATEMENT
THEPRESIDENTOFZambia,KennethKaunda,
hoped that a political solution to theAfghan
andKampucheanissues,wouldbefoundwith
the intensification of efforts bynon-aligned
countries. Speaking to journalists after two
daysof intensivetalksonwide-rangingissues
with PrimeMinister Indira Gandhi inNew
Delhi,Kaundasaid that “behindthedoor"ef-
forts were being made to resolve the
Afghanistanissue.Likeothercountries,Zambia
hadbeenholdingdiscussionswiththeSoviet

Uniontofindapoliticalsolutiontothecrisis.

INDIRA ON CHINA
PRIMEMINISTERINDIRAGandhihasstressed
theneedforfurtherimprovementinbilateral
relationsbetweenIndiaandChina. Inames-
sage of greetings to Chinese PrimeMinister
ZhaoZiyangonhis assumptionof officeMrs
Gandhisaid:“Bothourgovernmentsarecom-
mitted to improving bilateral relations...This
is in the interest of our twopeoples. It is im-
portantforpeaceandstabilityinAsiaandthe
world.Iamconfidentthatevengreaterefforts
willbemadebyourtwogovernmentstofur-
therthisobjective."

SEPTEMBER 15, 1980, FORTYYEARSAGO

In this new brittle role, one
in which you could accuse
her of over acting, it’s easy to
forget the young girl who,
with a mop of wayward curls
in a uniform world of
straight hair, had made such
a splash. We rooted for her
when she took on the role of
a troubled alcoholic in her
first film Gangster (2006)
and followed her on a
whirlwind solo honeymoon
in Queen (2013). In her, we
found a woman who spoke
up about her vulnerabilities
and her exploitation.
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WHATTHEOTHERSSAY
“Mr Modi’s short-sightedness will cost India dear. The country’s second Covid
wave may strike harder than the first.” —THEGUARDIANTHE IDEASPAGE
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As the US steps back from
the region, at least for now,
the resulting strategic
vacuum is likely to be filled
by other powers. Russia and
China are quite active in both
the Middle East and
Afghanistan. China has
traditionally avoided being
drawn into the region’s
political conflicts. But in
recent years, it has stepped
forward, if tentatively.
China’s future role in
Afghanistan, in partnership
with Pakistan, could be quite
significant and will be of
some concern for India.

Missing in NEP:
Rural youth

Thepolicyignoresthecrisisineducation
amongthemarginalisedmajority

inruralIndia

IN ITS ORIENTATION and strategies, the
National Education policy 2020 (NEP) is a
layered document that recommends sig-
nificant structural changes to the educa-
tion system, dips into the constructed
imaginariesofapastgloriousIndiathatcan
be retrieved via education, co-opts some
progressive ideas for elementary educa-
tion, and overall acts as a guiding star for
theaspirationsoftheurbanmiddle-classes.
Buteitherdeliberatelyorbythelimitedun-
derstanding of the committeemembers,
theNEPoverlooks the complexity of con-
temporaryrural India,whichismarkedby
asharpdecelerationof itseconomy,extant
forms of distress, and pauperisation of a
majorityof its citizens.
Although the NEP claims to “bridge

gaps inaccess,participationand learning
outcomes’’, itoverlooksthe fact thatpoor
quality education marks and mars the
livesof ruralcitizens.Neglectingtoengage
with any idea of fostering equality of ed-
ucational opportunity with equality in
qualityeducation, theNEPfails toaddress
the growing school differentiation in
which government schools are now pri-
marily attendedbychildrenof disadvan-
taged castes and Adivasi groups, while a
mushroomingofprivateschoolscaters to
the aspirations of the more advantaged
castes and classes. That such school dif-
ferentiation defies the idea of education
as a leveller and thepossibility of school-
ing acting as a shared experience that
forgessocialcoherenceisanissuethatthe
NEP committee seems tobeoblivious of.
Growing privatisation of education

alongwithnoassuranceof quality isplac-
ing a huge burden on citizens and the re-
port takes no cognisance of such trends.
Thefactthatruralcandidatesarefindingit
increasinglydifficulttogainentryintopro-
fessional education and the lack of fit be-
tween their degrees and the jobmarket
means that several lakhs of them find
themselvesboth“unemployable”andun-
employed. These are issues that find no
mention in thereport.
Overlooking the general adverse inte-

gration of the rural into the largermacro-
economyandintopoorqualitymasshigher
education, the report calls for the “estab-
lishmentoflarge,multi-disciplineuniversi-
ties and colleges” and places emphasis on
online and distance learning (ODL), with-
outpayingattention to the fact that corre-
spondencecoursesanddistanceeducation
degrees have become a source of revenue
generationforuniversitiesandinstitutions

andarerunwithoutguaranteesofquality.
Thereportfailstotakeintoaccounttheim-
pact of poor-quality higher education on
rural youthwho, inmanyways, aremani-
festingsignsofalienationfromtheirroots,
are disaffected and amenable to being re-
cruited intoviolentanti-socialactivities.
Recent reports of increasing suicides

amongyouthareanother indicatorof the
deep distress that they are experiencing.
The NEP calls for higher education insti-
tutestopromoteandsupporttheteaching
of “lokvidya”andithighlights the impor-
tanceofyoga,AYUSH,andSanskrit,which
can be taught along with Artificial
Intelligence, machine learning and digi-
tal learning,sothatyouthcanbeprepared
for a global economy. In this narrowper-
spective, there isnoscopeforconsidering
the establishment of smaller regional
learning centres in which the youth can
be taught a range of revamped older
knowledge systems along with newer
skills andknowledge.
Thepossibilityof forgingandpromot-

ing environmental studies for local eco-
logicalrestorationandconservation,agro-
ecologies that can draw on the varied
sophisticatedregionalagriculturalknowl-
edge and practices, reviving local health
andhealingtraditionsfromthevastreper-
toire of medical knowledge, or recognis-
ingvernaculararchitecturaltraditionsand
skills, and a range of artisan and crafts-
manship to use local resources and
thereby generate both employment and
revive regional economies finds nomen-
tionat all in theNEP.
Such measures can create a pool of

skilled and employable youthwhomay
makemeaningful lives in the rural itself
rather thanbecomepart of the tide ofmi-
grant labourwhose insecure and precari-
ous lives were all too evident during the
lockdownreturnmigration.TheNEPdraws
onitsneoliberaleconomicideasandmoots
the possibility of establishing “Special
Education Zones” in disadvantaged areas
andin“aspirationaldistricts”.Butthereport
providesnodetailsastohowsuchSEZswill
functionandwhowill be thebeneficiaries
of such institutions.Will such institutions
bebasedon themodels of Kota’s entrance
examcoachingindustryorwillitbelikethe
way inwhichChallakere, apastoral region
120kmfromBengaluru,wascarvedoutby
displacinglocalpastoralistsandfauna,and
establishinga“ScienceCity”thatcombines
a solar energy field, a nuclear processing
site, and a campus for undergraduates of
the Indian Instituteof Science?
Althoughthereportclaimsthatthepur-

poseofeducationistoachieve“fullhuman
potential,developanequitableandjustso-
cietyandpromotenationaldevelopment”,
it fails to cater to the needs of rural India’s
marginalisedmajority, who in somany
ways are rendered into being subjects
rather thancitizens.

Thewriter,asocialanthropologist,
isbased inKarnataka

AS THE THREAT of conflict on India’s China
frontier looms large and tensions with
Pakistan simmer on our western borders,
hopesforpeaceandreconciliationhaverisen
inAfghanistanandtheMiddleEast.Thefirst
direct talks between Kabul and the Taliban
insurgentsbeganlastweekatDoha,inQatar.
Today, the leaders of UAEwill sign a formal
peace agreement with Israel at theWhite
House. Bahrain, the secondGulf country to
announce the establishment of diplomatic
relationswith Israel in the last fewweeks,
will join theceremony.
Scepticscautionagainstraisinghopestoo

high.ThechancesoffailureinAfghanistanare
real.Andthemomentumbehindthenormal-
isation of ties between Israel and the Gulf
kingdoms, may not necessarily lead to
broaderpeace intheMiddleEast.Cynicssay
theUS initiatives in Afghanistan andArabia
aredrivenbyPresidentDonaldTrump’squest
for diplomatic victories weeks before the
election. Tobe fair though, President Trump
hasbeeneager,throughthelastfouryears,to
redeemhis pledge in the 2016 presidential
electionstoputanendtoAmerica’s“endless
wars” inthegreaterMiddleEast.
Talks betweenKabul and the Taliban to

generateanearlyceasefireandanewframe-
workforpoliticalreconciliationarepartofthe
agreement between theUS and the Taliban
signed earlier this year, underwhich theUS
has pledged towithdrawall its troops from
AfghanistanandtheTalibanhaspromisednot
toattacktheUSanditsallies.
TheMiddleEasthasalwaysbeenfarmore

intimately tied to US domestic politics.
Supporters hail Trump as the first US presi-
dent in decades not to drag America into a
newwar in theMiddle East. Joe Biden, his
Democratic rival, is unlikely to oppose
Trump’sdeal-makinginAfghanistanandthe
Middle East. But hewill certainly findways
todiminishthepresident’ssuccess.
It does not really matter if the motiva-

tions of Trump’s policy arewise or not. His
actionscreatenewfactsonthegroundand
havepoliticalconsequencesforotherstates.
The developments in Afghanistan and the
Middle East will have implications for a
largenumberofactors, includingIndia.Five
broad trends emerge from the current
peaceefforts inAfghanistanandtheMiddle
East. All of them demand a significant re-
thinkof Indianpositions.
Firstisthestrategicnatureofthetwosets

ofdevelopments.Giventhedifficultyof rec-
onciling the competing interests in
Afghanistan and theMiddle East, both the
peaceprocessesremainquitevulnerable.But
theunfoldingdynamicwill alter thegeopo-
litical landscape in both places. Whether
peace breaks out in Afghanistan or not, the
Taliban ishere tostay.
TheAfghanpeaceprocessisrootedinthe

recognitionthattheTalibancouldnotbede-
feated on the battlefield andmust be ac-
ceptedasa legitimatepolitical force.AsUAE
andBahrain joinEgyptand Jordan inhaving
formal relationshipswith Israel, there is no
escaping the fact that the contradiction be-
tweenArabsandIsraelisisnolongerthedom-
inantone intheregion.

Second is Arabia’s enduring importance
for the Subcontinent’s geopolitics. India’s
strategic community tends to take too nar-
rowaviewof theArabiansalience;thefocus
ismostlyonensuringoilsupplies,promoting
manpowerexports,andlimitingtheregion’s
impactonIndia’sPakistanproblem.Butthere
ismoretotheGulf.
Consider, for example, the fact that the

AfghanpeacetalksaretakingplaceinQatar,a
tinyGulfKingdom.Itmightbeworthrecalling
that theGulf Arabs played a key role in the
1980s defeating the Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan. TheUAEandSaudiArabiawere
theonlycountriestorecognisetheTalibangov-
ernment in the late 1990s. This timearound,
theyappeartohavetakenabackseat.Butthey
will not forever cede the lead inAfghanistan
totheirGulf rival,Qatar.
Delhiwill need topaymore attention to

the unfolding realignments in theMiddle
East, especiallybetweentheArabsandnon-
Arab states like Iran, Turkey and Israel. The
currentpeacedealsmarkahistoricchangein
the structure of those relations. They are
aboutareconciliationbetweenacriticalsec-
tionof theArabswith Israel and their grow-
ingconfrontationwithTurkeyandIran.
Third is theparadoxof Americanpower.

Trump’s moves in Afghanistan and the
MiddleEastarewidelyseenaspartof thein-
evitable decline of USpower. But the reality
remainsthattheUSistheoneforcingchange
inboththetheatres.Therewereawholelotof
attempts over the last decade fromRussia,
China,Europeandtheregionforapeaceset-
tlementinAfghanistan.Intheend,itwasthe
USpoliticalanddiplomaticweightthatfacil-
itatedtheformaldialoguebetweenKabuland
theTaliban.IntheMiddleEast,itistheUSthat
has led the efforts for a reconciliation be-
tweenIsraelandGulfArabs.
Fourth, as theUS steps back from the re-

gion, at least for now, the resulting strategic
vacuumis likely tobe filledbyotherpowers.
Russia andChina arequite active inboth the
MiddleEastandAfghanistan.Chinahastradi-

tionallyavoidedbeingdrawnintotheregion’s
political conflicts. But in recent years, it has
steppedforward, if tentatively.China’s future
role in Afghanistan, in partnership with
Pakistan,couldbequitesignificantandwillbe
ofsomeconcernforIndia.
But theGreaterMiddle East is no longer

the exclusive preserve of great powers.
Regionalpowershavealreadyacquiredmuch
sayinthenewgeopoliticsoftheMiddleEast.
If Qatar and UAE punch way above their
weight, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey are
locked in amajor contest for regional influ-
ence. All of them are involved in the proxy
wars in other countries. Meanwhile, Egypt
andIraqaretryingtoregaintheironceprivi-
legedplaces intheregionalhierarchy.
Finally,domesticturbulenceinmostcoun-

tries is intensifying.Religiousradicalism, sec-
tarian andethnic divisions, and the clamour
formore representative governments are
sharpening conflicts within and between
countries.Thecollapseoftheoilmarketisun-
derminingtheregion'seconomicfortunesand
makingitharder forpoliticalelitestoaddress
theemergingpoliticalchallenges.
India’sengagementwiththeMiddleEast

has traditionallybeen focusedonmaintain-
inggoodrelationswithall themajorpowers
in the region and avoiding involvement in
their internal and intra-regional conflicts.
Even in Afghanistan,where India’s security
stakeshavebeenvisiblyhigh,Delhihasresis-
tedbeingdrawntoodeep.
India’s framework of non-involvement,

however, is unlikely to survive the present
waveofstructuralchangeinAfghanistanand
Arabia.Astheoldorderbeginstocrumblein
the greaterMiddle East, the question is no
longerwhetherIndiashouldjointhegeopo-
litical jousting there; butwhen, howand in
partnershipwithwhom.

Thewriterisdirector, InstituteofSouth
AsianStudies,NationalUniversityofSingapore
andcontributingeditoroninternationalaffairs

forTheIndianExpress
RIGHTS UNDERMINED
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘The dog
whistle’ (IE, September 14). The Delhi
PolicenamingpersonalitieslikeSitaram
Yechury, Yogendra Yadav, Jayati Ghosh
and Apoorvanand, who protested
againstCAA-NRC,andconnectingthem
withDelhiriotslooksbizarre.Anypeace-
ful public protest is always against the
government. Inanelectoraldemocracy,
these protestsmake governments per-
formor engage in a course correction.
Thosewhodon'ttheybitethedustinthe
next election andanewgovernment is
elected.Brandingsuchprotestsascrime
of defamation and an act to destabilise
thegovernment,andattempttoconnect
themwitheventslikeriots,whichneeds
fair and independent probe, reflects an
undermining of democratic rights and
theruleof law.

LRMurmu,Delhi

BLAME GAME
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Who
stoked the embers?’ (IE, September
14).TheDelhiviolenceearlierthisyear
was a classic case of abuse of power.
Busy finding out who started it, we
have ignored its cause — fear. When
thestatecirculatesan ideologytooth-
erise a group within the country, the
apparatuses like the police no longer
serve citizens, but only the state, thus
maintaining hegemony. We saw ex-
actly this inDelhi. To say that thepro-
testersweremisled is a brazen infan-
tilisationof thosewhocameoutonthe
streets and demand equality — their
fundamental right. Misleading, in-
stead, is the rhetoric against the
Muslim community that has been
around for quite some time, and that

hasenjoyedimpunity.Thehate-spew-
ing rants have built a poisonous dis-
courseandordinarypeoplehavebeen
manipulated to forgetabout their lost
jobs andbleak future.

FatimaGhazali,Patna

HIGH STAKES
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Road
from Doha’ (IE, September 14). The
representation of India at the Intra-
Afghan Peace Talks in Doha is testi-
mony to the fact that it has formally
shedallher inhibitionstoopenlyshare
thestagewiththeTalibaninthe larger
interestof anAfghan-ledandAfghan-
owned national reconciliation. The
ministerial statementhashighlighted
India'sexpectationsfromtheoutcome
of this negotiation. India has high
stakes in a stable, peaceful and pros-
perousAfghanistan.

SudipKumarDey,Kolkata

LETTERS TO THEEDITOR

IN SEPTEMBER1962, Jawaharlal Nehruwas
askedbya reporter aboutminorChinese in-
cursionsintoIndianterritoryduringastopover
from London after attending the 12th
CommonwealthPrimeMinisters’Conference.
Herespondedthathehadinstructedhisarmy
tothrowouttheChinese.Theill-preparedand
sparselydistributedArmytriedtodojustthat
but ina fewdays, theChinesehadcrushingly
advanced into our territorywithin reach of
NewDelhi.Then,mysteriously,theyretreated
forreasonsthatarenotunequivocallyclear58
years later. The prevalent theory is that the
Chinesewerenotinterestedinourbarrenland.
They justwanted to chastise aglobe-trotting
PrimeMinisterwhohadbeenmaking arro-
gant and somewhat exaggerated statements
about India’s capabilities. Besides, theymay
haveneededadistractionfrommonumental
domesticeconomicandpoliticalcrises.
Timeforself-disclosure.Iamaneuropsy-

chiatrist, not a political analyst. Far smarter
andmoreaccomplishedindividualsareinin-
fluentialpositionsinNewDelhi.Ido,however,
pleadguiltytooff-dutyanalysesofhumanbe-
haviour andasmy family and friendswould
testify, amoccasionally right. Ninemonths
ago, Ibegantoco-authorabookonthecoro-
navirusbeforeasinglecasehadcometoIndia
and predicted then that the US and India

wouldhavethelargestnumberofcasesinthe
world. That theworld’smost powerful and
richestcountry,withthebestmedicalfacilities
and by far the greatest number of Nobel
Laureates would succumb to a tiny virus,
seemed an absurd and risky prediction.
Nonetheless,we took our chances. A couple
ofmonthslaterwhenournationaltallyofco-
ronacasesstoodat84anditwasbelievedthat
in a fewdayswewouldwin thewar against
thevirus,wepredictedtheopposite.Wecau-
tionedthatwewouldhavethelargestnumber
of cases in theworld.While that remains to
beseen,wehopeasweoftenhaveinthepast
fewmonths, thatwearewrong.Meanwhile,
over25otherpredictionswemadeaboutthe
pandemichaveborneout.Thisnewspaperre-
cently ran an analysis about how thewar
againsttheviruswasasgoodaslost.Wepray
that theviruswillwithdrawasmysteriously
as the Chinese army in 1962 and that the
Chinesewillnotoutsmartusasthevirushas.
Arguably, the fourgreatestgenerals inre-

cent history—Alexander, Caesar, Napoleon
and Rommel — repeatedly indulged in
painstakinglypatientdeceptions.Inthesum-
merof362BC,Alexandercalmlywaitedover
a month on the inhospitable bank of the
Jhelum.Hewas biding time against Porus’s
largearmywiththemostpowerfulbattletanks

of thetime,warelephants.Nowandthen,he
needled thema little andwithdrew. Porus’s
troopsgrewmoreconfidentandgotlulledinto
asenseofsecurity.Onerainynight,whilesend-
ing a small force across fromwhere he had
camped, hismain army crossed amonsoon
swollenrivertooutmanoeuvrePorusfromthe
rear.TheBattleoftheHydaspes(astheJhelum
was thenknown) continues tobe studiedby
militarystrategistsacrosstheworld.
Today, a China 10 timesmore powerful

thanus ineconomicandmilitarymight than
in1962,isneedlingus.Theyhavenotjustsin-
gled us out for aggressive posturing. Hong
Kong,TaiwanandtheSouthChinaSeahaveall
seen crowingdisplays ofmight. Analysts ar-
gue that thesemay come tonought and are
driven solely by domestic concerns. At least
three factions inChina jostle forpower—the
military,thepolitburoandwithinit,Chairman
Xi Jinping andhis enemies. In the years pre-
cedingtheSino-Chinesewar,ChairmanMao’s
GreatLeapForwardhadbeenacompletedis-
asterwith40-50millionstarvationdeaths.His
positionwas indangerandhebarelyhungin
during the 10th Plenumof the Party’s 8th
Central Committee in September 1962. A
monthlater,totalvictoryinthewarwithIndia
reinforcedhis power inChina. Could a 2020
warwith India attempt to restoreXi’s shaky

position?Afterall,everyoneadoresawar-win-
ning leader (Indira Gandhiwas unfettered
DurgaaftertheBangladeshwar).
Having conducted themselves disgrace-

fullyduringtheearlydaysofthepandemic,the
Chinesehavebrilliantly outmanoeuvred the
virus.Forus, theworstof thepandemic isyet
to come in loss of lives and livelihoods.We
aren’teventhinkingofthesecondwaveofthe
pandemic.Aswehavepointedoutinourbook,
the influenza pandemic of a 100 years ago,
whichkilledalmost100millionpeople(equiv-
alent to 425milliondeaths today) had three
waves,ofwhichthefirst,wasthesmallest.
In1962,theChineseoverwhelmedourill-

equipped frontier posts in successively large
waves of troops. Formanydecades, our sol-
dierswouldhave recurrent dreamsofwave
uponwaveof Chinese overwhelming them.
Whatnightmaresawaitourtroopsthisfalland
winter?IsArunachalPradeshthereal target?
LetushopethatthebureaucratsofSouthBlock
have all the answers and that their phones
havenotbeenhackedbytheChinese.

Parikhisdirector,MedicalResearch&Hon.
Neuropsychiatrist, JaslokHospital&Research
Centre,Mumbai.Hehasco-authoredThe
Coronavirus:WhatYouNeedToKnow

AboutTheGlobalPandemic
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Two countries and a virus
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II,,YYuuvvrraajj SinghS/oSukhvinder
SinghR/o-B-35Ground-
Floor,Surajmal Vihar,Delhi-
110092havechangedmyname
toYuvraaj SinghPermanently.

0040548520-2

II,,VViinnooddKumar,S/o-Devendra
SinghemployedasArmy,R/o
Vill.-Bhadaura,District
Bulandshahr,UP-havechanged
thenameofmyminor
daughter from Ku. BANDANA
ToVANDANASOLANKI for all
purpose. 0040548565-5

II,,SSuuddiikksshhaa Sethia Salias
SudikshaSethia SureshKumar
Sethia,D/o-SureshKumar
Sethia,Presently Residingat.C-
5/327, Third-floor,Sector-6,
Rohini,Delhi-85,have changed
myname toSudikshaSethia
all,purposes. 0040548561-6

II,,SSoouurraa Jyoti Bagchi S/o-
Sh.Manab Jyoti Bagchi R/o-
Flat.No257,Airforce&Naval
Officers Enclave,Plot.No. 11,
Sector-7, Dwarka,NewDelhi-
110077,have changemyname,
to SouraBagcchi for all,future
purpose. 0040548557-3

II,,RRaajjnnii KatariaW/oNavdeep
KatariaR/o-G-235 Second-
Floor,Sushant LokPhase-2
Sector-57,GurgaonHaryana-
122003,have changedmyname
toRajni ChhabraPermanently

0040548520-1

II,,KKoommaall D/oMaheshKumarR/o-
89/1438/8, St.No.9,Balbir Nagar
Extn.,Shahdara, Delhi-32,have
changedmyname fromKomal
toKomal Shrivastav.

0040548531-1

II,,JJeeeett Singh,S/o-PratapSingh
R/o-plot.no,1/4-G-
8,Kh.No.134/10,Near Laxmi
Vatika,Jai Vihar,Phase-
1,DichaonKalanNajafgarh,
New.Delhi-43,have changedmy
minor daughter’s name
LAXKITAI to LAKSHITA for
all,purposes. 0040548561-7

II,,JJaaggmmeeeett Kaur,D/o Late Ex.Dfr
Tara SinghBrar R/o-D-
4/11,Vashisht-Park, Pankha-
Road,NewDelhi-46,hereby
declare thatmynamewritten
inmyaadhar-cardas Jagmeet
Kaur and inmy father service-
records,it iswrittenas
JAGGWINDERKAURand it is
declared that JAGGWINDER
KAURand JAGMEETKAURare
oneand the sameperson. In
future, Iwill be knownby the
nameof JAGMEETKAUR,for all
purposes. 0040548565-6

II,,GGUURRSSAARRAANNLAL/GURUSARAN
LALS/OTIRATHRAMCHOPRA
R/OHNO.2463,SECTOR-2,
BAHADURGARH,JHAJJAR-
124507.HARYANA.CHANGEDMY
NAMETOGURSARANLAL
CHOPRA. 0040548561-2

II,,DDhhrruuaavvGirotra S/o.Rajesh
GirotraR/o.House.no-93
Saraswati-Kunj,Sector-53Golf
Course-RoadGurgaon,
Haryana-122001have changed
myname toDhruavKhurana
Permanently 0040548520-3

II,,AAsshhookkKumar,S/oPeer Baksh
R/o-D-17, 4th-Floor, Shaheen
Bagh,Abul-Fazal-EnclavePart-
II,Jamia-Nagar, Okhla,New
Delhi-25,have changedmy
name toRiyaz Shaikh,for all
purposes. 0040548565-1

I, Ujjwal, S/oRajkishanMongia,
R/oHouseNo.20-I, NewColony,
Gurgaon,Haryana-122001have
changedmyname toUjjwal
Mongia. 0040548561-4

II,,AAjjaayy Sharma,S/oSh.RamNath
Sharma, R/o-B-2/2224,Vasant-
Kunj,NewDelhi-70,have
changedmyname,fromAjay to
AjaySharma,for all,purposes
and that all thepeoplewill
knowmeby thenameofAjay
Sharma. 0040548565-3

II,, laxmi chaudhari D/Ovijaypal
R/OHouseno-30,gali no-1
Block -B sheetla colony,
Gurgaon,Hayana -122001have
changedmyname to laxmi
chaudhary 0070714202-1

II,, VandanaPatyal AliasVandana
VarmaD/oPyar SinghPatyal
andW/oVikashVarmaR/o 3A,
SiddharthCHS,Amravati Road,
8thmileDawlamati Nagpur,
Maharashtra-440023, have
changedmyname toVandana
Varma 0070714165-1

II,, Sushil Arora S/oTirathRam
R/o 10,WardNo-16, NewModel
Town,NearHMSchool,
FerozepurCity, Punjab-152002,
have changedmyname to
Sushil KumarArora

0070714191-1

II,, SonaKishoreMewaniD/o
KishoreHarbhagwandas
Mewani andW/oPuneet Rajesh
DarraR/o 286/6, KalyanApts,
GandhiMarket, Sion East, Sion,
Mumbai- 400022, have changed
myname toBhuvi PuneetDarra

0070714182-1

II,, SonaKishoreMewaniD/o
KishoreHarbhagwandas
Mewani andW/oPuneet Rajesh
DarraR/o 286/6, KalyanApts,
GandhiMarket, Sion East, Sion,
Mumbai- 400022, have changed
myname toBhuvi PuneetDarra

0070714182-1

II,, Anjul S/oRajendraPrasadR/o
HouseNo-112,Mistri Bazar,
Tapukada, Vill-Tapokara, Teh-
Tijara, Distt-Alwar, Rajasthan-
301707, have changedmyname
toAnjul RajendraSharma

0070714183-1

II,, HarishVermaS/O, Ved
PrakashR/o 710, AnandParvat,
MilitaryRoad, Punjabi Basti,
Karol Bagh,NewDelhi-110005,
have changedmyname to
HarishKumar. In future Iwill be
knownasHarishKumar for all
purposes. 0040548551-1

II,, Shashi BhushanS/o Indu
BhushanPrasadR/o-WZ-136A,
137A, 138A, First-Floor, Flat.No-
4,OmVihar-Phase-I, Uttam
Nagar, NewDelhi-110059, have
changed thenameofmyminor
son (DOB-14-06-2014) from
SameerKumar toAbhijeet
Gupta,for all recordand future
purposes. 0040548520-4

II,, SanjeevBansal S/oMohinder
KumarBansal R/oPlotNo-33
UpperGround Floor Blk-HPkt-2
Sector-11Rohini Delhi-110085
changedmyname toSanjeev
KumarBansal 0070714210-1

II,, SUKHVINDERSINGH,S/O
MAANSINGH,H.NO I-
51,NIRMALPURI,LAJPATNAGAR
-IV, SOUTH/EAST/DELHI-
110024, changedmyname to
SUKHVINDERSINGHSUDAN,
permanently. 0040548557-7

II,, RavinderKumarGuptaS/o
RamSwaroopGuptaR/o Flat
NumberB-6, PlotNumberB-
115, ShalimarGardenExt-II,
Ghaziabad, UP-201005, have
changedmyname toRavinder
Gupta 0070714179-1

II,, RajeshKumarMehta S/oB.D.
MehtaR/o 1084,Ground
Floor,Shakti KHand-4,
Indrapuram, Shipra Sun
City,Ghaziabad,Uttar Pradesh-
201014HaveChangedmy
Name toRajeshMehta.

0070714164-1

II,, Rajbir SinghRandhawaS/o
Kulwant SinghR/oVill Duburji
POUdhonangal, TehBaba
Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, Punjab-
143114, have changedmyname
toRajbir Singh 0070714171-1

II,, RAMPRASADS/oRAMANAND
ADDRESS-1/1, GROUND-
FLOOR,NAI BASTI KISHAN-
GANJ,SHRI-KRISHNA
TEMPLE,PADAM-NAGAR,DELHI-
110007, changedmyname to
LALMANI. 0040548557-1

II,, Prachi, D/O.Jakir Sahib
R/O.WZ-215/2, GuruNanak
Nagar,Street.No.4&5,New
Delhi-110018,have changedmy
name toPrachi Vashisht,for
future references. 0040548557-8

II,, PoonamD/oSatpal Sharma
R/o-D-54, Gali.No.8,Dharam
puri,Khyala, NewDelhi-110018,
have changedmyname to
PoonamSharma,for all,future
purpose. 0040548557-2

II,,MurtuzaKhanS/oNabiDad
KhanR/oHouseNo-9D, Pocket-
F, GTBEnclave, DilshadGarden,
Delhi-110095, have changedmy
name toMurtazaKhan

0070714157-1

IIMukeshKumar S /O Jagdish
Kumar R /O -wz- 137 ,Shadipur,
Delhi- 110008.Thatmy ,my
wife,andmyson’s namewas
inadvertentlywrittenas
Mukesh choker,Laxmi choker
andGarishth.butmy,mywife
andmyson’s correct name is
MukeshKumar, Laxmi and
GarishthChhoker. 0040548565-4

II NeelamTripathiW/oYogesh
Tripathi R/o-C-1/9F, DLF-
Colony, Bhopura,Sahibabad,
Ghaziabad, inform thatmy
Flat-No-S-2, 2nd-Floor,MIG
BackSide, Plot-No-C-1/9, DLF
DilshadExt-2, Bhopura,
Sahibabad, Ghaziabad,
Registry&PowerofAutono
havebeenactually lost. Please
Contact aboveaddress/Call-
9873180518 0040548531-3

II RajinderKumar Sethi S/o-Late
Shri BhagwanDasSethi R/o-D-
100, SecondFloor, Prashant
Vihar, Delhi-110085 Inform that
R.K.Sethi, RajendraKumar
Sethi, RajenderKumar Sethi &
Rajinder Kumar Sethi is theone
andsameperson 0040548501-1

II SARABJEETKAUR,W/O
DILBAGHSINGH,R/OD-81,
BHAGATSINGHPARK,
SIRASPUR, DELHI-110042, HAVE
CHANGEDMYNAMETO
SARABJITKAUR. 0040548557-5

II,, ARUNKUMARVERMA, S/O
KRISHANLALVERMA,R/O-B-18
GOLDENPARKSHIVPURI
KRISHNANAGAR,DELHI
110051,have changedname to
ARUNVERMA. 0040548557-4

II,, Belal AhmedS/oAbdulGani
R/o-E-159-160, JJ-Colony,
Madipur,PaschimVihar, Delhi-
63,have changedmyname to
Bilal Ahmed 0040548531-2

II,, Chanchal AliasUpashna
Surinder Pal D/oMadanLal and
W/oSurinder Pal R/oHouseNo-
123, 1st Floor, StreetNo-5,
Nirankari Colony, Delhi-110009,
have changedmyname to
UpashnaSurinder Pal

0070714181-1

II,, GunjanD/oDeepChandRajora
R/oR-846CampNo.5 Jwalapuri
SunderViharDelhi-110087 have
changedmyname to Gunjan
Rajora for all futurepurposes.

0040548529-1

II,, KOMALD/OGURSARANLAL
CHOPRAR/OHNO.2463,
SECTOR-2, BAHADURGARH,
JHAJJAR-124507. HARYANA.
HAVECHANGEDMYNAMETO
KOMALCHOPRA. 0040548561-1

II KashishD/o-Adil HussainR/o-
M-44A, Batla-House,Jamia-
Nagar, ND-25.inform that,name
ofmy father,has-been
mention,inmy10th-certificate
asAdil Hussain instead,of Adil
Husain. 0040548565-2

II,, Liji RajukuttyN., S/o Late Sh.
N.R. Rajukutty, R/o.B-1/3,
U.D.A.P. Colony, NehruNagar,
NewDelhi-110065hereby
declare thatmynames ‘Lijiraj’,
‘N.L. Raj’ and ‘N.L. Rajukutty’
are namesof oneand the same
person. In future I shall be
knownas ‘N.L. Rajukutty’ for all
purposes. 0040548523-1

II,, Kartik S/oAshokR/oH.No-
841/31DevColonyRohtak
Haryana-124501 changedmy
name toKartik Rohaj

0070714197-1

II,, LajayaDeviW/oDinDayal
Bhardwaj R/oK-38, IInd Floor,
Khirki ExtensionMalviya
Nagar, NewDelhi-110017, have
changed myname to Lajja
Bhardwaj for all future
purposes. 0040548493-1

II,, Liji RajukuttyN., S/o Late Sh.
N.R. Rajukutty, R/o.B-1/3,
U.D.A.P. Colony, NehruNagar,
NewDelhi-110065hereby
declare thatmynames ‘Lijiraj’,
‘N.L. Raj’ and ‘N.L. Rajukutty’
are namesof oneand the same
person. In future I shall be
knownas ‘N.L. Rajukutty’ for all
purposes. 0040548523-1

II,, ViploveR/oVPOPalhawas,
Rewari have changedmyminor
child name fromMitu toMeetu
for all futurePurpose.

0070714162-1

II,,MahboobKhanS/oMo
ShameemR/oN-12/164-9-S,
Uchawa, Bazardiha, Bajardiha,
Varanasi, UP-221109, that name
ofmy father hasbeenwrongly
writtenasMdShameemKhan
inmy10thClassCertificate.
Theactual nameofmy father is
MoShameem 0070714187-1

II TAJINDERKAUR,W/OSURINDER
SINGHKAPOOR,H.NO-B,227
HARINAGAR,U-F-FNEWDELHI-
110064, Have changedmy
name toTEJINDERKAUR.

0040548557-6

I,RAJIVGUPTAS/ORAMNIWAS
GUPTAR/OC2/52,FIRST-
FLOOR,JANAKPURI,DELHI-
110058.HAVECHANGEDMY
NAMETORAJEEVGUPTA.

0040548561-3

I, Parth S/o DeepakKumar, R/o
L-13, Kirti Nagar,WestDelhi,
DELHI-110015, have changed
myname to ParthPatheja.

0040548561-5

II,, AnkushKumar S/oSurender
SinghR/o 9, TeekaChhel,
Tehsil-Sujanpur, Distt-
Hamirpur, HP-176111, have
changedmyname toAnkush
Kumar Sudyal 0070714194-1

II,, Sakshi D/oBrijlal R/o.h.no-
140/163, nehru ekta-colony
sector-7 r.k.puram,nd-22,have
lostmyoriginal-certificate
class-10th(2008) Rollno-
6402628 class-12th(2010)
Rollno-6691456CBSE-Delhi,

0040548565-9

PUBLIC NOTICE
BE IT KNOWN TO ALL THAT OUR CLIENT MR MRINAL
SHIVELY, MS PAYAL SHIVELY AND MRS VINEETA
SHIVELY HAVE SHOWN THEIR INTEREST TO
PURCHASE PROPERTY BEARING ENTIRE SECOND
FLOOR OUT OF PLOT NO.A-215, DEFENCE COLONY,
NEW DELHI-110024 FROM ITS REGISTERED
OWNERS MRS MADHU NANGIA AND MR ASHIT
KUMAR NANGIA
THE BRIEF HISTORY OF THE SAID PROPERTY IS AS
UNDER:-
MR NARSINGH DEV BHASIN AND MR NARENDER
KUMAR BHASIN WERE THE FREEHOLD OWNERS OF
THE ENTIRE PROPERTY BY VIRTUE OF
CONVEYANCE DEED EXECUTED BY L&DO IN THEIR
FAVOUR WHICH WAS DULY REGISTERED ON 31-03-
2009 VIDE REGN NO.3658 IN BOOK NO.1 VOLUME
NO.9161 ON PAGES 115-17
MR NARSINGH DEV BHASIN AND MR NARENDER
KUMAR BHASIN ENTERED INTO A COLLABORATION
AGREEMENT WITH M/S I.G. BUILDERS AND
PROMOTERS PVT LTD THROUGH ITS DIRECTOR MR
GIREESH CHAUDHARY AND ALSO EXECUTED A
GPA IN FAVOUR OF MR GIREESH CHAUDHARY
WHICH WAS DULY REGD ON 11-05-2010
AS PER COLLABORATION AGREEMENT, M/S I.G.
BUILDERS AND PROMOTERS PVT LTD BECAME THE
OWNERS OF ENTIRE SECOND FLOOR AND THIRD
FLOOR WITH ROOFRIGHTS OUT OF THE SAID
PROPERTY
MR NARSINGH DEV BHASIN AND MR NARENDER
KUMAR BHASIN THROUGH THEIR GPA HOLDER MR
GIREESH CHAUDHARY DIRECTOR OF M/S I.G.
BUILDERS & PROMOTERS PVT LTD SOLD THE
ENTIRE SECOND FLOOR PORTION OUT OF THE
SAID BUILT-UP PROPERTY TO MRS MADHU NANGIA
AND MR ASHIT KUMAR NANGIA VIDE SALE DEED
DULY REGD IN THE OFFICE OF SRO-V NEW DELHI
ON 20-08-2011 AS DOCUMENT NO.13136 IN BOOK
NO.1 VOLUME NO.11403 ON PAGES 88-107
IF ANY PERSON/LEGAL HEIR/CLAIMANT HAS ANY
RIGHT, TITLE OR INTEREST IN THE SAID PORTION
OF THE SAID PROPERTY, HE/SHE/ THEY MAY
CONTACT THE UNDERSIGNED WITH
DOCUMENTARY PROOF WITHIN 15 (FIFTEEN) DAYS
OF PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE AND AFTER
THAT NO CLAIM AGAINST THE SAID PORTION OF
THE SAID PROPERTY SHALL BE ADMISSIBLE

RAVI CHOPRA
ADVOCATE
9811020745

OFFICE NO. 1, FIRST FLOOR,
DDA MARKET POCKET-A-1,
MAYUR VIHAR-III, DELHI-96

PUBLIC NOTICE
The General Public Notice is hereby given, on
behalf of our client, Shri Anil Yadav, 372
Akshardham Apts , Pocket-3, Sector-19,
Dwarka, New Delhi, as Shri Dharmesh
Prasad, S/o Late Shri N. M. Prasad, IFS
(Retd.), residing at 17-C, Ashok Nagar, Park
Road, Ranchi, Jharkhand through his agent
Anoop Malik S/o Prannath Malik is negotiating
with our client to sell the property owned and
possessed by him, as described in the
Schedule below as ‘the Said Property’.
All persons claiming any right, title and/ or
interest and/or encumbrance in the said
property or any part thereof, including but not
limited by way of sale, gift, lease, transfer
deed, inheritance, tenancy, agreements,
MOU, mortgage, charge, lien, trust, security,
attachment, acquisition or otherwise,
howsoever, are hereby required to make the
same known to the undersigned at our office,
along with, relevant documents, evidencing
any claim whatsoever, in respect of the said
property within 15 days from the date hereof,
failing which the transaction of sale and
purchase of the Said Property will be
completed, without any reference to such
claim and the same, if any, shall be
considered as non-existent and /or waived.

SCHEDULE
DESCRIPTION OF THE SAID PROPERTY

Freehold DDA Residential Flat No. 269, on II
Floor, along-with Scooter Garage on GF,
situated at Pocket-1, Sector-19, Dwarka
Residential Scheme, Dwarka, New Delhi

S/d Advocate Payal Jain and Associates
Office:- 24/30, Shakti Nagar, GF,

PLACE: NEW DELHI Delhi-110007
DATE: 12 September 2020 Tele: 9868045019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it Known that My Client SH.
KAILASH S/o SH. HANUMAN R/o
12, Jhagdet Kalan Alwar,
Neemuchana Rajasthan-301024, do
hereby Disown/Debar his Son
namely DEEPAK YOGI and from all
his movable & immovable properties
& severe his relations from them as
they are no more in there control. If
any body dealing with them, shall be
doing at his/her own risk cost &
responsibility.

PARKASH CHAND (Advocate)
EnrI.No.D-9065/2019.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to General public that my
client Dropati Devi Gupta Wife of Late
Ved Prakash Gupta R/o 390 Sunlight
Colony-1 New Delhi 110014 has
disowned and debarred her Son Yogesh
Kumar and Wife Geetanjali from
severed her all relations and her all
moveable, immoveable properties and
also severed all her relations with them
due being them disobedient and
disloyal towards my client. My client
shall not be responsible for any their
acts deeds done by them anyone
dealing with them shall be on their risk
andconsequences.

Usha Mahajan (Advocate)
Ch No.807 Patiala House

New Delhi-110001

''IMPORTANT''
Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, it isnotpossible toverify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot be
held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurredasaresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies or
entering into any agreements
with advertisers or otherwise
acting on an advertisement in
any manner whatsoever.

Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai-51.
Tel: 022-26590001/4000 Fax:022-26591264
Website: https://mmrda.maharashtra.gov.in

MUMBAI METROPOLITAN REGION
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A Government of Maharashtra Undertaking)

Date : 15/09/2020
Place: Mumbai

Name of Work : Design and Construction of Flyover at Kalyan Phata
Junction, Shilphata Junction and Underpass at Kalyan Phata Junction
on Old NH-4.
1) Estimated Cost : 195,24,52,830/- (Excluding GST)
2) Cost of Blank Tender Form : Rs. 11,800/-
3) Earnest Money Deposit : Rs. 97,62,000/-
4) Contract Period : 30 Months (including monsoon)
• Bid Document download : - 15/09 /2020 (12.01 hrs.) to

05 /11/2020 (12.00 hrs.)
• Last date of online submission: - 05/11/2020 (12.00 hrs.)
Note: The e-Tender can be downloaded from e-Tendering Portal: https://
etendermmrda.maharashtra.gov.in. Any additional information, Corrigendum
& help for uploading & downloading the e-tender, may be availed by contacting
MMRDA’s e-tendering service desk at the following id: etendersupport@
mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in or call us on 022-26597445.

For further information if required you may please contact
Shri.M.Y.Patil,ExecutiveEngineeronTelephonenumber022-26594049oron
E-mail : mohan.patil@mailmmrda.maharashtra.gov.in.

Fu
lra
ni

e-TENDER NOTIcE

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

MMRDA

NOTICE
Subject: Procurement of proprietary items from M/S Abbott diagnostics Technologies, Norway.

SKIMS intends to procure following equipments on proprietary basis from M/S Abbott Diagnostics Technologies Norway, for
various departments of SKIMS being their proprietary item as claimed by the company:-

In this connection, objections (if any) from companies manufacturing/marketing, such equipments capable of delivering the
same result as intended from the above equipments, regarding the proprietary nature of the above item should be communicat-
ed within 15 days on the above mentioned email id/fax after which the claim of the company who has claimed for the proprietor-
ship of the said item shall be accepted.

Sd/- Asstt. Material Management Officer
Imports.

Enclosure: Proprietary certificate as provided by M/S Abbott diagnostics Technologies As Norway.

May 12, 2020

To Whom it may concern

PROPRIETARY CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the below mentioned products along-with the catalogue no.’s are the proprietary items, manufactured by us,
M/s Abbott Diagnostics Technologies AS, P.O. Box, 6863 Rodelokka, N-0504 Oslo, Norway, having manufacturing premises at
M/s Abbott diagnostics Technologies AS, Kjelsasveien 161, N-0884 Oslo, Norway.

Sincerely,
Eldri Prestegard
Regulatory Affaris Manager
Abbott Diagnostics Technologies AS

Government of Jammu & Kashmir
Sher·i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura Srinagar-190011

Email : ammoimports@skims.ac.in Fax 0194-2403403

IMPORTS SECTION

No: SIMS-324-Afinion-2020-2891-98-5288-90
Dated 14.09.2020
SMS-5288

S No Description

1. Afinion 2 system

2. Cholestech LDX system

3. Cholestech LDX Lipid profile,

4. Afinion 2 HbA1c

5. Afinion 2, ACR

6. Afinion CRP

Catalogue No. (REF) Product Name Pack Size

1116772 AFINION TM2 1 analyzer

1116050 Cholestech Ldx 1 analyzer

1116061 Alere Afinion TM Data Connectivity Converter 1 unit

1116781 AfinionTM ACR 15 tests

1116779 Afinion TM ACR Control 2x1x1.0mL

1116787 AFINION TM2 CRP 15 tests

1116785 Afinion TM CRP Control 2x2x.0.5 mL

1116795 AFINION TM2 HbA1c 15 tests

1116793 Afinion TM HbA1c Control 2x1x.0.5 mL

1116801 Cholestech Ldx lipid cartridge 10 tests

1116800 Cholestech Ldx lipid cartridge 1 optic cassett

Abbott Diagnostics
Technologies As

Abbott Diagnostics Technologies As
Kjelsaskeien 161

P.O. Box 6863 Rodelokka
NO-0504 Oslo Norway.

T: 4724056000, F:+4724056010
Enterprise No. 981363019 MVA

GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER BOMDILA

HYDRO POWER DIVISION-II,
DEPARTMENT OF HYDRO POWER DEVELOPMENT

PO: BOMDILA, WEST KAMENG DISTRICT
PRESS NOTICE FOR e-TENDERS

The Executive Engineer, Bomdila Hydro Power Division-II, DHPD, Bomdila
on behalf of the Governor of Arunachal Pradesh, invites lump sum fixed
tender for C/o Common Service Centre at Kalaktang on trunkey basis in
electronic tendering system from approved and eligible Contractors for the
following works.

Sl
No.

Name of
work

Estimated
Cost (Rs.
In Lakhs)

Earnest
Money
(Rs. In
Lakhs)

Cost of bid
documents

(Rs. In
Lakhs)

Start &
Closing
date for

Online bid
submission

Scope
of

Work

No. BHPD-II/
Tender-

01/2020-21/
373-80

Dtd.06.2020

C/O
Common
Service

Centre at
Kalaktang.

116.20 1.162
(APST)

2.324 (Non
APST)

0.01 07.09.2020
at 1400 Hrs

to
16.09.2020
at 1500 Hrs.

Civil
works

Other details are available on the SBD uploaded on URL,
https://dhpd.ar.etenders.in

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Bomdila Hydro Power Division-II,
DHPD, Bomdila

DIPR No. ARN/13148-50

The Haryana State Federation of Consumers’
Co-operative Wholesale Stores, Limited

(CONFED HARYANA)

DETAIL NOTICE INVITING TENDER

e-Tender is invited on the prescribed tender form from reputed and financially sound transporters for the peri-
od from 01.10.2020 to 31.03.2021 may be extended for further 6 months in single stage two cover system i.e.
request for pre-qualification/Technical Bid (online Bid under Technical Envelope) and request for Financial Bid
(comprising of price bid proposal under online available Commercial Envelope) for the transportation of:-
1. Doorstep delivery of food-grains i.e. Wheat, Bajra, Sugar, Pulses, Mustard Oil, Fortified Atta etc. or any other
consumer items to Fair price Shops under TPDS or other Welfare scheme in Sub Divisions falling in Districts
Gurgaon, Narnaul, Mewat and Faridabad from FCl/Agency/CONFED godowns.
The prescribed tender form containing detailed terms and conditions can be had from
https://etenders.hry.nic.in. The e-tender duly completed with requisite earnest money shall be opened by the
Committee. Tenderer shall be required to quote separate rates of Sub Division wise falling in the District.
Separate tender should be submitted by the tenderer for each Sub Division falling in the District. The schedule
of e-tender is as under:

For details, please visit 'Tender' Section on https://etenders.hry.nic.in. The tender notice and tender documents
are available on website.
Interested parties may remain present at the time of opening of e-tender for making negotiation, if any. The
undersigned reserve the right to cancel/reject all or any tender without assigning any reason thereof.

Dr. R.S. Dhillon, IAS
Managing Director

District

Gurugram, Narnaul,
Mewat and Faridabad

Release/calling of
tender upto 09.00

PM

14.09.2020

Last date of reg-
istration with

portal

24.09.2020 upto
05.00 PM

Opening of technical bid
and cheking of document

upto 10.00 AM

25.09.2020

Opening of financial bid
and negotiation

25.09.2020 or as decided
Committee

82775/HRY

New Delhi
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Notice to candidates for interview for the post of Staff Nurse For Health Services,
Haryana Against Advt. No. 1/2015, Cat No. 01, with Corrigendum Dated 25.10.2016
Chief Secretary to Government of Haryana vide memo No. 22/149/2015-1 GS-III dated 5th March, 2019, has

informed that the State Government has decided that in respect of all advertisements where result of SBC has
been put on hold due to Court Orders, the Haryana Staff Selection Commission shall treat the SBC posts to be
under the Unreserved/General Category.

Therefore now, the Commission in continuation of earlier notice dated 11.08.2017 and 21.05.2020 calling the
candidates for interview on the basis of scrutiny of documents already held hereby calls the following candi-
dates bearing following Roll Numbers for interview/viva voce provisionally and further subject to fulfilment of
their eligibility conditions as per advertisement and service rules for consideration against the 91 posts belong-
ing to General Category (earlier SBC Category). The marks secured by the last shortlisted candidate are given
in bracket.
Advt. No. 01/2015, STAFF NURSE, Cat. No. 01
GENERAL ( 229 General + 91 SBC Posts earlier = 320 Posts)
15100291 15100306 15100547 15100840 15100920 15101265 15101428 15101761
15101770 15101803 15101876 15101908 15101934 15101956 15102104 15102193
15102335 15102406 15102468 15102537 15102591 15102656 15102682 15102802
15102833 15102876 15102984 15102987 15103095 15103240 15103482 15103545
15103603 15103708 15103829 15103846 15103913 15103915 15104068 15104142
15104186 15104272 15104275 15104515 15104547 15104552 15104703 15104805
15105000 15105068 15105097 15105099 15105238 15105242 15105249 15105281
15105383 15105421 15105498 15105528 15105568 15105697 15106278 15106351
15106378 15106550 15106611 15106685 15106769 15107103 15107520 15107707
15108114 15108221 15108507 15108687 15108911 15108941 15109323 15109438
15109491 15109545 15109592 15109693 15109724 15109743 15109765 15109877
15110117 15110297 15110920 15110994 15111112 15111200 15111205 15111698
15111703 15111779 15111783 15111812 15111920 15112031 15112034 15112058
15112456 15112618 15112838 15112909 15113045 15113088 15113106 15113185
15113369 15113420 15113489 15113739 15113815 15114247 15114254 15114404
15114424 15114477 15114660 15114940 15115162 15115233 15115297 15115322
15115347 15115431 15115463 15115593 15115940 15116111 15116119 15116268
15116516 15116574 15116777 15116826 15116888 15116965 15116985 15116996
15117022 15117138 15117196 15117327 15117439 15117496 15117629 15117663
15117848 15117914 15118110 15118192 15118207 15118232 15118299 15118378
15118386 15118409 15118592 15119133 15119255 15119309 15119505 15119618
15119878 15119934 15120740 (68)
1. The interview of the above candidates will be held on 07.10.2020 and 08.10.2020 in Commission's Office.

The candidates are advised to download the Admit Card for interview from the website of the Commission
on/after 02.10.2020, candidates should report at 09.00 A.M. as per admit card in the Commission office,
Bays No. 67-70, Sector-2, Panchkula. All candidates are also directed to bring all original documents, set
of self attested copies of all documents.

2. The candidates having roll number 15100530 and 15114254 have been called for Scrutiny of Documents
cum interview provisionally.

3. In case a candidate does not appear for Viva-Voce/interview, he/she will be given no further opportunity
thereafter. Candidates who have already been interviewed in court case, need not to appear again for inter-
view/Viva Voce. If any candidate having any orders from any competent court of law regarding Scrutiny of
Documents and interview, they should also be present at above mentioned date and venue alongwith all
relevent documents.

4. While every care has been taken in preparing and uploading the result, possibility of inadvertent/technical
errors cannot be ruled out. The Commission reserves the right to rectify the same later on.

5. The result is also available on the website of HSSC i.e. www.hssc.gov.in
Sd/-

Secretary
Haryana Staff Selection Commission

Dated:-11.09.2020

HARYANA STAFF SELECTION COMMISSION
BAYS NO. 67-70, SECTOR-2, PANCHKULA-134151

(www.hssc.gov.in)

82779/HRY

2 Assistant Librarian ( Group B ) 01 Level-06 UR

1 Asst. Professor (Special Education) 01 Rs.60,000/-

2 Special Educator

1 Lecturer in Physiotherapy ( Group A ) 01 Level-10 SC

Category

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
(Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government of India)

An ISO 9001: 2015 Institution

SI.
No. Name of the Post No.of

Post Level

SI.
No. Name of the Post No.of

Post
Consolidated Salary

per month

This Institute invites applications from eligible candidates for the following
Regular Posts to be filled on Direct Recruitment basis.

Employment Notice No : 02/2020

NIEPID, Secunderabad HQs

CRC Nellore (on contractual basis)

TheLast date for receipt ofCompletedApplication forms is 29.10.2020
Thedetailed notification is available on institute’swebsite:www.niepid.nic.in

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for the following posts to be
filled on Contractual basis at Composite Regional Center for Skill
Development, Rehabilitation & Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities,
Nellore, Andhra Pradesh State.

Manovikas Nagar, Secunderabad-500 009, Telangana.
Tel: 091-40-27751741-745, Fax : 091-40-27750198.www.niepid.nic

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE EMPOWERMENT
OF PERSONS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES(DIVYANGJAN)

Director

01 Rs.32,000/-- MR/HI/VI

Govt to HC: Law, values do
not allow same-sex unions
SOFIAHSAN
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

JUST OVER two years after the
Supreme Court decriminalised
consensual homosexual rela-
tions,theCentreonMondayop-
posedapetitionseekingthereg-
istrationof same-sexmarriages
under The HinduMarriage Act,
1955, submitting that “our law,
legalsystem,society,ourvalues”
donot recognise suchunions.
Solicitor General of India

TusharMehtamadethesubmis-
sionatthebeginningofthehear-
ing before a Division Bench of
Chief JusticeDNPatelandJustice
Prateek Jalan.
“Subjecttomytakinginstruc-

tions(fromthegovernment),my
legaltakeisitisnotpermissible”,
Mehtatoldthecourt.
Allowing the prayer would

runcontrarytoexistingstatutory
provisions,theSGsaid.“Ourlaw,

legal system, society, our values
donot recognise themarriage–
whichisasacrament–between
asame-sexcouple,”hesaid.
Oneamongthecouplehasto

beamanandtheotherawoman
to fall or not fall within the de-
greesofprohibitedrelationships
under theAct,headded.
“Thisisnotaspermyinstruc-

tions. I checked up the law and
unlessanduntilthecourtwould
do violence tomany provisions
of law,thiscannotbepermitted,”
Mehtasaid.
He submitted thathewould

not even file an affidavit in re-
sponse to the public interest
plea, and would only rely on
statutoryprovisions.Referringto
specificprovisionsrelatingtodo-
mestic violence, Mehta asked:
“Whowillbetreatedasawife(in
asame-sexmarriage)?”
On the Supreme Court's

September6,2018orderreading
down IPC Section 377, Mehta

submitted:“Thejudgmentofthe
Constitution Benchmerely de-
criminalises homosexuality or
lesbians.Nothingmore,nothing
less.”
The High Court questioned

the need for filing a PIL in the
case,andtoldthecounselforpe-
titioners that the persons could
cometothecourtintheeventof
denial of registration.
Adjourning the matter to
October 21, the court asked the
counsel to bring on record in-
stancesof,or factsabout thede-
nialofregistrationofmarriageto
same-sexcouples.
The Bench had earlier ob-

served that changeswere hap-
pening across the world, and
thatitwouldkeepanopenmind
while hearing the matter on
merits.“Whatourconstitutional
valuesrequire,wewillsee...,”the
court said.
Advocate Raghav Awasthi,

who appeared for petitioner

Abhijit IyerMitraandothers,ar-
guedthatintheabsenceofadec-
laration froma court or author-
ity,same-sexcoupleswerebeing
deniedregistrationof theirmar-
riage under the 1955 Act. This,
thecounselsaid,washappening
despitetheSupremeCourt'sver-
dict on IPC Section 377. It was
also argued that the definition
within TheHinduMarriage Act
does not say that themarriage
has to take place between a
‘man’anda ‘woman’.
Awasthi submitted that the

denial of registration impacted
boththerighttoequalityandthe
right to life, because benefits
availabletoheterosexualcouples
weredeniedtohomosexualcou-
ples.
The court was told that one

of thepetitionerswanted to get
hismarriageregistered,andthat
somecoupleswhohadbeende-
niedregistration,werereluctant
toapproach thecourt.

MANISHSAHU
MAHOBA,SEPTEMBER14

THE POLICE are searching for a
local gangster in the attack on
businessmanIndraKantTripathi
aweek ago, for which the then
Mahoba superintendent of po-
lice is amongthosebooked.
Thepolice said the gangster,

Ashu Bhadoria, nowmissing,
had called up a close relative of
Tripathi enquiring about his
whereaboutsthreehoursbefore
hewas shot at by unidentified
assailants on September 8.
Tripathi, 44, died of his injuries
onSundaynight.
Late Monday the govern-

ment announced an SIT to be
headed by Inspector General,
Varanasi Range, Vijay Singh
Meenatoprobetheincidentand
submita report in sevendays.
Tripathi’s family has pro-

vided the police an audio clip
where Bhadoria purportedly is
askingTripathi’sbrother-in-law
BrijeshShuklaabouthiswhere-
abouts, around noon on
September8.WhenShuklasays
Tripathi had been untraceable
since the day before, with both
his cellphones switchedoff, the
caller believed to be Bhadoria
tellshimtofindTripathiassoon
as possible, adding, “Raja saheb
naaraz ho rahe hain (Raja saheb
isannoyed)…Findoutwherehe
is…onecantalktoeachother…
Agar nahin pata karoge toh phir
samajh rahe ho baat ko (If you
don’t...youknowwhatImean).”
Tripathi’s elder brother Ravi

KantTripathisaidtheyhadasked
thepolice to look intothecall.
NewlyappointedMahobaSP

Arun Kumar Srivastava said
Bhadoriahadfourcriminalcases

against him. After the police in-
voked the Goonda Act against
him, he had shifted base to
Madhya Pradesh but kept visit-
ingMahoba, sources said.
“We areworking on several

leads, including the audio clip,”
Srivastava said.Anofficer said it
was only after Bhadoria’s arrest
wouldtheyknowwhothe“Raja
sahib”hewasreferring towas.
Srivastavasaidthepolicewere

also looking into Tripathi’s post
onsocialmediahoursbeforethe
attackthathewouldholdapress
conference the next day on the
harassment hewas facing from
MahobaSPManiLalPatidar.
With Tripathi’s death, the

chargeswouldnowbealteredto
murder, Additional Director
General,Prayagraj,PremPrakash
said.
OnMonday, as the body of

Tripathiwasbroughthome,fam-
ily members and locals held a
protest demanding arrest of the
accusednamed in the case. The
familyheldhislastritesonlyafter
thepolicepromisedswiftaction.

In a video recorded before
theattack, Tripathihadaccused
SP Patidar of criminal intimida-
tion and of trying to extort
money from him. A stone
crusher who also supplied ex-
plosivesformining,Tripathihad
sufferedbusinesslossesrecently.
PatidarandDevendraShukla,

theSHOofKabrai PoliceStation
underwhosejurisdictiontheat-
tack happened, have both been
booked in the case and placed
undersuspension.Thetwooth-
ers named in the FIR are local
businessmen Suresh Soni and
Brahmdutt.
OnMonday,thepoliceques-

tioned Tripathi’s business part-
ners Purushotam Soni and Bal
Kishore. Questioning this, Ravi
Kant said, “Wearehurt that the
policearetargetingpeopleclose
to us than the real culprits.
PurushotamandBalKishoreare
likeour family friends.”
HesaidPatidarandhisasso-

ciates had threatened to ruin
Tripathi’s life,evenkillhim, ifhe
didnotpayupextortionmoney.

DEBRAJDEB
AGARTALA,SEPTEMBER14

THEWESTTripuradistrictadmin-
istrationonMondayservedano-
ticetoavernacularmorningdaily,
asking it to provide evidence in
supportofanewsarticleitcarried
onCovid-19orfaceaction.
ThenewsarticleintheDainik

Sambadpublished September 3
sai dthe situation at three Covid
Centres—GBPHospital, Shahid
Bhagat Singh YouthHostel and
Hapania Industry Department
auditorium—were “indescrib-
able”,saidthatthelockdownand
curfewwouldn’t be able to pre-
ventorcontainCovid-19,andsaid
highlightedthe insufficientPPEs
availablewiththegovernment.
Inher response to thenotice,

managing editor Paramita
Livingstone said her newspaper
isdischargingitspublicdutyand
responsibilitywithdiligence.
The notice to the Dainik

Sambad comes a day after jour-
nalists in Tripura asked Chief
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb to
withdrawhis comments on the
media. On Friday, Deb had said
that a section of “overexcited
newspapers” were trying to
“confuse”peopleoverCovid-19.
Since then, two journalists in

Tripurahaveallegedlybeenbeaten
upinseparateincidents.Parashar
Biswas, fromAmbassa of Dhalai
district,wasassaultedby6-7peo-
ple inside his ownhouse,while
television reporter Ashok
Dasgupta fromBelonia in South
Tripura,wasroughedup.

FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com

MAYURAJANWALKAR
KHALAPUR,SEPTEMBER14

A COURT onMonday granted
bail to a reporter and a video
journalist from the Republic
Media Network aswell as a pri-
vate app-based cab driver, who
were arrested on September 9
for allegedly trespassing into
Maharashtra Chief Minister
UddhavThackeray’s farmhouse
at Khalapur in Raigad district,
about65kmfromMumbai.
The court of judicial magis-

trate first class in Khalapur
granted them bail of Rs 15,000
eachandaskedtheaccused,who
were sent to judicial custodyon
Sunday, tobereleased.
Theoffence against reporter

Anuj Kumar (32), a resident of
Noida,videojournalistYashpaljit
Singh (40) fromDehradun and
their Ola cab driver Pradeep
Dhanavade (23), fromMahul in
Mumbai,wasregisteredfollow-
ing a complaint filed by Rakesh
More(28),asecurityguardatthe
Thackeray residence in Bhilavle
villageofKhalapur taluka.
OnSeptember9,whileseek-

ingtheircustodialinterrogation,
thepolicehadtoldthecourtthat
onlyaweekago, theCMhadre-
ceiveda threat call.
“Residents of Noida and

Dehradun,whicharesofaraway
from a rural place like Bhilavle,
were suspiciously moving
around Thackeray’s farmhouse,
which iswhy theyneeded tobe
interrogated indetail.”
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Mahoba killing: Police look for
gangster who called family

Forensic teaminspectingMahobabusinessmanIndraKant
Tripathi’s caronMonday.Vishal Srivastav

Republic journalists, driver
arrested for ‘trespassing’ on
Uddhav farmhouse get bail

Tripura daily
served notice
over article on
state’s Covid
situation

AVANEESHMISHRA
LUCKNOW,SEPTEMBER14

THEGENERAL secretary of Shri
Ramjanmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra Trust, Champat Rai, on
Monday cameout in support of
ShivSenachiefandMaharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, saying that no one
has the guts to stop him from
coming toAyodhya.
Rai'sstatementcamedaysaf-

ter a group of priests, including
the chief priest of Hanuman
Garhi Temple, accused
Thackeray of defaming Sanatan
Dharma amid Kangana Ranaut
episode and said that the Shiv
Sena chief was notwelcome to
the temple town.
“Somepeoplehavesaid that

they will not let Uddhav
(Thackeray)tocometoAyodhya.
Thisisnottheofficialstandofthe
VishwaHinduParishad,”Raitold
mediapersons inAyodhya.
“To hai kisike maa ne doodh

piya hai aur pilaya hai apne
bachhe ko jo Uddhav Thackeray
kasaamnakaregaAyodhyamein?
Sowhocandaretostandagainst
UddhavThackerayinAyodhya?)
Whoisbornsobraveandpower-
fultostopUddhavfromentering
Ayodhya? This is useless talk.

Saying such things is not right,”
Rai said.
TheMaharashtraCMhadvis-

itedAyodhya inMarch this year
uponthecompletionof100days
of hisgovernment.
Reacting to Rai's remarks,

Mahant Raju Das of the
Hanuman Garhi temple along
with several other saints raised
slogansagainsttheTempleTrust
office bearer and said that Rai
has no right to be in Ayodhya
anymore.
“ChampatRai never issued a

statementonthekillingofsaints,
andwhenweopposedUddhav,
seethekindof languageheisus-
ing. He is abusing Ayodhya and
challenging the people of
Ayodhya.Icondemnthelanguage
usedbyChampatRai.Suchaper-
sonhasnorighttobeinAyodhya.
IrequesttheSangathanthatsuch
people should not be given re-
sponsibilities,” Das said, adding
thatheisbeingbackedbyDharam
Das from Nirvani Akhara,
ParamhansMaharaj,andMahant
DileepDasamongothers.

Champat
Rai

Trust official backs
Uddhav, says none can
stop his Ayodhya visit

KRISHNKAUSHIK
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

THE ARMED Forces Tribunal
(AFT)hasstayedanyactionona
report of the Court of Inquiry
against the two IndianAir Force
officers behind the shooting
downof a helicopter in friendly
fireinBudgaminFebruary2019,
a day after India carried out air
strikes inBalakot, Pakistan.
The AFT cited “non-compli-

ance”withvariousstatutorypro-
visionsbytheCourtof Inquiryas
the reason for thestay.
Six IAF personnel and one

civilianhadbeenkilledafter the
Mi-17 V5 had gone down on
February 27, 2019, in Budgam,
Kashmir. InApril2019,theCourt
of Inquiryhadheld the twooffi-
cersresponsiblefortheincident,
which happened during a dog-
fight between Indian and
Pakistaniaircraft,sayingtheyhad
not ensured that thereweren't
anyfriendlyaircraft in thezone.
The two officers, Group

CaptainSumanRoyChowdhury,
whowaschiefoperationsofficer
attheSrinagarairbase,andWing
Commander Shyam Naithani,
the in-charge of Air Traffic
Controlthatday,hadchallenged
this,sayingthegovernmenthad
refused to share the Court of
Inquiry reportwith them,ham-
pering theirdefence.
In an application before the

AFTlastweek,theofficerssaidthe
CourtofInquirywasnot“compe-
tent to investigate” the incident

and “suffers from several legal
andproceduralinfirmities”.They
urgedthatdisciplinaryactionnot
be taken against thembased on
“the findings of amala fide, pre-
determined, illegal”probe.
In itsorder, theAFTsaidsev-

eral provisions of the Air Force
Ruleshadbeen“violated”bythe
Court of Inquiry, thoughadding
that itsorderwasmeantonlyas
interim relief. One of the viola-
tions the tribunal referred to is
in line with the officers’ ques-
tionsregardingwhythefindings
of the inquiry had not been
sharedwith them.
The officers had argued that

while the Air Force chief can
deny the same given security
considerations, their efforts to
find out if this clause had been
invoked in their case had been
blocked since January. The offi-
cers were told on August 19 fi-
nallythattheproceedingscould
not be shared as theywere “se-
cret”,andwereallowedaccessto
only the“unclassified”parts.
OnAugust21,thetwoofficers

had challenged this before the
authoritieswithin theAir Force,
questioningwhy they had been
provided“onlypartial/redacted/
reducedportion” of the court of
inquiry,“thattoowithoutcopyof
order of the CAS (Chief of Air
Staff),whoistheonlycompetent
authority in thematter”.But the
Western Air Command had re-
jected this application as well,
saying an “identical remedy”
soughtbythemhadalreadybeen
“dulydisposedof”.

New Delhi: Journalist Priya
Ramani told aDelhi court on
Mondayshewas“targetedse-
lectively” through a criminal
defamationcomplaintbyfor-
merUnionministerMJAkbar
“tohalt the avalancheof alle-
gationsofsexualmisconduct"
against him in the wake of
#MeToomovementin2018.
Ramanimadethesubmis-

sion before Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate
VishalPahujaduring the final
hearing inthecomplaint filed
byAkbaragainsther. Ramani
in2018accusedAkbarof sex-
ual misconduct. Advocate
Rebecca John, appearing for
Ramani, told the courtmore
than14womenaccusedAkbar
ofharassment,buthefiledcase
onlyagainstRamani.PTI

IAF friendly fire:
Tribunal orders
stay after officers
challenge probe

ARUNJANARDHANAN
CHENNAI, SEPTEMBER14

ADAY after Tamil actor Surya
blamedthecourtsforforcingstu-
dents to appear forNEETamid
the pandemic, Madras High
Court judge Justice S M
Subramaniamwrote to Chief
Justice A P Sahi, seeking con-
temptproceedingsagainsthim.
Surya’sstatementonSunday

cameafterfourNEETcandidates
inTamilNaducommittedsuicide
allegedlyduetostressandanxi-
ety inwriting exams amid the
pandemic. Hesaid,“Courtswere
deliveringjusticethroughvideo-
conferencingdue to life-threat-
eningcoronavirusfears(but)are

orderingstudentstofearlesslygo
andwritetheexams.”
OnMonday,sourcescloseto

JusticeSubramaniamconfirmed
that he sought action against
Suryabyarguingthattheactor’s
statement “amounts to con-
tempt of court as the integrity
anddevotionof thehonourable
judgesaswellasthejudicialsys-
temof our great nation arenot
onlyunderminedbut criticised
inabadshape...”

Surya

Was targeted to
halt more charges
against Akbar:
Priya Ramani

HC judge calls for action against actor
Surya for dig at judiciary over NEET

New Delhi



C VID-19VACCINETRACKER

CORONAVIRUSDASHBOARD

SEVERELY ILL Covid-19
patientsonventilatorsare
madetoliefacedownbe-
cause it’s easier for them
tobreathe.But thatposi-
tion can also cause per-
manent nerve damage,
accordingtoanewstudy.
The study from

Northwestern
University, US, is cur-
rently on a preprint
server; the university
saidithasbeenaccepted
by theBritish JournalofAnaesthesia.
Scientists believe the nerve dam-

ageistheresultof reducedbloodflow
andinflammationinCovid-19patients.
Whennon-Covid-19patientsonven-
tilatorsareplacedinthisposition,they
rarelyexperienceanynervedamage.
Based on this study andother re-

search,Northwesternsaid12%to15%
of themost severely ill Covid-19 pa-
tientshavepermanentnervedamage.
Based on the number of Covid pa-

tientsworldwide,there-
searchers estimated
thousands of patients
havebeen impacted.
The injury has been

missedbecausecritically
illpeopleareexpectedto
wake up with some
weakness because they
have been bedridden.
Butthepatternofweak-
nessinCovid-19patients
caught the researchers’
attentionduringrehabil-

itationwhentheyfoundthat,quiteof-
ten, an important joint (wrist, ankle
or shoulder) would be completely
paralysedononesideof thebody.
Themost commonnerve injuries

are wrist drops, foot drops, loss of
hand function and frozen shoulder.
Some patients had asmany as four
distinctnerveinjurysites.Somepeo-
pleneedassistancewithwalkingsuch
asawheelchair, braceorcane.

Source:NorthwesternUniversity
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AMERICANPHARMACEUTICAL com-
panyPfizerhassaiditwasworkingto-
wardsthepossibilityofhavingtomake
itscoronavirusvaccineavailableinthe
Americanmarket before the current
yearwasout.Pfizer’scandidate,being
developed in partnership with
GermancompanyBioNTech, isoneof
the frontrunners in the vaccine race,
and is currently undergoing
phase-3trials intheUS.
“We (have) already

startedmanufacturing, and
we have alreadymanufac-
tured hundreds of thou-
sandsofdoses,sojustincase
wehaveagood study read-
out…wewill be ready,” Pfizer CEO
AlbertBourla said inan interviewon
CBStelevisionnetwork.
Pfizer has previously said it ex-

pected to knowbyOctoberwhether
itsvaccinewaseffectiveornot.Bourla
reiterated this, and said therewas a
60%chancethatbyOctoberthecom-
panywouldbeable toascertainhow

effective itsvaccinewas.
“Of course that does not mean

thatitworks,thatonlymeansthatwe
willknowif itworks,”Bourlasaid.The
phase-3 trials are expected to con-
tinue well beyond October, but the
company is hoping that early data
wouldpresentadequateinformation
toassess itseffectiveness.

His comments came a
day after the US Food and
Drug Administration (FDA)
said it was preparing to
grantemergencyauthorisa-
tion when a coronavirus
vaccine emerged on the
scene.TheFDAsaiditwould

soon come outwith a ‘guidance’ on
suchauthorisation.
Pfizer’s earlier announcement

abouttheOctobertimelineforassess-
ingeffectivenesswasoneof the trig-
gers that fuelled speculation that a
vaccine would be available in the
UnitedStatesbeforetheNovember3
Presidential elections.

Pfizer looks at rollout in US
before the year is over
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AMITABHSINHA
PUNE,SEPTEMBER14

ANANNOUNCEMENT by an international
teamof astronomers about thediscoveryof
phosphine gas in the atmosphere of Venus
on Monday triggered global excitement
about the possibility of the presence of life-
formsontheneighbouringplanet.Apartfrom
beingproducedinindustrialprocesses,phos-
phine,acolourlessbutsmellygas,isknownto
bemadeonlybysomespeciesofbacteriathat
survive intheabsenceofoxygen.
InapaperpublishedinNatureAstronomy,

a team of scientists have reported traces of
phosphine in a concentration of approxi-
mately20partsperbillion,thousandstomil-
lions of timesmore thanwhat could other-
wisebeexpected.

So, is there lifeonVenus?
Nooneissayingthatasofnow.Whatsci-

entists have discovered is the presence of a
chemical which is known to be produced
only through biological process, and not
through any naturally occurring chemical
process.Therearesomeotherwaysinwhich
thischemicalmightbeproduced, forexam-
ple, in theunderbellyof volcanoesormete-
orite activity, but thatwouldhave shown in
muchlowerconcentrations. Inanycase,sci-
entists have ruled out all those kinds of
known possibilities which could be attrib-
uted for thepresenceof thatgas.
In fact, this discoverywasmade in 2017,

and the scientists checked and re-checked
theirdataoverthelast threeyearsbeforede-
cidingtomakeitpublic.
The abstract to their paper in Nature

Astronomysaysthispresenceofphosphineis
“unexplained”afteranexhaustivestudyofall
the possible other sources and “production
routesinVenus’satmosphere,clouds,surface
andsubsurface,orfromlightning,volcanicor
meteoritedelivery”.
So, theonlypossible explanation for the

origin of this phosphine, based on our cur-
rent knowledge, could be in the biological
processes, theway it is produced on Earth,
bysomemicrobes.
During an announcement onMonday,

scientistswereverycarefultoemphasise,re-
peatedly, thatthiswasnotaconfirmationof
thepresenceof lifeonVenus.

Whyis it significantthen?
This is themost credible evidenceyet for

thepossibilityoflifeawayfromEarth.Scientists
sayitismoresignificant,forexample,thanthe
discoveryofwaterontheMoonorMars.
“Inthesearchforextra-terrestriallife,this

is the biggest finding, no doubt. Of course,
thiscannotbetakentomeanthatthereisin-
deed life on Venus, or anywhere else, but if
you are a scientist looking for life-forms on
other planets, I think this is your first real
breakthrough,”saidDibyenduNandiof IISER,
Kolkata.
This is how Professor Sara Seager of the

DepartmentofPhysicsattheMassachusetts
InstituteofTechnology,whoisoneoftheau-
thorsof thestudy,alsodescribedthefinding.
She said the detection of phosphine had
raisedVenus “higheruponthe ladderof in-
teresting targets” where the possible pres-
enceof life-formscanbeexplored.

ButVenuscannotsupport life, canit?
Thereareseveral thingsthatweknowof

about Venus thatmake life, as we know it,
unsustainable on thatplanet. The tempera-
tureofVenusistoohigh,anditsatmosphere
is highly acidic, just two of the things that
wouldmake life impossible.
But Somak Raychaudhuri, director of

Pune-based Inter-University Centre for
AstronomyandAstrophysics,suggestedthat
this phosphine could be remnants from a
time when Venus was a muchmore hos-
pitableplace.
“Look, this finding opens upmany inter-

estingpossibilities.Wedon’tknowhowlong
phosphinemoleculessurvive.Also,weknow
that Venus has not always been as inhos-
pitableasitseemsnow.So,oneofthepossibil-
ities, ifwewould liketoexplorethequestion
ofpresenceoflifeonVenus,couldbewhether
thisphosphineisactuallysomethingremain-
ing fromatimewhentheplanetdidsupport
life-forms. These are open questions right
now.Allthesewillbeexplored.Whatwehave
gotnowis justa foothold inthedoor.Wecan
nowprobewithgreaterenthusiasm,"hesaid.
“Iwould personally not classify this dis-

covery in the same league as the discovery
of thefirstplanet,ortherecentconfirmation
of the gravitationalwaves, for example, but
italsocertainlynotas insipidassomesignal
of water molecule being found on some
planet. Infact, inthatwayitisbiggerthanev-
idence forwater.Water is only circumstan-
tiallyrelatedtolife. It isnotproducedbylife.
Phosphine is produced by biological
processes.Sothisissignificantnodoubt,and
nothing like this has been discovered till

now,”hesaid.
VarunBhaleraoof IITBombay said itwas

tooearlytoconsiderthisasevidenceforextra-
terrestriallife.“Ifyoulookatthepapertheyhave
published,thescientiststhemselvessaysome-
thinglike, lookwehavefoundphosphine,but
wedon’tknowwhetheritmeanslife.Itisvery
interesting,andextra-terrestriallifeiscertainly
plausible,butbasedonthisfinding,Idon’tthink
IwouldholdmybreathformicrobesonVenus,
justyet.Plentyofweirdmoleculeshaveearlier
beenfoundinweirdplacesinspace,wherethey
werenotexpected,"hesaid.

WhatcanthismeanforVenusmissions?
The finding can further ignite interest in

spacemissions toVenus.Missions toVenus
arenotnew.Spacecrafthavebeengoingnear
theplanetsincethe1960s,andsomeofthem
haveevenmadealanding. Infact, theIndian
Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is also
planning a mission to Venus, tentatively
called Shukrayaan, in the near future. As of
now, theplan is still on thedrawingboard.
All futuremissions toVenuswouldnow

beattunedtoinvestigatingfurtherevidence
of thepresenceof life.

WHAT’SNEWONVENUS?
NEWSREPORT,PAGE15

14
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

SHAHIDJUDGE
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER14

LAST DECEMBER, at the World Travel
Awards, Abu Dhabi was adjudged the
World’s Leading Sports Tourism
Destination. On September 19, the Sheikh
Zayed Cricket Stadium in Abu Dhabi will
host the inauguralmatchof this year’s IPL,
takingplaceentirely intheUAEforthefirst
time.Andif Indiafailstobringthepandemic
under control, chances are that the 2021
edition, expected fromMarch, toowill be
played in theMiddle East. This fits into a
trendofmajorglobalsportingeventschoos-
ing theMiddleEastnationas thevenue.
But just as prominent as the UAE’s ex-

pertise in hosting events is the glaring ab-
senceof anEmirati sportspersonofworld-
beatingcalibre.Whilethecountryhaswon
an Olympic gold in 2004 and a bronze in
2016, an Emirati competing at the highest
levelofasporthasbeenararity–especially
atevents thecountryhosts.
Partof thereasonisthatof the9.89mil-

lion population in 2020 (World Bank),
88.52% are expatriates (Source: Global
Media Insight).
“Weareaveryfreshandyoungcountry

(UAEgained independence fromtheUKin
1971).Sincewecomprisealotofexpats,we
haveproduceda lotof keyplayerswhoare
expatriates,”saidHarmeekSingh,strategic
director of the UAE Athletics Federation.
“But then again, nowwe are looking for-
wardtoexpatriatesgettingthatkindofrep-
resentationfromUAE.Weareonecommu-
nity over here, expats and locals, because
weall valueUAEasonecountry.”
What makes the UAE such a major

sporting hub? “The infrastructure thatwe
have here is state-of-the-art, something
thatmakes the developed countrieswant
tolookatus.UAE,andDubaiespecially,has
always been known for being the leaders,
rather than following, so we bring the
biggest and thebest,” said Singh,whowas
the first expatriate to represent theUAE.
“Anything thatwe talk about,wewere

probably ahead of the game.We started
working on training equipment and facili-
ties to be provided according to interna-

tional standards,” Singhsaid.

The gulf, sport by sport
CRICKET:In1998,Sharjahheldatri-na-

tion series among Australia, New Zealand
andIndia,aneventfamouslycalled ‘Desert
Storm’becauseofSachinTendulkar’sback-
to-backcenturies.
TheUAEisconsideredthe‘home’venue

forPakistan’scricketteams,especiallydur-
ingthe internationalbanonPakistanhost-
ing matches. The International Cricket
Councilhas itsheadquarters inDubai.
TheUAEnationalteam,anassociatena-

tion, hasqualified for twoODIWorldCups
– in1996and2015, andhavewon justone
(against theNetherlands, 1996) of their 11
matches.Theyalsomadeittothequalifica-
tionround for the2014T20WorldCup.
FOOTBALL: The UAE men’s team is

ranked 71 in theworld and eighth in Asia.
The countryhosted theU-20Men’sWorld
Cupin2003,theAsianCupin1996and2019
(finishingas runner-upand fourth respec-
tively),andhashostedtheFIFAClubWorld
Cup for fouryears (2009-10and2017-18).
TheManchesterCity team isownedby

SheikhMansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, a
memberof of theAbuDhabi Royal Family.
The team, as well as Bayern Munich,
ManchesterUnited,Arsenal,andLiverpool
haveheldcamps in theUAE.
TENNIS:Dubaihostsoneof therichest

tour events each in theWTA and ATP cal-
endars.TheWTAPremiereventin2020had
a total prizemoneyof $2,643,670; theATP

500 event the following week had
$2,950,420 on offer. Both events have at-
tractedtopplayersfromtheirinauguraledi-
tions(2001forWTAand1993forATP)such
asMartina Hingis, VenusWilliams, Andy
Roddick, and the Big 3 – Roger Federer,
RafaelNadal,NovakDjokovic.
TheUAEhasalsobeenaprominentresi-

denceforplayers–mainlyduetoitstaxben-
efitsandfacilities.BornaCoric(formerworld
No. 12), KarenKhachanov (currentNo. 16)
andLucasPouille(formerNo.10)liveinDubai
according to their ATPprofiles, andFederer
toohadreportedlyboughtanapartment.
TheUAE’shighest ranked tennisplayer

ever is Omar Alawadhi (career high 805),
who lastplayed incompetition in2018.
TABLE TENNIS:Dubaiwas the official

sponsor of theChinesenational team from
2013to2017.ThecityalsohostedtheWorld
TeamCup in 2010 and2015. The country’s
highest ranked player, at 404, is Salah
Albalushi.Therearenowomenplayersinthe
ITTFrankings.
BADMINTON:DubaihostedtheSuper

SeriesFinals(year-endfinale) from2014to
2017, but has not produced a prominent

badmintonplayeryet.
FORMULAONE:TheAbuDhabiGrand

PrixhasbeenapermanentfixtureontheF1
calendarsinceitsinauguralracein2009.The
UAE,however,isyettoproduceadriverwho
competesat thepinnacleofmotorsport.
RUGBY: The Dubai Rugby Sevens is a

prominenteventintheWorldRugbySevens
Series–forbothmenandwomen.Themen’s
event first started in1970and, according to
the Dubai Rugby Sevens website, “is the
longest running sports event in theMiddle
East.”Alleventshavetakenplaceatthespe-
ciallybuiltSevensStadiumsince2008.
In comparison, the national federation

was formedonly in 2009, and affiliated to
WorldRugbyin2012.UAEhascompetedina
WorldSerieseventjustonce,athomein2011.
GOLF:TheUAEhoststhePGAEuropean

Tour events Dubai Desert Classic and DP
World Tour Championships, the latter be-
ingthefinaleoftheRacetoDubai.Thecoun-
try,however,hasjustfourgolfersinthecur-
rentworldrankings–AhmedAlMusharekh
(theonlyprofessional in the list) andama-
teursAhmedSkaik,SaifThabetandAbdulla
AlQubaisi.Allof themarerankedlast, tied.

Reading life signature on Venus
SIMPLYPUTQUESTION&ANSWER

ThediscoveryofphosphineintheatmosphereofVenushastriggeredexcitementasapossiblesignof life
onthatplanet.What is thegas,what is itsconnectionwithlife,andhowsignificant is thediscovery?

KABIRFIRAQUE
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

THEACT of singing emits particles into the
air, and the novel coronavirus spreads
throughparticles.So,whatistheriskofCovid-
19spreadingwhenapersonsings—ortalks?
Two studies have examined the amount of
particlesemittedwhensingingandtalking.

The broad findings
One paper, from Lund University in

SwedenandpublishedinAerosolResearchand
Technology, foundthat:

■Thelouderyousing,themoreparticles
youspread

■Consonants — particularly P, B, R, T —
arebiggeraerosol spreaders thanvowels
The other paper, from the University of

Bristolandawaitingpeerreview,foundthat:
■ Singing does not produce very sub-

stantially more respiratory particles than
speaking,whenbothareatasimilarvolume.

Vowels & consonants
TheSwedishresearchersmeasuredpar-

ticlesemittedby12healthysingersandtwo
peoplewithconfirmedCovid-19;7of the14
wereprofessionaloperasingers.
In a chamberwith particle-free air, they

sangashortSwedishsong,BibbispippiPetter,
repeatedit12timesintwominutesatconstant
pitch, then repeated it againwith the conso-
nantsremoved, leavingonlythevowels.
“In ourworkwe investigated a number

ofdifferentaspectsof singing:singingcom-
pared to talking, singing loud compared to
normal singing, singingwith facemaskand
singing consonants compared to vowels…
We did not systematically compare all the
different consonants, but noted that P, B, R
andTgeneratedahighnumbersofdroplets,”
JakobLöndahl,AssociateProfessorofAerosol
TechnologyatLundUniversity,saidbyemail.

Sizematters
Consonantsreleaseverylargedroplets—

andBandPstandout as thebiggest aerosol
spreaders.At thesametime, largerdroplets
fall to the ground earlier, and so have a
shorterlifespanthansmallerdroplets. Isthat
acontradiction?
“Ithinkthis isstillatopicofconsiderable

scientific uncertainty,” Löndahl explained.
“Themain reasons for supposing a larger
transmissionofdiseasefromthebigdroplets
is that they can contain more virus than
smaller aerosol particles, and that disease
transmission usually occur at rather close
contactandlessoverlongerdistances(how-
ever the reason for this couldalsobe thedi-
lutionover longerdistances).”

Absence of virus
AsthetwopeoplewithCovid-19sang,the

teammeasured the virus in the air close to
them.Theairsamplescontainednodetectable
amount of virus. “But the viral load can vary
indifferentpartsof theairwaysandbetween
differentpeople.Accordingly,aerosolsfroma
personwithCovid-19maystillentailariskof
infectionwhen singing,” doctoral student
MalinAlsvedsaidinastatement.

Singing ‘Happy Birthday’
IntheUniversityofBristolstudy,25profes-

sionalperformersweremadetotalk,andsing
Happy Birthday in the “zero aerosol back-
ground”ofanoperatingtheatre.(Somereports
havesaiditwastheLundUniversitystudythat

foundsingingHappyBirthdaycouldspreadthe
virus becauseof the consonants B andP, but
Löndahl told The Indian Express thatHappy
Birthdaywasnotsunginhisteam’sstudy.)
The University of Bristol researchers

found isa rise inaerosolmasswith increase
in the loudnessof thesingingandspeaking,
risingbyafactorof20-30.However, singing
does not produce very substantially more
aerosol thanspeakingata similarvolume.
Therewere no significant differences in

aerosol production between genders, or
amongdifferentgenres(choral,musicalthe-
atre,opera,choral,jazz,gospel,rockandpop).

Should performers sing?
The Lund University researchers sug-

gested singingneednot be silenced. A song
canbesungwithsocialdistancing,goodhy-
giene and good ventilation;masks can also
makeadifference.
TheUniversityofBristolresearchersnoted

thatwhentheaudienceis large,singersmay
not be responsible for the greatest produc-
tionofaerosol.Waystoensureadequateven-
tilationmaybemoreimportantthanrestrict-
ingaspecificactivity, theysuggested.

How far can singing/talking spread Covid?
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JaspritBumrahandRohitSharmain
training inAbuDhabi.Mumbai Indians

HowUAE,with virtually no sportspersons, became a global sports hub

Why do Covid-19 patients on
ventilator face nerve damage?

Artist impressionsofVenusfollowing
theconfirmationofphosphine inthe
atmosphere.Onthe left, a
representationofphosphine
molecules inthe inset.Above, two
superimposedspectra fromALMA
(white) spectrumandJamesClerk
MaxwellTelescope(grey);dips ineach
one indicatespresenceofphosphine.
ALMA, JCMT,ESO,NASA/JPL/CaltechviaESO
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SINGAPORE

POCKET-SIZEDDEVICETOTRACECOVID
Singaporebeganhandingoutpocket-sizedcontact-tracingdevicestoresidentsonMonday.
Thebox-shapedtokensuseBluetoothsignalstorecordnearbydevicesandstoreencrypted
dataofauser’sclosecontacts.IfuserstestpositiveforCovid,thedeviceshavetobehanded
overtoauthoritiestoextractthedataonotherpeopletheyhaveexposedtothevirus.

AFRICA

HotelRwanda
herocharged
withterrorism
A RWANDAN court on
Monday charged Paul
Rusesabagina,whosestory
inspired the film Hotel
Rwanda, with terrorism,
complicityinmurder,and
forming an armedgroup.
Rusesabaginadeclined to
respond to all 13 charges,
sayingsomedidnotqual-
ifyascriminaloffencesand
thathedeniedtheaccusa-
tionswhenhewas ques-
tionedbyRwandaninves-
tigators.Rusesabagina,66,
asked to be released on
bail,citingpoorhealththat
hascausedhimtobetaken
to hospital three times
whilehehasbeenheld in
Rwanda. Credited with
savingmore than 1,000
lives during Rwanda’s
1994 genocide, he ap-
peared in handcuffs in
KagaramaCourt inKigali
forapre-trialhearing.

PaulRusesabaginain
courtinKigali.AP

TOPOFTHE
WORLD

MYANMAR

UNrightschief:
Recentattacks
maybewarcrimes
THEUNhumanrightschief
saidonMondaythatthree
yearsafteraRohingyaexo-
dus “no concrete meas-
ures”onaccountabilityhad
been takenby authorities
andsaid somecasesof re-
cent civilian casualties in
Myanmarmay represent
warcrimes.“Insomecases,
they appear to have been
targetedorattackedindis-
criminately, which may
constitute further war
crimes or even crimes
against humanity,” UN
High Commissioner for
Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet told theHuman
Rights Council inGeneva,
speaking of casualties in
RakhineandChinStates.

SOUTHKOREA

‘Comfortwomen’
activistcharged
withfraud
SOUTHKOREANprosecu-
tors onMonday indicted
theformerleaderofanad-
vocacygroupforvictimsof
Japanesewartime sexual
exploitation,alsoknownas
“comfort women”, on
chargesoffraud.YoonMee-
hyang resignedasheadof
the Korean Council for
JusticeandRemembrance
for the Issues of Military
SexualSlaverybyJapan,this
year to launchasuccessful
bidforaseatinParliament.
Since then, she has been
doggedbyallegations that
sheused subsidies forher
ownbenefit,ratherthanto
helpthecomfortwomen.

CONSTANTMÉHEUT
PARIS,SEPTEMBER14

ONArecentmildnight, a squad
of four young women wan-
dered through a peaceful
neighborhood in eastern Paris,
armedwith a bucket of glue, a
paintbrush and backpacks
loadedwith posters.
Theywerelookingforsurfaces

topaperwithastarkmessage.
“There,it’snotbad,isit?”said

Astrid Tenon, wearing all black,
as shepointed toa20-foot-long
wall, just east of the Marais
neighbourhood.Hercomradein
arms, ChloéMadesta, holding a
bucket,nodded.

Awell-choreographedopera-
tion immediately started: First, a
womanbrushed someglueover
thewall, then a secondwoman
pasteduppage after page,while
a third patted each piece down
withanotherlayerofglue.
After less than seven min-

utes, the wall bore the words:
“You said you lovedme, but it
wasstill rape.”
For about a year, posters de-

nouncingsexualabuseandfemi-
cides— killingwomen because
of their gender — have popped
upby thehundreds inParis, de-
spite the fact that posting on
public walls is considered van-
dalismand is illegal.
The posters are thework of

feministactivistswho,criticalof
the French government’s re-
sponse to the growing problem
ofdomesticviolence,havetaken
to the streetswith a large-scale
poster campaign aimed at rais-
ing awareness of violent crimes
carried out against women by
theircurrentorformerpartners.
“Our goal is to bring these

factsbeforetheeyes,sothatone
cannotlookaway,”Madestasaid.
“Becausethisviolencealwaysre-
mains in theshadows.”
Chillingslogansreading“Dad

killedMom”or “She leaveshim,
hekillsher”havebeenpastedon
thesandstonefacadesinthecity’s
centre.A “Silence isnot consent”
statement stands on a canal

bridge in northern Paris. Longer
messagesrecountingthedeathof
womenatthehandof theirpart-
ners have spread out along tun-
nelsneartheoutskirtsof thecity.
The posters have gradually

becomea fixtureof thecapital’s
landscape, so common that
manyParisianshavewalkedpast
at least severalof them.
Thewomenwant themes-

sages “toburst into thedaily, the
ordinarylife,”Madestasaid.“That
iswherethisviolencetakesplace.”
Themessages have also be-

come an unlikely battleground
over who owns the streets.
Posters are regularly torn off or
splatteredwithpaintbypassers-
by,but theactivists fix thedam-

age, restoring thewords.
The posters drawmuch of

their strength from a bold
graphic identityofblack,capital
letterspaintedontowhitesheets
of paper: simple, sober and in-
stantly recognisable.
“Withthisstyle,wearelook-

ingforthecrudesideofthemes-
sage,theliterality,”Madestasaid.
“There is nometaphor inwhat
wepaste, there isnopoetry.”
The postering technique is

simpleandinexpensive,helping
explainwhy themessageshave
sprung seemingly everywhere,
soquickly.
The campaign is theworkof

a new feminist group, “Les
Colleuses,” or “the Gluers,” be-

gunbyMargueriteStern,who,in
the summer of 2019, put out a
call on social networks. Dozens
of women responded. Now
some1,500activistshavejoined
theposteringoperations.
“I think it has something to

dowith Paris,” Stern said of the
strongresponsetoherinitialcall.
“It’s a citywhere there are a lot
of young women, students, a
largeactivistnetwork.”
The activists say papering

walls not only enables them to
publiclyexposeareality,domes-
tic violence, that is often rele-
gated to the private sphere, but
also allows them to reclaim a
space—thestreet—wheremany
womenfeelvulnerable.NYT

THE WIDESPREAD BUT ILLEGAL CAMPAIGN HAS BECOME AN EFFECTIVE — AND UBIQUITOUS — TOOL TO RAISE AWARENESS

Feminists paper Paris with stark posters decrying domestic abuse

SHANNONSTIRONE,
KENNETHCHANG
&DENNISOVERBYE
SEPTEMBER14

HIGHINthetoxicatmosphereof
the planet Venus, astronomers
on Earth have discovered signs
ofwhatmightbe life.
If thediscovery is confirmed

byadditionaltelescopeobserva-
tionsandfuturespacemissions,
it could turn the gaze of scien-
tists towardoneof thebrightest
objects in the night sky. Venus,
namedaftertheRomangoddess
ofbeauty,roastsattemperatures
of hundreds of degrees and is
cloaked by clouds that contain
droplets of corrosive sulfuric
acid. Few have focused on the
rocky planet as a habitat for
something living.
Instead, for decades, scien-

tists have sought signs of life
elsewhere, usually peeringout-
wardtoMarsandmorerecently
at Europa, Enceladus and other
icymoonsof thegiantplanets.
The astronomers, who re-

ported the findingMonday in a
pairofpapers,havenotcollected
specimens of Venusian mi-
crobes, nor have they snapped
any pictures of them. But with

powerful telescopes, they have
detected a chemical — phos-
phine — in the thick Venus at-
mosphere. Aftermuch analysis,
the scientists assert that some-
thingnowaliveistheonlyexpla-
nationforthechemical’ssource.
Some researchers question

thishypothesis, and theysuggest
instead that the gas could result
fromunexplainedatmosphericor

geologicprocessesonaplanetthat
remainsmysterious.Butthefind-
ingwillalsoencouragesomeplan-
etaryscientiststoaskwhetherhu-
manity has overlooked aplanet
thatmay have once beenmore
Earth-likethananyotherworldin
oursolarsystem.
“This is an astonishing and

‘out of the blue’ finding,” said
SaraSeager,aplanetaryscientist

attheMassachusettsInstituteof
Technologyandanauthorof the
papers(onepublishedinNature
Astronomyandanothersubmit-
tedtothejournalAstrobiology).
“It will definitely fuel more re-
search into the possibilities for
life inVenus’ atmosphere.”
“We know that it is an ex-

traordinarydiscovery,”saidClara
Sousa-Silva, amolecular astro-
physicist at Harvard University
whose research has focused on
phosphineand isanotherof the
authors.“Wemaynotknowjust
how extraordinarywithout go-
ingback toVenus.”
Often called Earth’s twin,

Venus is roughly thesamemass
as Earth. Many scientists think
that Venuswas once covered in
water andpossessed an atmos-
pherewhere life aswe know it
couldhave flourished.
In earlier days of the solar

system, Earth was not so hos-
pitable to the likes of us. There
waslifeherethen,evenanentire
biospherethatdidnotsurvivein
the oxygen-rich environment
that laterdeveloped.Andmuch
as Earth over time became a
home for jellyfish, ferns, di-
nosaurs and Homo sapiens,
Venus was transformed by
something intoahell.

Today, the second planet
fromthesunhasanatmosphere
stifledbycarbondioxidegasand
surface temperatures that aver-
age more than 400 degrees
Celsius. The dense atmosphere
of Venus exerts a pressure of
more than 1,300 pounds per
square inch on anything at the
surface. That is more than 90
times the 14.7 pounds per
squareinchatsealevelonEarth,
or theequivalent tobeing3,000
feetunderwater in theocean.
Itishardlyaplacethatmakes

visiting or research easy, al-
though that doesn’tmean peo-
ple haven’t tried. Space pro-
grammes have tried dozens of
roboticmissionstoVenus,many
of them in the Soviet Union’s
Veneraseries.Buttheplaneteats
metal, withinminutesmelting
down and crushing spacecraft
that have landed there. Of all
those attempts, only twoman-
aged to directly capture images
of theplanet’s surface.
Whereas frigidMars is cur-

rently ringed by orbiters and
prowled byNASA rovers, Venus
is being studied by only one
probe, the lonely Japanese
spacecraftAkatsuki.Futuremis-
sions to theplanetarestillmere
concepts.NYT

LINDASIEG&LEIKAKIHARA
TOKYO,SEPTEMBER14

JAPANESE CHIEF Cabinet
SecretaryYoshihideSuga,aloyal
aidetooutgoingprimeminister
ShinzoAbe,wonalandslidevic-
tory ina rulingparty leadership
election onMonday, paving the
way for Japan’s first change of
leader innearlyeightyears.
Suga, 71, who has promised

to continue Abe’s key policies,
saidhis bigwinwouldgivehim
thebackingtopursuehisreform
goals — including deregulation
andbreakingdownbureaucratic
silos — and that containing the
coronavirus and reviving the
economy were conditions for
callingasnapgeneral election.
“As I gotbig support innum-

bers today, the environment in
which I can pursue my policy
agenda in a stablemanner has

beensecured,”Sugatoldreporters.
Sugawon377votesoutof534

votescast,and535possiblevotes,
in the leadership electionby the
LiberalDemocraticPartyMPsand
representatives of its 47 local
chapters. Rival Shigeru Ishiba, a
formerdefenceminister,won68

votes and ex-foreign minister
FumioKishidagot89.
Suga is virtually certain tobe

electedPMinaparliamentaryvote
WednesdaybecauseofLDP’sma-
jority in theHouse.Hewill serve
out Abe’s term as party leader
throughSept2021.REUTERS

Astronomers find potential signs
of alien life on inhospitable Venus

NewYork:Microsoft lostabidto
acquire TikTok in the US after
theChineseownerof thevideo-
sharing platform chose Oracle
to be its technology partner for
its American operations, ahead
of the September 20 deadline
set by Donald Trump, after
whichtheappwillbebannedin
the US if it isn’t sold to an
Americancompany.

Microsoftsaidinastatement
on Sunday that TikTok owner
ByteDanceinformeditthat“they
wouldnotbesellingTikTok’sUS
operations toMicrosoft”.
TheWall Street Journal said in

areport thatOraclewasset tobe
announced as TikTok’s “trusted
techpartner” in theUS, and that
thedealwaslikelynottobestruc-
turedasanoutrightsale.PTI

VLADIMIRSOLDATKIN
MOSCOW,SEPTEMBER14

RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Vladimir
Putinbestoweda$1.5billionloan
onBelarusonMondayinagesture
ofsupportforitsleaderAlexander
Lukashenko,whoflewtoentreat
hispatronforhelpasdemonstra-
tionsshowednosignofabating.
Adayaftermorethan100,000

protesters demonstrated in
Minskforthefifthstraightweek-
end to demand his resignation
following an election they say
wasrigged,Lukashenko,whohas
led Russia’s closest ally for 26
years,metPutin in theBlackSea
resortofSochi.
“First of all, I want to thank

you... personally thank you and
all Russians, all those, and Iwill
notlistthem,whowereinvolved
in supporting us during this
post-electiontime,”Lukashenko

saidafter the talks.
The Russian leader also sig-

nalledsupportforLukashenkoin
otherways and said defence co-
operationwouldcontinue.
Despite an aggressive crack-

down from his security forces,
Lukashenkohasfailedtoreclaim
the streets fromdemonstrators,
whotauntedhimonSundaywith
chantsof“You’rearat”.REUTERS

Berlin: Laboratories in Sweden
and France have independently
confirmed that Kremlin critic
Alexei Navalny was poisoned
withtheSoviet-stylenerveagent
Novichok, the German govern-
ment saidonMonday.
Government spokesperson

SteffenSeibertalsosaidsamples
takenfromtheoppositionpoliti-
cian, who is currently being
treated in Berlin, had also been
sent to the Organisation for the
Prevention of Chemical
Weapons(OPCW)inTheHague

for tests in their labs.
Army doctors at Berlin’s

Charite hospital, to which
Navalny was evacuated after
taking ill ona flightoverSiberia
lastmonth,were the first to say
he had been poisoned with
Novichok. Navalny awoke from
acoma lastweek.
Russiasays ithasseennoevi-

dencethatNavalnywaspoisoned.
“WerenewourcallforRussia

to explain these events,” the
Germangovernmentspokesper-
sonsaidonMonday.REUTERS

Scientistssaysourceofthephosphinefoundinplanet’satmosphereisverylikelytobesomethingalive

(Fromleft) Japan’s former foreignministerFumioKishida,PrimeMinisterShinzoAbe,Chief
CabinetSecretaryYoshihideSugaandformerdefenceministerShigeru IshibaafterSugawas
electedasnewheadof theLiberalDemocraticPartyonMonday.AP

JEFFMASON&
TREVORHUNNICUTT
LASVEGAS,WILMINGTON,
SEPTEMBER14

USPRESIDENTDonaldTrumpwill
travel toCaliforniaonMondayto
be briefed about its devastating
wildfireswhileDemocratic rival
Joe Biden plans a speech on the
matter fromDelaware, bringing
climatechangetotheforefrontof
thepresidentialcampaign.
Trump, a Republican who

pulledtheUnitedStatesoutofthe
Paris accord on globalwarming
becausehefoundittoocostly,has
expressedhisviewthatpoorfor-
est management is partly to
blameforthefiresthatareraging
aroundtheWestCoast.
Democratshaveemphasized

that climate change has played
a role, and Biden is expected to
emphasize that inhis remarks.
Trump will travel to

McClellan Park, California to
meetwithlocalandfederaloffi-
cialsforabriefingaboutthefires.
“The president continues to

support thosewho are battling
ragingwildfires in a locally-exe-
cuted,state-managed,andfeder-
ally-supported emergency re-
sponse,”WhiteHousespokesman
JuddDeeresaidonSaturday.
Biden has included climate

change inhis list ofmajor crises
facing the United States, along
with the coronavirus pandemic
that has killed more than
194,000 and pushed the coun-
try intoaneconomic recession.

“VicePresidentBidenwilldis-
cuss the threat that extreme
weathereventsposetoAmericans
everywhere, how they are both
causedbyandunderscoretheur-
gentneedtotackletheclimatecri-
sis, andwhywe need to create
good-paying, union jobs tobuild
moreresilient infrastructure,”his
campaignsaid.REUTERS

RACE FOR
THEWHITE

HOUSE

As Trump visits
fire-hit California,
climate becomes an
election focal point
Bidentohighlightclimatecrisis inspeech

Beijing:TheUSambassadorto
China, Terry Branstad, will
stepdownearlynextmonth,
ending a three-year tenure
marked by a tradewar and
bitter relations between the
world’s largesteconomies.
AUSofficialsaidBranstad

was steppingdown towork
onPresidentDonaldTrump’s
re-electioncampaign.Thefor-
mer Iowagovernorhasbeen
creditedwithhelpingTrump
winthestatein2016.AP

US ambassador to
China to step
down next month

Oracle to acquire TikTok in US

Belarus leader seeks
Putin help as crackdown
fails to dispel protests

BelarusianPresident
AlexanderLukashenko
arrives inSochi,Russia, for
talkswithPutin.AP

Germany: French, Swedish
labs confirm Navalny was
poisoned with Novichok

Namesof recentvictimsofdomesticviolencearepastedon
awall inParis.NYT

Trump claims Modi praised
him on coronavirus testing
LALITKJHA
WASHINGTON,SEPTEMBER14

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
hasclaimedthatPrimeMinister
NarendraModi praised him for
doing a great job in coronavirus
testing, as he continued to criti-
cise his Democratic opponent,
formervicepresident JoeBiden,
for what he saidwas the disas-
troushandlingof swine fludur-
ingthepreviousadministration.
“By far, we’ve tested more

people than India, thanmany,
manybigcountriesputtogether.
India is second (in coronavirus
testing after the US). We’re 44
milliontestsaheadof India.They
have 1.5 billion people. And
PrimeMinister Modi calls me
andsays,whatajobyou’vedone
with testing,” Trump said at an
election rally inReno,Nevada.
Trumpiscurrentlymakinga

swing of some of the key states
in theWest Coast and has been
spendingaconsiderableamount

of timeinNevada.ThePresident
said that Modi’s comment on
testing being done by the US
needed to be explained to the
media,whichhascriticisedhim
over his handling of the Covid-
19pandemic.
“I said, explain that to these

dishonest people... Biden’s
record demonstrates that if he
had been in charge when the
Chinavirusarrived,hundredsof
thousands more Americans
would have died. As vice presi-
dent,hepresidedovertheworst
andtheweakestandtheslowest
economic recovery, since the
greatdepression,”Trumpsaid.
“No state was hit harder by

Biden'sfailurethanNevada.This
isnottheguyyouwant,”hesaid.
Trumpsaidhehadspent the

lastfouryearsbringingjobsback
toAmerica,securingborders,re-
buildingthemilitaryandstand-
ing up to China. “Nobody had
ever stood up to China like we
have stood up to China and you
haven’t seen the lastof it.”PTI

Party bankingoncontinuity
SUGAHASbeenaloyal
aidetoAbe,andhas
promisedtocontinue
withhiseconomicand
foreignpolicieswhenhe
takescharge.TherulingLiberal
DemocraticPartyiskeenon
thiscontinuityandstabilityina
countrythathadseenasixPMs
insixyearsbeforeAbe’seight-
yearstint.Theparty,byinvok-
inganemergencyprovisionto

limitthevoteforthe
leadershiptojustMPs
andprovincialparty
leaders,pavedtheway
forSugatodefeat

ShigeruIshiba—alongtime
Abecritic.Ishibawasthought
tobemorepopularwiththe
party’srank-and-filemembers,
whowouldhavebeenpartof
thevotingif theemergency
provisionwasnotinvoked.

Suga wins ruling party leadership
race, set to become Japan’s PM

Temperatures inVenuscangouptohundredsofdegrees
andtheplanet iscloakedbycloudsthatcontaindropletsof
corrosivesulfuricacid.Fewhavefocusedontherockyplanet
asahabitat forsomething living.NASA/JPL-CaltechviaReuters
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TOTALDEPOSITSBYNON-RESIDENTINDIANSAT$135.36BNASOFJULY2020

GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 14

NON-RESIDENT INDIANS
(NRIs)brought to Indiaahigher
amount of $4.6 billion to India
betweenAprilandJulythisyear
when most of the countries
faced stringent lockdowns
across theworld. This is 50 per
centmore thanwhat NRIs had
brought to India during the
same period of last year, i.e.
$3.05 billion.
With this inflow, total NRI

deposits touched $135.36 bil-
lion as of July 2020, up from
$130.58 billion inMarch 2020,
$133.12 billion in 2019 and
$124.44billion in2018,accord-
ingtothe latestReserveBankof
India (RBI) data.
A bulk of this amount has

come from Gulf countries, the
US and Euro zone where NRIs
are in large numbers. After

lockdown was imposed in
April, layoffs and salary cuts
happened in many Gulf coun-
triesand interest ratesdeclined
further in most countries
which could have an effect on
higher inflows, said a banking
source.
Asmuchas$96.08billionof

NRI deposits is in NR(E) RA, or
non-resident external rupee
account, while FCNR (B) (for-
eign currency non-resident
bankaccount)attracted$22.62

billiontill July thisyear,RBIdata
shows. Funds in both the ac-
counts can be repatriated.
During April-July 2020, NRIs
withdrew$1.62billionfromthe
FCNR(B)accountbutdeposited
$5.55 billion in NR(E) RA ac-
counts.
A major factor that attracts

NRIs to NR(E) RA deposits is
that savings, current and term
deposits are allowed through
this facility while FCNR allows
only termdeposits.

Besides,NRIshaveput$16.6
billion inNRO(non-residentor-
dinary) accounts as of July
2020. However, repatriation is
not allowed in NRO accounts
unlike FCNR (B) and NR(E) RA
accounts.
The threeNRIdeposit sche-

mes in India offer high interest
rates as compared to rates in
the US or Europewhere banks
offer virtually nil or close to 1
per cent rates. State Bank of
India offers 4.90 per cent for
NR(E) RAaccounts for a tenure
of one to two years. For de-
posits between3-5years, it of-
fers 5.30 per cent.
NRIsarealsomakingmoney

byborrowing inGulf countries
and depositing it in India to
take advantage of the interest
ratearbitrage. “It’s goodtobor-
row there and deposit it here.
Rates are half of what Indian
banks charge. Borrowing cost
in Middle East is very low ...

UAE Central Bank cut the pol-
icy rate by 50 basis points to
1.50 per cent in March. Banks
offeraround1.50-1.60percent
on FDs in Dubai, whereas you
get at least three percentage
points more in India,” said a
banking source.
Thesituation isnotdifferent

in theUSwhere depositors get
amaximumof1.25percenton
one year FDs which is almost
close to the inflation levelof 1.3
per cent in the country.
However, bankers said NRI

depositors need to be cautious
abouttherupeedepreciationas
theirhighreturnsonFDs (fixed
deposits)ordebtpaper in India
will evaporatewhen the rupee
declines sharply against the
dollar.
Resident Indians havebeen

getting a negative real return
(interest rate minus inflation
rate)ontheirFDsduetotherise
in inflation level.

Why is Happiest Minds Technologies
IPO making waves in the primary market?
GEORGEMATHEW
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER14

HAPPIESTMINDSTechnologies,
which came outwith an initial
publicoffering(IPO)recently,was
abigsuccessinthecapitalmarket,
leadingtooversubscriptionof151
times.Foundedby77-year-oldIT
veteran Ashok Soota, the com-
panyhasprovedthattheIPOmar-
ket is alive andkicking andgood
IPOswillbewelcomedbythein-
vestingpublic.

HowwasitsIPOreceivedby

theinvestingpublic?
The IPO of Happiest Minds

Technologies, which closed on
September9,wasoversubscribed
151 times. It got bids for 3.51bil-
lionsharesversusthe23.3million
onoffer, ranking itamongIndia’s
most successful first-time share
sales of this decade. The price
band for theofferwas fixedatRs
165-166perequityshare.PostIPO,
the promoter’s stakewill come
downto53per cent from62per
cent.

WillallinvestorsintheIPOget
allotment?

Allinvestorsareunlikelytoget
the allotment due tohuge over-
subscription. Thequota for insti-
tutionalinvestorswassubscribed
over 77 times. For non-institu-
tionalinvestors,6.3millionshares
were allotted andwere subscri-
bedover351times. Inthecaseof
retailindividualinvestors,4.2mil-
lionshareswereallottedandwere
oversubscribedalmost71times.

Whatisthecompanydoing?
HappiestMindsTechnologies

isanITservicescompanyfounded
in2011byAshokSoota.Positioned
as‘BornDigital,BornAgile’,itpro-

vides end-to-end solution in the
digital space. Its business is di-
vided into three categories: digi-
tal business service (DBS), prod-
uctengineeringservice(PES)and
infrastructure andmanagement
securityservice(IMSS).AsofJune
2020,ithad148activecustomers
withaglobalpresenceinnations
like the US, the UK, Australia,
CanadaandtheMiddleEast.Inthe
quarterendedJune30,itstotalin-
come was Rs 1,869.9 million,
EBITDARs478.2millionanditsre-
statedprofitwasRs501.8million.

Full report on
www.indianexpress.com

BRIEFLY
RBIcircularto
banksonasset
classification
NewDelhi:Concernedover
manualidentificationofbad
loans by some banks, the
Reserve Bank of India on
Mondayaskedbanks to in-
troduceautomatedIT-based
system for asset classifica-
tionandprovisioning.

TCSmarket
valuationgoes
past`9lakhcr
NewDelhi:TataConsultancy
Services (TCS) onMonday
became the second Indian
firmtoattainamarketvalu-
ationofoverRs9lakhcrore
afterRelianceIndustries.

Indiabulls
Housingmops
up`1,205crore
NewDelhi: IndiabullsHous-
ingFinanceonMondaysaid
it has raised aboutRs1,205
croreover the last fewdays
throughitsqualifiedinstitu-
tional placement (QIP) and
partial stake sale in UK-
basedOakNorthBankLtd.

FBIndianames
GlobalBusiness
Group head
NewDelhi:Facebook(FB)on
Monday said it has ap-
pointed formerOla execu-
tive Arun Srinivas as the
Director of Global Business
GroupinIndia. PTI

EPF members withdraw `39.4K cr during
Mar 25-Aug 31; highest from Maharashtra
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER14

EMPLOYEES PROVIDENT fund
(EPF) members withdrew Rs
39,402.94 crore betweenMarch
25 andAugust 31 from their re-
tirementsavings,LabourMinister
SantoshGangwar said in awrit-
ten reply to the Lok Sabha. The
governmenthadimposedthena-
tionwidelockdownonMarch25,
tocontainthespreadofCovid-19.
Members of Employees’

Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO)werealsoallowedrelaxat-
ion inMarch regardingwithdr-
awalof their funds tomitigate fi-
nancial difficulties posedby the
pandemic. Themaximumamo-
unt of EPF withdrawals from
March 25 to August 31 were
recorded inMaharashtra at Rs
7,837.85 crore, followed by
KarnatakaatRs5,743.96croreand
Tamil Nadu (including
Puducherry)atRs4,984.51crore.

TotalEPFwithdrawalsinDelhi
during the period stood at Rs
2,940.97 crore, followed by
Telangana Rs 2,619 crore, and
HaryanaRs2,220crore.Thisdata
pertains to totalwithdrawals for
various reasons, includingonac-
countofthenewpandemicwith-
drawalprovision.
The government had, in

March, allowedmillionsof EPFO
subscriberstowithdrawaportion
of their retirementsavings amid
theCovid-19lockdown.Asperthe
relaxationprovidedtocopewith
financial difficulties, EPFO sub-
scriberscanwithdraw75percent
of their savings or up to amaxi-
mumof threemonths’ basic pay
anddearness allowance,which-
everislower.Subscribersarecur-
rentlyallowedtowithdrawtheir
PFs forhouse construction,mar-
riage and education of children,
illnessandunemployment.
DuringApril-August2020,the

EPFO settled 94.41 lakh claims
worthRs35,445crore.Theclaims

were32percenthigherthanthat
in April-August 2019,while the
amountdisbursedrosebyaround
13per cent.DuringApril-August
2020, 55per centof theadvance
claimssettledwererelatedtothe
Covid-19advance,while around
31 per cent of advances settled
duringtheperiodpertainedtoill-
nessclaims.Almost75percentof
Covid-19advances andabout79
per cent of illness-related claims
were settled for EPF subscribers
earning less thanRs 15,000, the
governmenthadearliersaid.
Theschemeallowingadvance

withdrawal was notified on
March 27 and the onlinewith-
drawalfacilitylaunchedonMarch
29.Theearlierwithdrawalcondi-
tionsallowedsubscribers to take
non-refundableadvanceorwith-
drawmoneybeforeretirementfor
specified purposes. Also, sub-
scriberswho have been unem-
ployedformorethanamonthcan
withdraw up to 75 per cent of
theirbalance.

India’s GDP to
shrink by 9%
in FY21: S&P
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

GLOBAL RATING agency
Standard and Poor’s (S&P) on
Monday revised down its fore-
cast of a contraction in India’s
real gross domestic product
(GDP)toarecord9percentinfi-
nancialyear2020-21from5per
cent announced earlier,
suggesting that the continued
escalation of the Covid-19 pan-
demicwill likelykeepaleashon
both private spending and in-
vestment for a longer-than-ex-
pectedperiod.
Withthis, S&P joins itspeers

—Moody’sandFitch—andother
establishedagencies inpredict-
ingasharperslideinIndia’sGDP,
after the government an-
nounced a record 23.9 per cent
contraction,thesteepestamong
theG-20economies, intheJune
quarter. FE

NRI DEPOSITS (US dollar million)
SCHEME Apr-July2019 Apr-July2020 Outstanding*
FCNR(B) 805 -1,622 22,622
NR(E)RA 1,496 5,557 96,083
NRO 752 673 16,664
TOTAL 3,054 4,608 135,369
*Ason July31,2020

‘Promoter share pledging
hits 3-year high in August’
Pledging of shares bypromoters inNSE-listed firms reached
1.86%of the totalmarket capitalisation inAugust,making it
the highest in 3 years, a primeinfobase.comreport said

1.88%of totalmarket cap:
Share pledging by promoters
of companies listed on
National StockExchange
(NSE) inApril 2017

29Companies inwhich 100
per cent of the

promoter’s stakewas under
pledge as onAugust

81Firms inwhichmore than90per cent of the
promoter’s stakewas pledged

463:Number of companies
among the 1,656main-board
firms listed onNSE inwhich
shareswere pledged as on
August 2020, as against461
companies as on July 2020

56%RISE IN VALUE
OF SHARES

PLEDGED BY PROMOTERS
OF THE NSE-LISTED FIRMS,
FROM `1.78 LAKH CRORE IN
JULY TO `2.77 LAKH CRORE
IN AUGUST

`
Source:PrimeDatabaseGroup/PTI

NRIsbring inmoredollarsduring lockdown,
amid layoffs, falling interest ratesworldover ASSOCIATEDPRESS

LONDON,SEPTEMBER14

USGRAPHICSchipmakerNvidia
saiditplanstobuyUK-basedArm
Holdingsinadealworthupto$40
billion, inamovethatwouldcre-
ateaglobalindustrypowerhouse.
Nvidia and Arm’s parent

company, Japanese technology
giant SoftBank, announced the
dealSunday.
Nvidia is based in Santa

Clara, California, and is best
known for its graphicsprocess-
ing chips. Arm’s chip designs
power the vast majority of the
world’s smartphones and the
company is renownedas an in-
novator in technology for con-
nected devices, known as the
Internetof Things.
Arm centers its business on

designingchipsandlicensingthe
intellectual property, especially
inmobilecomputing,ratherthan
chipmanufacturing,forwhichit
reliesonpartners.
Under the termsof thedeal,

NVIDIAwill pay SoftBank $21.5
billioninstockand$12billionin

cash.
SoftBankcouldearnafurther

$5 billion if Arm hits perform-
ancetargetswhileArmemploy-
eeswill get $1.5 billionworth of
Nvidia shares. SoftBank bought
Armforabout$32billionin2016
in an effort to cement the
Japanese company’s ambitions
in advancing how various de-
vices,includingsecuritycameras
andhousehold appliances, con-
nectonlineandworktogether.

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang
said the companyplans to keep
Armbasedatitsheadquartersin
Cambridge, England, where it
will build an artificial intelli-
gence research center and hire
moreengineers.This isn’tabout
consolidation, this isn’t about
cost savings,” Huang told re-
porters. Regulators in the UK,
China, the EuropeanUnion and
theUnitedStateswillneedtoap-
prove thedeal.

Dream Sports raises $225 mn funding

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI, SEPTEMBER14

DREAM SPORTS, which owns
Dream11,hasraisedafresh$225
millioninfundingthat includes
both primaryandsecondaryin-
vestments.
The roundwas led by Tiger

Global Management, TPG Tech
Adjacencies (TTAD),
ChrysCapital and Footpath
Ventures and the firm is now
understoodtobevaluedatclose
to$2.5billion.
The bulk of the transaction

comprises secondary invest-
ments, sources said. “The in-
creaseinthesecondarycompo-
nent appears to be due to

Tencent offloading shares
amidst the rising anti-China
narrative in India. Tencent had
reportedly invested $100mil-
lion into the company in late
2018, and while it may not be
completelyexiting, itappearsto
be reducing its stake to single-
digitvalues,”JayrajPatel,analyst
atpaper.vc, said.
Dream11 turned a unicorn

hittingavaluationofover$1bil-
lion after a secondary invest-
ment by Steadview Capital
worth $60million in April last
year.
Dream Sports has 100mil-

lion registered users across its
brands Dream11, FanCode and
DreamX, CEO & co-founder
HarshJainsaidinastatement.FE

Gives theUS
upperhand in tech
warwithChina

NVIDIA’SACQUISITIONofArmHoldingsessentially
translates into investmentbytheAmericanchipmaker in
theUK’sartificial intelligenceandinternetof thingsspace,
whichisexpectedtobeatthecoreofvariouskeyindustries
likehealthcare,manufacturing, logistics,etc. Inreturn,
Nvidia’s investmentgivestheUSanupper-handinits
ongoingtech-warwithChinagiventhecriticalityofArm’s
blueprints forpoweringchipsets forChinesesmartphone
makersandAI firms.

Nvidia to buy UK chipmaker Arm
Holdings from SoftBank for $40 bn

Retail inflation at 6.69% in Aug,
still above RBI’s tolerance band
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER14

RETAIL INFLATION eased only
marginally to6.69percentyear-
on- year in August, against a re-
vised6.73percentinJuly,aslock-
down-relatedsupplydisruptions
outweighed any purported
Covid-induced demand com-

pressionintheeconomy.Thishas
dashedhopes for another round
ofreporatecutinthenextmeet-
ingof themonetarypolicy com-
mittee(MPC),analystssaid.
With this, retail inflation re-

mainsabovetheMPC’stolerance
bandof4(+/-2)percentforeight
outofthepastninemonths,com-
plicating the central bank’s task
atatimewheneconomicgrowth

issliding.Wholsalepriceinflation,
meanwhile,touched0.16percent
in August, having entered the
positiveterritoryforthefirsttime
sinceMarch, asmanufacturing
inflation hardened even though
pricepressureinfoodeased.
As for retail inflation, the

headlineprint forApril andMay
was 7.22 per cent and 6.27 per
cent, respectively. FE

Sebi multi-cap schemes directive:
Small-cap indices jump up to 5.2%
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER 14

THESECURITIESandExchange
Board of India’s (Sebi’s) direc-
tive tomutual funds on invest-
ment limits in multi-cap
schemes resulted in wide-
spread buying in small-cap
stocks onMonday.
The BSE small-cap index

jumped by 4 per cent, even as
the Sensex declined by 98
points to 38,756.63 and the
Nifty50 shed 24 points to
11,440.05.
The BSE 250 small-cap in-

dex gained 5.26 per cent and
the mid-cap index increased
1.56 per cent. The NSE Nifty
small-cap250 indexshotupby
5.18 per cent.
In a circular issued on

Friday, the market regulator
specifiedthatminimuminvest-
ment in equity and equity re-

lated instrumentsof large,mid-
and small-cap companies
should be minimum 25 per
cent each of total assets.
Deepak Jasani,headof retail

Research,HDFCSecurities, said
that the recent Sebi circular on
allocation by multi-cap
schemes spurred buying in
small- and mid-caps in antici-
pation of fund buying that
couldemerge later toadhere to
the new regulation.
The mutual fund industry

exposure inmid-andsmall-cap
stocks is around 16.4 per cent
and around 6.25 per cent, re-
spectively. As a result, in order
to meet the minimum 25 per
cent location tomidandsmall-
caps, fund houses will have to
moveanaggregate investment
ofRs12,600crore intomid-cap
stocks and move an aggregate
investment of Rs 27,000 crore
to small-caps. So, funds
amounting to Rs 40,000 crore

willmovetomidandsmall-cap
companies. Though Sebi has
giventhemutual fund industry
fourmonthstimetorevisetheir
portfolios, industry insiderssay
that the rebalancing of the
portfolio is likely tocommence
from thisweek.
On Monday, the market

startedonastrongnote, thanks
to upbeat global cues and
favourable news related to
Covid-19 vaccine trials.
However, a sharpdecline in the
banking and financials erased
all thegainsandpushedthe in-
dex lower as the day pro-
gressed.
“The broader markets out-

performed and ended in the
rangeof1.5-4percent, inantic-
ipation of fund buying inmid-
cap and small-cap space after
the recent directives fromSebi
for multi-cap funds,” said Ajit
Mishra,VP—Research,Religare
Broking Ltd.

ICICI Bank gets
exemption from
paring stake
in insurance
arms for 3 yrs
NewDelhi: ICICI Bankhas said it
has got exemption fromparing
stake in its life andnon-life arms
to30percentforthreeyears.
Agovernmentnotificationex-

empted ICICIBank fromthepro-
visions of Section 19(2) of the
BankingRegulationAct,1949with
respect toshareholdingabove30
percentinICICILombardGeneral
Insurance Company and ICICI
Prudential Life Insurance
CompanyLimited, for aperiodof
threeyears,thebanksaid. PTI

AASHISHARYAN
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER14

THE IDEAof anon-personaldata
governanceframeworkandareg-
ulator for the samemaybe “pre-
mature and not entirely neces-
sary” in India as of now as the
country is yet tohaveapersonal
data protection regime inplace,
startups and tech policy bodies
have said in their submissions to
thenine-membernon-personal
datagovernancecommittee.
“I think its very early stage to

discussaboutnon-personaldata.
This is theprimaryviewthatwe
have.Becausewehavenotsettled
a law forpersonaldata itself.We
wantthistobesettlednow.Inthat
context, there should be some
moretimebeforeweindulgeinto
non-personal data,” Panduranga
Acharya,directorlegalatfoodde-
liverystart-upSwiggy,said.
The committee headed by

Infosys co-founder Kris
Gopalakrishnanhadsoughtpub-
lic comments on the draft non-
personaldatagovernanceframe-
workrulestillSeptember13.

Initsdraftrecommendations,
thecommitteehadsuggestedthat
non-personal data generated in
thecountrybeallowedtobehar-
nessedbyvariousdomesticcom-
paniesandentities. Thecommit-
teehadthenalsosuggestedsetting
up of a new authority which
wouldbeempoweredtomonitor
theuseandminingof suchnon-
personaldata.
Mandating startups and tech

companiestocompulsorilyshare
the data theyminewith other
companiesmayhowever, prove
counterproductive to the ideaof
developingadatasharingecosys-
tem,otherexpertssaid.
“The proposed mandatory

dataaccesspolicieswill likelyde-

ter investmentand innovation in
theIndianmarket,raisingthecosts
of acquiring suchdata in the first
placewhile alsodisincentivising
datacollectionactivities,resulting
in increased costs for end-users
andreducedincentivesfordevel-
opingnewtechnology,” software
alliance group BSA, which has
AmazonWebServices,Cicso,and
Microsoft among itsmembers,
saidinitssubmission.
The Krish Gopalakrishnan-

headedcommitteehadinitsdraft
classifiedclassifiednon-personal
data into threemain categories,
namelypublicnon-personaldata,
community non-personal data
andprivatenon-personaldata.
Depending on source of the

dataandwhetheritisanonymised
inawaythatnoindividualcanbe
re-identifiedfromthedataset,the
threecategorieshadbeendivided.
Therewill, however, have to be
more clarityonwhoowns these
kindsofdatasetsas thedraft just
talksabouttheclassificationsand
hasnotdelvedintotheownership
structures,KazimRizvi, founding
directorof publicpolicy research
groupTheDialogue,said.

Not the right time to
regulate OTTs, should
wait and watch: Trai
ENSECONOMICBUREAU
NEWDELHI,SEPTEMBER14

THE TELECOM Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) on
Monday said the over-the-top
(OTT) services should be left to
themselves fornowand that the
‘marketforces’shouldbeallowed
torespondwithoutanyregulatory
interventions.Theseappsandthe
marketdevelopmentofOTTapps
should, however, bemonitored
and “intervention as felt neces-
sary”couldbedoneatalaterstage,
theregulatorsaid.
In March 2016, the

Department of Telecomm-
unicationsaskedTraiforitsrecom-
mendationsonnetneutrality, se-
curityandprivacy,andaregulatory
frameworkforOTTservices.
WhileTraihadalreadyissued

its recommendationson thenet
neutrality, pricing, security and
otherprivacyparameters, itwas
yet to issue its recommendations
on a regulatory framework for
OTTs.However,sincetheOTTmar-
ketisinaverynascentstageworld-
wide, the domestic regulator, in
linewith the suggestion of the
InternationalTelecommunication
Union (ITU)decidedagainst any
interventionfornow.
“Imposition of any require-

mentstocatertogetthedetailsof
communication inan intelligible
formorcleartextwouldeitherlead
tochangeintheentirearchitecture
ofsuchOTTserviceswhichmight
notprovidesame levelof protec-
tionasofferedtodayorwouldre-
quire to introduce provisions
whichmaymake the agents in-
volvedinthecommunicationvul-
nerabletounlawfulactors,”itsaid.

Panelheadedby
KrisGopalakrishnan
hadsoughtpublic
commentsonthe
draftnon-personal
datagovernance
frameworkrules

Non-personal data framework premature:
Startups, tech groups to govt committee

New Delhi
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CROSSWORD4224

ACROSS
1 Metalmachineoperators in
theStatesperhaps
(7)

4 Shemakes twopointsabout
Westerndemocracy (5)

7 Privatelyownedpit?
(4)

8 Thisartistdrawspictureson
hisknees (8)

10 Forsleepingpartners?
(6,4)

12 Putdownawhisky(6)
13 Minister is toeataboutsix
(6)

15 I’msorryhedoesn’t show
regret (10)

18 Transport fornothing in
Hamburgperhaps
(8)

19 Verykeentomakea
comebackasasinger
(4)

20 Thetroublewithonehundred
ismoral (5)

21 Addmoresolids tokitchen
stew(7)

DOWN
1 Possiblyamendgiventitle
(5)

2 Magician tohoodwink
memberof apanel
(8)

3 Tohushanupsetbaby is
rathermean
(6)

4 Sortof simplediet it’s
dangerous toexceed
(5,5)

5 Soaksupfood(4)
6 Important individual
renderedpowerless
(7)

9 Badspelling
(5,5)

11 AshortverseontheShannon
river (8)

12 Outof controlblaze isof some
magnitude(7)

14 Inflexiblestudentof form?
(6)

16 Aimtoexercise (5)
17 High-class sortof shop
(4)

ARIES(Mar21-Apr20)
Inmanywaysandin
manyareasofyour
life,youshowa
uniquecapacityto

turncircumstancestoyour
advantage.Yet,now,perhapsfor
thefirsttime,itseemsthatyou
havetemporarilylostcontrol.
Ironically,thismaybenobad
thing.Allowalittlechaosinto
yourlife,andyou’llbeflooded
withfreshopportunities.

TAURUS(Apr21-May21)
Today’slunar
alignmentisdesigned
toboostyour
psychologicalimmune

system,protectingyoufrom
whateverfatemaythrowatyou.It
shouldevenbeenoughtogetyou
throughtheweek’sdomestic
tensionandfamilymeetings.Your
romanticmoodisscheduledfora
welcomeshiftlaterintheweek,so
takeiteasyfornow.

GEMINI(May22-June21)
Thereisnoquestion
thatfinancialpressure
isintense,yetnotallof
youarepassing

throughacashcrisis.Othersare
stillbuoyedupbyaninnate
optimismanddeterminationto
succeed.ItcouldbeFridaybefore
confusionorchaosisclearedup
so,untilthen,youmaywantto
leavevitalmatterstotheexperts.

CANCER(June22-July23)
Ifevertherewasa
timetouseyour
imagination,trust
yourintuitionand

amazeeveryonewithyourvision,
itisnow,justastheplanetsare
completinganinspiredten-year
cycle.Don’tworryaboutthe
confusionwhichseemstobe
comingintoview,likesomehazy
sea-mist. Itbringsitsown
pleasantriesandpleasures.

LEO(July24-Aug23)
Passionsrunhigh,but
bearinginmindthat
loveandhatearetwo
sidesofthesamecoin,

thequestionis-whichwaywill
youjump?Itisimpossibleto
escapethefactthatthewisewill
takethepathof love.Withintwo
weeksVenus,bringerofaffection
andrulerofseduction,willbe
safelyinafreshpartofyourchart.

VIRGO(Aug24-Sep23)
Bereadytochange
thedirectionofyour
life.Atanyrate,the
motivationto

implementanumberofpositive
improvementsinyourlifestyleis
nowpressing.Socialcontacts
maystrengthenyourresolve,yet
youshouldkeepyourdiary
relativelyfreeandopentolast-
minutearrangements.

LIBRA(Sep24-Oct23)
Astrokeof financial
goodluckshould
comeassome
compensationforthe

stressandstrainofrecenttimes.
Atleastyoucannowseethatyour
professionalambitionsarelikely
toworkout.Alegalormarital
mattermovestothetopofyour
agenda,soseetoitthatwhatever
agreementsarereachedarein
yourfavour.

SCORPIO(Oct24-Nov23)
Youcanaffordtobe
confidentnowthat
theMoonshiftsthe
balancefirmlyinyour

favour.Plus,asuperbrelationship
betweentheSunandyoursign
oughttogetmattersmovingand
enableyoutoexercise
considerablymoreinfluenceover
youraffairsthanintherecent
past.Doprotectyourselfagainst
accusationsorexcessive
demandsfromemployers.

SAGITTARIUS(Nov24-Dec22)
Yourspiritwillbe
liftedbycertainkey
developments.
Specifically,youmay

bethefortunaterecipientofa
financialwindfall,possiblyone
whosesourceisfarfromclear.
Secret,generousgestureswill
workinyourfavour,andyou’ll
sooncometorealisethatgiving
andtakingworkwelltogether!

CAPRICORN(Dec23-Jan20)
There’sstillnolet-up
fromdynamic
planetaryaspects.
Whatcanbesaid,

though,isthatthekeytosuccess
orfailureliestotallyinyourown
capacitytoorganiseyour
prioritiesandarrangeyouraffairs.
If recenteventshavetaughtyou
anything,itisthatinthefinal
analysis,youareincontrol.

AQUARIUS(Jan21-Feb19)
Somuchhasbeen
concealedfromyou
overthepastfew
weeksthatyoumay

havegivenuphopeofever
uncoveringtheanswertoa
particularquestion.Concentrate
onwhatyoucandotoimprove
workingconditionsanddon’tlet
pessimisticpeopleputyouoff.

PISCES(Feb20-Mar20)
WhentheMoon
formsspectacular
relationshipswith
otherplanets,asit

doeswithexcitableUranus,
SaturnandintensePluto,youare
boundtobenefit.Youwillbegin
towonderwhyyoueverlacked
confidenceordoubtedyour
abilitytosucceedeithersocially
orprofessionally.Theworldliesat
yourfeet,Pisces.
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DifficultyLevel5s
Instructions
TosolveaSudokupuzzle,
everydigitfrom1to9
mustappear ineachofthe
nineverticalcolumns, in
eachoftheninehorizontal
rowsandineachofthe
nineboxes.

DifficultyLevel
1s=Veryeasy;2s=Easy;
3s=Medium;4s=Hard;
5s=VeryHard;6s=
Genius
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Givenbelowarefour jumbledwords.Solvethejumblestomakeproperwordsandmovethemto
therespectivesquaresbelow.Selecttheletters intheshadedsquaresandjumblethemtoget
theanswerforthegivenquip.
ThefirsttimeIeverreadthe____Ithoughtitwasapoemabouteverything-StevenWright
(10)

SOLUTION:CROAK,TIBIA,CRETIN,DARKLY
Answer:ThefirsttimeIeverreadthedictionaryIthoughtitwasapoemabout
everything-StevenWright

CKAOR EIRTCN

ABIIT AKLRDY

SolutionsCrossword4223:Across:1Seasickness,9Rations,10Usurp,11Goya,12
Caboodle,14Darken,16Mirror,18Informer,19Mean,22Trace,23Inutile,24Index
finger.Down:2Entry,3Snow,4Casual,5Neurotic,6Sounder,7Drugaddicts,8
Appearances,13Reprieve,15Refrain,17Relief,20Exile,21Ruin.

JUMBLEDWORDS

OVERTHEHEDGE byMichael Fry&TLewis

CALVIN&HOBBES byBillWatterson

MARVIN byTomArmstrong

DAYTODAY BYPETERVIDAL
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ªff¹fZ¦fe E½fa d³fd½fQf I f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f ¸fZÔ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I ½f ²fSûWS SfdVf ªf¸ff I f ÀffÃ¹f ¹f±fû¹fûª¹f ¹fc.Me.AfS.
´fZ-B³f-dÀ»f´f ¸fc»f I e ´fid°f, ¶f`ÔI ¦ffS¯Me ¸fc»f I e ´fid°f (BV¹fcBa¦f ¶f`ÔI IZ I ³R S¸fZVf³f ¸fZ»f I e ´fid°f) ´f`³f
I fOÊ, ªfe.EÀf.Me., MZ¢³fûI f¸fdVfÊ¹f»f Vf°fZË BÊ-MZ¯OS ´fi´fÂf IZ Àff±f Af³f»ffBÊ³f BÊ-d³fd½fQf dQ³ffaI
06.10.2020 I û 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI A´f»fûO I e ªff¹fZ¦fe °f±ff d³fd½fQf I f dõ°fe¹f ·ff¦f (´fifBÊÀf d¶fO)
Af³f»ffBÊ³f dQ³ffaI 06.10.2020 I û Àf¸f¹f 12.00 ¶fªfZ °fI ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM www.etender.up.nic.in
´fS ·fSe ªff ÀfIZÔ ¦feÜ d³fd½fQf I f ´fi±f¸f ·ff¦f dQ³ffaI 06.10.2020 I û Àff¹fa 02.00 ¶fªfZ IZ C´fSf³°f BÀf
I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ Àff½fÊªfd³fI ø ´f ÀfZ £fû»fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ ¹fdQ dI Àfe ·fe I fS¯f C¢°f dQ³ffaI I û A½fI fVf Wû°ff
W` °fû d³fd½fQf A¦f»fZ I f¹fÊ dQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ £fû»fe ªff¹fZ¦feÜ A²fûWÀ°ffÃfSe I û dI Àfe ·fe EI A±f½ff Àf·fe
d³fd½fQfAûÔ I û d¶f³ff I fS¯f ¶f°ff¹fZ, dI Àfe ·fe Àf¸f¹f d³fSÀ°f/ÀfaVfû²f³f I S³fZ I f ´fc¯fÊ Ad²fI fS ÀfbSdÃf°f W`Ü
IÈ ´f¹ff d³fd½fQfAûÔ I e d½fÀ°fÈ°f ªff³fI fSe/d³fd½fQf ÀfaVfû²f³f/d½fÀ°ffS¯f d°fd±f/d³fÀ°ffSeI S¯f IZ d»f¹fZ ½fZ¶fÀffBÊM
www.etender.up.nic.in/ www.pvvnl.org ´fS »ffg¦fAf³f I SamÜ 1. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 68/
2020-21:- Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O-´fi±f¸f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ A²fe³fÀ±f C´f£f¯O
Ad²fI fSe d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´fJ¯O-dõ°fe¹f/°fÈ°fe¹f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ I f¹fÊÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ d½fd·f³³f 33/11 IZ ½fe
C´fIZ ³QiûÔ ´fS Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f 06 ³fa. ½f`¢¹fc¸f B³MÑ´fMS 11 IZ ½fe Ii û¸´fM³f ¸fZI / ¹f¸fb³ff´ff½fS ¸fZI 1200 Ed¸´f¹fS
E½fa 04 ³fa. ½f`¢¹fc¸f B³MÑ´fMS 11 IZ ½fe ÀMe»f ¸fZI ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. IZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ½f`¢¹fc¸f B³MÑ´fMS IZ À±ff³f ´fS
³f¹ff ½f`¢¹fc¸f B³MÑ´fMS À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊ ¶ffÁ¹f EªfZ³Àfe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ I SfE ªff³fZ WZ°fb I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS
SfdVf ÷ .-2000/¸ffÂfÜ d³fd½fQf Vfb»I ÷ .-1180.00 ¸ffÂfÜ 2. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 69/ 2020-21:-
Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff, d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O-dõ°fe¹f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ A²fe³fÀ±f C´f£f¯O Ad²fI fSe
d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´fJ¯O-´fi±f¸f/ ¨f°fb±fÊ, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ I f¹fÊÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ 33/11 IZ ½fe C´fIZ ³QiûÔ ´fS Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f
06 ³fa. ½f`¢¹fc¸f B³MÑ´fMS 11 IZ ½fe Ii û¸´fM³f ¸fZI 1200 Ed¸´f¹fS E½fa 04 ³fa. ½f`¢¹fc¸f B³MÑ´fMS 11 IZ ½fe
ÀMe»f ¸fZI ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. 1600 Ed¸´f¹fS IZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f ½f`¢¹fc¸f B³MÑ´fMS IZ À±ff³f ´fS ³f¹ff ½f`¢¹fc¸f B³MÑ´fMS
À±ffd´f°f I S³fZ I f I f¹fÊ ¶ffÁ¹f EªfZ³Àfe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ I SfE ªff³fZ WZ°fb I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .-2000/¸ffÂfÜ
d³fd½fQf Vfb»I ÷ .-1180.00 ¸ffÂfÜ 3. BÊ-d³fd½fQf Àfa£¹ff 70/ 2020-21:- Ad²fVffÀfe Ad·f¹f³°ff,
d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f £f¯O-dõ°fe¹f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ A²fe³fÀ±f C´f£f¯O Ad²fI fSe d½fôb°f d½f°fS¯f C´fJ¯O-
´fi±f¸f, ¸fbªfµR S³f¦fS IZ I f¹fÊÃfZÂf ¸fZÔ 33/11 IZ ½fe C´fIZ ³Qi ÀfûWªf³fe °f¦ff³f ´fS À±ffd´f°f 33 IZ ½fe.
¶fe.E¨f.BÊ.E»f./ Àfe¸fZ³Àf ¸fZI 02 ³fa. ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. E½fa Ia MÑû»f ´f`³f»f IZ ÀfWe ´fiI fS ÀfZ I f¹fÊ ³fWeÔ I S³fZ ´fS
33 IZ ½fe ½fe.Àfe.¶fe. E½fa Ia MÑû»f ´f`³f»f IZ Ãfd°f¦fiÀ°f Àf¸ff³f IZ À±ff³f ´fS ³f¹ff Àf¸ff³f C´f»f¶²f I Sf°fZ WbE
¸fS¸¸f°f I f I f¹fÊ ¶ffÁ¹f EªfZ³Àfe IZ ¸ff²¹f¸f ÀfZ I SfE ªff³fZ WZ°fb I f¹fÊÜ ²fSûWS SfdVf ÷ .-2000/¸ffÂfÜ d³fd½fQf
Vfb»I ÷ .-1180.00 ¸ffÂfÜ WXÀ°ff./- A²feÃf¯f Ad·f¹fa°ff d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f ¸f¯OX»f-´fi±f¸f ¸fbªfµRYSX³f¦fSX
´fÂffaIY: 3489/d½f.d½f.¸fa.´fi.-¸fb.³f¦fSX/I`Y¸´f dQ³fafIY: 14.09.2020

´fdV¨f¸ffa¨f»f d½fôb°f d½f°fSX¯f d³f¦f¸f d»f.
BÊ-d³fdUQf Àfc¨f³ff

Narmada Water Resource Water Supply & Kalpsar Department

TENDER NOTICE No. 07 of 2020-21
Online Tender (E-Tendering System) is invited by the Executive Engineer
(Administration), Central Design Organization, Block No. 9/2, Dr. Jivraj
Mehta Bhavan, Gandhinagar - 382010, Phone No. 079-23253486 from
Agencies who are having similar experience. Detail of work is as under.

Further details will be available on website: www.nwr.nprocure.com
Name of work and Tender ID must be write on Cover.

(INF/879/20-21)

Sr.
No.

Name of work Qualification of Bidder
(1) E.M.D Rs.
(2) Tender Fees Rs.
(3) Time Limit

1 Supply of Geo Studio Pro Software Under
National Hydrology Project for Central
Design Organization at Gandhinagar

(1) Rs. 100000/-
(2) Rs. 1500/-
(3) 45 Days

Dt. 14/09/2020 to Dt. 14/10/2020
upto 18.00 Hrs.

Period for Tender Download :-

Dt. 23/09/2020, on 12.00 Hrs.
(Web based)

Pre-bid Meeting

Dt. 15/10/2020 to Dt. 20/10/2020
upto 18.00 Hrs.

Physical Submission:-
(Tender Fee, E.M.D. and other (Documets)

Dt. 15/10/2020, after 12.00 Hrs.Technical Bid Opening

Dt. 15/10/2020, after 12.05 Hrs.
(If possible) (Only for technically
responsive bid offers.

Price bid Opening

MAJ BHAGAT SINGH, VrC
19 Mar 41 -15 SEP 65

We pay homage to our noble martyr, who made the
supreme sacrifice while fighting the enemy in the
1965 operations in J&K. His dauntless courage and
sacrifice will forever inspire the organisation.

CO and all ranks 6th Battalion
Brigade of The Guards.

Maj VS Ahlawat
(01 Nov 1978-15 Sep 2017)

This historic day fills our hearts with pride and
sorrow alike when in the highest traditions of the
Indian Army, you laid down your life in Counter
Insurgency Area of Assam. World is a lesser place
without you but we know that you are with the gods
above and even heavens have improved by your
gracious presence.

Fondly remembered by
CO and All Ranks of 3 RAJPUT

Martyr of CISF on 15th September
CT/GD SHUBAS NAGARGOJ ECL,

SEETALP 15-09-1994
CISF proudly remembers the supreme sacrifice of this
brave-heart. On this day, he laid down his life at the
altar of duty while fighting with armed criminals to
safeguard the national property. His courage and
bravery would remain an abiding source of inspiration
for the force. The force will remain eternally indebted
to him for his noblest deed.

SALUTE THE SOLDIER

MEMBER SECRETARY,
HARYANA STATE PROTECTION SOCIETY

WOMEN & CHILD DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
BAY 15-20 (POCKET-2), SECTOR-4, PANCHKULA

Phone: 0172-2580359
NOTICE FOR CANCELLATION OF VACANCY

An advertisement was published on 08th August, 2020 in
Dainik Bhaskar for filling up of post of Member (Juvenile
Justice Board), Rewari (Reserved for Woman Candidate)
and the last date for which was 07th September, 2020.

It is notified for information of general public that the said
post has been cancelled by the Department

Sd/-
Member Secretary,

Haryana State Protection Society
Women & Child Development Department

Haryana, Panchkula.
82772/HRY

IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY WXdSX¹ff¯ff SXfª¹f ´fdSX½fWX³f ´f»f½f»fÜ
d³fd½fQf Àfc¨f³ff

Àf½fÊ Àff²ffS¯f I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ªff°ff W` dI WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f ´f»f½f»f I e I ¸fÊVff»ff
¸fZÔ °fI ³feI e I ¸fÊ¨ffdS¹fûÔ/W`»´fSûÔ I e Af½fV¹fI °ff W` BÀfIZ d»fE B¨LbI NZIZ QfS/R ¸fÊ
(AfCdMa¦f ÀfûdÀfË¦f ´ffgd»fÀfe) ´ffMÊ-1 IZ °fW°f 30 AfQd¸f¹fûÔ IZ d»fE d³fd½fQfEa Af¸fadÂf°f I e
ªff°fe W`ÔÜ ¹fZ d³fd½fQf dQ³ffaI 19.10.2020 I û ´fif°f: 11.00 ¶fªfZ °fI »fe ªffE¦fe °f±ff dQ³ffaI
19.10.2020 I û ´fif°f: 11.00 d³fd½fQf ¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f ´f»f½f»f IZ
I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ Jû»fe ªffEa¦feÜ

1-B¨LbI R ¸fÊ/NZIZ QfS AfdQ d³fd½fQf R f¸fÊ dI Àfe ·fe I f¹fÊdQ½fÀf ¸fZÔ ´fif°f: 9.00 ¶fªfZ ÀfZ 5.00
¶fªfZ Àff¹fa °fI ´fe.E¸f.E. VffJf ¶fÀf AOOf ´f»f½f»f IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ÀfZ 1000/- ÷ . QZI S ´fif´°f
I S ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ

2-´fi°¹fZI d³fd½fQf IZ Àff±f 20000/- ÷ . I f dO¸ffaO OÑfµM ªfû ¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f
´fdS½fW³f ´f»f½f»f IZ ³ff¸f WûÜ d¶f³ff BÀfIZ d³fd½fQf À½feI fS ³fWeÔ I e ªffE¦feÜ

3-ÀfR »f NZIZ QfS/R ¸fÊ I û ¶f°füS dÀf¢¹fûdSMe A³fb¶fa²f Qû ¸fWe³fZ IZ ½fZ°f³f IZ ¶fSf¶fS ²fSûWS
SfdVf ªf¸ff I Sf³fe Wû¦fe ªfû ¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f ´f»f½f»f IZ ³ff¸f QZ¹f WûÜ

4-Àf·fe d³f¹f¸f/Vf°fZË ¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´fdS½fW³f ´f»f½f»f IZ I f¹ffÊ»f¹f ÀfZ ´fif´°f I S-
IZ °f±ff Vf°fûË I f A²¹f¹f³f I S³fZ C´fSf³°f We d³fd½fQf MZ³OS WZ°fb Of»fZÔÜ

5-¸fWf´fi¶fa²fI WdS¹ff¯ff Sfª¹f ´f»f½f»f I û Ad²fI fS Wû¦ff dI ½fW d¶f³ff dI Àfe I fS¯f ¶f°ffE
d³fd½fQfEa Sï I S ÀfI °fZ W`ÔÜ

WXÀ°ff./-
¸fWXf´fi¶fa²fIY

WXdSX¹ff¯ff SXfª¹f ´fdSX½fWX³f
´f»f½f»f

82768/HRY

New Delhi
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18 VIRUSOUSTSTEAMFROMASIANCHAMPIONSLEAGUE

After several players tested positive for COVID-19, United Arab Emirates football club Al
Wahda had its results wiped from the Asian Champions League on Monday. The club was
judged to have withdrawn from the competition when it failed to travel to Qatar to resume
games in a tournament bubble, the Asian Football Confederation ruled. AP

Thiem comes true
Austriancracks theSlamcodeandfulfillsdreamafter triumphing ina thrilling finalagainstZverev

ASSOCIATEDPRESS
NEWYORK,SEPTEMBER14

AUSOpenunlikeanyotherfinishedunlikeany
other, with an unprecedented fifth-set
tiebreakerasDominicThiembecamethefirst
manin71yearstowinthefinalafterdropping
theopeningtwosets.
So close to defeat in a nearly emptyArthur
AsheStadiumasfanswerebannedbecauseof
thecoronaviruspandemic. Thiemslowlybut
surelyturnedthingsaroundagainstafaltering
AlexanderZverevandpulledouta2-6,4-6,6-
4,6-3,7-6(6)victoryatFlushingMeadowsfor
hisfirstGrandSlamtitle.
Thematchendedwithbothmenfighting

legcrampsand,clearly,nerves.
“Somehow,” said Thiem, a 27-year-old

fromAustria, “the belief todaywas stronger
thanthebody,andI'msuperhappyaboutthat.”
Whenabackhand fromZverev landedwide
on the third championship point, aweary
Thiemdropped to his backway behind the
baselineandcoveredhis facewithhishands.
Whenhe arose, hewasmet by Zverev,who
walked around the net to clasp hands, then
embracehis friendand foe, two sights rarely
seeninthiseraofsocialdistancing.Thiemthen
restedhis headon the shoulder of the taller
Zverev,whohimselfcamewithintwopointsof
whatwouldhavebeenhisfirstmajortriumph.
“Iwishwecouldhavetwowinnerstoday,”

Thiemsaid. “I thinkwebothdeserved it.” He
is the firstman towin theAmericanGrand
Slam tournament after trailing 2-0 in sets in
the final sincePanchoGonzalezdid it against
TedSchroederin1949ataneventthenknown
as theU.S. Championships andheld inForest
Hills. The event never had been settled by a
fifth-settiebreaker;nomajortournamentever
haduntilNovakDjokovicedgedRogerFederer
thatwayatWimbledonin2019.
“ was a few games away, a few points

away," said Zverev, whowas trying to give
GermanyitsfirstmaleGrandSlamchampion
sinceBorisBeckerinthe1990s. “I'm 23
years old. I don't think it'smy last chance.”
Zverevchokedupwhenhementionedthathis
parentshadn'tbeenabletotraveltoNewYork

becausetheytestedpositiveforCOVID-19,al-
thoughhesaidtheyarenowhealthy.
AsThiemsteppedforwardtoposeforpic-

tures with his shiny new bit of hardware,
Zverevremainedafewfeetbehind,onehand
clutchinghis less-impressive silver tray, the
otherhandonahip.
Theproceedings took4hours, 2minutes.

Andtothink:Afterjust11/2hours,Zverevwas
upbytwosetsandabreak in the thirdat2-1.
“Thematchturnedwhenhebrokemeforthe

firsttimeinthethirdset,”Zverevsaid.
“He started playingmuch better, and I

startedplayingmuchworse.”Zverev,ofallpeo-
ple, should have knownwhatmight have
seemed like an impossible hill to climb for
Thiemwas, indeed, achievable. After all, in
Thursday's semifinals, it was Zverevwho
trailed2-0insetsagainstPabloCarre?oBusta
beforecomingbacktowin.
Thiembegantheday0-3inGrandSlamfi-

nals, but always faced amember of the Big

Threeofmen'stennisinthoseothers.Thistime,
hewas the favorite and cameout jittery, but
eventuallyworkedhiswayoutof that,while
Zverevwent fromcool and confident topas-
siveandpushedaround.
The fifthsetwas justasback-and-forthas

theotherfour,themistakesrisingwiththeten-
sionandthehistoryintheoffing.
Thiembroke in the opening gamewhen

Zverev shanked a pair of forehands. Zverev
brokerightback andpiercedthesilencewith
ararecryof“Comeon!”whenThiemdouble-
faulted.ThenitwasZverev'sturntonoseahead,
breaking for a 5-3 leadwhen Thiem sent a
down-the-line backhandwide and leaned
over,gaspingforair.
Butwithachancetoserveoutthebiggest

winofhisnascentcareer,Zverevfaltered,get-
tingbrokenrightbackwhenhepushedavol-
ley intothenet.Thatbeganathree-gamerun
forThiem,whobroketo lead6-5,earninghis
ownchancetoserveforitwhenZverevnetted
abackhand,followedbyalongforehand.
Afterhavingatrainercheckonhisrightleg

duringtheensuingchangeover,Thiemcould-
n'tsealthedeal,either,andontheywenttothe
tiebreaker. Zverev double-faulted twice and
offereduponesecondserveat68mph,about
half thespeedhe'scapableof.
While thiswas theNo. 7-rankedZverev's

firstSlamfinal,thiswasthefirstonetheNo.3-
rankedThiemwassupposedtowin,following
losses to 12-time French Open champion
RafaelNadalatRolandGarrosin2018and2019,
thentoeight-timeAustralianOpenchampion
Djokovic atMelbourne Park this February ?
backbeforethepandemicupendedtheworld
andputtennisonafive-monthhiatus.
Insteadofwild applause and loud shouts

greeting great exchanges, the soundtrack
Sundaymainlycamefromoutsidethelargest
court in tennis, courtesyof roaringairplanes,
rumblingtrains,revvingcarengines,honking
hornsandwailingsirens.
Therewas theoccasionalpoliteapplause

from thedozens of tournamentworkers al-
lowedinthestandsand,deepintothematch,
yells from the players' entourages. But the
loudercrowdnoiseheardbyTVviewerswas
fake,addedbythebroadcaster.

DominicThiemfoughtbackfromtwosetsdowninafour-hourcontest tobeat
AlexanderZverev2-6,4-6,6-4,6-3,7-6 (6). USATODAYSports

SHIVANINAIK
MUMBAI,SEPTEMBER14

MALAYSIANMEDIATheStarhasreportedthat
theThomasUberCupislikelytobepostponed
and takeplacepost the2021Olympics. “The
ThomasUberCup finals are virtually off. The
finalsscheduledtobeheldinAarhusDenmark
fromOct3-11issettobeheldafternextyear’s
TokyoOlympics,”theKualalumpurbasedpa-
per reported. BWFhad huddled till late on
Sunday,todiscussthefutureofthetournament
riddledbylargescalewithdrawals.
Indosport.comhadhintedthatJapancould

be thenextonetopullout, saying the feder-
ationwasdiscussingwhethertogoaheador
not. The website quoted the chairman of
Nippon Badminton Association as saying,
“The decisionwill bemade nextweek, but
considering the teamswithdrawing, this
year’s Thomas – Uber Cup is still (looking)
verydifficulttohold.”September18isthelast
date forconfirmation.
ChinesemediaAiyukeandJapan’sDailyStar

reportedthedevelopmentearlier.Meanwhile
BWFwere todiscuss the fateof TUC, accord-
ingtoMalaysian thestar.com.my.
In India, formerWorldNo1andOlympic

medallistSainaNehwaltweeted,“7countries
havewithdrawnfromtournamentcauseofthe
pandemic…Is it safe enough to conduct this
tournament during this time ??…(Thomas
andUber Cup2020)#coronavirus” Thomas
Cup titans Indonesia andeternal contenders
Korea’swithdrawal cameafter Thailand and
AustraliahadwithdrawnwhileSingaporeand
HongKonghaddeclinedaninvite.
Malaysianmedia also speculated that

Chinawas in the process of a rethink.Over
theweekendMalaysian legend and former
great Rashid Sidek also sounded a dissent-
ingnote. “If four teamshavewithdrawn, it’s
better to just postpone it.Thailand and
Taiwan can be considered strong teams for
the Thomas and Uber Cup, but if they pull
out and are replaced by a lower ranking
team, that quality is definitely lacking,” in-
dostar.comquotedhimassaying.

Thomas Uber
Cup likely to
be postponed

PRESSTRUSTOFINDIA
LONDON,SEPTEMBER14

ENGLISHCRICKETERS"havenotforgotten"the
BlackLivesMatter(BLM)movement,"assured
pacer Jofra Archer, responding toMicheal
Holding's criticismof his sidewhichdidnot
take akneebeforematches againstAustralia
andPakistan.West Indies fast bowing great
Holding did not appreciate that fact that
Englandhavenowstoppedtakingakneedur-
ingmatches. TheBLMisapolitical andsocial
movement, advocatingnon-violent civil dis-
obedience inprotest against incidents of po-
lice brutality and raciallymotivatedviolence
againstblackpeople.
"Wehavenot forgotten, no onehere has

forgottenaboutBlackLivesMatter,"Archerwas
quotedassayingbySkySports. "I think it isa
bitharsh forMichaelHolding tonotdosome
researchbefore criticising. I'mpretty surehe
doesn't knowwhat is going on behind the
scenes."Idon'tthinkhehasspokento(CBchief
executive)TomHarrison.IhavespokentoTom
andwehavestuffrunninginthebackground,"
hesaidbutdidnotspecifywhatitwas.
Having faced slurs formissingEngland's

secondTestagainsttheWestIndiesforbio-se-
curebreach in Julythisyear,Archerurgedso-
cialmediaplatformstoextinguishracialabuse.
"Ithinkalotofstuffisbeingputintoplacenow,"
saidArcher.

Australia crumble
APADDS:Australiabatteditselfintoawin-

ningpositionbefore dramatically collapsing
asEnglandwonthesecondone-daycricketin-
ternational by24 runs to stay alive in the se-
ries. England'sdecisiontobat firstat hadap-
pearedtobackfirewiththeworldchampions
limitedto231-9andAustraliareaching143-2
with20oversleftonSunday.
BRIEF SCORES: England231 for 9 (Morgan
42,Zampa3-36)beatAustralia207(Finch73,
Labuschagne48,Woakes3-32,Archer3-34,S
Curran3-35)by24runs.

England haven’t
forgotten BLM
movement,
insists Archer

I achieveda life goal, a dream[for]
myself,which I had formany,
many years.Of course [I had that
dream]as a kid aswellwhen I
started toplay tennis. But back
then itwas so far away.”

DOMINICTHIEM
2020US OPENCHAMPION

Want to congratulateDominic on
the first ofmanyGrandSlam
titles. Iwish youcould have
misseda littlemore so I could be
holding that trophyup, but here I
amgiving the runner-up speech.”

ALEXANDERZVEREV
2020US OPENRUNNER-UP

New Delhi
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